
SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVE2iTIC!,J 
of the 

NORTHERN ?JIARIANA ISLAPIDS 
Convention Hall - House of Taga 

Saipan, C31 96950 

THIRTY-FOURTH DAY 

Sunday, July 21, 1985 

The-Second Constitutional Convention of the Northern Mariana Islands was 
called to order at 1:52 p.m., Sunday, July 21, 1985, at the Convention Hall - 
House of Taga, San Vicente, Saipan, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands. 

i The Honorable' Herman T. Guerrero, President, presided. 
j 

. . . . 

A moment of silent prayer or meditation was observed. . . . 

I Secretary Nabors called the roll, and 21 delegates were present. Dele- I gates David Igitol, Juan Lizama and Maria Pangeiinan were absent. 

I 1 President H. Guerrero: We have a majority and a quorum to conduct the Order 
1 of Business. The Chair would like to appoint Delegate Mendiola as the Acting 
j Floor Leader. 

ADOPTION OF JOURNALS 

/ President H. ~uerrero: Yes, Delegate Mendiola? 

1 Acting Floor Leader Mendiola: Mr. President, I'd like to move to adopt the 
Thirty-Third Day's Summary Journal. 

i 
i Delegate Mafnas seconded the motion. 
1 
! President H. Guerrero: It has been moved and seconded to adopt the Thirty- 

i Third Day's Summary Journal for Saturday, July 20th, 1985. Discussions? 
Delegate Mafnas? 

- I Delegate: Mr. President, I would like to ask Delegate Nabors to / clarify his statement here on the second page. 

Delegate Nabors: Excuse me, Mr. President, I don't seem to have a copy of th 
Order of Business for the day. Mr. President, I think it's self-explanatory. / I don't think it needs clarification. 

- - 

Delegate Mafnas: Perhaps this is' the most appropriate time, Mr. President, 
to explain so that the innocent victims will be able to clarify, to state 
their'reasons. Thank you. I move for the previous question. 

Delegate Nabors seconded. 

There being no further discussion, the motion to adopt the Thirty-Third 
Day's Summary Journal of Saturday, July 20, 1985, was carried by voice vote. 

President H. Guerrero: The Summary Journal is adopted. Yes, Delegate Mafnas 

Delegate Mafnas: Mr. President, will you have the record to reflect that 
Delegate Igitol has just taken his seat? 
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President H. Guerrero: Thank you. Good to have Delegate Igitol with us. 

Deleqate Igitol: Good morning, everybcdy. 

President H. Guerrero: The next item of our business is Communications. If 
there's no comment, we1ll.rnove on to Conunittee Recommendations/Reports. Chair 
man Guerrero? 

None 

COWIITTEE RECOMXENDATIONS/ REPORTS 

I Chairman DL. Guerrero: Mr. President, under the committee's report, of cou.r.ic I I only have one point to report out this morning and that after we cone doiin,: 

i to Introduction of ~esolutions, I would like to introduce the resolutions on 
behalf of the four substantive committees. And that's my report for this. ' 

! morning. 

j President H. Guerrero: Thank you. Any other reports? Vice Chairman ;.!afnaes?. 
i . 
( Vice Chairman Mafnas: No report, Mr. president. 

President H-. Guerrero: Chairman Manglona? 

( Chairman Manglona: Likewise, no report, Mr. President. 

President H. Guerrero: Chairman King? 

I Chairman King: No report, Mr. President. 
I 
1 President H. Guerrero: We'll move on to Introduction, First Reading and 

Referral of Proposals. There is none, so we'll move on to Second and Final I Reading. 

- None 

SECOND AND FINAL READING 

President.H. Guerrero: Secretary Nabors, can you read Committee Recommenda- 
tion No. 19? 

Secretary Nabors: Thank you, Mr. President. Can I inquire? We have several 
drafts and I don't know which one was discussed. Was it 55 years, or 60 year 

Acting Floor Leader Mendiola: The 60 years. 

I President H. Guerrero: We're already with 60? 

Delegate Mafnas: The 55 years, Mr. President, was the last; the hand-written 
amendment. 
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S e c r e t a r y  Nabors:  Thank you,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  Corrxnittee ~ e c o m m e n d s t i o n  K O .  19  
a d o p t e d ,  a s  amended, b:~ t h e  Committee o f  t h e  Whole on J u l y  1 0 ,  1985 .  

"A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AIYENDMENT 

"To amend A r t i c l e  s I I ,  S e c t i o n  3  t o  a l l o w  t h e  s a l e  and  l o n g - t e r n  l e a s e  o f  
b u i l d i n g  above t h e  f i r s t  f i o o r .  

"BE IT  ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: 

"Upon r a t i f i c a t i o n  p u r s u a n t  t o  S e c t i o n  5 o f  A r t i c l e  X V I I I  o f  t h e  Commonwealth 
o f  t h e  ~ o r t h e r n  Mariana I s l a n d s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and  P u b l i c  Law No. 4-30, t h e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n , o f  t h e  Coinmonwealth o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar iana  I s l a n d s  i s  amended 
t o  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s :  

" E f f e c t i v e  upon r a . t i f i c a t i o n ,  S e c t i o n  3 o f  A r t i c l e  XI1 i s  amended t o  r e a d :  . 

" ' S e c t i o n  3: Permanent  and  Lonq-Term I n t e r e s t s  i n  Rea l  P r o p e r t y .  The, .  - 

t e r m  permanent  and  long- t e rm i n t e r e s t s  i n  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  u s e d ' i n  S e c t i o n  1 ..' 
i n c l u d e s  f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t s  and  l e a s e h o l d  i n t e r e s t s  o f  more t h a n  55 y e a r s  I i n c l u d i n g  r e n e w a l  r i g h t s ,  e x c e p t  an  i n t e r e s t  a c q u i r e d  above  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  1 o f  a  condomi~nium b u i l d i n g .  The m a r k e t  v a l u e  o f  l a n d  i n  t h e  Commonwealth s h a l  

) be  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  a p p r a i s e d  and  a  copy p r o v i d e d  t o  t h e  l a n d  owner b e f o r e ,  any  

i s a l e  o r  l o n g  t e r m  l e a s e  i s  e x e c u t e d  r e g z r d i n g  t h a t  l a n d .  Any l a n d  t r a n ~ a c ~ i o :  

i i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  s h a l l  be  v o i d . ' "  

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Any mot ion  t o  a d o p t  i t ?  
I 

i A c t i n g  F l o o r  L e a d e r  Mendiola:  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I move t h a t  ~ e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 
1 9  be  a d o p t e d  on i t s  Second and  F i n a l  Reading .  

D e l e g a t e  Reyes s econded  t h e  mo t ion .  

/ P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  I t  h a s  been  moved and  seconded  t o  a d o p t  Committee / Recommendation No. 1 9 .  D i s c u s s i o n s ?  

I D e l e g a t e  Mafnas: Recommendation, a s  amended, M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Oh, a s  amended? W e  have  n o t  amended it f o r  Second a n  
F i n a l  Reading.  W e  have n o t  amended it f o r  Second and  F i n a l  Reading y e t .  W e  
amended it  d u r i n g  t h e  Committee o f  t h e  Whole b u t  n o t  f o r  Second and  F i n a l  
Reading .  

D e l e g a t e  Reyes:  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  So t h e  amended v e r s i o n  t h e n  s h o u l d  r e f l e c t  t h e  55 y e a r s  a n d  
s h o u l d  a l s o  r e f l e c t  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  a  p h r a s e  which i s  t h e  l a s t  p o r t i o n  o f  
t h a t  f i r s t  s e n t e n c e .  

A c t i n g  F l o o r  L e a d e r  Mendiola:  M r . . P r e s i d e n t ,  would you have  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
r e a d  t h e  amended v e r s i o n  f o r  Second and  F i n a l  Reading?  

S e c r e t a r y  Nabors:  Thank you.  T h i s  i s  a  p roposed  f l o o r  amendment t o  Cornrnitte 
Recommendation No. 1 9  t o  s u b s t i t u t e  a  new S e c t i o n  3 a s  f o l l o w s ,  and  t h i s ,  of 

I c o u r s e ,  i s  Committee D r a f t  2 :  

" ' S e c t i o n  3 .  Permanent  and  Lonq-Term I n t e r e s t s  i n  ~ e a l  P r o p e r t y .  The 
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t e r m  permanent  i n t e r e s t  i n  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  u sed  i n  S e c t i o n  1 inc lL1des  f r e e h o l d  
i n t e r e s t s .  Long t e r m  i n t e r e s t  means l e a s e h o l d  i n t e r e s t ;  05 mcrz  t h a n  sixty 
( 6 0 )  y e a r s  i n c l u d i n g  r enewa l  r i g h t s .  ?he m a r k e t  v a l u e  o f  l a n d  i n  t h e  Common- 
w e a l t h  s h a l l  be p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  a p p r a i s e d  and a  copy  p r o v i d e d  t o  tn? l a n d  owne 
b e f o r e  any  s a l e  o r  l o n g  t e r m  l e a s e  i s  e x e c u t e d  r e g a r d i n g  t h a t  l a n d .  Any l a n d  
t r a n s a c t i o n  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  s h a l l  be  vo id ." '  . - . 
Maybe, i f  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y ,  I w i l l  r e r e a d  t h s  f i r s t  s e n t e n c e  t o  nake  s u r e . . . .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  'Gue r re ro :  Tiould you l i k e  t o  r e c e s s  and malie c o p i s s  o f  t h a t  f o r  
t h e  members? 

D e l e g a t e  King: P o i n t  of  c l a r i f i c a t i o n ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t . .  

. . .  . P r s s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  S t a t e  your  p o i n t ,  D e l e g a t e  King. 
. . . . . . . 

~ e l e g a t e  King: I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  v e r s i o n  t h a t  was r e a d  by D e l e g a t e  
Nabors  i s  t h e  a d o p t e d ,  a s  amended, by t h e  Committee o f  t h e  \ h o l e  on J u l y  1 0 ,  

i 1985.  
I 1 D e l e g a t e  Nabors :  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

I D e l e g a t e  King: So t h e  l a s t  one t h a t  D e l e g a t e  ~ a b o r s ' r e a d  i s ,  I t h i n k ,  h i s  

I proposed  f l o o r  amendment. 

P r e s i d e n t  H-. Guer-ero :  Is t h a t  t h e  amendment you a r e  o f f e r i n g ,  D e l e g a t e  . 
Nabors?  

( D e l e g a t e  Nabors:  Yes, t h i s  i s  Committee D r a f t  2 .  
1 
I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  L e t ' s  have a  f i v e - m i n u t e  r e c e s s .  
I 
! 
I 
I T h e r e  b e i n g  no o b j e c t i o n ,  t h e  Conven t ion  r e c e s s e d  a t  2:05 p.m. 

RECESS 

I The Conven t ion  r econvened  a t  2:13 p.m. 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  The s e s s i o n  i s  c a l l e d  back  t o  o r d e r .  D e l e g a t e  Nabors  - 
S e c r e t a r y  Nabors:  Thank you ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  Committee D r a f t  2 ,  p roposed  
f l o o r  amendment on Committee Recommendation No. 1 9 :  

" ' S e c t i o n  3 .  Permanent  and  Long-Term I n t e r e s t s  I n  R e a l  P r o p e r t y .  The 
t e r m  permanent  i n t e r e s t  i n  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  u s e d  i n  S e c t i o n  1 i n c l u d e s  f r e e h o l d  
i n t e r e s t s .  Long t e r m  i n t e r e s t  means l e a s e h o l d  i n t e r e s t s  o f  more t h a n  n in ' e ty -  
n i n e  ( 9 9 )  y e a r s  i n c l u d i n g  r e n e w a l  r i g h t s .  The m a r k e t  v a l u e  o f  l a n d  i n  t h e  
Commonwealth s h a l l  b e  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  a p p r a i s e d  and  a  copy p r o v i d e d  t o  t h e  l a n  
owner b e f o r e  any  s a l e  o r  l o n g  t e r m . l e a s e  i s  e x e c u t i v e d  r e g a r d i n g  t h a t  l a n d .  
Any l a n d  t r a n s a c t i o n  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  s h a l l  b e  v o i d . ' "  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  T h e r e ' s  a  c o r r e c t i o n  on t h a t .  I t ' s  n o t  "more t h a n  
n i n e t y - n i n e  y e a r s " .  I t  i s  "o f  n o t  more t h a n  n i n e t y - n i n e  y e a r s " .  

S e c r e t a r y  Nabors:  I f  i t  i s n ' t  c l e a r ,  w e  c o u l d  modi fy  it. But  t h e  meaning 
t h e r e  i s  t h a t  l o n g  t e r m  i n t e r e s t  o f  more t h a n  99 y e a r s  i s  a  p r o h i b i t e d  a c q u i -  
s i t i o n .  Thank you. 
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Delegate Mafnas, seconded the motion. , 
,<: . .*. ~. *< 

I President H. Guerrero: It has been moved and seconded to adopt the floor 
amendment offered by, I guess, the Committee on Loczl Government. Discussion 

I Delegate Guerrero? 

Deleqate DL. Guerrero: .Yes, Mr. Presidgnt, I just want to raise my concern ( really on this amendment whether this Gould enduce or entice the investors 
realiy on the concept of developi~g conc?ominium as intended in most of the 
elaborations .or during the debates on this committee recommendation. I wonde 
whether Delegate Nabors, since he proposed this floor amendment of 99 years, 
could be very well taking that concern to be 69 years rather than 99. Probab 
ly, Delegate Nabors can enlighten me, ycu know, of his intent in order for me 
to support this floor amendRent, 

. . .  1 '  Presiclent H. Guerrero: Delegate Nabors? 

Delegate Nabors: Thank you, Mr. President. This proposed amendment reflects 
the sentiment expressed during the public hearing together with several d i s ~  
cussior,~ with my fellow colleagues. I would like to have the record' show tha 
the sentiment expressed at the public hearing was that under the present : . 
arrangement, many individuals are executing 40-year ,leases at a depressed 
value and or promising it at the same time to convey'title without any addiL 
tional payments should the law ever change. So in effect, what we have is a 
current situation where outsiders are acquiring an automatic 80-year leasehol 
interest in property at a value of less than half of the land. The purpose.0 
this amendment is to bring it out on top of the table so everyone will know 
what they are dealing with so that the land owner can get a fair value for hi 
property and does not have to make under the table agreements to transfer 
title if the law changes. He can approach an outsider who desires to lease 
his land for 99 years, he can put a price on his land that would be commensu- 
rate with the leasehold period, he can obtain enough funds to support his 
family or secure other land if he so desires, and the investor knows what he 
has and does not have to depend on the land owner fulfilling his cornrnitment'i 
he is still alive at the end'of the initial 40-year period. Also; this is to 
eliminate the necessity of acquiring freehold title of units above the first 
floor. There will now no need to address the delegate proposal that requeste 
that freehold'interests above the first floor be allowed. This would be a 
straight 99-year transaction and any individual desiring to lease a condomi- 
nium could do so for 99 more, no more. And we believe it would eliminate a 
lot of problems in the future. I'd like to, in closing, caution my colleague 
that we do not have all the wisdom. We sit, we study, we assess the public's 
sentiment and try and come up with a best solution as we see it. If, for any 
reason, we, our judgment is short-sighted, we feel certain that the Third Con 
Con will certainly address it as we in the Second Con Con are addressing 
items included in the original ~o.nstitution. I don't particularly want to 
accept the full responsibility for the 99-year amendment. I had input; I 
believe that it will in accordance with the suggestion made in the public 
hearing would be in the best interest of the people to bring it out on top of 
the table and if an individual wants to lease his land for 10 years, he could 
do so. If he wants to lease his land for 50 years, he could do so; or if he 
wants any alternative to lease it for 99 years, that is up to the land owner. 
This simply gives him the latitude to get the value for the land for the term 
of years that he desires that best meets his financial needs and the needs of 
his family. Thank you. 

President H. Guerrero: Let me call on Delegate Villagomez. 



! 
! 

I 22iD C O X  CG:! Z O U R K A L  -- 3 4 c h  Day 

I J u l y  21 ,  1985 

D e l e g a t e  V i l l a q o r n ~ z :  Thank y o u ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  I have  had cngugh i n s u l t  t o  
my i n t e l l i g e n c e  and  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f  t h i s  C o n v e n t i o n  f rom D e l e g a t e  Nabors .  
To e x t e n d  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  a  l e a s e  t o  9 9  y e a r s ,  y o u  m i g h t  a s  w e l l  f o r g e t  t h e  
r e s t r i c t i o n  on  a l i e n a t i o n  o f  l a n d .  I r e a l i z e  ' t h a t  D e l e g a t e  Nabors  would l i k e  
t o  open up t h e  d o o r  t o  a l l  o u t s i d e r s  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  Amer i cans ,  open  up  
t h e  d o o r  which  t h e  F i r s t  Conven t ion  worked v e r y  h a r d  t o  c l o s e  a n d  t o  k e e p  i t  
c l o s e  u n t i l  o u r  p e o p l e  a r e  ready-..and p r e p a r e d  t o  d e a l  on  e q u a l  b a s i s  i n t e l -  
l e , c t u a l l y  and  c o n q e r c i a l l y  w i t h  t h e  exp ' e r i enced  and  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  o u t s i d e r s  
who a r e  coming i n t o  t h e  C N P I I .  I am n o t  f i n i s h e d  y e t .  I r e a l i z e d  t 5 a t  D e l e g a t  
Nabors  i s  n o t  f rom h e r e .  I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  he  c a n  make s t a t e m e n t s  l i k e  t h i s  i s  
t h e  s e n t i m e n t  o f  t h i s  C o n v e n t i o n . o r  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  CNTvZI; t h a t  i s  wrong. I t  
i s . n o t  my s e n t i m e n t  t o  a l l o w  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  CX;jElI t o  l o s e  t h e i r  l a n d  owner- 

[ s h i p .  The T r u s t e e s h i p  Agreement s p e c i f i c a l l y  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
f s h a l l  p r o t e c t  t h e  c u l t u r e ,  t h e  p e o p l e  and  t h e  l a n d s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  . 

' I T r u s t  T e r r i t o r y .  The Covenant  ~ p e c i f i c a l l y  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  f o r  2 5  y e a r s  w e  . 
I must  c o n t r o l  and  r e g u l a t e  o w n e r s h i p  o f  l a n d s  s o  a s  t o  p r o h i b i t  ou t s . i de r s : f rom 
I "  owning l a n d  i n  t h e  C N M I .  T h a t  i s  done i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  cf I l a n d  o w n e r s h i p ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h a t  i s  a l l  t h a t  we have .  I f  w e  had opened  up 

1 t h i s  d o o r  i n  t h e  F i r s t  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n ,  more t h a n  f i f t y  p e r c e n t  pf  

i p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p  on t h e s e  i s l a n d s  would h a v e  been  gone .  Because  o f  t h e  

I r e s t r i c t i o n  t h a t  w e  p u t  d u r i n g  t h e  F i r s t  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n ,  ' less  t h a n  
1 f i f t y  p e r c e n t  a r e  now gone .  D e l e g a t e  Nabors  s a y s ,  w e  d o n ' t  have  t h e  wisdom - 
i 1 t o  l o o k  i n t o  t h e  f u t u r e .  T h a t  i s  c o r r e c t ,  b u t  we have  t h e  wisdom t o  s e e  t h a t  

1 i f  we d o n ' t  p r o t e c t  t h e  l a n d  o w n e r s h i p  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ' t o d a y ,  w e  w o u l d n ' t  h a v e  
; t h e  c h a n c e  - t o  d o  i t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  I c a n n o t  i n  good c o n s c i e n c e  go back  t o  my ' p e o p l e  and  s a y ,  I have  open up  t h e  l e a s e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  t o  a  t e r m  o f  99 y e a r s  

.and i t ' s  up t o  you t o  do  what  you wan t  w i t h  y o u r  l a n d .  And D e l e g a t e  Nabors.  
i s  r e l u c t a n t  t o  t a k e  f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h i s  p r o p o s a l .  T h a t ' s  why when; 
h e  men t ioned  t h a t ,  I s a i d ,  why. The answer  i s  o b v i o u s .  

/ D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  P o i n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  s o  I c a n  c l e a r  t h e . .  . . 
t 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  S t a t e  y o u r  p o i n t .  

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  Okay. I p a s s e d  o u t  a b o u t  s e v e r a l  d a y s  a g o  a  f l o o r  amendmen 
t o  change  t h e  55 o r  6 0  t o  99 y e a r s .  So it was ,  D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o m e z ,  my amend 
ment  and  t h a t ' s  why h e  was,  o r  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  he  s a i d  he  i s  n o t  g o i n g  t o  
t a k e  f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

~ e l e g z t e  V i l l agomez :  Thank you.  

I D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  I a s k e d  him t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  it.  Thank you.  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o m e z :  I c a n n o t  i n  good c o n s c i e n c e  and  a s  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  
t h e  p e o p l e  who p u t  m e  i n  t h i s  Conven t ion  a c c e p t  a n y  p r o p o s a l  t h a t  would open  
u p  t h e  d o o r s  t o  a l l o w  t h e  o u t s i d e  i n v e s t o r s  o r  n o n - i n v e s t o r s  t o  come i n  and  
t a k e  99  y e a r s  o f  l e a s e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  o r  pe rmanen t  i n t e r e s t  i n  l a n d .  The o t h e r  
p o i n t  I want  t o  r a i s e  i s  u n d e r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  amendment, w e  u s e d  t h e  word - - 
" i n c l u d e "  s o  t h e  pe rmanen t  i n t e r e s t  i n  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  i n c l u d e s  f r e e h o l d  i n t e r -  
e s t .  I f  it i n c l u d e s  f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t ,  t h e n '  it mus t  i n c l u d e  o t h e r  t y p e  o f  
i n t e r e s t s .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  know wha t  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t s .  And i f  t h e r e  i s  none ,  t h e .  
I ' d  l i k e  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  word " i n c l u d e "  i s  n o t  a c c e p t a b l e  b e c a u s e  w e  w a n t  
t o  make s u r e  t h a t  f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  i s  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  p e o p l e  o f  N o r t h e r n  
M a r i a n a s  d e s c e n t  o n l y .  F o r  t h a t  r e a s o n ,  I s t r o n g l y  oppose  t h i s  p r o p o s e d  
amendment. 

1 P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s ?  
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Delecrate T o r r e s :  Thank you,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  I nax~e  somewhat mi:.:ed f e e l i n g s  
a b o u t  t h i s .  Fo r  o n e  t h i n g ,  t h e  Commit$ee'on L o c a l  Government seems t o  be 
s p o n s o r i n g  t h i s .  I am q u i t e  d i s t u r S e d . b e c a u s $ i t  i s  r e a l l y  a g a i n s t  t h e  p r i n -  
c i p l e  o f  t h e  members. The p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  t h a t  w e  had a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  D i s t r i c t  
C o u r t ,  t h i s  t e r m  was n e v e r  even  men t ioned .  The c l o s e s t  t o  i t  was 60 y e a r s  a n  
t h a t  i s  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  l e a s e h o l d , .  i n t e r e s t ,  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Hawai i .  And even  
t n e  S t a t e  o f  Hawa i i ,  a s  b i t  a s  if5 i s ,  i&%s i n u n d a t e d  by o u t s i d e  i n v e s t o r s .  
And I f e a r  t h a t  s i m i l a r  t h i n g s  w i l l  happen i n  t h e  Cornrnonwealtn. N G W ,  e x t e n d -  
i n g  t h e  t e r m  t o  99 y e a r s  b r i n g s  t o  mind a  mockery o f  t h e  l a n d  a l i e h a t i o n .  I t  
s e c n s  l i k e  w e  c a n  no l o n g e r  d i s t i n g u i s h  between what  a  l e a s e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  i s  
and. a  f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  when w e  do t h i s .  P e r h a p s  i f  w e  do a c c e p t  t h i s  amend- 
ment t o  i n c r e a s e  i t  up t o  99 y e a r s ,  t h e n  w e  s h o u l d n ' t  have  any  l a n d  a l i e n a t i o  
c l a u s e  a t  a l l .  And w e  s h o u l d n ' t  have  f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t .  W e  s h o u l d  s c r a t c h  
e v e r y t h i n g  o f f .  A l s o ,  a n o t h e r  i s s u e  t h a t  w e  b r o u g h t ' u p  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  a r t i f i -  
c i a l  d e p r e c i a t i o n  o f  l a n d  v a l u e - i f  you r e s t r i c t  t h e  l e a s e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  t o  6.0 

I ,  y e a r s .  I o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h a t ' s  n o t  t h e  c a s e .  The v a l u e  o f  l a n d  appre-.: 
i c i a t e s  e v e r y  y e a r .  I n c r e a s i n g  l e a s e h o l d  p e r i o d  w i l l ,  and  I u n d e r l i n e  thkt,:' 
1 w i l l .  d e p r e c i a t e  t h e  v a l u e  o f  l a n d  i n  t h e  amount o f  a n n u a l  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  th-a 
1 l a n d .  So I r e a l l y  do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  r e s t r i c t i n g  t h e  l e a s e h o l d  t e r m  t o  60.  
i 1 y e a r s  would n e c e s s a r i l y  d e p r e c i a t e  t h e  v a l u e  of  t h e  l a n d .  Ex tend ing ,  it w i l l  

I d o f i n i t e  d e p r e c i a t e  t h e  v a l u e  b e c a u s e  l a n d  a p p r e c i a t e s .  And once  you a r e  
g i v e n  a  lump-sum payment f o r  t h a t  99 y e a r s ,  you c a n  no l o n g e r  have  any  n e g o t i  

1 a t i o n  t o  g e t  more i n  t h e  amount o f  t h e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  ' ~ f  t h e  l a n d .  A s  I sa id . ,  

( I am r e a l l y  q u i t e  d i s t u r b e d  a b o u t  t h i s  b e c a u s e  o u r  whole  i n t e n t i o n  i s  t o  
' p r o t e c t  t h e  p e o p l e .  Those p e o p l e ,  a s  I have  m e n t i o n e d ,  t h o s e  who a r e  less  

f o r t u n a t e  <o n o t  have  d e v e l o p e d  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where w e  a l l  have  d e v e l o p e d  o u r  
I c a p a b i l i t i e s  and  c a p a c i t i e s  t o  see t h i n g s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  ways.  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  

l o t  o f ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  h e r e  have  y e t  t o  d e v e l o p  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  ; 

compe t ing  s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  compe t ing  on p a r  w i t h  more s o p h i s t i c a t e d ,  sh rew,  
o u t s i d e  i n v e s t o r s .  To m e ,  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  l a n d  a l i e n a t i o n  i s  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  
g o a l  o f  d e v e l o p i n g  o u r s e l v e s  f i r s t ,  d e v e l o p i n g  o u r  c a p a b i l i t i e s ,  o u r  t a l e n t s  
and  t h e n ,  a f t e r  t h a t ,  w e  c a n  p r o u d l y  s a y  t h a t  w e  a r e  r e a d y  a n d  l e t ' s  compete  

I on  e q u a l  b a s i s .  Thank you.  
I / P r e s i c l e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  L e t  m e  c a l l  on Delegzite T e n o r i o  n e x t .  

I D e l e g a t e  T e n o r i o :  Thank you ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  1'11 y i e l d .  My c o n c e r n s  have  I been  a d d r e s s e d .  

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Manglona? 
I 

D e l e g a t e  Manglona: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  t o  m e  p e r s o n a l l y ,  99 o r  40 y e a r s  d o e s  n o t  
mean a n y t h i n g .  F o r t y  y e a r s  a s  it i s  now, t h e  p e o p l e  a r e  g o i n g  a r o u n d  t h a t  
a n d  I t h i n k  t h e  main problem i s  i n  t h e  c o n t r a c t  o r  t h e  l e a s e  a g r e e m e n t  t h a t  
a r e  b e i n g  pe r fo rmed  nowadays. Some c o n t r a c t s  a l l o w  f o r  a  change  i n  l aw  
c l a u s e s  a s  D e l e g a t e  Nabors  b r o u g h t  up.  Some o f  them i f  a  l e a s e  were t o  b e  
i n c r e a s e d  t o  60 y e a r s  o r  9 9  y e a r s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  t h a t  same 40-year  l e a s e  ' w i l l  
e x t e n d  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  amount t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  i n c r e a s e .  So t h i s  40 y e a r s  
o r  9 9  y e a r s  d o e s  n o t  r e a l l y  mean mvch t o  m e  now u n l e s s  w e  p u t  some o r  a  s t o p  
on  t h e s e  l o o p h o l e s .  And I t h i n k  i f  w e  p u t  9 9  y e a r s  t h a t  would p u t  e v e r y t h i n g  
up  on t h e  t a b l e  a s  D e l e g a t e  Nabors  a g a i n  men t ioned  and  t h e  l a n d  owner c a n  
d e a l  s t r a i g h t  w i t h  h i s  l a n d .  A t  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g ,  my l a s t  q u e s t i o n  I be- 
l i e v e  i n  t h a t  h e a r i n g  was,  what  d o  you t h i n k  a b o u t  t h e  i d e a  o f  e l i m i n a t i n g  
l a n d  a l i e n a t i o n  and  one guy jumped up r i g h t  away and  s a i d ,  h e y ,  t h a t ' s  a  good 
i d e a .  And t h i s  guy happens  t o  b e  t h e  guy who i s  d e a l i n g  on  t h i s  $115 m i l l i o n  
h o t e l  on  L a u l a u .  So i f  you want  deve lopmen t ,  t h e n  t h e  removal  o f  l a n d  
a l i e n a t i o n  i s  t h e  way t o  do  it and t h i s  9 9  y e a r s  i s  one  s t e p  b e f o r e  t h a t .  
Thank you. 
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P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e q a t e  Nafnas?  , 

.A 

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  Thank you ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  1: a p o l o g i z e  t o  t h e  members, 
e s p e c i a l l y  t o  t h e  Committee on  L o c a l  Government b e c a u s e  i t  was I who a s k e d  
D e l e g a t e  ~ a b o r s  t o  change  t h e  6 0  t o  99 y e a r s .  I handed o u t  a  commit tee  r e c o r .  
menda t ion .  I l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  statements: . . ;made by t h e  p r e v i o u s  s p e a k e r s  and I 
t h i n k  t h e y  have  mer i t s .  J u s t  a ' $ e ~ \ i  dayS'>ago, w e  amended S e c t i o n  5 o f  A r t i c l e  
XI1 on c o r p o r a t i o n  t o  change  t h e  f i f t y 2 0 n e  p e r c e n t  l o c a l  h o l d i n g s  t o  one 
hundred  p e r c e n t  and o u r  r e a s o n  f o r  t h a t  i s  t h a t  w e  want  t o  p r o t e c t '  o u r  p e o p l e  
I t h i n k  w e  made t h a t  d e c i s i o n  w i t h o u t  s e c u r i n g  a d e q u a t e  s e n t i m e n t  o f  o u r  
p e ~ p l e .  Are 'we r e a l l y  p r o t e c t i n 5  t h e n ?  Of c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  a r e  a r g u m e n t s ,  p r o s  
and  c o n s  a s  t o  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  and d i s a d v a n t a g e s .  None o f  u s  made a n  i n - d e p t h  
s t u d y  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  one  hundred  p e r c e n t  w i l l  d e f i n i t e l y  e n t i c e  i n v e s t m e n t s  
i n t o  t h o s e  l a n d - r i c h e d  p e o p l e ,  y e t  w e  went ahead  a n d ' a d o p t e d  i t .  . T h e  9 9  y e a r  
o r  t h e r e  was a l s o  a  s t a t e m e n t  t l i a t  t h e  Conven t ion  o r  t h e  commit tee  i s  p l a n n l n  
t o  supp lemen t  t h e  amendment from 5 1  t o  9 9  by c h a n g i n g  t h e  40 y e a r s  t o  60 .yea . r  
ifho w e r e  p r e s e n t  r e a l l y  i n  t h e  . h e a r i n g ?  W e r e  t h e r e  l a n d  s p e c u l a t o r s ' w h o  'ha*.e 
a c q u i r e d  more t h a n  s u f f i c i e n t  l a n d  and t h e y  d o n ' t  care  w h e t h e r ,  you know, i t '  
changed  t o  one  hundred  p e r c e n t  l o c a l  o w n e r s h i p ?  Were t h e r e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  pub 
l i c  h e a r i n g s  who had c o n f l i c t  o f  i n t e r e s t s ?  So w e  j u s t  c a n n o t  s a y  b h a t  b a s e d  
on  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g ,  t h i s  was t h e  s e n t i m e n t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  Nor the rn .  . 

Mar ianas .  I f  I have  a  p i e c e  o f  l a n d  and  a n  i n v e s t o r ,  w a n t s  t o  come i n  and  Say  
l e t ' s  j o i n t ,  you t a k e  5 1  and I ' l l  p i c k  up 49. What r i g h t  do w e  have  t o  t e l l  
o u r  p e o p l e  t h a t  t h e y  c a n n o t  i n c o r p o r a t e  a t  51-49? So t h e  p o i n t ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n  
i s  r e a l l y  w e  d o n ' t  have  t h e  s e n t i m e n t  o f  o u r  p e o p l e  b e c a u s e  w e  n e v e r  went  o u t  
t o  Rota  and- T i n i a n  t o  echo  t h e s e  p r o p o s a l s ,  e v e n  S a i p a n .  T h e r e  was ~ n l y  one  
p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  i n  Garapan .  How many showed up?  Only t h e  p o l i t i c i a n s ;  m o s t ' o  
them were p o l i t i c i a n s  who were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  n o t  a b o l i s h i n g  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  
Mayor. So I am k i n d  o f  c o n f u s e d  now. A r e  w e  g o i n g  t o  p r o t e c t  o u r  p e o p l e ?  Is  
t h i s  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  P r o p o s a l  No. 40 and  a l s o  t h e  p r o p o s a l  t h a t  w e  a r e  now 
d i s c u s s i n g ?  I q u e s t i o n  t h e  wisdom f o r  c h a n g i n g  t h e  5 1  p e r c e n t  l o c a l  o w n e r s h i  
and  I a l s o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  wisdom o f  c h a n g i n g  t h e  40 y e a r s  t o  60 y e a r s .  I t ' s  
t h e i r  l a n d ,  l e t  them d e c i d e  what  t o  do w i t h  i t .  I f  t h e y  wan t  t o  l e a s e  it f o r  
60,  75 ,  99 y e a r s ,  l e t  them d e c i d e  t h a t  and  n o t  u s  o v e r  h e r e .  Thank you v e r y  
much. 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o m e z ?  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l agomez :  Thank you ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  I am v e r y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h  
s t a t e m e n t  " l e t  them d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  t h e y  wan t  75 ,  99" .  I w i s h  w e  c o u l d .  T h a t '  

t h e  p o i n t .  I r e a l l y ,  r e a l l y  w i sh  o u r  p e o p l e  a r e  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  
enough t o  s a y ,  no ,  s i r ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t  o f f e r  i s  n o t  good.  I f  somebody c o n  
t o  m e  and  s a y s ,  I want  t o  d e a l  w i t h  you a b o u t  y o u r  l a n d ,  t h i s  i s  my o f f e r .  I 
c a n  t a k e  t h a t ,  a n a l y z e  i t ,  t h i n k  a b o u t  it and t e l l  him, go  s i n k  y o u r  head  i n  
t h e  s a n d s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  many, many o f  o u r  p e o p l e  a r e  n o t  a b l e  t o  s a y  t h a t .  
And many o f  them s a y ,  you a r e  g o i n g  t o  pay m e  t h a t  much money? They 've  n e v e r  
s e e n  h a l f  t h a t  much money s o  t h e y  t a k e  t h e  money and  t e n  y e a r s  l a t e r  when 
t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  a r e  o u t  o f  c o l l e g e  and  t h e y  s t a r t  t a l k i n g  t o  him on what  he  h a  
done .  H e  comes t o  t h e  l awyer  and s a y s ,  i s  t h e r e  a n y t h i n g  you c a n  do  t o  c h a n g  
t h i s ?  I want  t o  t a k e  my l a n d  back. '  I t ' s  t o o  l a t e .  I w i s h  t h a t  o u r  p e o p l e  
c a n  t e l l  what  t h e y  a r e  d o i n g ,  c a n  t e l l  t h e  o u t s i d e r s  how t h e y  want  t h e i r  l a n d  
how t h e y  a r e  g o i n g  t o  d e a l .  And I wish  t h e y  know how t o  d e a l .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  
t h e y  d o n ' t .  And s o  t o  s a y ,  l e t  them d e c i d e  i s  n o t  r e a l l y  h e l p i n g  them. T h a t  
i s  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  I want  t o  emphas i ze .  By g i v i n g  it t o  them, you 
a r e  p r a c t i c a l l y  t e l l i n g  them t o  go and g e t  r i d  o f  y o u r  l a n d ,  t a k e  y o u r  money 
and  spend  it i n  s i x  months and t h e  end  r e s u l t  would be  t h a t  w e  a r e  g o i n g  t o  
move up t o  t h e  moun ta in  and t h e n  up t o  t h e  sky .  Thank you.  
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P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  C a l v o ?  

D e l e q a t e  C a l v o :  Thank y o u ,  Mr. P r e s i d e n t . '  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  w i t h  r e g a r d s  t o  1, t h a t  o n e  h u n d r e d  p e r c e n t  c o r p o r a t i o n  o j n e r s h i p :  and  l o o k i n g  a t  t h i s  l o n g - t e r n  
i n t e r e s t  i n  r e a l  p r o p e r t y ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  I g o t  m y s e l f  c o n f u s e d .  I d i d  i n q u i r e  
a l e g a l  o p i n i o n  w i t h  r z g a r d s  t o  t h e  o n e  h u n d r e d  p e r c e n t  l o c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
on  c o r p o r a t i o n s  a n d  I was c o n v i n c e d  t h a t , . & h e  o n e  h u n d r e d  p e r c e n t  would n o t  
l i m i t  l o c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i . c n  i n  b u s i a e s s  w$$5 o u t s i d e  v e n t u r e s .  I t h i n k  t h e  o n e  
h u n d r e d  p e r c e n t ,  o r  t h s  i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h a t  o n e  h u n z r e d  p e r c e n t  l o c a l  o w n e r s h i p  
o n  c o r p o r a t i o n s  i s  m e r e l y  f o r  t h e  r e t e n t i o n  o f  l a n d  o w n e r s h i p .  T h k t  means thy 
o n l y  p e r s o n s  i n  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  t h a t  c a n  own l o c a l  l a n d s  o r  t h e  l a n d s  i n  t h e  
Commonwealth would  b e  t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  l o c a l  o r  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  t h e  M a r i a n a s .  I 
f e e l  t h a t  t h a t  i s  a  good s o l u t i c n  t o  o u r  w o r r i e s .  W e  d o n ' t  1,vant t o  see it 
t h a t  o u r  l a n d s  h a s  been  t r a d e  o u t  w i t h  d o l l a r  s i g n s  and  I t h i n k  w e  h a v e  d e a l t  
w i t h  t h a t .  Now i n  t h i s  r e g a r d  when it d e a l s  w i t h  p e r m a n e n t  o r  l o n g - t e r m  
i n t e r e s t  i n  r e a l  p r o p e r t y ,  I t h i n k  t h e  9 9  y e a r s  i s  o f  c o u r s e  a  good d e f i n i t i . 0 :  
t o  h a v e ,  b u t  when I s t a r t  h e a r i n g  o t h e r  a r g u m e n t s  t h a t  it m i g h t  b e  t o o  long': ': 
a n d  w e  .migh t  deny  t h e  ind iv i .dua ; l  owning  t h e  1 a n d . a n  a d d i t i o n a l  p r o f i t s f r d m : . '  
t h e  l a n d ,  I s t a r t  t o  y i e l d  b a c k  and  l i s t e n  more .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t i m e ,  I 
s t i l l ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  i n  c o n s c i e n c e  c a n n o t  make my d e c i s i o n .  I h a v e  t o  l i s t e  
t o  more o f  t h e  a n a l y s i s  by  o u r  p e o p l e  who a r e  more a w a r e  a b o u t  t h e s e , t h i n g s .  
So t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  j u s t  a s  I d i d  a s k e d  a n d  I t h i n k  it w i l l  b e n e f i t  o u r  p e o p l e  
T h a t  d o e s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  mean t h a t  w e  c a n n o t  i n c o r p o r a t e  w i t h  o u t s i d e  ven- . 

t u r e s .  W e  c a n  h a v e  a c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  e i t h e r  20 p e r c e j t  f r o m  u s  a n d  80 p e r c e n t  
f r o m  o u t s i d e ,  b u t  l a n d  o w n e r s h i p  .... 
D e l e q a t e  Mafnas:  Q u e s t i o n .  

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas?  

I D e l e g a t e  Mafnas :  A r e  you e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  t o  me? 

... D e l e q a t e  C a l v o :  No, when you .  
i 1 D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  Because  i f  you a r e  e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  t o  m e ,  I know it a l r e a d y  

I t h e s e  t h i n g s .  . 

I 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  King? 

D e l e q a t e  C a l v o :  No. I ' m  j u s t  s t a t i n g  it o u t  f o r  t h e  res t .  Okay,  M r .  
P r e s i d e n t ,  I would  y i e l d  a t  t h i s  t i m e  and  l i s t e n  t o  o t h e r  s t a t e m e n t s  b a s e d  o n  

D e l e q a t e  King:  Thank you ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  I t h i n k  t h e  r a t i o n a l e  o f  c u t  o f f  
y e a r  i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  I s h o u l d  s a y  t h a t  I t h i n k  we made a m i s t a k e  a l r e a d  
down on  T i n i a n  a n d  s t i l l  w e ' r e  n o t  r e a l i z i n g  o u r  m i s t a k e .  I j u s t  wonder  why 
w e  h a v e  t h o s e  k i n d s  o f  cases c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  lease  down o n  T i n i a n  by t h e  
M i l i t a r y .  I f  t h a t  w h a t  w e  w a n t ,  t h e n  why w e  g o  t o  c o u r t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  l a n d  
down o.n T i n i a n .  T h i s  i s  a n o t h e r  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  we a r e  g o i n g  t o  e n c o u n t e r ' i n  
t h e  f u t u r e .  W e  a r e  t h i n k i n g  o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n ' s  c h i l d r e n  a n d  w h a t  
a re  we p r o t e c t i n g  now? A r e  w e  p r o t e c t i n g  o u r  c h i l d r e n  o r  o u r  own i n t e r e s t ,  
s e l f - i n t e r e s t ?  I f  t h i s  i s  g o i n g  t o  b e  a n  open  d o o r ,  m i g h t  as w e l l  t h e  e n t i r e  
l a n d  a l i e n a t i o n  s u b j e c t  s h o u l d  b e  v o i d .  L e t ' s  b e  r e a l i s t i c  by  t h e  i n f l e x i b i -  
l i t y .  And l e t ' s  b e  r e a l i s t i c  on  wha t  w e  a re  d o i n g  h e r e .  W e  a re  t r y i n g  t o  
amend o u r  C o n s t i t u t i o n  t o  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  o u r  p e o p l e  t o  see t h e  f u t u r e  b: 
g r a d u a l  c h a n g e  b u t  n o t  by  immed ia t e  c h a n g e .  Those  p e o p l e  t h a t  a r e  d o i n g  a g r e .  
men t  u n d e r  t h e  t a b l e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  wan t  t o  d o  t h a t  t o  g e t  away f rom t h e  l a w .  
And t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  a r e  d o i n g  t h a t  t o  g e t  away f r o m  t h e  l a w  i s  n o t  u s  b u t  t h e  
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p e o p l e  frcm o u t s i d e  t h z t  a r e  t e a c h i n g  ou r .pco l ; l e  how t o  g e t  away from t n e  lab 
And t h e s e  k i n d s  o f  t e a c h i n g s  and t h i s  -k ind  o f  ... democracy i s  v e r y  wrong becausc  
w e  a r e  n o t  b e i n g  a d m i n i s t r a t e d  by t h e  p r o p e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  be 
a c c e p t a b l e  by o u r  p e o p l e  and t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o r i .  And by t h e  time t h a t  t h e  
n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n  come t n e y  a r e  t h e  one t h a t  i s  c h a l l e n g i n g  o u r  i n a c t i o n  o r  l a c  
o f  a c t i o n  o r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a r r o g a n c e .  A n q t h e r e f o r e ,  I u r g e  t h e  c o l l e a g u e s ,  
th.e d e l e g a t e s  t h a t  p l e a s e  t h i n k  cwice  p e i o r e  you opsn  t h e  d o o r  t o  t h e  o u t -  
s i d e r s .  I have l o t s  o f  l a n d  down t h e r e  i n  T i n i a n ,  p e r h a p s  I have .a 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  
s q u a r e  m e t e r s .  I want  t o  open t h e .  d o c r  i n  o r d e r  f o r  m e  t o  g e t  r i c h ,  b u t  I 
have  s i x  k i d s  t h a t  I ' m  t h i n k i n g  o f .  T h a t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  I have t o  p r o t e c t  
t h e  l i f e  t h a t  I want t o  g i v e  t o  my k i d s ,  t o  my c h i l d r e n .  L e t ' s  n o t  f o o l  o u r  
p e o p l e  by means o f  i n v e s t o r ,  by means o f  money. L e t ' s  g i v e  them t h e  chance  
by s e e i n g  t h e  g r a d u a l  changes  i n  o u r  s o c i e t y .  And t h e r e f o r e ,  a g a i n ,  p l e a s e  
t h i n k  twice b e f o r e  you v o t e  t h i ~  f l o o r  amendment. Thank you.  

. . .  

! D e l e g a t e  Mafnas: P o i n t  o f  in f?rmat . ion ,  M r .  ' p r e s i d e n t .  . . . . . .. 
I 
1 ~ r e i i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r o :  S t a t e  your  p o i n t ,  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas.  
I ' D e l e g a t e  Mafnas: I t h i n k  someth ing  i s  ment ioned  t h a t  o u t s i d e r s  a r e  ' m i s l e a d i n  I I o u r  p e o p l e .  I ' v e  s e e n  a  l e a s e  ag reemen t  by a  l o c a l  a t t o r n e y  where it h a s  a. - 
f c l a u s e  o f  change of  law whereas  a l l  payments  made a g a i n s t  t h a t ,  i f  t h e  l aw  i s  

1 changed a u t o m a t i c a l l y  t h e  l e a s e e  g e t s  t h e  l a n d .  So i t ' s  n o t  r e a l l y  t h e  o u t L  
i s i d e r s .  W e  have l o c a l  a t t o r n e y  who ' s  d o i n g  t h a t  now. I j u s t  want  t h e  r e c o r d  
I t o  r e f l e c t  . t h a t .  Thank you. 
i 

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s ?  

D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  Thank you,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  I d i s a g r e e  t h a t  40,  60 ,  and  99 
y e a r s  do  n o t  make a  d i f f e r e n c e .  They do .  W e  a l l  o p e r a t e  on c e r t a i n  assump- 
t i o n s  and ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  w e  a l l  o p e r a t e  on c e r t a i n  p r i n c i p l e s .  Now, i f  40,  6 0 ,  
and 99 do n o t  make a  d i f f e r e n c e ,  t h e n  why come up w i t h  40 t o  b e g i n  w i t h ?  Why 
cone  up  w i t h  60? Why come up w i t h  99? I b e l i e v e  t h e y  do  make a  d i f f e r e n c e .  
They i n d e e d  d o  make a  d i f f e r e n c e .  And we a l l  o p e r a t e  unde r  d i f f e r e n t  assump- 
t i o n s .  And i f  you s c r u t i n i z e  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  t h a t  we f o l l o w ,  you a r e  g o i n g  t o  
see o u r  t r u e  c o l o r s  because  we a l l  o p e r a t e  under  d i f f e r e n t  p r i n c i p l e s  a s  w e l l  
I am q u i t e  d i s a p p o i n t e d  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  a r e  b e i n g  q u e s t i o n e d .  I 
t h i n k  i f  we a r e  g o i n g  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  f o r  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  
i s s u e ,  t h e n  I b e l i e v e  i t ' s  o n l y  f a i r  and  i t ' s  o n l y  l o g i c a l  t o  s t a r t  q u e s t i o n -  
i n g  a l . 1  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  a r e  some p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  where o n l y  t h e  
a d v o c a t e s  o f  a  p r o p o s a l  a r e  p r e s e n t .  And p e r h a p s  o n l y  t h e  a d v o c a t e s  o f  t h a t  
p r o p o s a l  a r e  i n v i t e d .  I d o n ' t  want  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h a t .  I t h i n k  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  
i s  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g .  I t  i s  up  t o  u s  now t o  t a k e  what  we r e c e i v e d  from t h a t  
p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  and  bounce it o u t  w i t h  o u r  p r i n c i p l e ,  w i t h  o u r  i n t e g r i t y ,  w i t h  
o u r  a s s u m p t i o n .  I t h i n k  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  do h e l p .  P u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  may n o t  
g i v e  u s  what  w e  w a n t ,  b u t  a t  l e a s t  w e  see t h e  o t h e r  s i d e s  s o  t o  s p e a k .  On t h .  
i s s u e  of  f o r e i g n  i n v e s t o r s ,  f o r  t h e  most  p a r t  f o r e i g n  i n v e s t o r s  would l i k e  t o  
come i n  and g e n e r a t e  o r  make a s  much p r o f i t s  a s  p o s s i b l e  a t  t h e  l e a s t  c o s t  an ,  
i n  t h e  s h o r t e s t  t i m e  p o s s i b l e .  I d o u b t  whe the r  f o r e i g n  i n v e s t o r s  would l i k e  
t o  s t a y  h e r e  pe rmanen t ly  because  t h e r e  i s  n o t  t h a t  much h e r e  anyway. So I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e  s h o u l d  f e a r  t h e  i n a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  b e c a u s e  i f  
a n y t h i n g  t h e  Commonwealth i s  a  v e r y  a t t r a c t i v e  p l a c e  t o  i n v e s t .  I t  i s  p o l i -  
t i c a l l y  s t a b l e d  u n l i k e  t h e  o t h e r  p l a c e s ,  u n l i k e  I r a n  o r  t h e  o t h e r  p l a c e s  wher\  
i t ' s  p o l i t i c a l l y  u n s t a b l e .  I t h i n k  w e  a r e  f o r t u n a t e  b e c a u s e  w e  have p o l i t i c a .  
s t a b i l i t y  and I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  one  v e r y  ma jo r  f a c t o r  t h a t  f o r e i g n  i n v e s t o r s  
c o n s i d e r  i n  i n v e s t i n g .  On t h e  i s s u e  o f  c o r p o r a t i o n ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  
s t i l l  a  l i t t l e  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a b o u t  t h a t .  A s  and  I t h i n k  D e l e g a t e  Lizama 
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I g o t  i n t o  t h a t  t r a p  a s  w e l l .  A s  I n e n t i ~ z e d  e a r l i e r  and  a s  I e x p l a i n e d  
e a r l i e r ,  making t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  one hundred  p e r c e n t  N o r t h e r n  : . I ~ r i a n a s  o:vner- 
s h i p  would n o t  .... ..; - 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  P o i n t  o f  o r d e r .  Can y o u  r e f r a i n  from t a l k i n g  a b o u t  
c o r p o r a t i o n  and j u s t  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  amendment a t  t h i s  t i m e ?  

D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  Okay. Wel l ,  y6u d i d  ~ g t  c a t c h  t h e  o t h e r  s p e a k e r s  when t h e y  
t a l k e d  a b o u t  t h a t ,  b u t  I ' l l  r e f r a i n  from t a l k i n g  a b o u t  i t .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  4 0  
y e a r s ,  a s  was e s t a b l i s h 2 d  by t h e e F i r s t  Con Con, was s u f f i c i e n t ,  more t h a n  
s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  a m o r t i z a t i o n .  T h a t  i s  t o  r e c o v e r  y o u r  i n i t i a l  c a p i t a l i z a t i o n  
c o s t  and a t  t h e  same t ime  maximize p r o f i t s .  E x t e n d i n g  i t  t o  6 0  y e a r s  i s  more 
t h a n  enough.  I mean i t ' s  l o n g  enough a l r e a d y .  L"lakir,g it 99 y e a r s  i s  r e a l l y  
d e f e a t i n g  t h e  p r i n c i p l e .  And t h i s  i s  where I d i s a g r e e  now -- t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o  
l a n d  a l i e n a t i o n  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  w i l l  no l o n g e r  be  any d i s t i n c t i o n  between f r e e -  
h o l d  and  l e a s e h o l d  i n t e r e s t .  99 y e a r s  f o r  a l l  p r a c t i c a l  p u r p o s e s  i n  economic  
terms i s  f e e  s i m p l e  t r a n s a c t i o n .  So p l e a s e  ' r e -eyamine  y o u r  c o n s c i e n ~ e . ,  re-.'..-- 
e x a q i n e  your  i n i t i a l  i n p u l s e  and  s t u d y  t h i s  t h i n g  c a r e f u l l y  b e f o r e  you make ' -a  
d e c i s i o n .  Thank you.  

i P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  G u e r r e r o ?  ! 
D e l e g a t e  DL. G u e r r e r o :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I ,  f o r  o n e ,  &m c o n c e r n e d  on t h e  e x t e n 2  
i n g  t h i s  f rom 4 0  t o  99 y e a r s .  What would happen I f o r e s e e  it t h a t  s h o u l d  t h z  
t r a n s a c t i o n  t a k e s  p l a c e  t o d a y ,  t h e  young g e n e r a t i o n  o f  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  f a m i l y  
may have  no s a y  s o  b u t  f o r  t h e  n e x t  a f t e r  99 y e a r s .  I b e l i e v e  and  I s t r o n g l y  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  l a n d  v a l u e  i s  g a i n i n g  from t i m e  t o  t i m e  by means o f  t h e  mar- 
k e t  v a l u e  o f  t h a t  l a n d .  And by e x t e n d i n g  i t ,  t h i s  l e a s e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  more 
t h a n  40 y e a r s ,  what  would happen s h o u l d  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h i s  l a n d  have  grown ; 

a c t u a l l y  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  t h e  v e r y  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p a r e n t s  t h a t  
engaged  o r  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h i s  t y p e  o f  l e a s e h o l d  ag reemen t  would not  have  a n y  
c h a n c e s  t o  r e n e g o t i a t e  s u c h  i n t e r e s t .  I t h i n k  i t ' s  o n l y  p r o p e r  t h a t  t h i s  
Conven t ion  a d d r e s s  t h a t  r a t h e r  t h a n  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  p o s s i b l e  c h a o s  among t h e  
f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s .  I b e l i e v e  l a n d  f o r  u s  i s  n o t  o n l y  b e c a u s e  w e  have t h e  
l a n d  b u t  i t ' s  one  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  s o u r c e  o f  s o c i a l  s t a b i l i t y .  And I b e l i e v e  
a l s o  t h a t  l a n d  i s  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  i s l a n d  l i k e w i s e  
T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  l i k e  I s a i d  e a r l i e r ,  t h a t  i t  p a s s e s  f rom g e n e r a t i o n  t o  g e n e r a -  
t i o n .  And I am n o t  c o n v i n c e d  r e a l l y  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  e x t e n d  t h e  l e a s e h o l d  
p e r i o d  t o  99 y e a r s  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  I ' m  one  o f  t h e  s t r o n g  b e l i e v e r s  t h a t  t h e  
v a l u e  o f  t h e  l a n d  would i n c r e a s e  froin t i m e  t o  t i m e .  I t  may n o t  be  no way, a s  
some' o f  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  s a i d  b u t  I ' l l  g u a r a n t y  t h a t  it i s  a  way t o  i n c r e a s e  t h s  
v a l u e  o f  t h e  l a n d .  And I ' m  s o r r y  t h a t  I w i l l  n o t  v o t e  t o  e x t e n d  t h i s  t o  99 
y e a r s .  Thank you.  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l a n u e v a :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  two d a y s  a g o  I v o t e d  f o r  t h e  one  h u n d r e d  
p e r c e n t  o w n e r s h i p  on  c o r p o r a t i o n . .  I was p e r s u a d e d  t h a t  t h i s  i s  good b e c a u s e  
Committee Recommendation 1 9  i s  coming up and  would s u p p l e m e n t  t h e  i n c e n t i . v e  
o f  o u t s i d e  i n v e s t o r s  by i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  number o f  y e a r s  f rom 40  y e a r s  t o  more 
t h a n  40 y e a r s .  Now, i t  s e e m s  l i k e  w e  m i g h t  want  t o  go back  and  c u t  i t  down t 
25 y e a r s .  I c a n n o t  s e e  anybody i n . h i s  r i g h t  mind s p e n d i n g  t h e i r  money h e r e  
even  though  t h i s  p l a c e  i s  v e r y  a t t r a c t i v e ,  v e r y  p o l i t i c a l l y  s t a b l e  and  j u s t  
f o r  25 y e a r s  t o  s p e n d  $115 m i l l i o n  t o  b u i l d  a  condominium. I c a n n o t  i m a g i n e  
s e e i n g  anybody i n  h i s  r i g h t  mind d o i n g  t h a t .  Maybe I have  been  away t o o  l o n g  
But  I ' v e  s e e n  i n  o t h e r  p l a c e s  p e o p l e  w i t h  money t o  i n v e s t  and  t h e y  l o o k  a t  h o  
l o n g  c a n  my money e a r n  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p l a c e .  Of c o u r s e ,  p o l i t i c a l  s t a b i -  
l i t y  i s  one  o f  t h e  most  i m p o r t a n t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  But  i t ' s  t r u e  t h a t  t h e r e  i 
no d i f f e r e n c e  between 40 y e a r s ,  60 y e a r s ,  and  99 y e a r s  b e c a u s e  nobody i s  



f o r c e d  t o  l e a s e  t h s i r  l , i ~ . d  f o r  39 y e a r s  even  though r..ie p a s s  t h i s .  3:e r a n  
l e a s e  i t  f o r  5  y e a r s  a t  a t i n e .  W e  c a n  l e a s e t i t  f o r  10 y e a r s  a t  a  t i n e .  And 
i f  we worry  a b o u t  o u r  c h i l d r e n  n o t  bein.g a b l e - t o  a d j u s t  t h e  inc3me o f  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  p r o p e r t y ,  we can  make i t  5-year  a t  a  t i m e  w i t h  a  c l a u s s  t h a t  i s  
s a y i n g ,  you know, i f  i n c o n e  i s  i n c r e a s e d  on  t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  t h e n  1 0  p e r c e n t  o r  
w h a t e v e r  p e r c e n t  would go on the .  i l e a s e  o.kJwould be g i v e n  t o  t h e  l a n d  owner .  
I ' v e  s e e n  i n v e s t m e n t s  t h a t  have  this  c l a u s e  ., t h a t  a d j u s t  and  n o t  j u s t  s a y  
$12 ,000  p e r  y e a r  f o r  9 9  y e a r s .  I ' m  c o n v i n c e d ;  I was c o n v i n c e d  by D e l e g a t e  
Reyes t h a t  t h e  v a l u e  o f  l a n d  i n c r a . a s e  i f  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you c a n  l e a s e  t h ?  l a n d  
i s  l o n g e r .  A-t  l e a s t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  o r  t h e  i n v e s t o r  who w a n t s  t o  p u t  h i s  mone: 

, can-  s a y  i n s t e a d  o f  p u t t i n g  i n  j u s t  $500 ,000 ,  I ' m  w i l l i n g  t o  p u t  i~ $5  m i l l i o n  
! b e c a u s e  t h e  t e r n  o f  t h e  l e a s e  and  t h e  t i m e  I c a n  u s e  t h e  l a n d  i s  l o c g a r .  And 

I am a f r a i d  t h a t  I was unde r  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  - i n c l u d e s  t h e  condcminiu:  
I a l s o .  And condominium b u i l d i n g s ~ u s u a l l y  d o n ' t  l a s t  l o n g e r  t h a n  40 y e a r s .  The: 
i have  t o  be  t o r n  down, o t h e r w i s e  t h e y  l o o s e  t h e i r  v a l u e .  The l a n d  unde r  t h e . . .  - 

I ' condominium i n c r e a s e  i t s  v a l u e  b u t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i t s e l f  r e d u c e s  a f t e r , .  I d0nI.g 
know., I. t h i n k  a f t e r  25 yea r s ' .  1 n s t e a d  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  i t s  v a l u e ,  it s t a r t s  ' .  
d e c r e a s i n g  i t s  v a l u e  b e c a u s e  t h e  cement  and  t h e  p a i n t  and  o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s  havi 

I gone up t h a t  a r e  younger  t h a n  t h e  25-year  o l d  condominium. So I c a n n o t  see '  
why we're w o r r i e d  a b o u t  99 y e a r s  and  n o t  40 y e a r s  and  maybe n o t  25 y e a r s .  No- / body i s  b e i n g  f o r c e d  t o  l e a s e  t h e i r  l a n d  f o r  9 9  y e a r s .  D e l e g a t e  Villagomez: . 

i ment ioned  t h a t  w e  have  t o  p r o t e c t  o u r  p e o p l e .  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas s a i d ,  who i s  
1 t o  t e l l  m e  i f  I ' m  g o i n g  t o  s e l l  my l a n d  o r  n o t  f o r  hdw l o n g .  I t h i n k  a l l  o f  

u s  have  a  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  L i k e  D e l e g a t e  ' ~ o r r e s  s a i d ,  w e  w e r e  g i v e n  o r  a r e  
I g i v e n  t h e  t a l e n t  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e s e  k i n d s  o f  p rob lems .  And I ' m  I h o p e f u l  t h a t  when w e  p a s s  t h i s  amendment and t h i s  commi t t ee  recommendat ion t h ;  I w e  d o n ' t  j u s t  f o r g e t  t h a t  what  w e  d i d  h e r e  i s  what  w e  p a s s e d  f o r  t h e  good o f  
1 o u r  p e o p l e  o r  what  w e  v o t e  down h e r e  i s  good f o r  o u r  p e o p l e .  I t h i n k  w e  shou .  

1 go o u t  i n  t h e  community and s a y ,  w e  t r i e d  t o  d o  t h i s  f o r  you ,  w e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  
I ~ t ' s  n o t  g o i n g  t o  h e l p  you b u t  t h i s  i s  why w e  d i d n ' t  p a s s  it.  O r  i f  w e  p a s s  

i t ,  w e  w i l l  t e l l  them t h a t  99 y e a r s  i s  t h e  t i m e  you c a n  l e a s e  y o u r  l a n d ,  b u t  
l e t  m e  e x p l a i n  t o  you some th ing  e l se .  D o n ' t  l e a s e  it f o r  9 9  y e a r s ;  l e a s e  it 
t h i s  way b e c a u s e  t h i s  i s  t h e  way you a r e  g o i n g  t o  p r o t e c t  y o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  granc 
c h i l d r e n  and g r e a t  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  and  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  t o  come. I c a n n o t  see fhc 
d i f f e r e n c e  be tween  o r  t h e  problem i n  s a y i n g  i f  w e  i n c r e a s e  i t  t o  6'0 y e a r s  f ro1 
40 y e a r s  t h a t  w e  would have  t o  worry  o r  up t o  99 y e a r s .  What I ' m  c o n v i n c e d  o :  
and  t h e  r e a s o n  I ' m  s u p p o r t i n g  t h i s  amendment i s  D e l e g a t e  Reyes s a i d  and  I ' v e  
s e e n  t h i s  happened t h a t  t h e  l o n g e r  t h e  l e a s e  o p t i o n  i s  t h e  more i n v e s t m e n t  
t h e . p e r s o n  who w a n t s  t o  i n v e s t  h i s  money and it c o u l d  b e  even  more e x p e n s i v e  
and  much b e t t e r  t o  t h e  l a n d  owner .  Thank you,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Reyes? 

D e l e g a t e  Reyes:  Thank you ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  I g u e s s  i t ' s  o n l y  f a i r  f o r  m e  t o  
s a y  a  f ew .words  on  my c o n c e p t  when I f i r s t  i n t r o d u c e d  t h i s  d e l e g a t e  p r o p o s a l  
and  t h e n  i t  went  t o  t h e  commi t t ee .  Only I p roposed  t o  a l l o w  t h e  p e o p l e  t o  
buy ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  on  second  f l o o r  and  above  o f  t h e  b u i l d -  
i n g s  and  t o  i n c r e a s e  l e a s e h o l d  on t h e  p r o p e r t y .  These  are two c o m p l e t e l y  
s e p a r a t e d  c o n c e p t s .  But  t h e  f i r s t o n e  I saw i n  t h e  f u t u r e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  
o u r  l a n d - r i c h e d  p e o p l e  r e c e i v i n g  more money t h r o u g h  p e r h a p s  t h i s  c o n c e p t  o f  
bonds and l e a s e s  s o  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  u s e  t h e i r  f u n d s  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  be  a b l e  
t o  p u t  t h e  money t o g e t h e r  and have  o n  t h e i r  own l a n d  b u i l d  t h i s  h i g h - r i s e s ,  
s e l l  t h e  h i g h - r i s e s  up  t h e r e  and i m m e d i a t e l y  r e c o v e r  t h e i r  c o s t  and  t h e y  d o n ' :  
need  a n  o u t s i d e r  t o  h e l p  them o n  t h i s  and  t h i s  becomes t h e i r  own b u s i n e s s .  
A p p a r e n t l y ,  t h i s  i s  n o t  s e e n  h e r e  o n  t h e  f l o o r  b e c a u s e  my o r i g i n a l  amendment 
h a s  been s t r i c k e n  o f f ,  s o  t h a t ' s  gone .  Now, w e  have  t o  depend on  t h e  o u t s i d e :  
e v e r y t i m e  w e  want  t o  b u i l d  a  h i g h - r i s e .  W e  have  t o  w a i t  f o r  them t o  come i n  
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and g i v e  u s  on a  p a r t n e r s h i ?  b a s i s  now bec,ause t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  i s  one hundred  
p e r c e n t  and  t h e n  w e  have  t o  s ; l i t  o u r  money now b e c a u s e  t h e y  p u t  i n  t h e  
c a p i t a l .  T h a t  was my o r i g i n a l  c o n c e p t , o n  t h i i ' s e l l i n g  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  above .  
The e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  l e a s e ,  I was s a t i s f i e d  a f t e r  t h e  commit tee  c o n v i n c e d  m e  
t h a t  t h e  s a l e  o f  t h e  second  b u i l d i n g  w i l l  go b u t  r e t a i n  t h e  l e a s e .  But  now 
t h a t  t h e  l e a s e  i s  gone', I mean t h e  s a l e , . o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  gone ,  I w i l l  have  
t o  s u p p o r t  some th ing  t o  g i v e  t h d &  peopl:e+ t o  make money on t h e i r  l a n d .  So no 
I would l i k e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p r o p o s a l  o f  t h e  commit tee  t h a t  t a k e s  b a c  
t h e  o r  r a t h e r  k e e p s  t h e  l e a s e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  t o  55 y e a r s  and  keep  t h e  f r e e h o l d  
i n t e r e s t  above t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  T h i s  w i l l  have  f l e x i b i l i t i e s  f o r . t h e  p e o p l e  
tha . t  c l a i m  t h i t  t h e y  have  b e e n ,  n'ot c h e a t e d  b u t  t h e y  have been d e p r i v e d  o f  
t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  g e t  t h e  most  o f  t h e i r  money b e c a u s e  whenever t h e y  go t o  t h e  
l a w y e r s  t h e y  a r e  g i v e n  t h e  what you c a l l  o p t i o n  t o  renew and ho ld -ove r  c l a u s e  
I ' d  l i k e  t o  b r i e f l y  r e a d  t h i s  c l a u s e  t h a t  on my l a s t ' t e n  y e a r s  a s . a  bank 
employee I ' v e  s e e n  f i l e  on t h e  Sanks  e v e r y t i m e  t h e  l e a s e  c c m e s  i n .  And t h i s ,  
i s  how i t ' s  worded: "Op t ion  t o  renew and ho ld -ove r  c l a u s e .  I n  t h e  eveni . , th .& 
p r e s e n t  law i n  t h e  Commonwealth. o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Piar iana I s l a n d s  s h a l l  change.  
e i t h ' e r  by l e g i s l a t i o n  o r  by c o u r t  d e c i s i o n  t o  a l l o w  o r  p r o v i d e  f o r  l e a s e h o l d  
e s t a t e s  f o r  t e r m s  i n  e x c e s s  o f  40 y e a r s  b u t  less  t h a n  i n  f e e  s i m p l e ,  t h e  less  
h e r e b y  g r a n t  u n t o  lessee t h e  r i g h t  t o  renew t h i s  l e a s e  f o r  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  40- 
y e a r  p e r i o d  o r  any  l e s s e r  p o r t i o n  t h e r e o f  f o r  t h e  maximum l e n g t h  p e r m i t t e d ' b y  
law.  The c o n s i d e r a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  ag reemen t  t o  renew i s  t h e  m u t u a l  p r o m i s e s - a n  
c o v e n a n t s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h i s  l e a s e  ag reemen t  and l e s s o r  e x p r e s s l y  acknowledges  
and  s u f f i c i e n c y  o f  t h e  advance  l e a s e  payment a s  s u f f i c i e n t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  f o r  
t h e  r e n e w a l  o f  t h e  l e a s e  o f  t h e  p r e m i s e s  a t  no a d d i t i o n a l  c o s t . "  T h i s ,  my 
d e a r  c o l l e a g u e s ,  a f t e r  o u r  poor  Tan M a r i a ,  Tan Ana, Tun J e s u s  s i g n e d  t h i s  
l e a s e ,  t h e i r  neck  i s  t i e d  a l r e a d y .  They have 40 y e a r s  and  t h e  l e s s o r  comes'  
a round  b e f o r e  t h e y  s i g n  t h i s  l e a s e  and s a i d ,  I c a n  o n l y  pay you t h i s  much ; 

b e c a u s e  I o n l y  have  40 y e a r s  and  I have  t o  w a i t  f o r  a n o t h e r  40 y e a r s  t o  b e  
s e c u r e d  t h a t  I have  a d d i t i o n a l  40 y e a r s .  Now, t h e r e ' s  80 y e a r s  on a l l  t h i s  
l e a s e  and  t h e  p o o r  gen t l eman  who h a s  t h e  l a n d ,  t h e  l a n d ' s  v a l u e  i s  d e c r e a s e d  
b e c a u s e  t h i s  c u t s  i t  down by a s  much a s  40 p e r c e n t .  Now, what  w e  a r e  s a y i n g  
h e r e  i s  we 'd  l i k e  t o  g i v e  t h e s e  l a n d  owners  i f  n o t  t h a t  55 y e a r s  maybe 80 y e a  
b e c a u s e  t h i s  i s  what i s  happen ing  now. I t ' s  h a p p e n i n g ,  i t ' s  n o t  someth ing  . 
t h a t  w e  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  p r e v e n t  from happen ing .  I t ' s  a l r e a d y  happen ing  and  t h a  
80 y e a r s  i s  a l r e a d y  t h e r e  and  t h i s  poor  gen t l eman  r e c e i v e s  less money t h a n  wh. 
he  s h o u l d  have r e c i e v e d  b e c a u s e  i f  it had been f o r  40-80 y e a r s ,  t h e n  he  would 
have g o t t e n  h i s  e x t r a  40 p e r c e n t  v a l u e  on t h a t  l a n d .  

~ e l e g a t e  Vi l l agomez :  P o i n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  S t a t e  y o u r  p o i n t ,  D e l e g a t e  Vi l l agomez .  

D e l e g a t e  Vi l l aqomez :  Thank you.  D e l e g a t e  K a r l  Reyes ,  t h e  l a n g u a g e  t h a t  y o u '  
r e a d  from a  sample  l e a s e  ag reemen t  was a n t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
Conven t ion .  P r e c i s e l y  b e c a u s e  o f ' t h a t  u n d e r  A r t i c l e  X I I ,  S e c t i o n  6 ,  w e  p u t  i 
t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ;  any  t r a n s a c t i o n  made i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  S e c t i o n  1 s h a l l  be  v o i  
a b  i n i t i o .  The pu rpose  o f  t h a t  l a n g u a g e  i s  t o  i n v a l i d a t e  a n y  k i n d  o f  a g r e e -  
ment t h a t  may be  used  t o  e n f o r c e  a  - l o n g e r  t e r m  t h a t  i s  p e r m i s s i b l e  i n  t h e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n .  And t h o s e  a g r e e m e n t s  a r e  v o i d  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  made 
and  c a n n o t  b e  e n f o r c e d .  I f  w e  d i d n ' t  p u t  t h i s  i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e y  may 
have  become v o i d a b l e  r a t h e r  t h a n  v o i d  a b  i n i t i o .  Ab i n i t i o  means from t h e  
v e r y  b e g i n n i n g ,  a s  soon  a s  you make i t ,  i t ' s  a l r e a d y  v o i d .  So t h e y  have  
a b s o l u t e l y  no f o r c e  and e f f e c t .  And t h a t  i s  why t h o s e  l a n g u a g e s  t h a t  you see 1 i n  t h e r e ,  a  l o t  o f  t i m e s  a t t o r n e y s  p u t  t h o s e  i n  t h e i r  b e c a u s e  t h e  c l i e n t s  
i n s i s t  b u t  t h e  a t t o r n e y s  knew t h a t  t h e y  d o n ' t  have  any  f o r c e  and  e f f e c t ;  t h e y  

I a r e  w o r t h l e s s .  Thank you. 
I 
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D e l e g a t e  blanqlona:  P o i n t  of i n f o r m a t i o n .  What a b o u t  a c h z ~ . g c  i n  the l a w  
c l a u s e  a l l o w i n g  f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t ?  - 
D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o m e z :  The same. They a ' r e  a n t i c i p a t e d  and  t h e y  a r e  made v o i d  
f r om t h e  v e r y  b e g i n n i n g .  

. ;r' P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  R e y e s ,  , c o n t i n u e .  . 

D e l e g a t e  Reyes :  T h i s  i s  my conce- rn .  I know t h i s  i s  t h e  t r u t h ,  b u t  t h e  f a c t  
r e m a i n s  t h a t  t h e s e  p e o p l e  r e c e i v e  40 p e r c e n t  l ess  o f  t h e i r  f u n d s  b e c a u s e  o f  
t h i s  c l a u s e .  - T h a n k  you .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t ?  

D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  Than!< you ,  M r S e P r e s i d e n t .  The l o o p h o l e  I was t i l k i n g  a b o u t  
', e a r l i e r ,  f i r s t ,  w e  a l r e a d y  found  t h e  l o o p h o l e  i n  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  arid w e  have' , :  . . 

p l u g g e d  it up .  On t h a t  day , .  I a l s o . m e n t i o n e d  a b o u t  t h e  l a n d  a l i e n z t i o n  " .' 
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  l o o p h o l e  b e c a u s e  t h e  r a t e  o f  t h e  f l i g h t  o f  o u r  l a n d  away i n t c  
t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  o r  i n t o  t h e  f o r e i g n e r s '  h a n d s .  F r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t ,  t h i s  i s  out  
o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  W e  d o n ' t  h a v e  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  b e c a u s e  w e  a r e  p r o t e c t e d  i n  
o u r  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  The o n l y  p e o p l e  t h a t  c a n  own l a n d  o r  buy l a n d  a r e  t h e  pe-op: 
o f  N o r t h e r n  M a r i a n a s  d e s c e n t .  So w e  d o n ' t  h a v e  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  c o r p o r a t k o n !  
a n d  J a p a n e s e  a n d  Okinawans a n d  o u t s i d e r s '  f r e e h o l d  i i j t e res t .  Now we are unde: 
l e a s e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  and  I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  whe re  t h e  l o o p  i s .  Our C o n s t i t u t i o n  
s t a t e d  40 y e a r s  a n d  i n  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n  c e r t a i n  f i g u r e s  came u p  
-- 55 y e a r s ,  60 y e a r s ,  9 9  y e a r s  and  I ' m  s u r e  some o f  t h e  g e n t l e m e n  s i t t i n g  
h e r e  are  t h i n k i n g  o f  why n o t  1 0 0  y e a r s .  I n  my e a r l i e r  s p e e c h  I t a l k e d  a b o u t  
t h e  l i f e  s p a n  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  r a n g i n g  f r o m  65 t o  75 a n d  a l s o  m e n t i o n e d  a b o u t  : 
maybe o r  p r o b a b l y  i t  would b e  a good i d e a  t o  have  a t r a n s a c t i o n  p r i o r  t o  
d e a t h ,  p r i o r  t o  t r a n s f e r  o f  s u c h  l a n d  t r a n s a c t i o n  t o  a y o u n g e r  g e n e r a t i o n .  So 
I r e a l l y  f e e l  t h a t  as we i n c r e a s e  t h e  y e a r ,  t h e  l o o p  seems t o  g e t  b i g g e r  a n d  
b i g g e r .  So I would  l i k e  t o  g o  t h e  o t h e r  way, a s  D e l e g a t e  V i l l a n u e v a  men t ionec  
h e  i s  down t o  25.  I would l i k e  t o  d e c r e a s e  it down t o  20 y e a r s .  Any c o r p o r a -  
t i o n  a f t e r  1 0  y e a r s  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  f r o m  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  on  s e t ,  t h e y  s h o u l d  h e  
a b l e  t o  s o l i d i f y  t h e m s e l v e s .  -And a n o t h e r  1 0  y e a r s  t o  make it 2 0 ,  +hey  s h o u l d  
b e  g e t t i n g  a  good i n t e r e s t  on  t h a t  l a n d .  So t h a t  i s  t h e  t i m e .  A f t e r  20 y e a r :  
o f  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  l e a s e h o l d  i n t e r e s t ,  n o t  f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t ,  w e  s h o u l d  b e  a b l e  
t o  s i t  down and  come u p  w i t h  a n o t h e r  t r a n s a c t i o n  a b o u t  a l l  p r o f i t s .  Thank  yo^ 
M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Manglona? 

D e l e g a t e  Manglona:  I y i e l d  f o r  now, M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Any more d i s c u s s i o n s ?  

1 D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  L e t ' s  v o t e .  

The m o t i o n  t o  a d o p t  t h e  amendment o f f e r e d  by  D e l e g a t e  Nabo r s  f o r  t h e  
Commit tee  o n  L o c a l  Government  was d e f e a t e d  by  v o i c e  v o t e .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  W e  are b a c k  t o  t h e  ma in  m o t i o n .  D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s ?  

Delegate: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  r e a l  Commit tee  o n  L o c a l  Government  h a s  a r  
amendment. I t  i s  t o  p u t  it b a c k  t o  whe re  it s h o u l d  b e ,  60 y e a r s ;  e v e r y t h i n g  
r e m a i n s  t h e  same. And I b e l i e v e  i t  h a s  b e e n  p a s s e d  o u t  a l r e a d y  a n d  I move 
f o r . .  . .  
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Delegate Villagomez: Point of information. I don't think rv.nat has been 
passed out is the same as the original because it takes out the interest 
above the first floor of a condoninium. 

1 
Delegate Torres: Yes, I believe we disposed of that already when you were no 
here. 

I / Delegate Villagomez: I'm not aware of that but still we have to decide . . . .  
President H. Guerrero: We did not dispose of that. It is still in the 
original version that was passed to the Committee of the \\Jhole. Thzrefor~, 
that's the original. Basically, what you are doing is you are amending . . . .  

- 1 Delegzte Torres: Actually, this, I believe, was entertained already. 

I President H. Guerrero: We have not changed anything on the comiittee recoil. . . . . 

j mendation as adopted by the Committee of the Whole. 

1 Delegate Torres: Okay. This is in connection to Delegate or Dr. Kaipat's 
concern about combining the long-term and freehold interests together, that . 
day when we discussed that. I believe we did discuss this. And with this 
amendment, it took into consideration Delegate Kaipat's concern. 

/ Acting Floor Leader Mendiola: Point of information. 
I 

I President g .  Guerrero: State your point, Delegate Mendiola. . I 
Acting Floor Leader Mendiola: I think this must be a substitute report or 
recommendation. It looks like the whole Committee Recommendation 19 is 

1 Delegate Torres: That is true. 

/ v: Point of clarification, Mr. President. 
1 1 President H. Guerrero: State your point, Delegate King. 

Delegate King: During that time we had .a lengthy discussion and however it 
was suggested that you are going to come out with the floor amendment and thi: 
floor-amendment was-never entertained but it was passed but was never enter- 
tained. Thank you. 

Delegate Inos: Point of information. 

President H. Guerrero: State your point. 

Delegate Inos: I think this amendment was entertained because I do have note: 
here and in fact I was going to ask the same question on the questions that I 
have on this amendment. 

Delegate King: Mr. President, according to my note that Committee Recommenda- 
tion No. 19 was deferred in order to be discussed together with Committee 

I Recommendation No. 40. 

President H. Guerrero: The note of the Chair basically is that Committee 
Recommendation No. 19 was deferred on 7/16 and subsequently deferred on 7/19, 
so we are still back to the original version as adopted by the Committee of 

--__ . _ ._ _ _ _ .  . . _ _ _ - . . - . - - -  -I-- I __  .- 
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D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  D e l e g a t e  N a b o r s ,  d o  you . have  t h a t ?  
, . 

D e l e g a t e  Nabors :  Yes, t h a t  i s  my r e c o l l e c t i o i  o f  wha t  happened .  

/ A c t i n g  F l o o r  L e a d e r  Mend io l a :  Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  s o  t h i s  i s  a s u b s t i t u t e  amend- 
. >. ment .  I :. :+ ' . - 

t . 

I P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r o :  ' y e s ,  D e l e g a t e  G a f n a s ?  
, . 

D e l e q a t e  Plafnas :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  ;we d i d  d i s c u s s  t h e  Coininittee Reco ,x ienda t ion  / C . D .  2.  W e  d i d  d i s c u s s  and  I was t h e  mover o f  t h e  m o t i o n  t o  recess b e c a u s e  I 
I h a d  my 99 y e a r s ;  I a s k e d  t h e  Page  t o  x e r o x  t h e  99 y e a r s  b u t  we d e c i d e d  a f t e r  1 t h a t  t o  d e f e r  a c t i o n .  , - 

I P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r o :  T h a t ' s  ; r u e ,  b u t  i t  .was s u b s e q u e n t l y  d e f e r r e d .  S o . . :  
s i n c e  w e  have  n o t  v o t e d  o r  amended a n y t h i n g ,  w e  a r e  s t i l l  b a c k  t o  t h e  p r i q i b a  

I v e r s i o n .  

I D e l e q a t e  DL.  G u e r r e r o :  P o i n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

i P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  S t a t e  y o u r  p o i n t ,  D e l e g a t e  G u e r r e r o .  

D e l e q a t e  DL. G u e r r e r o :  I t  was s u g g e s t e d  t o  d e f e r  a c t i o n  on t h i s  o n e ,  t h e n , .  
I o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  w e n t  a h e a d  and  e n t e r t a i n e d  t h e  m o t i o n  t o  e n t e r t a i n  

( t h e  f l o o r  amendment w h i c h  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  recommended and  o f f e r e d  
a n  amendment. And t h a t  was done  o n  J u l y  "he 1 9 t h ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  my n o t e s  h e r e  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  B u t  it was s u b s e q u e n t l y  w i t h d r a w n  d e f e r m e n t  o n  t h a t . :  

I D e l e q a t e  Mafnas:  I move f o r  f i v e  m i n u t e s  recess. 

I 
I T h e r e  b e i n g  n o  o b j e c t i o n ,  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  r e c e s s e d  a t  3 :17  p.m. 

i RECESS 

The C o n v e n t i o n  r e c o n v e n e d  a t  3 :25  p.m. 

p r e s i d e n t  H .  d u e r r e r o :  The s e s s i o n  i s  b a c k  t o  o r d e r .  D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s ,  I 
b e l i e v e  you s t i l l  h a v e  t h e  f l o o r .  . 
D e l e q a t e  T o r r e s :  Thank you ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  The Commit tee  on  L o c a l  Governinex 
would l i k e  t o  move t o  amend Commit tee  Recommendation 1 9  and  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  
c o p i e s  o f  t h e  f l o o r  amendment h a v e  b e e n  d i s t r i b u t e d .  Okay, s o  I move t h a t  we 
a d o p t  t h e  amendment t o  Commit tee  Recommendation 1 9 ,  Conuni t tee  D r a f t  2 .  

A c t i n g  F l o o r  L e a d e r  M e n d i o l a  s e c o n d e d  t h e  m o t i o n .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  I t  h a s  b e e n  moved and  s e c o n d e d  t o  a d o p t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  
f l o o r  amendment,  a g a i n  o f f e r e d  by t h e  Commit tee  o n  L o c a l  Government .  D i s c u s -  
s i o n s ?  D e l e g a t e  I n o s ?  

D e l e g a t e  I n o s :  May I a d d  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  on  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ,  a n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
t h i s  amendment? T h i s  amendment may n o t  a p p l y  t o  e x i s t i n g  l e a s e h o l d  a g r e e m e n t  

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Where a r e  you t a g g i n g  it o n ?  

I D e l e g a t e  I n o s :  T a g g i n g  i t  o n ,  i f  I c a n .  
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1 
1 President H. Guerrero: Where? 
I 

Delegate Inos: At the end. 

President H. Guerrero: At the end of the amendment? Any objection? 

Delegate Mafnas: No. 

President H. Guerrero: Any objection? Delegate Calvo, do you object? 

Delegate Calvo: No. 

' 1  President H. Guerrero: Delegate Tomokane, are you objecting? Delegate King? . 

Delegate King: Objection. 
I 
( President H. Guerrero: There's an objection. 

1 Actinq ~loor' Leader Mendiola: Ask him what's his objection, Mr. president. 

President H. Guerrero: Since Delegate Inos is asking for unanimous c0nsent't.c I i-nsert an additional amendment to this one, it requires everybody to agree. 
/ And since Delegate King objects, we cannot entertain the motion by Delegate' 
1 Inos. Discussions? 

1 Delegate Torres: Perhaps it would help if Delegate Inos would explain that 
1 amendment. 
I 
i I President H. Guerrero: Delegate Inos, would you like to explain? 
I I Delegate Inos: I think the amendment is self-explanatory. We are trying to 

change something in the Constitution and I would like to further tag-along 
1 this sentence on the last, to be the last sentence which will read: "This 
1 amendment may not apply to existing leasehold agreements." 
1 

.. . 

/ Acting Floor Leader Mendiola: No objection. 
- I 

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Torres? 

Delegate Torres: Mr. President, I believe that it may not be because we all 
know that laws are not retroactive. They don't apply retroactively. They 
only apply to new leasehold agreement. So I wonder whether Delegate King 
would now consent to the amendment. 

  resident'^. Guerrero: Yes, Delegate King? 

Actinq Floor Leader Mendiola: 
I 

Point of clarification. 

Dele-gate King: Mr. President, the reason why I objected is I would not suppo. 
this floor amendment. I'd rather see that to be inserted in the original 
amendment or Committee Recornrnendatfon 19. Thank you. 

I I President H. Guerrero: State your point of clarification. 

Actinq Floor Leader Mendiola: Mr. President, I think he is talking about the 
amendment and not the amendment to the amendment that Delegate Inos is talkin( 
about. So he is not objection; he is objection to the whole proposal. 
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P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  A r e  you o b j e c t i n g  t o  t h i s  amendment,  D e l e g a t e  K ing?  
I 

D e l e g a t e  King:  Y e s .  

( P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  T h ~ r e f o r e ,  t h a t  amendnent  o f f e r e d  by  D e l e g a t e  I n o s  

I 
c a n n o t  be  e n t e r t a i n e d .  

D e l e g a t e  Manglona:  I move t o  end  d e b a t e .  

A c t i n g  F l o o r  L e a d e r  Mend io l a  s e c o n d e d ,  a n d  t h e  m o t i o n  was c a r r i e d  by / v o i c e  v o t e .  

The m o t i o n  t o  a d o p t  t h e  f l c o r  amendment o f f e r e d  by  t h e  C o r n i t t e e  on  Loca  
Government  was d e f e a t e d  by  v o i c e  v o t e .  

I ' . . 
P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  W e  a r e  b a c k  t o  t h e  main  m o t i o n .  

D e l e g a t e  Nabors :  Mo t ion  t o  e n d  d e b a t e .  

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o m e z ?  

1 D e l e g a t e  V i l l a q o m e z :  I r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e  m o t i o n  t h a t  i s  now b e f o r e  u s  b e  r e a d  / i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y .  

i 
I S e c r e t a r y  Nabo r s  r e a d  Commit tee  Recommendation No. 1 9 ,  a s  f o l l o w s :  

" ' S e c t i o n  3:  Pe rmanen t  a n d  Long-Term I n t e r e s t s  I n  R e a l  P r o p e r t v .  The 
t e r m  p e r m a n e n t  a n d  l o n g - t e r m  i n t e r e s t s  i n  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  u s e d  i n  S e c t i o n  1 
i n c l u d e s  f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t s  and  l e a s e h o l d  i n t e r e s t s  o f  more  t h a n  55 y e a r s  
i n c l u d i n g  r e n e w a l  r i g h t s ,  e x c e p t  a n  i n t e r e s t  a c q u i r e d  a b o v e  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  
o f  a condominium b u i l d i n g .  The m a r k e t  v a l u e  o f  l a n d  i n  t h e  Commonwealth s h a l :  
b e  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  a p p r a i s e d  a n d  a copy  p r o v i d e d  t o  t h e  l a n d  owner  b e f o r e  a n y  
s a l e  o r  l o n g  t e r m  l e a s e  i s  e x e c u t e d  r e g a r d i n g  t h a t  l a n d .  Any l a n d  t r a n s a c t i o r  
i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  s h a l l  be  v o i d . ' "  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  I n o s ?  . 

I D e l e g a t e  I n o s :  I would l i k e  t o  make a  m o t i o n  t o  a d d  o n  t o  t h e  l a s t  s e n t e n c e :  
1 " T h i s  .amendment may n o t  a p p l y  t o  e x i s t i n g  l e a s e h o l d  a g r e e m e n t s .  " 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Any o b j e c t i o n ?  

I D e l e g a t e  V i l l a q o m e z :  I h a v e  a q u e s t i o n .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o m e z ?  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l a q o m e z :  What d o e s  t h a t  a c c o m p l i s h ?  

( D e l e g a t e  Manglona:  Can I a n s w e r  t h a t ?  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Manglona? 

D e l e g a t e  Manglona:  Okay. T h a t  w i l l ,  f o r  o n e  t h i n g ,  e x c l u d e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
l e a s e h o l d  whe re  t h e  t e r m  f o r  t h a t  l e a s e h o l d  i s  o n l y  40 y e a r s .  A s  D e l e g a t e  

1 K a r l  Reyes  r e a d  t o  u s  a c l a u s e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  p r o v i s i o n s  i n  t h e  con-  
t r a c t s  whe re  i f  t h e  l a w  a l l o w s  f o r  more t h a n  40 y e a r s ,  t h e  c o n t r a c t  
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a u t o m a t i c a l l y  i n c r e a s e s  w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  y e a r s  a l lo r , .~ed .  And I spa!-:e t o  t h  
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r ~ l  d u r i n g  t h e  recess and?hc s a i d : t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  a  
good p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h a t  i s  a  v a l i d  p r o v i s i o n  i n  t h e  c o n t r a c t  i n  t h a t  it i s  
n o t  c i r c u m v e n i n g  t h e  40 y e a r s  b u t  j u s t  s a y i n g  t h a t  s h o u l d  t h e r e  b e  a  c h a n g e  i 
l a w  i t ' s  j u s t  a  c o n d i t i o n .  So j u s t  s o  t - h a t  w e  d o n ' t ,  w e  w i l l  a v o i d  f u t u r e  
l a w s u i t  on t h i s ,  maybe we should'.make it:;&lear now t h a t  t h i n g  c*ange i n  t h e  
n u n b e r  o f  y e a r s  w i l l  b e  v a l i d  o n l y  f o r . ~ u t u r e  l e a s e h o l d  and  s h o u l d  n o t  a p p l y  
t o  t h e  e s i s t i n g  l e a s e h o l d  a g r e e m e n t .  Maybe t h e  c o n c e r n  h e r e  i s  t h a t  w h a t  
a b o u t  on e x i s t i n g  l e a s e h o l d  a g r e k m e n t  where  t h e  lessee w a n t s  t o  b u i l d  a condo  
minium. T h a t  i s  n o t ;  maybe t h a t . s h o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  b u t  t h a t  i s  n o t  o u r  
c o n c e r n .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Does t h a t  a n s w e r  y o u r  q u e s t i o n ,  D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o n e z ?  

. . 
D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o m e z :  Y e s .  My u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  o f  t h e  amendment i s  t h a t  any '  :: 

l e a s e  which  c u r r e n t l y  e x i s t s  w i l l  n o t  b e  e x t e n d e d  more t h a n  40 y e a r s , a f t e . r '  ~h 
r a t i , f i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  amendment. And a n y  a g r e e m e n t  t o  e x t e n d  t h e  l e a s e  f o r  ' 

more t h a n  40 y e a r s  upon t h e  c h a n g e  o f  l a w  i s  v o i d  a n d  t h a t  it m i g h t  n o t  b e  , 

e n f o r c e d ,  and  t h a t  o n l y  l e a s e s  t h a t  a r e  e x e c u t e d  a f t e r  t h e  r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  
t h i s  amendment may e x t e n d  t o  more t h a n  40 y e a r s .  

D e l e g a t e  Manglona:  P o i n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  Can we make t h a t  c l e a r  t h o u g h  i n .  
t h e  l a n g u a g e  h e r e  b e c a u s e  I s p o k e  t o  t h e  . A t t o r n e y  ~ e n e r a l  a n d  h e  s u r e l y  be-  
l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  c l a u s e s  a s  t h e y  a r e  w r i t t e n  now i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  l e a s e h o l d  
a g r e e m e n t  c a n  a c t u a l l y  a l l o w  f o r  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n c r e a s e .  And w i t h  t h i s  amen 
ment  we a r e -  s o l v i n g  t h a t  by s a y i n g  t h a t  t h i s  a d d i t i o n a l  i n c r e a s e  i n  l e a s e h o l d  
t o  60 y e a r s  s h a l l  n o t  a p p l y  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  l e a s e h o l d .  W e  would  s o l v e  a who1 
l o t  o f  p rob l ems  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  Thank you .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Can I f i r s t  a s k  a q u e s t i o n  w h e t h e r  t h e r e ' s  anybody 
o b j e c t i n g  t o  t h e  amendment by  D e l e g a t e  I n o s ?  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o m e z :  I t h i n k  we h a v e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  it c l e a r l y  f i r s t  b e f o r e .  
w e  c a n  d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  t o  o b j e c t  o r  n o t  o b j e c t .  The o t h e r  p o i n t  I would l i k e  
t o  make i s  i f  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o ' t h e  e x i s t i n g  leases f o r  4 0  y e a r s ,  ii a f t e r  t h e  
r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  amendment t h e y  w i s h  t o  e x t e n d  i t ,  t h e y  h a v e  t o  s i g n  a n  
e n t i r e l y  new l e a s e  a g r e e m e n t .  And t h a t  a n y  a g r e e m e n t  a s  t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
a l r z a d y  p a i d  o r  n o t  p a i d  i s  a l s o  v o i d  a n d  i s  n o t  t o  b e  p e r m i s s i b l e  o r  a l l o w e d  
u n d e r  t h i s  r a t i f i c a t i o n .  So t h a t  e v e n  i f  t h e  l e a s e  s a y s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i s  
a l r e a d y  p a i d  f o r  a n  e x t e n s i o n  o f  a n o t h e r  2 0  y e a r s  t h a t  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  by t h i s  
C o n v e n t i o n  t o  b e  v o i d  and  t h e  l a n d  owner  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  r e c e i v e  o r  demand 
a n y  a d d i t i o n a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  f o r  a n  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  l e a s e .  

D e l e s a t e  Nabo r s :  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

A c t i n g    lo or L e a d e r  Mend io l a :  No o b j e c t i o n .  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o m e z :  Thank you .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  So you don ' t  h a v e  a n y  o b j e c t i o n ?  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o m e z :  No. 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Okay. Can you j u s t  r e p e a t ,  M r .  S e c r e t a r y ,  w h a t ' s  t h e  
amendment t o  t h a t  o n e ?  
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I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e   orr re$'? 

I D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  Q u e s t i o n .  Ely q i ; e s t i o ?  - is ,  D e l e g a t e  I n o s ,  would t h e  f a c t  

I t h a t  w2 p u t  it i n  h e r e ,  would i r  -encouracje  l e s s o r s  a n d  lessees t o  c o l l u d s  and  
e x t e n d  t h e  l e a s e h o l d  t e r n  b e f o r e  t h i s  t h i n g  becomes e f f e c t i v e ?  

., , - 1 D e l e g a t e  I n o s :  I t  m i g h t .  
T 

~ e l e ~ a t e  Nabors  : I f  t h e y  w i l l  e x t e n d  it b e f o r e  t h i s  i s  r a t i f i e d ,  i t ' s  v o i d .  

D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  Okay. Q u e s t i o n  t o  D e l e g a t e  R e y e s , '  on  t h e  a n e n d ~ e n t .  On 
l i n e  5 ,  it s a y s ,  e x c e p t  a n  i n t e r e s t .  Now, d o e s  t h i s  mean t h a t  a n  i n t e r e s . t . . i n  

. f r e e h o l d  a s  w e l l  as l e a s e h o l d ?  . . . . . . . .  

1 D e l e g a t e  Reyes :  T h i s  i s  a n  i n t e r e s t  on f r e e h o l d .  
I 

I D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  F r e e h o l d  o n l y ?  t 
( D e l e g a t e  Reyes :  Y e s .  I t  i s  i n t e n d e d  f o r  f r e e h o l d  b e c a u s e  o n c e  you s e l l  t i e  

I r i g h t s  a b o v e  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  i t ' s  t o  b e  h e l d  f r e e l y  'by t h e  p u r c h a s e r s .  

D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  Okay, i n  t h a t  c a s e ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  o f f e r  a n  amendment.  I t h i n  
w e  a r e  d e f e a t i n g  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  l a n d  a l i e n a t i o n .  

I I D e l e g a t e  Vi l l agornez  : M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  p o i n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

i P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  S t a t e  y o u r  p o i n t ,  D e l e g a t e  ~ i l l a g o m e z .  

I D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o m e z :  I d o n ' t  know w h a t  D e l e g a t e  R e y e s '  i n t e n t  i s  b u t  I d o n ' t  I 
I asree w i t h  him t h a t  t h e  word i n t e r e s t  a c q u i r e d  a b o v e  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  i s  

l i m i t e d  t o  f r e e h o l d .  The l a n g u a g e  h e r e  a i l o w s  i n t e r e s t  a c q u i r e d  a b o v e  t h e  
i f i r s t  f l o o r .  So i f  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t  be tween  t h e  condominium o w n e r . a n d  t h e  

p u r c h a s e r  i s  l e a s e h o l d  f o r  more t h a n  55  y e a r s ,  t h a t ' s  a l s o  p e r m i s s i b l e .  

D e l e g a t e  Reyes :  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  b u t  o n c e  you s e l l  y o u r  t h i n g  above  t h e  s e c o n  
f l o o r ,  i t ' s  on  f r e e h o l d ;  i t ' s  n o t  on l e a s e h o l d .  Bu t  it c o u l d  b e  on  l e a s e h o l d  .. 
D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  S o ,  a r e  you s a y i n g  t h e n  t h a t  t h e  l e a s e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  i s  
a c t u a l l y  a  f e e  s i m p l e  t i t l e ?  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Reyes?  

D e l e g a t e  Reyes :  W e l l ,  my i n t e n t i o n  i s  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  s e l l  t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r  
a b o v e - f r e e l y .  B u t  i f  somebody s a y s  t h e  condominium i s  g o i n g  t o  b e  o n l y  fbr 
40 y e a r s ,  good  f o r  40 y e a r s  o r  60 y e a r s  d e p e n d s  o n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  s o  i t ' s  
o n l y  good t o  t h a t  e x t e n t .  And t h e n  a l l  t h e s e ,  i f  i t ' s  a l e a s e h o l d ,  t h e n  t h e  
owner  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  h a s  t o  t e n d e r  a w h a t  you c a l l  p r o s p e c t u s  o r  t h e  o f f e r i n  
s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h i s  i s  o n l y  good  f o r  60 y e a r s  e v e n  i f  h e ' s  s e l l i n g  i t  o u t r i g h t .  

D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  Why a r e  you l i m i t i n g  it t o  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  a b o v e  t h e  f i r s t  
f l o o r ?  

D e l e g a t e  Reyes :  So  t h a t  t h e  l a n d  owner  c a n  c o n t i n u e  t o  own t h e  l a n d  o n  t h e  
f i r s t  f l o o r  a n d  a l l  t h e  common a r e a s .  
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De lega te  T o r r e s :  Could t h e  l a n d  be l e a s e d  and have t h e  f i r s t  a l l  t h e  way up 
t o  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  f l o o r  s o l d ?  

De lega te  Reyes: With t h e  passage  of  t h a t  one hundred p e r c e n t  c o r p o r a t i o n ,  
t h e  l a n d  owner would own t h e  l a n d .  

De lega te  T o r r e s :  Yes, and' I ' m  beg inn ing  t o  f e e l  d i f f e r e n t l y  now a b o u t  t h e  
one hundred p e r c e n t  c o r p o r a t i o n .  T h a t ' s  a l l  f o r  now, M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  I ' m  
beg inn ing  t o  f e e l  v e r y  awkward. 

P r e s i d e n t ' H .  Guer re ro :  De lega te  I n o s ?  

De lega te  I n o s :  I have a  coup le  of q u e s t i o n s  which I would l i k e  t h e  committee 
t o  a d d r e s s .  I n  t e r m s  of  condominium s i n c e  we a r e  l e a v i n g  t h i s  up i n  t h e  ope.n 
e i t h e r  t o  l e a s e  it Qr t o  own it t o  o u t s i d e r s  i f  t h e  owner wants  t o .  What , ,I 

abou t  i n  t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  w e  b u i l d  a  b u i l d i n g  and t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  i s  a  g a r a g e ?  
Would t h a t  be t h e  o n l y  p l a c e ?  

De lega te  keyes :  ~ o r m a l i ~ ,  i n  a  condominium, t h e y  have what i s  c a l l e d  t h e  
common a r e a  which cou ld  be t h e  p a r k i n g  a r e a ,  t h e  h a l l  ways, t h e  swimming poo l  
even t h e  f lower  beds  t h a t  i s  owned c o l l e c t i v e l y  by t h e  homeowners. 

De lega te  I n o s :  . So i n  o t h e r  words, we might  be a b l e  t o  b u i l d  a  condominium i n  
which t h e  owner would j u s t  i n  name own t h e  l a n d  b u t  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  w i l l  be 
bought  e x c e p t - f o r  t h e  common a r e a s .  

De lega te  Reyes: They w i l l  normal ly  l e a s e  t h e  common a r e a s ,  r i g h t .  

De lega te  I n o s :  I ' m  s t i l l  a  l i t t l e  b i t  concerned a b o u t  t h e  second s e n t e n c e  
h e r e  i n  which t h e  market  of  l a n d  i n  t h e  C N M I  shou ld  be p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  
a p p r a i s e d .  I r a i s e d  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  up p r e v i o u s l y  i n  t e rms  o f  f a m i l y  t r a n s a c -  
t i o n s .  Does t h i s  mean t h a t  even fami ly  t r a n s a c t i o n s  w i l l  have t o  go t h r o u g h  
t h e  a p p r a i s a l  b e f o r e  t h e y  do any l a n d  t r a n s a c t i o n ?  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  Guer re ro :  De lega te  Nabors? . .. 

Delega te  Nabors: Thank you, M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  I do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  s e c -  
t i o n  would a t  a l l  concern  i t s e l f  w i t h  t r a n s a c t i o n  between two p e r s o n s  o f  
Nor thern  Mar ianas  d e s c e n t .  . 
P r e s i d e n t  H .  Guer re ro :  De lega te  King? 

De lega te  King: The i n t e n t i o n  of  t h i s  o r  t h e  commi t t ee ' s  i n t e n t i o n  on t h i s  i s  
o n l y  f o r  commercial purpose .  

De lega te  Nabors: T r a n s a c t i o n s  between pe r sons  of  Nor the rn  Mar ianas  d e s c e n t  
and an o u t s i d e r ,  whether  commercial o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  o r  wha tever .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  Guerrero:  De lega te  Ogumoro? 

De lega te  Ogumoro: Yes; i f  t h a t ' s  t h e  i n t e n t i o n ,  s o  why n o t  s p e c i f y  it s o  
t h a t  i t  be i n  t h e  proposed amendment. 

De lega te  Nabors: I have no o b j e c t i o n s  t o  t h a t  b u t  by v i r t u e  o f  it b e i n g  under 
A r t i c l e  X I 1  . is  f a i r l y  e m p l i c i t .  Tha t  o n l y  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  p ro -  
h i b i t e d  long- term o r  permanent i n t e r e s t  i n  r e a l  p r o p e r t y .  

De lega te  King: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  p o i n t  of  i n f o r m a t i o n .  _ _ _ -  .__. . -..-. . . . - - .  -._... -___...._-----..---I.--.- ---.- ---.-... -- 
- 7 3 9 -  
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( P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D c l z g n t e  Ring? 

D e l e g a t e  King: I b e l i e v e  t h a t  we a r e  g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  f u t u r e  t h a t  no one  
wan t s  t o  l o o s e  a  penny.  So I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  would h e l p  o u r  p e o p l e  i n  o r d e  
f o r  them t o  come o u t  w i t h  a  v e r y  good a v e r a g e  o f  amount o f  money t o  s e l l  o r  t 
make t h e  t r a n s a c t i o n  o f  t h e  l a n d .  So I b e l i e v e  e e n  though  you a r e  g o i n g  t o  
make a  d e a l  w i t h  be tween  b r o t h e r s  and i f  you d o n ' t  want  t o  l o s e  money t h e n  yo 
have  t o  c a l l ' t h e  a p p r a i s e r .  So t h a t  w i l l  become r e a l i t y  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  t h a t  
everybody wan t s  t o  a p p r a i s e  t h e i r  l a n d  i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  a  f a i r  m a r k e t  v a l u e  o f  
t h e  l a n d :  Thank you.  

1 P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  I n o s ?  

D e l e g a t e  I n o s :  Ye.s, i n  r e s p o n s e .  We a r e  making it a  r e a l i t y  h e r e  by p l a c i n g  
t h i s  t y p e  o f  p r o v i s i o n .  And I ' m  j u s t  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  p e n u l t i m z t e .  A n y ' . .  
t r a n s a c t i o n  i n  permanent  o r  l ong - t e rm i n t e r e s t  i n  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  i n  t h e  Ccmmon. 
w e a l t h  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  s h a l l  be  v o i d .  So I ' m  r e a d i n g  i f  "any.!' 
I d o n ' t  c a r e  i f  i t ' s  my s i s t e r  o r  my b r o t h e r  o r  my m o t h e r .  So I a g r e e  t h a t  
t h i s  i s  a d v a n t a g e o u s  i n  t e r n s  o f  n o t  b e i n g  t a k e n  by a  sh rew bus ines sman  bu t '  I 
a l s o  want  to.  be  a b l e  t o  make a  f a m i l y  t r a n s a c t i o n  which I w i l l  n o t  have  t o  go  
t o  a n  a p p r a i s e r .  

/ P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Any o t h e r  d i s c u s s . i o n s ?  D e l e g a t e  Ca lvo?  
i 

D e l e g a t e  Calvo:  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  p e r h a p s  w e  c a n  a s k  t h e  commi t t ee  wha t  i s  
r e a l l y  t h e  . i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h i s  b e c a u s e  B i l l  i s  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  p rov i s io r  
i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  l i m i t  t r a n s a c t i o n  o f  t h i s  t o  t h e  o u t s i d e r s  n o t  
on  N o r t h e r n  M a r i a n a s  d e s c e n t .  Bu t  t h e  m e r e  f a c t  t o  t h i s  s e n t e n c e  h e r e ,  it 
d o e s  have  t h e  e f f e c t .  Any l a n d  t r a n s a c t i o n  e i t h e r  i t ' s  from t h e  o u t s i d e  o r  
i n s i d e  it means t h a t  it s h l l  be  v o i d e d  i f  it d i d n ' t  go t h r o u q h  an  a p p r a i s a l  01 

p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  a p p r a i s e d .  So l e t  u s  h e a r  f rom ~ e l e ~ a t e  ~ i l l a g o m e z  maybe w i t h  
t h i s  r e g a r d .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  V i l l agomez ,  a r e  you g o i n g  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  t h a t :  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l agomez :  T h i s  p r o p o s a l  was s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  Conven t ion  by De lega t  
T o r r e s .  And t h e  commit tee  g a t h e r e d  t h a t  t h e  i n t e n t  was t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  p e o p l e  
f rom s e l l i n g  t h e i r  l a n d s  f o r  $10 when i t " s  wor th  $500 ,000 .  And o b v i o u s l y  w e  
c a n n o t  i d e n t i f y  e a c h  and  e v e r y  t r a n s a c t i o n  and o n l y  e x c l u d e  t h o s e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
when w e  a r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  which d e a l s  w i t h  g e n e r a l i t i e s  r a t h e r  
t h a n  s ' p e c i f i c i t i e s .  I see from t h e  v e r y  b e g i n n i n g  when t h e  commit tee  c o n s i d -  
e r e d  t h e s e  p rob lems  i n  t h a t  when you e x c l u d e  t r a n s a c t i o n s  be tween  a  l o c a l  
p e r s o n  and  a  n o n - l o c a l  p e r s o n  o r  be tween  a  non-bus inessman and  a  b u s i n e s s m a n ,  
l o c a l  o r  n o n - l o c a l ,  when you make a  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  them on  a  g e n e r a l  b a s i s  
it a l s o  i n c l u d e s  t h e  n o n - b u s i n e s s  t r a n s a c t i o n s  be tween  two i n d i v i d u a l s  
i n c l u d i n g  b r o t h e r s  and  f a m i l y  members. And s o  a l t h o u g h  it i s  d e s i r e d  t h a t  
t r a n s a c t i o n s  be tween  f a m i l y  members and  n e i g h b o r s  and  p e o p l e  who a r e  n o t  go in!  
i n t o  b u s i n e s s ,  it i s  i n t e n d e d  t h a t  t h e y  n o t  o r  i t  was d e s i r e d  t h a t  t h e y  n o t  bc 
i n c l u d e d .  Under t h i s  c u r r e n t  l a n g u a g e  t h e y  a r e  i n c l u d e d  b e c a u s e  t h e  l a n g u a g e  
d o e s  n o t  e x c l u d e  them. I n  t h e  l a s t  t h i r t y  m i n u t e s  I ' v e  been  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  
o u t  some ways t o  come up  w i t h  t h e  l a n g u a g e  t h a t  would e x c l u d e  t h o s e  k i n d s  o f  
t r a n s a c t i o n s  and  i t ' s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t .  So t h e  answer  i s ,  t h i s  l a n g u a g e  now 
i n c l u d e s  a l l  l a n d  s a l e s  o r  t r a n s a c t i o n s  on  long- t e rm l e a s e h o l d  t r a n s a c t i o n s ,  
b u t  it was n o t  d e s i r e d  by t h e  p r o p o n e n t  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p r o p o s a l  n o r  t h e  
commi t t ee  t o  i n c l u d e  them. W e  have  n o t  come o u t  w i t h  t h e  l a n g u a g e  t h a t  would 
e x c l u d e  t r a n s a c t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  f o r  b u s i n e s s  p u r p o s e  o r  t h a t  a r e  be tween  
f a m i l y  members o r  f r i e n d s ,  n e i g h b o r s ,  and  t h e  l i k e .  
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P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Manglona?  

D e l e g a t e  Manglona:  I would j u s t  l i k e  t o  a s k  a n y  inember o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e .  I f  
a  l a n d  i s  l e a s e d ,  i s  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h i s  r e c o r n l e n d a t i o n  t o  a l l o w  t h i s  lease 
l a n d  t o  h a v e  a  ccndcmin ium b u i l t  on  it a n d  s e l l  Eor p e r m a n e n t  t e r m s ?  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Somebody? D e l e g a t e  N e n d i o l a ?  

D e l e g a t e  MenEio la :  I t h i n k  it i s  v e r y  c l e a r  t h a t  it s a y s  55  y e a r s ,  s o  y o u  
c o u l d  o n l y  s e l l  it f o r  5 5 .  

Deleaate Manalona:  I s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  K i n g ,  would  you l i k e - t o  r e s p o n d  t o  t h a t  
q u e s t i o n  a l s o ?  

D e l e g a t e  King :  I f  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  c o r r e c t l y ,  maybe my r e s p o n s e . w i 1  
a n s w e r .  I f  I d o n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  i t ,  t h e n  my r e s p o n s e  w i l l  b e  ' v e r y  i n t r u s i o n .  ..' 
I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  i s  n o t  t o  s e l l  t h e  l a n d  perma-  
n e n t l y .  I t h i n k  t h e r e ' s  a  f l e x i b i l i t y  t h e r e  -- f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  a n d  
l e a s e h o l d  a n d  t h e  5 5  y e a r s  i s  t h e  c u t  o f f  d a t e .  Now, i f  t h e y  are g o i n g  t o  g o  
u p  t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r ,  t h e n  t h a t ' s  u p  t o  t h e  two p a r t i e s  w h e t h e r '  t h e y  a r e  g o i n g  
t o  s e l l  i t  f o r  p e r m a n e n t  f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t .  

D e l e g a t e  Manglona:  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h e r e  i s . n o  l a n d  a l i e n a t i o n  f o r  s p a c e  ' 

a b o v e  t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r ?  

D e l e g a t e  King :  Land a l i e n a t i o n  i s  s t i l l  t h e r e ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  b e c a u s e  y o u  
c a n n o t  s e p a r a t e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  t h e  l a n d .  

D e l e g a t e  Manglona:  No, b u t  I ' m  s a y i n g  t h e  b a s i c  i n t e n t .  I s  t h a t  it t o  removt 
t h e  l a n d  a l i e n a t i o n  f rom t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r  u p ?  

D e l e g a t e  King:  No, M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  The i n t e n t i o n  t h e r e  i s  s i n c e  we condemned 
o u r  p e o p l e  o n  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  o r  t h e  l a n d  t h e n  w e  are g i v i n g  t h e  f l e x i b i l i t y  
o n  t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r  s i n c e  t h e r e  i s  n o  p r o v i s i o n  i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  c o n c e r n i n 5  
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n .  

D e l e g a t e  Manglona:  Can I g e t  t h e  r e s p o n s e  o f  D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o m e z ?  I j u s t  
w a n t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s .  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o m e z :  A g a i n  t h e  p r o p o s a l  r e g a r d i n g  f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  a b o v e  t h e  
f i r s t  f l o o r  o f  a condominium w a s  p r o p o s e d  b y  D e l e g a t e  Karl Reyes  a n d  h e  was a 
member o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e .  The p u r p o s e  i s  t o  a l l o w  p u r c h a s e  o f  f r e e h o l d  
i n t e r e s t  o n  t h e  s e c o n d ,  o r  t h i r d ,  o r  f o u r t h  f l o o r  o r  a b o v e  e i t h e r  f r e e h o l d  o r  
l o n g - t e r m . l e a s e .  I t  i s  t o  e x c l u d e  t h i s  f r o m  t h e  l a n d  a l i e n a t i o n  r e s t r i c t i o n .  

D e l e g a t e  Manglona:  I f  I ,  l e t ' s  s a y ,  lease y o u r  l a n d ,  d o  I h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  
b u i l d  a b u i l d i n g  t h e r e  a n d  a n y t h i n g  o n  t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r  I c a n  o u t r i g h t l y  s e l l  
i t  t o  a n y o n e  1 w a n t  w i t h o u t  y o u r  p e r m i s s i o n  as  l o n g  a s  I d o  n o t  s e l i . t h e  first 
f l o o r ?  Is t h a t  t h e  i n t e n t ?  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o m e z :  I f  it i s  a condominium a r r a n g e m e n t ,  t h e n  you  c a n  sel l  
a b o v e  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  b u t  you  d o  t h a t  a t  a r i s k  b e c a u s e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t ,  
t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  b e l o n g s  t o  a l o c a l  p e r s o n .  So  you h a v e  t o  make a n  a r r a n g e m e n t  
t o  b e  p r o t e c t e d  when you s e l l  t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r .  
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D e l e g a t e  Manglona:  W e l l ,  t h a t  word a r r a n g e m e n t  i s  n o t  i n  t h i s  amendment. I ' a  
j u s t  c o n c e r n e d  b e c a u s e  i f  I l e a s e  you my l a n d ,  I d o n ' t  wan t  you t o  b u i l d  a 
condominium a n d  s e l l  e v e r y t h i n g  a b o v e  t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r  and  j u s t  l e ' ave  m e  t h e  
f i r s t  f l o o r .  Bu t  t h a t  i s  b a s i c a l l y  wha t  w i l l  h a p p e n .  I s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o m e z :  No . '  You c a n  p r o h i b i t  i t .  Yo3 c a n n o t  be  f o r c e d  t o  l eas '  
y o u r  l a n d  t o r s o m e b o d y  who would b u i l d  a condominium and  s e l l  t h e  s e c o n 2  f l o o r  
H e  c a n  o n l y  do  t h a t  i f  you a g r e e .  

D e l e g a t e  Reyes :  P o i n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  S t a t e  y o u r  p o i n t ,  D e l e g a t e  Reyes .  

D e l e g a t e  Reyes :  I . t h i n k  t h e  condominium l a w  i s  s p e c i f i c  i n  t e l l i n q  y o u - t h a t  
you h a v e  t o  i s s u e  y o u r  o f f e r i n g s  o r  p r o s p e c t u s .  And on  t h i s  p r o s p e c t u s ,  t h i s  
i s  t h e  v e h i c l e  t o  t e l l  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  b u y e r s  w h a t  t h e  r e s t r i c . t i o n s  a r e ,  i f .  ariy . . 

Thank you .  

, P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  B e f o r e  we g o  o n ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  d i s p o s e  o f  D e l e g a t e  Inos .  
amendment.  

I The m o t i o n  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  amendment t o  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  s e n t e n c e  as o f f e r e c  
I 1 by D e l e g a t e  I n o s  was c a r r i e d  by v o i c e  v o t e .  

I I P r e s i d e n t  H.. G u e r r e r o :  W e  are b a c k  t o  t h e  ma in  m o t i o n .  D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s ?  

D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  I 1 m . v e r y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h i s .  I t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h i n g s  a r e  
g o i n g  w e l l  w i t h  t i g h t e n i n g  up  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n ,  a n d  now w i t h  t h i s ,  I ' m  h a v i n g  
s e c o n d  t h o u g h t s .  My q u e s t i o n  i s  t h i s .  L e t ' s  s a y  t h a t  we w a n t  t o  a t t r a c t  a  
p r o s p e c t i v e  f o r e i g n  i n v e s t o r  t o  b u i l d  a  condominimum o n  a p r i v a t e  l a n d .  And 
l e t ' s  s a y  t h a t  we g i v e  t h a t  i n v e s t o r  t h e  maximum w h i c h  i s  55 y e a r s  t o  lease 
t h i s  l a n d .  And l e t ' s  s a y  a l s o  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  r e s t r i c t i o n  a s  t o  wha t  t h i s  
i n v e s t o r  c a n  b u i l d  on t h e  l a n d .  F i v e  y e a r s  down t h e  r o a d ,  t h i s  i n v e s t o r  b u i l c  
a  4 - s t o r y  b u i l d i n g .  S i x  y e a r s  down t h e  r o a d ,  h e  d e c i d e d  t h a t  p e r h a p s  it i s  
more p r o f i t a b l e  t o  s e l l  above  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  t o  o u t s i d e r s ;  I mean t o  o t h e r  
o u t s i d e  g r o u p s .  I wonder  w h e t h e r  t h i s  would u l t i m a t e l y  l e a d  u s  t o  c o s t l y  a n d  
p a i n f u l  l i t i g a t i o n ,  and  t h e  o n l y  p e r s o n  .who s u f f e r  a t  t h e  e n d  w i l l  n o t  be  t h e  
i n v e s t o r  who h a s  c o l l e c t e d  a l l  t h e  paymen t s  a n d  moved o n  t o  o t h e r  p a s t u r e s  bui 
t h e ' . o r i g i n a l  owner  o f  t h e  l a n d .  I ' m  v e r y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h i s  now, e s p e c i a l 1 1  
i n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  are t i g h t e n i n g  up  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  t o  o n e  h u n d r e d  
p e r c e n t  o w n e r s h i p .  I ' m  v e r y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h i s .  Cou ld  I be  e n l i g h t e n e d ?  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o m e z ?  

Delegate: I f  I w e r e  a n  o u t s i d e r  and  I w a n t  t o  come i n  and  b u i l d  a 
condominium h e r e  knowing t h a t  I c a n  o n l y  lease t h e  l a n d  f o r  55 y e a r s ,  I would  
n o t  a s k  f o r  a  l e a s e h o l d - i n t e r e s t .  I n s t e a d ,  I would a s k .  L e t ' s - s a y  t h a t  K a r l  
Reyes  i s  t h e  l a n d  owner .  I would a s k  K a r l  i f  h e  would  j o i n  a p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t :  
m e .  And h e  would d o n a t e  t h e  l a n d  and  h e  would  own t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  I would  
d o n a t e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  and  h e  w i l l  own t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  a n d  I w i l l  b e  f r e e  t o  sel  
t h e  s e c o n d ,  t h i r d  a n d  f o u r t h  f l o o r .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Y e s ,  D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s .  

D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  b u t  t h a t  i s  j u s t  e x a c t l y  t h e  p o i n t .  M r .  K a r  
Reyes ,  as s o o n  as t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  d i s s o l v e d ,  would b e  l e f t  w i t h  t h o s e  p e o p l e  - - 
who b o u g h t  rooms above -  t h e  f i r s t -  f l o o r  a l r e a d y .  And t h e  p a r t n e r  l e f t  and  
c o l l e c t e d  a l l  t h e  money. 

i - - -  _ - -  .. -.._...---I_- .--.---.-I-- -.. _. . . ..- 
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D e l e q a t e  Vill?.gomez: No; "Ir. Reyes would g e t  h i s  money up f r o n t   hen I s e l l  
t h o s e  h o u s e s .  So ,  i f  I a b s c c n d ,  h e ' s  a l r e a d y  p a i d .  And i f  I abscond ,  anyway 
he  i s  g o i n g  t o  end  u p  w i t h  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  

D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  Y e s ,  b u t  what a b o u t  t h e  rooms above t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ?  You 
w i l l  have t h e  l a n d  and t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  a l r i g h t .  Yes,  I a g r e e  w i t h  j73u. He 
w i l l  s t i l l  have t h e  l a n d ;  .he w i l l  s t i l l  have t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ;  he w i l l  n o t  h a w  
t h e  rooms above t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Vi l l agomez?  

D e l e g a t e  Vi l l agomez :  Yes.  The p r i n c i p l e  o f  condominium and t h e  s t a t u t e  i s  
c o m p l i c a t e d  and i t  i s  go ing  t o  t a k e  a  l o n g  t i m e  t o  e x p l a i n  i t .  But  i f  you 
f o l l o w  a l l  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  i n  t h e  condominium and t h e  payments a r e  made up 
f r o n t  and a r e  s p l i t t e d  between t h e  l a n d  owner and  t h e  o u t s i d e  i n v e s t o r  t hen . - . -  
what  you a r e  t h i n k i n g  i s  t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n  i s  g o i n g  t o  t a k e  a l l  t h e  mone:7'and.. 
l e a v e  and t h e n  t h e  l o c a l  l a n d  owner i s  g o i n g  t o  be  l e f t  w i t h  n o t h i n g .  I don.'t 
p e r c e i v e  t h a t  would happen because  o f  t h e  way t h a t  t h e  condohinium s y s t e m  i s . :  
a r r a n g e d  and  t h e  way t h a t  t h e  money would b e  s p l i t t e d .  And i f  h e  l e a v e s ,  t h e r  
h e  would have  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  e n t i r e  b u i l d i n g .  But  a n o t h e r  t h i n g  i s  t h e  ' 

agreemen t  i n . t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  would be  s t r u c t u r e d  i n  s u c h  a  way t h a t  b o t h  par - '  
t i e s  w i l l  b e  p r o t e c t e d .  

D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  Could I a s k  f o r  t h e  i n d u l g e n c e  o f  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  t o  a l l o w  
D e l e g a t e  Vi l lagomez t o  p l e a s e  expound on t h e  l a w s  o f  t h e  condominium? 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Vi l l agomez ,  a r e  you g o i n g  t o '  r e s p o n d ?  

Delegate: I would v e r y  much l i k e  t o  r e s p o n d .  I would n o t  l i k e  t o  
r e s p o n d  r i g h t  now. I would l i k e  t o  r e v i e w  t h e  condominium law.  I t  would t a k t  
m e  a b o u t  two h o u r s  t o  r e a d  i t .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Manglona? 

D e l e g a t e  Manglona: D e l e g a t e  Vi l l agomez ,  okay ,  t h e  b e s t  way, o f  c o u r s e ,  w i l l  
b e  t o  j o i n  a  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  a  l o c a l  o n e ,  b u i l d  a  condominium and t h e y  a r e .  
b o t h  happy. But  my main c o n c e r n  i s  t h e  l e a s e h o l d .  I t h i n k  by l e a s i n g  t h e  
l a n d ,  I c a n  b u i l d  a  condominium on t h a t  l a n d  w i t h  t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  owner .  
My c o n c e r n  i s ,  t h e s e  p e o p l e  would t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h i s ,  o u t s i d e r s  would t a k e  
a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h i s .  R a t h e r  t h a n  go  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  where t h e y  have t o  s h a r e  t h e  
p r o f i t s ,  t h e y  c a n  s i m p l y  j u s t  l e a s e  t h e  l a n d  which i s  a c t u a l l y  buy ing  it 
b e c a u s e  y o u ' r e  b u y i n g  t h e  a i r s p a c e  above  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  I t h i n k  o u t s i d e r s  
would r a t h e r  much go  t h a t  r o u t e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  l e a s i n g  t h e  l a n d ,  however ,  
t e c h n i c a l l y  t h e y  a r e  buying  t h e  a i r s p a c e  above  t h a t .  

D e l e g a t e  Vi l l agomez :  T h a t  i s  c o r r e c t .  

D e l e q a t e  Manglona: So i s  t h e r e  any  way t h a t  w e  c a n  p r o t e c t  t h e  l o c a l s  f rom 
t h a t  r o u t e  b e c a u s e  I know t h a t  9 9  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  o u t s i d e r s ,  i f  I ' m  an  o u t s i d e r  
I ' m  g o i n g  t o  t h a t  r o u t e  b e c a u s e  I'm- l e a s i n g  t h e  l a n d  b u t  I ' m  t e c h n i c a l l y  b u y i n  
t h e  a i r s p a c e .  

D e l e g a t e  Reyes: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ?  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Reyes.  

D e l e g a t e  Reyes:  The whole i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  i s  n o t  t o  l e a s e  y o u r l a n c  
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I f  I have  a  l a n d ,  f i v e  h e c t a r e s  l a n d  and I know t h a t  I c a n  bui lc i  a  con2ominiu: 
and  be a b l e  t o  s e l l  i t ,  why would I l e a s e  my l a n d  t o  somebody t o  b u i l d  it wher 
I c a n  s e l l  t h e  condominium and p r o f i t  f rom i t  myse l f  a s  t h e  l a n d  owner? And 
i f  I t a k e  a  f i v e - s t o r y  b u i l d i n g ,  f o r  example ,  and I s e l l  60 p e r c e n t  o f  i t ,  I 
c a n  go t o  t h e  bank and s a y ,  h e r e ' s  on l e t t e r  6 0  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  
want t o  buy and  t h i s  60 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  s a l e . p r i c e  w i l l  e n a b l e  me t o  b u i l d  t h e  
condominium myse l f  a s  t h e ' l a n d  owner .  Why would I go and lese it  t o  a  Japane :  
o r  a n  o u t s i d ~ r  when t h i s  l a n d  i s  mine ,  t h i s  condominium i s  mine and t h e  p r o f i ?  
i s  a l l  g o i n g  t o  b e  mine?  So t h i s  i s  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  p r o p o s a l .  I d o n ' t  
want o u r . p e o p l e  t o  be a b l e  t o  s e l l  t h i s  condominium and  s t i l l  a s k  t h e  c u t s i d e l  
t o  g i v e  them money b e c a u s e  i f  you have  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s e l l i n g  it i n  w r i t i r  
and  e s p e c i a l 1 . y  i f  you a r e  r e q u i r z d  t h e  d e p o s i t s  t o  be  made and  you show i n  
good f a i t h  t h e  bank a l l  t h e s e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  t h e  bank w i l l  l e n d  you t h a t  monel 
t o  b u i l d  it y o u r s e l f .  Thank you.  

D e l e g a t e  Manglona: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  t h a t ' s  j u s t  it. I t  b r i n g s  u s  back t d  t h e .  
p o i n t  t h a t  o u r  p e o p l e  a r e  n o t  r e a d y  t o  make d e c i s i o n s  on  t h e i r  l a n d .  So w e : .  
c a n  p u t ,  maybe c o n s i d e r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  o n l y  f r e e h o l d  l a n d  c a n  have  condominium 

/ and n o t  l e a s e h o l d  b e c a u s e  w e  have  t o  p r o t e c t  o u r  p e o p l e .  I know t h a t  when the  
I see t h o s e  g r e e n s  t h e y  w i l l  j u s t  change  t h e i r  mind and  go on  t h e  l e a s e h o l d .  
i r o u t e .  
I 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Reyes? I -  
D e l e g a t e  Reyes:  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I t h i n k  w e  s h o u l d n ' t  worry  a b o u t  t h a t .  Lease -  ' h o l d  i s  happen ing  r i g h t  now. What i s  g o i n g  t o  s t o p  t h e  p e o p l e ,  f rom two I a g r e e i n g  p e o p l e  t o  n o t  t o  l e a s e  i f  t h e y  a g r e e  LO l e a s e  w i t h i n  t h e  law? That- I i s  happening  r i g h t  now. So what  w e  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  d o  h e r e  i s  t o  s t o p  o u r  ordn 

I l o c a l  p e o p l e  f rom l e a s i n g  it and b u i l d i n g  it up t h e m s e l v e s .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t ?  

D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  Thank you,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  Here w e  a r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  two 
t h i n g s ,  t h e  l a n d  and  t h e  a i r :  Now, I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know why w e  have  t o  g i v e  of 
t h i s  l a n d  on  f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  b a s i s  i n s t e a d  o f  l e a s e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  b a s i s .  T h i s  
i s  on t h e  s econd  f l o o r  up.  Is t h i s  t o  a t t r a c t  t h e  b u y e r ,  o r  somebody t h a t  w i l  
p u t  up a  condominium? Because e v e n  i f  w e  u s e  l e a s e h o l d  i n t e r e s t ,  55 y e a r s  
t i m e s  two, i n  a l l ,  i s  110 y e a r s .  I f  i t . i s  110 y e a r s ,  it sounds  l i k e  f r e e h o l d  
i n t e r e s t  a l r e a d y .  So I r e a l l y  want  t o  know t h e  a c t u a l  r e a s o n  b e h i n d  u s i n g  o f  
f r e e h o l d  r a t h e r  t h a n  l e a s e h o l d  i n  t h i s  condominium b u s i n e s s .  Can D e l e g a t e  
Reyes answer  m e  on  t h i s  one?  Why do w e  have  t o  s t i c k  t o  f r e e h o l d ?  Why n o t  
u s e  l e a s e h o l d  o f  55 y e a r s  t i m ~ s  2 ,  110 y e a r s ?  

D e l e g a t e  Reyes:  I f  you b u i l d  a  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  would s u s t a i n  f o r  t h e  n e x t  75 
y e a r s  and.somebody i s  w i l l i n g  t o  buy t h a t  b u i l d i n g  f o r  t h a t  p e r i o d  o f  75 yearE 
t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  would a l l o w  t h a t  even  beyond t h e  55 s o  you c a n  g e t  y o u r  money 
up f r o n t .  When you b u i l d  a  b u i l d i n g  you g e t  t h e  money up f r o n t .  I f  you l e a s e  
i t ,  you d o n ' t  g e t  t h e  money up f r o n t .  

Delegate: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  c a n  I c o n t i n u e ,  b e c a u s e  I f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  
answer  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  o t h e r  d e l e g a t e s  q u e s t i o n i n g  a b o u t  t h e  s econd  t r a n s a c t i c  
o f  a i r s p a c e ?  I f  w e  t r a n s a c t  t h e  l a n d  unde r  l e a s e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  t h e n  t h e  l a n d  
i s  s t i l l  y o u r s  no m a t t e r  how l o n g .  And i f  t h i s  guy t h a t  t o o k  up t h e  l e a s e h o l c  
i n t e r e s t  on  your  a i r s p a c e  and  p l a n  t o  r e se l l  i t ,  t o  l e a s e  t o  someone e l se ,  t h c  
a i r s p a c e  i s  s t i l l  y o u r s .  So he c a n n o t  d o  any t r a n s a c t i o n  w i t h o u t  you knowing 
i t .  And t h i s  i s  t h e  b i g  d i f f e r e n c e  between f r e e  and  l e a s e .  F r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  
i s  a  l i f e t i m e  o w n e r s h i p  o f  t h e  l a n d  o r  t h e  a i r .  And I know what  t h e y  a r e  
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trying to do here, e i t h e r  because we cannot use the freehold interest 'secause 
only CNMI descer,t can own land and now we are playincj with the airsnac?. And 
I really don't see the real motive behind using freehold rather than a long 
lease which is already up to 55 years times 2, 110 years. It's sirnpllr a free- 

i hold interest alerady; it's a lifetime. 

/ Delegate Reyes: Can I sns.lVAJer that? 

/ President H. Guerrero: Delegate Reyes? 
I I Deleqate Xeyes: I guess this concept of selling it is new to many of us. But, 

yes, this is happening around the world now where you buy your ccndoninium ani 
then you go and enter into an agreement with somebody else to share the condo- 
minium, to use it when you are not using it. This concept i.s very po2ular nov, 

i and it's acceptable. For example, the Japanese coming here during winter tim~ 

I and during summer time in Japan they go back and somebody else comes hece and 
I ,  uses that condominium. He gets his money back but that's not of my business; 

He already bought the condominium from me and if he bought it for $30,000~for / two bedroom ~oepleie then I get my money. And then there is in the condo mini^ 
addressing the notices. You know, the condominium law provides that whatever / happens there, the owner or the group of owners would know the transactions. . 

But that's immaterial. The cash is paid off front and these owners of condo,- 

1 minium can share that condominium, and this is called the sharing concept. I 
I guess this is too far progressive on our area but it is happening and I hate ' 

1 to wait for another 10 years when we 1ose'the.opportunity to be involved in. 
I these kinds- of businesses. Thank you. i 

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Mendiola? 

Delegate Mendiola: Mr. President, I'd like to suggest that we leave all thosc 
detailed infornation to the Legislature. The Legislature is coming up with a 
condominium law. So all those-detailed explanations should be included in ths 
statute, because we are going into detailed explanations now as to what is 
going to happen and what  will^ hap2en. 

Delegate Reyes: Point of information. The condominium law has been passed. 
There is a condominium law already and this proposal is tailored after that 
condominium law. 

Delegate Mendiola: I move to end debate. 

Delegate King seconded the motion. 

President H. Guerrero: It has been moved and seconded to end debate. We are 
voting now on Committee Recommendation No. 19, as amended. Secretary Nabors, 
can you take the roll call? 

Delegate: Mr. President, privilege. I move for a five-minute 
recess. 

Delegate Mendiola: So I withdraw my motion, Mr. President. 

There being no objection, President Guerrero declared the Convention 
recessed at 4:09 p.m. 

RECESS 

The Convention reconvened at 4 : 2 5  p.m. 
... -I____-..- ... -.-- . . . .  ...---- I - _ - - . _ _ -  _-- .... -, .-, 
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P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  The s e s s i o n  i s  c a l l e d  back t o  o r d e r .  The C h a i r  i s  
g o i n g  t o  l i m i t  t h e  d e b a t e  t o  30 m i n u t e s .  W e  have e x t e n s i v e l y  d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  
n o t  j u s t  t oday  b u t  f o r  t h e  p a s t  two,  t h r e e  d a y s  and  I would l i k e  t o  l i m i t  

1 d e b a t e  t o  30 m i n u t e s .  D e l e g a t e  Manglona? 
I 

D e l e g a t e  Manglona: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  r e c e s s ,  I 
r e a l i z e d  someth ing .  Can t h e  members o f  t h e ' c o m m i t t e e  answer my q u e s t i o n ?  I f  
I am n o t  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  l a n d ,  I am a  f o r e i g n e r  and  I go  t o  a  l o c a l  p e r s o n  
and  s a y ,  l e t * m e  l e a s e  your  a i r s p a c e  f o r  200 y e a r s .  Can somebody s t o p  m e  f rom 
l e a s i n g  t h e  a i r s p a c e  f o r  200 y e a r s ?  

D e l e g a t e  King: Y e s ,  somebody c a n  s t o p  you. The owner c a n  s t o p  you i f  t h e  
owner d o e s n ' t  want  i t .  

D e l e q a t e  PIanglona: I f  t h e  owner a l l o w s  m e  t o  l e a s e  it f o r  200 y e a r s ,  c a n  t h e  
law s t o p  m e  f rom l ' e a s i n g  ar, a i r s p a c e ,  p u t t i n g  a  g a r a g e  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and  
l e a s i n g  t h e  a i r s p a c e  f o r  more t h a n  6 0  y e a r s ?  . . .  . - 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  I t h i n k  t h i s  can  be  h a n d l e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y .  

D e l e g a t e  King: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I t h i n k  i f  w e  a r e  g o i n g  i n t o  v e r y  d e e p  d e t a i l s  
w e  c a n n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  it. There  a r e  some a r e a s  t h a t  q e t  i n t o  d e t a i l s  t h a t  c s n  
b e  h a n d l e d  by t h e  s t a t u t e .  But  i f  w e  a r e  g o i n g  t o  p;t i n  o u r  C o n s t i t u t i o n  -a 
v e r y  d e t a i l e d  p r o p o s a l  w e  w i l l  n e v e r  f i n i s h  o u r  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  

' D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  P I r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  p o i n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  i 
P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  S t a t e  your  p o i n t ,  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas.  

D e l e q a t e  Mafnas :  I t h i n k  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s  v a l i d .  I t  h a s  m e r i t  b e c a u s e  w e  w i l  
d e c i d e  whe the r  65 o r  55 i s  a p p r o p r i a t e .  

/ D e l e g a t e  Reyes: Can I ?  
I 

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Reyes? 

D e l e g a t e  Reyes: I ' l l  t r y  t o  answer  t h a t  a s  I see it .  D e l e g a t e  Manglona ' s  
q u e s t i o n  i s ,  c a n  h e  j u s t  go and l e a s e  200 y e a r s  a i r s p a c e .  And I suppose  h e  
i s  1 , eas ing  t h i s  l a n d  from, he i s  t r y i n g ' t o  g e t  t h a t  200 y e a r s  from somebody 
who i s  l e a s i n g  t h e  l a n d .  Is  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

D e l e g a t e  Manglona: I ' m  n o t  even  g o i n g  t o  l e a s e  t h e  l a n d  o r  a n y t h i n g .  I ' m  jui 
g o i n g  t o  s a y ,  h e y ,  you g o t  a  p i e c e  o f  l a n d  t h e r e ,  I want  t h e  second  f l o o r  up 
f o r  hundred  y e a r s .  I d o n ' t  c a r e  a b o u t  t h e  l a n d ,  I ' m  j u s t  g o i n g  t o  make a n  
ag reemen t .  I n  f a c t ,  I ' m  g o i n g  t o '  buy it. I ' m  g o i n g  t o  buy h i s  a i r s p a c e .  

D e l e g a t e  Reyes: Okay. W e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  p u t  down h e r e  condominium. Under t h e  
condominium, you a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  come up  w i t h  a  p r o s p e c t u s ,  a n  o f f e r i n g .  And 
i n  t h a t  o f f e r i n g  you have t o  s p e l l . o u t  whare a r e  your  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  i f  t h e r e  
a r e  any .  So,  i f  I have a  r e s t r i c t i o n  of  55 y e a r s ,  t h e n  d e f i n i t e l y ,  you know, 
I c a n n o t  s e l l  it f o r  200 y e a r s  when I o n l y  have  55 y e a r s  r e s t r i c t i o n .  

Delegate: I ' m  n o t  g o i n g  t o  l e a s e  t h e  l a n d .  I ' m  j u s t  g o i n g  t o  come 
t o  you and s a y ,  I ' m  g o i n g  t o  buy y o u r  a i r s p a c e  f o r  condominium p u r p o s e s  f rom 
t h e  second  f l o o r  up.  I ' m  g o i n g  t o  buy i t ;  I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  l e a s e .  

D e l e g a t e  Reyes: Okay. I f  t h e  l a n d  i s  my own and I ' m  n o t  l e a s i n g  it from any-  
y e a r s . . . .  

.............._ -.-.. -_-__I____ .__. ...___..-_.-_-_----- 1 -- 
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Delegate Slanqlona: So in essence, we are removing the land alienation for 
airspace above the second floor. With this amendment, we are opening it up. 
We are removing the land alienation for second, third, fourth, and up. That 
is all, thank you. 

President H. Guerrero: Why would you want to buy a bigger space if there's a 1 bottom of it? 

I Delegate Manglona: Because I can always put the columns and start on the 

I second floor up for condominium. 

I President H. Guerrero: Not really because you are still touching the land. 
Delegate Villagomez? 

Delegate Villagomez: Thank you. The reason that I asked for a recess is .'. 
because of the sentence, the market value shall be professional appraised . .  * . 

. . I before any sale or long-term lease is executed. I would like to ask the 
I unanimous consent of the delegates to anend Committee Recommendation No. 19 ' '  

to strike that sentence out and delete it from the proposed recommendation.. I The sentence starting on line 6: "The market value of land in the Comnonw&alt! 
shall be professionally appraised and a copy provided to the land owner befort / any sale or long-term lease is executed regarding that land." The reason t-ha- 

1 I'm asking the unanimous consent of the delegates to strike that is as follow: 
1 This requirement is only when you are gokng to sell your land or enter into a 
i long-term lease. You can only sell your land to a Saipanese, or Rotanese, or 

Tinianese and you can only give long-term lease to person of.Northern Mariana: 1 descent. So if you are going to lease your land for 40 years, let's take a 

I shorter one, for 30 years to an outsider, you don't have to have your land 
appraised. So, the original intent of this is to prevent outside investors 1 from coming in and buying land for $10 that are worth $200. But that's not 
what this does. What this does is it requires us when we sell and lease amonc / ourselves locally to have the land appraised. So we're doing just the opposi: 

I by putting in sale or long-term lease. What we should have here to accomplis~ 
f our goal is to say that appraisal shall be required when there's going to be ; 

short term lease because you can only give a short-term lease to an outsider / and you cannot sell to an outsider. So it really, it does just the opposite 
of what we are hoping to do. And for that reason I ask the unanimous consent 
of the floor to delete that from the proposed amendment. 

a Delegate King seconded. . 
Delegate: Just a point of information. The reason why I guess we 
all overlooked that is that we all feel that a short-term lease is a long-terc 
lease by the way the contracts are written. Thank you. 

1 Delegate Mendiola: No objection. 

President H. Guerrero: Those in favor of deleting the sentence on line 6, 
plesae say aye? 

Delegate Oqumoro: I object to that. My concern is not just that. I think 
we should address the concern that was raised by Delegate Manglona. And if 
the line or the phrase beginning with "except" on line 5 would be deleted too, 
then I think I would go with that amendment. But as it is now, the problem i: 
on line 5 starting with the words "except an interest acquired above the first 
floor of the condominium building." I think that's where the problem is. Of 
course, that line there that Delegate Villagomez mentioned is also important, 
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b u t  I t h i n k  o u r  problem and t h e  more I l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  t h i s  
morning  o r  t h i s  a f t e r n c o n ,  t h e  n o r e  c o n c e r n  I g e t .  SO i f  t h e  mover o f  t h a t  
mo t ion  would a l s o  i n c l u d e  t h a t  p h r a s e  T h e r e  " e x c e p t  an  i n t e r e s t  a c s u i r e d  

1 above  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  o f  t h e  condominium b u i l d i n g " ,  t h e n  I w i l l  a g r e e  t o  t h i t  
I m o t i o n .  
I 

. --. . . 1 D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  May I mnve f o r ' i a  f i ve l&inu te  r e c e s s  so w e  c a n  x a r o x  t h i s ,  
I and  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  o b t a i n  unanimous c o n s e n t ,  w e  c a n  d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  t o  d s l f t e  

i 
I 

D e l e g a t e  Vi l lagomez  seconded  t h e  mo t ion .  
- I 

There  b e i n g  no o b j e c t i o n ,  t h e  Conven t ion  r e c e s s e d  a t  4 : 3 3  p . m .  - 
RECESS 

i * ' _: _. The Conven t ion  r econvened  . a t  4.: 39 p.m. 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  The s e s s i o n  i s  c a l l e d  back  t o  o r d e r .  D e l e g a t e  I V i l l a g o m e z ?  
I I D e l e g a t e  V i l l agomez :  Thank you ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  I move t o  amend Commit tes .  . 

i Recommendation No. 19 t o  d e l e t e  t h e  s e n t e n c e  s t a r t i n ' g  on  l i n e  6 and  e n d i n g  or. 
l i n e  8 .  

D e l e g a t e  Nabors  s econded  t h e  mo t ion .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  I t  h a s  been moved and  seconded  t o  d e l e t e  t h e  s e n t e n c e  
s t a r t i n g  on  l i n e  6 and  e n d i n g  on  l i n e  8 o f f e r e d  by D e l e g a t e  V i l l agomez .  D i s -  
c u s s i o n s ?  

D e l e g a t e  Nabors:  I move t o  end  d e b a t e .  

D e l e g a t e  Mendio la  s e c o n d e d ,  and  t h e  mo t ion  was c a r r i e d  by v o i c e  v o t e .  . 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u s r r e r o :  Now w e  a r e  v o t i n g  on  Committee Recommendation No. 1 9 ,  
a s  amended. 

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  J u s t  t h e  amendment. 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D i d n ' t  w e  j u s t  v o t e  on t h a t  one?  O h ,  e x c u s e  m e .  

The mot ion  t o  a d o p t  t h e  amendment o f f e r e d  by D e l e g a t e  V i l l agomez  t o  
Committee Recommendation No. 19  was c a r r i e d  by v o i c e  v o t e .  D e l e g a t e  Nabors  
v o t e d  nay .  

D e l e g a t e  ~ a b o r s :  Motion f o r  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n .  

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas s econded  t h e  mo t ion .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  ~ e ' n o r i o ?  

D e l e g a t e  T e n o r i o :  Thank you ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  B e f o r e  w e  v o t e  o n  t h e  main mo- 
t i o n ,  I would l i k e  t o  e x p r e s s  my c o n c e r n  a b o u t  t h i s  exempt ion  above  t h e  f i r s t  
f l o o r  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  p u b l i c  l a n d .  I ' m  aware  t h a t  t h e r e - a r e  some companies  
t h a t  a r e  l e a s i n g  p u b l i c  l a n d  f o r  a  l o n g  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  now. A r e  t h o s e  p e o p l e  
exempted a l s o  f rom t h i s  55 y e a r s ?  I f  t h e y  b u i l d  a  condominium on p u b l i c  l a n d  
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w i l l  t h e  p e r s o n  b u y i n g ,  I mean, l e a s i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  l a n d  i s  exempted from 
s e l l i n g  t h e  rooms above t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  a l s o ?  

4 - 
< * / P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Members?  hai it man ~ i n g ,  o r  D e l e g a t e  Vi l l agomez?  

I D e l e g a t e  Kinq: I ' d  l i k s  t o  y i e l d  t o  D e l e g a t e  T e n o r i o  b e c a u s e  he i s  a  member 

I o f  my commit tee .  ', 
. - .. . ,+ .- - . . 

I o e . l e a a t e  T e n o r i o :  Thank you ,  M r .  C h a l ~ m a n .  
I 
I 

P r e s i Z e n t  H .  . G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  , V i l l a g o m e z ?  

D e l e g a t e  Vi l l agomez :  Is t h e  l e a s e  between t h e  government  and t h e  p r i v a t e  
p e r s o n  f o r  a  condominium? , - 

D e l e g a t e  T e n o r i o :  A s  a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  y e s ,  t h e r e  i s  one  l e a s e ,  I . t h i n k , .  ti?$ 
' Kan P a c i f i c  t h a t  l e a s e d  a  v e r y  huge, l a n d  and I t h i n k  t h e y  have  p l a n s .  f .or . .a  ..' 

condominium a l s o  i n  t h e i r  p l a n .  

' P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Y e s ,  D e l e g a t e  G u e r r e r o ?  I 

1 D e l e g a t e  DL. G u e r r e r o :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I t h i n k  w e  have  t o  c l e a r  o u r s e l v e s  ber 
i 
i b e c a u s e  I d o n ' t  t h i n k ,  by h e a r i n g  a l l  t h e  a rgumen t s  ,on t h i s  p roposed  e x t e n s i o  

we a r e  f o c u s i n g  t h e  i n t e > e s t  on p r i v a t e  l a n d ~ i n d i v i d h a l .  w e - a r e  n o t  t a l k i n g  
; a b o u t  p u b l i c  l a n d .  I f  a  p u b l i c  l a n d  i s  t o  be  e x t e n d e d ,  t h e n  I ,  f o r  o n e ,  w i l l  

v o t e  it down. I ' l l  go a g a i n s t  it. 1 
/ D e l e g a t e  T e n o r i o :  I j u s t  want  t o  be  a s s u r e d  t h a t  t h i s  d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  p u b i i  
I l a n d .  And s i n c e  t h e  p r o p o s a l  ment ioned  r e a l  p r o p e r t y ,  I t h i n k  t h e  government  I 

i a l s o  h a s  r e a l  p r o p e r t y .  

1 D e l e g a t e :  With r e s p e c t  t o  p u b l i c  l a n d ,  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  i s  t h a t  
I t h e  p r o v i s i o n  i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  r e l a t e d  t o  p u b l i c  l a n d s  would a p p l y .  And 

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  p e r h a p s  i f  t h e  Conven t ion  w i l l  c l a r i f y  o r  s o  
s t a t e a t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  commit tee  recommendat ion t h a t  it o n l y  c o v e r s  p r i v a t e  
l a n d s .  

I t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n  t o  t r a n s f e r  o f  f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  i n  p u b l i c  l a n d s  t h a t  i s  

/ P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Is t h a t  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  commi t t ee?  

' 

D e l e g a t e  Vi l l agomez :  Y e s .  

D e l e g a t e  King: Y e s .  

a l r e a d y  i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  w i l l  n o t  be r e p e a l e d  by t h i s  p r o p o s e d  amendment; 
s o  t h a t  wha teve r  a p p l i e s  now w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  p u b l i c  l a n d  and  i t ' s ' u p  t o  t h e  
Mar i anas  P u b l i c  Land C o r p o r a t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t o  a g r e e  t o  a l l o w  f r e e h o l d  
t r a n s f e r  o f  i n t e r e s t .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Would you l i k e  t o  r e s t a t e  t h a t  i n s t e a d  o f  j u s t  s a y i n g  
y e s ?  D e l e g a t e  Vi l l agomez ,  c a n  you r e s t a t e  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  commi t t ee?  

D e l e g a t e  Vi l lagomez:  Y e s .  T h i s  amendment t h a t  i s  p roposed  i n  Committee 
Recommendation No. 19  w i l l  a p p l y  o n l y  t o  p r i v a t e  l a n d s  and n o t  t o  p u b l i c  l a n d .  
And a l l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t r a n s f e r  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  p u b l i c  l a n d s  t h a -  
a r e  c u r r e n t l y  p r o v i d e d  i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  w i l l  c o n t i n u e .  
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P re s i2ep . t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Can I g e t  t h e  commi t t ee  members t o  r e s p o n d ?  D e l e g a t ?  
T e n o r i o ,  do you  agree w i t h  t n 2 t  i n t e n t i o n ?  

D e l e g a t e  T e n o r i o :  Y e s ,  Xr. P r e s i d e n t , ; r , I  a g r e e - w i t h  t h a t  i n t e n t i o n .  

1 P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  ~ i l l a ~ o m e z ,  do  you a g r e e  w i t h  t h a t ?  
I 
I D e l e g a t e  Vi l laaornez  : 'Yes. I 

.. --. .. ., 
. . -  -. +: : 

s ,.?. 

C - 

1 p r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  K ing , - ' do  you a g r e e  w i t h  t h a t  i n t e n t i o n ?  

1 D e l e g a t e  King.: Yes, M r .  p r e s i d e n t .  
1 ( P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Reyes?  

! D e l e g a t e  Reyes:  Yes. 

1 .  P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Mundo? 

1 ~ e l e b a t e  Mundo: Yes. 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  So a l l  t h e  members a g r e e d  t o  t h a t  i n t e n t i o n . '  Does 1 t h a t  c l a r i f y  t h e  t h i n g s  a l r e a d y ?  

I 
I D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  The q u e s t i o n  i s  c l a r i f i e d .  
I 
/ P r e s i d e n t  K. G u e r r e r o :  And a l l  i t s  f i v e  members a g r e e d  t o  t h a t  i n t e n t i o n .  

Any more d i s c u s s i o n s ? .  

Delegate: Y e s .  To b e  d e f i n i t e ,  I would recommend t h a t  w e  p u t  t h a  
i n  t h e  l a n g u a g e  i t s e l f  o f  t h e  amendment t h a t  t h i s  o n l y  a p p l i e s  t o  p r i v a t e  l a n ,  
and  d o e s  n o t  a p p l y  t o  p u b l i c  l a n d .  

I I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Wha t ' s  y o u r  amendment, D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o m e z ?  Three -  
m i n u t e  r e c e s s .  

T h e r e  b e i n g  no  o b j e c t i o n ,  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  r e c e s s e d  a t  4:47 p.m. 

RECESS 

. 
The C o n v e n t i o n  r econvened  a t  4 : 5 1  p.m. 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  The s e s s i o n  i s  c a l l e d  back  t o  o r d e r .  D e l e g a t e  
V i l l agomez?  

D e l e q a t e  V i l l agomez :  Thank you .  . I  a s k  t h e  unanimous c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  Conven- 
t i o n  and  move t h a t  o n ' l i n e  6 a f t e r  t h e  s e n t e n c e  which  e n d s  w i t h  " o f  a  
condominium b u i l d i n g " ,  w e  add  a  new s e n t e n c e  and  t h e  s e n t e n c e  w i l l  r e a d :  . " A  
pe rmanen t  o f  l o n g  t e r m  i n t e r e s t  a c q u i r e d  above  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  o f  a  condomin i -  
um b u i l d i n g  i s  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  p r i v a t e  l a n d s . "  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Can you r e a d  i t  much s l o w e r ,  I mean, s l o w e r ?  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l agomez :  A permanent  o r  l ong - t e rm i n t e r e s t  a c q u i r e d  above  t h e  
f i r s t  f l o o r  o f  a  condominium b u i l d i n g  i s  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  p r i v a t e  l a n d s .  

I D e l e g a t e  King seconded  t h e  m o t i o n .  
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D e l e g a t e  Manglona:  Question. I a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  b u t  t h e  
l a n g u a g e  d o e s n ' t  sound  c o r r e c t  b e c a u s e  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s e n t e n c e  j u s t  t e l l s  you  
t h a t  t h e r e ' s  no pe rmanen t  o r  l o n g - t e r m  i n t e r e s t  a b o v e  t h e  f i r s t  f l b o r  i n  a  
condominium b u i l d i n g .  And by s a y i n g  t h i s  s e n t e n c e ,  you a r e  i n p l y i n g  t h a t  
t h e r e  i s .  So ,  I ' m  j u s t  c o n f u s e d  on t h e  l a n c j u ~ g e ,  N r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  by s a y i n g  i n  
t h e  f i r s t  s e n t e n c e  t h a t  " e x c e p t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  o f  a  condominium b u i l d i n g " ,  
you a r e  a l r e a d y  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h a t  i s  n o t  p e r m a n e n t  a n d  l o n g - t e r m  i n t e r e s t .  Anc 
i f  you a d d  wha t  D e l e q a t e  Vi l l agornez  j u s t  m e n t i o n e d ,  you a r e  i m p l y i n g  t h a t  t h e r  
i s .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  V i l l a q o m e z ?  

- i D e l e g a t e  V i l l ago rnez :  J u s t  a  s e c o n d .  

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Recess f o r  t h r e e  r n i ~ u t e s .  
1 ,  
i T h e r e  b e i n g  no o b . j e c t i o n ,  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  r e c e s s e d  a t  4 :55  p.m. 

XECESS 

The C o n v e n t i o n  r e c o n v e n e d  a t  4 :56  p.m. 

I p r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  The s e s s i o n  i s  c a l l e d  b a c k  t o  o r d e r .  D e l e g a t e  
( V i l l a g o m e z ?  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o m e z :  Thank you .  The l a n g u a g e  now w i l l  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s :  "An1 / i n t e r e s t  a c q u i r e d  above  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  o f  a  condominium b u i l d i n g  i s  r e s t r i c t e  

I t o  p r i v a t e  l a n d s .  'I 

) P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  R e p e a t  t h a t  a g a i n ,  s l o w e r .  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l a q o m e z :  Any i n t e r e s t  a c q u i r e d  above  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  o f  a  condo-  
minium b u i l d i n g  i s  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  p r i v a t e  l a n d s .  

I 

i D e l e g a t e  Reyes  s e c o n d e d .  

/ P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  I t  h a s  been  moved and  s e c o n d e d .  D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t ?  

D e l e g a t e  K a i ~ a t :  Yes. Do t h e  words  "any  i n t e r e s t "  mean b o t h  t h e  f r e e h o l d  and 
l e a s e h o l d  i n t e r e s t s ?  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Does it i n c l u d e  a n y ?  D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o m e z ,  D e l e g a t e  
K a i p a t  i s  a s k i n g  a q u e s t i o n  w h e t h e r  t h e  i n t e r e s t  i n c l u d e s  b o t h  f r e e h o l d  a n d  ) l e a s e h o l d .  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l a q o m e z :  Y e s .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Any more d i s c u s s i o n s ?  

T h e r e  b e i n g  n o  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e  m o t i o n  t o  a d o p t  t h e  amendment 
o f f e r e d  by D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o m e z  t o  Commit tee  Recommendation No. 19  w a s  c a r r i e d  
by v o i c e  v o t e .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  W e  a r e  b a c k  t o  t h e  main  m o t i o n .  D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o m e z ?  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o m e z :  F o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  t h i s  means t h a t  a n y  condominium o r  a n y  
b u i l d i n g  t h a t  i s  b u i l t  o n  l a n d  t h a t  i s  owned by  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  w h e t h e r  u n d e r  
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a  l e a s e  a r r a n g e m e n t  wit-he government  o r  any k i n d  o f  a r r Jngernent  1s n o t  
p e r m i t t e d  t o  g i v e  permanent  o r  l o n g - t e r m  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h a t  condominium u n l e s s  
i t  i s  a l l o w e d  by t h e  p r e s e n t  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  + . - I D e l e g a t e  Nabors:  No o b j e c t i o n .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D i s c u s s i o n s ?  I f  - .. no d i s c u s s i o n  -- D e l e 2 a t e  T o r r e s ?  .:* ' - 
D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  am I s y i l l  i n  o r d e r  i f  I make a  mo t ion?  

-- I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Y e s ,  y o u ' a r e .  

DeZegate  T o r r e s :  I would l i k e  t o  move t o  f i l e  Committee Recomnendation No. 1 

I 

i D e l e g a t e  T e n o r i o  s econded  t h e  mo t ion .  

. . .  1 ' .  P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  I t  h a s  been  moved an.d s econded  t o  f i l e  C o r n n i t t e e '  . . .'I 

Recomiiendation No. 1 9 .  D e l e g a t e  Mendio la?  . . .. : 
' D e l e g a t e  Mendio ia :  Can w e  d i s p o s e  o f  t h e  amendment made by D e l e g a t e  Vi l lagprn  

f i r s t ?  

I P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r o :  We a l r e a d y  d i d .  W e  a r e  back  t o  t h e  main mot ion .  IS  

] t h e r e  any  d i s c u s s i o n  on t h e  mo t ion  t o  f i l e  Comit tee ' ,Recommendat ion  No. 1 9 ? .  
' D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s ?  ! 

D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  Thank you ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  I have  and  I ' m  s u r e  o t h e r  d e l e -  
/ g a t e s  have  f o u g h t  h a r d  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  Commonwealth a g a i n s t  b e i n  

d i s i n h e r i t e d  and  d i s e n f r a n c h i s e d  i n  t h e i r  own l a n d .  I f o u g h t  v e r y  h a r d  t o  
t i g h t e n  u p  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  law o r  p r o v i s i o n  u s i n g  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  l a n d  a l i e n  
t i o n  a s  my g u i d e .  I see t h i s  amendment a s  a  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  A r t i c l .  
X I I ,  S e c t i o n  1. I t h i n k  it i s  r e a l l y  s a d .  A l though  w e  may see t h i s  p o i n t ,  
w e  would l i k e  t o  l o o k  t h e  o t h e r  way and  i g n o r e  it. I am v e r y  d i s a p p o i n t e d  
a b o u t  t h i s  move and  I a n  s u r e , t h a t  a  l o t  o f  u s  p e r h a p s  see t h i s  b u t  would j u s  
l i k e  t o  l o o k  t h e  o t h e r  way. I t  makes S e c t i o n  1, A r t i c l e  X I I ,  m e a n i n g l e s s  and  
it makes it a  mockery a n d - I  t h i n k  h i s t o r y  w i l l  judge  o u r  a c t i o n  f o r  t h i s .  I ' m  
s u r e  t h a t  a  l o t  o f  u s  p e r h a p s  would j u s t  go ahead  and  v o t e  f o r  t h i s ,  b u t  I ' d  
l i k e  t h e  r e c o r d  t o  show t h a t  l a n d  a l i e n a t i o n  i s  d e a d  a s  soon  a s  t h i s  i s  
a d o p t e d .  Thank you.  . 
P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Any more d i s c u s s i o n s ?  

T h e r e  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e  mo t ion  t o  f i l e  Committee R e c o m ~ e n  
d a t i o n  No. 19  was d e f e a t e d  by v o i c e  v o t e .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D i s c u s s i o n s  on  t h e  main m o t i o n ?  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas? 

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  I move f o r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n .  

I D e l e g a t e  Mendio la  s econded  t h e  mo t ion .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  W e  a r e  v o t i n g  on Committee Recommendation No. 1 9 ,  as 
amended. R o l l  c a l l ,  p l e a s e .  

S e c r e t a r y  Nabors c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l ,  and  t h e  mo t ion  t o  a d o p t  Committee 
Recommendation No. 1 9 ,  a s  amended, on Second and  F i n a l  Reading  was v o t e d  o n ,  
a s  f o l l o w s :  
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YES: Delegates Vincent Calvo, David Cing, Alonzo Iyisomar, Davig Igitol, 
Esteven Xing, Jesus Mafnas, Aniceto PIundo, Karl Reyes, Joaquin 
Tenorio, Ramon Villagomez, Ignacio Villanueva, Herman T. Guerrero, 
and Rita Inos. (13 votes) 

NO: Delegates Lorenzo DL. Guerrero, ~~nus'to Kaipat, ~elicidad Ogumoro, 
Francisco Tomokane and William Tokres. ti5 votes) . . . .  

ABSTAIN: Delegates Luis Lines, Paul Manglona, James hendiola and William 
..... Nabors. (4 votes) %. .. -& . . 

.... 
' i: ..;,.$I , 

r .-- 
ABSENT: Delegates Juan ~izama and Maria p$Agelinan. 

And the motion was carried. 

Secretary Nabors: Mr. President, I have 13 affirmative votes, five negative 
votes, four abstentions, and two absences. I 
President H. Guerrero: Committee ~Aommendation No. 19 passed. It's. adopted 
by 17 votes. Delegate Nabors, can you read the next one, 58?  I believe 

Delegate Mafnas: Yes. Just read the original recommendation. The one'that 
was handed out should be treated as the floor amendment because Section 4 was 
not included in the original committee recommendation. ' ,  

Secretary Nabors: So which one should be read? 

before we go on that committee recoinmendation when passed by the committee . . .  of..'... 
the Whole, apparently, Section 4 was missing from it and I rather have the 
Vice Chairman explain what happened. 

Delegate Mafnas: The one in the file, not the one that was handed out. 1. ., 

. .  

Secretary Nabors read Committee Recommendation No. 58 in its entirety, as 
follows: 

"COPUYITTEE RECOMMENDATION NO. 58 I '. 
"To amend Sections 2, 3, and 4 of Article IV of the Northern Marianas Consti- 
tution relating to the Judicial Branch. 

"BE IT ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: 

I .  Effective upon ratification, Sections 2, 3, and 4 of Article IV is 
amended to read: 

"Upon ratification pursuant to Section 5 of Article XVIII of the Commonwealth 
of the Northern Mariana Islands Constitution and Public Law No. 4-30, the 
Constitution of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands is amended 
as fol-lows: 

"'Section 2. Commonwealth ~ria'l Court. ,The Commonwealth trial court ! ( 
shall have original jurisdiction in all cases in equity and in all cases at 1 ,  

' 

law which involve land in the Commonwealth, and in all other civil actions. 
The court shall also have original jurisdiction in all criminal actions. At 
least one full-time judge shall be assigned to civil and criminal actions 
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f i l e d  i n  Rota ar,d T i n i a n .  The 1 e g i s l a t ; g r e '  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  number o f  
T 

j u d g e s .  < .< 

.- . 
" ' S e c t i o n  3 .  Commonwealth Appeals  C o u r t .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  may e s t a b l i s h  

a  Com-nonb;ealth a p p e a l s  c o u r t  t o  h e a r  t h o s e  a p p e a l s  from judgments  and  o r d e r s  .. < .  - 
o f  t h e  Cornonweal th  t r l a l  c o u r t . ' - "  . 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  - ~ a f n a s ?  

~ e l e ~ ? . t e  Mafnas: Thank you,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  S e c t i o n  4 s h o u l d  have been 
1 i n c l u d e d  on t h e  r e a d i n g  of  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ' s  recommendat ion,  Committee Recornmen 

I .  d a t i o n  No. 58. M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  handou t  on Committee Recommendation No. 5 8  
now i n c l u d e s  S e c t i o n  4 and I wounld l i k e  t o  t r e a t  t h i s  a s  a  f l o o r  a m e n d m e n t - .  
w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  s e n t e n c e  s t a r t i n g  f rom l i n e  16  t h r o u g h  18 :  , " ~ h ' e  '.": 

i 
. . 

t e r m  o f  t h e  o f f i c e  s h a l l  be .as  p r o v i d e d  by l aw,  e x c e p t  t h a t  no judge .shai-l" 
s e r v e  h i s  o f f i c e  f o r  more t h a n  s i x  y e a r s . "  I would l i k e  t o  have  t h a t  s e n t e n k :  
be  s t r i c k e n  o u t  s o  t h a t  I c a n  make t h e  mot ion .  I s o  move t o  a d o p t  C o r m i t t e e  I Recommendation No. 5 8 .  

D e l e g a t e  Nabors seconded t h e  mot ion .  
I I D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  W i l l  you k i n d l y  t h e n  s t r i k e  o u t  t h e  s e n t e n c e  b e g i n n i n g  f rom 
1 l i n e  1 6  on?  

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas,  i f  you s t r i k e  t h a t  o u t ,  i t  i s  t h e  . 

1 same t h i n g  a s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  v e r s i o n .  So t h e r e ' s  no p o i n t  i n  p u t t i n g  i t  i n .  5 -  
i s  t h e  same l a n g u a g e  a s  t h e  c u r r e n t  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  s o  t h e r e  i s  no p o i n t  o f  p u t -  / t i n g  it i n .  

D e l e q a t e  Mafnas:  No, it i s n ' t .  T h i s  i s  a  new l a n g u a g e .  The t e r m  o f  o f f i c e  
, s h a l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  by law,  e x c e p t  t h a t  no judge  s h a l l  s e r v e  h i s  o f f i c e  f o r  morc 
1 t h a n  s i x  y e a r s .  
i 
1 P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  A r e  you p u t t i n g  t h a t  i n ?  

/ D e l e q a t e  Mafnas:  No, I ' m  s t r i k i n g  t h a t  o u t .  

p r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Which one  a r e  you s t r i k i n g ?  I s  i t  t h e  e n t i r e  s en tence  
My q u e s t i o n  i s ,  i f  you s t r i k e  o u t  t h e  e n t i r e  s e n t e n c e ,  w e  a r e  back  t o  t h e  samt 
v e r s i o n .  

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  Y e s .  T h e r e  i s  an  amendment on t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  
t h e  30 i s  changed  t o  35 y e a r s .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Oh, e x c u s e  m e .  

D e l e q a t e  Mafnas:  So i f  t h e  members have a l r e a d y  s t r i c k e n  o u t  t h e  s e n t e n c e  
b e g i n n i n g  on l i n e  1 6 ,  I move t o  a d o p t  t h e  commit tee  s u b s t i t u t e  o r  f l o o r  amend. 
ment .  

D e l e g a t e  Mendio la  seconded t h e  mot ion .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r o :  I t  h a s  been  moved and seconded t o  amend Committee 
Recommendation No. 58 by D e l e g a t e  Mafnas.  D i s c u s s i o n s ?  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas? 

... I --___ .__-_- .......... -......-.--. I...... -.-I.-.--._._- - _ .  -- 

-754- 



2m C C N S T I ~ T T O : ~ .  Cc!:V?2i?1G:i o f  r k e  
!iORTfiE?>I :liWLpIX I S u ; T ] S  7.  i::,::~ ::.I !,A!: r ! d ~ h  .rl ' : J L ; . I c  r !  :!>a b l u a  i z ~ . ~ o r o  u ( t ! i ~ t  

: 3 r 4 : n ~ .  . :;e -,:zbcrr 111:u:i L n  ctnz.ccd I n  JOI .: :n:::r. 

r - 

I 

i 2;ID CGY CC:! JCL'R?l l ' \ i  -- 3 4 t h  921' 
J u l y  2 1 ,  1985  

I D e l e g a t e  Mafnas :  Y e s ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  T h i s  was d i s c u s s e d  i n  l e n q t h  d u r i n g  t h  

I F i r s t  R e a d i n g .  S e c t . i c n s  2 and  3  a r e  a q e n d d  j u s t  t o  u p d a t e  t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t u a  
t i o n ,  c l e a n  up  t h e  l a n g u a g e  i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  S e c t i o n  4 ,  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  
amendment h e r e  i s  c h a n g i n g  t h e  a g e  o f  j u d g e  f r c m . 3 0  t o  35 .  T h l s  was c o n s i d e r  
by  t h e  c o m i i i t t e e  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  by  t h c  P r e s i d e n t  o f  the F i r s t  

I 
N o r t h e r n  M a r i a n a s  C~nstitutional~Conventi~n, D e l e g a t s  G u e r r e r o .  

' i * 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r c :  Thank you .  Any o t h 2 r  d i s c u s s i o n s ?  I f  n o n e ,  g o i n g  
o n c e ,  g o i n g  t w i c e ;  S e c r e t a r y  N a b q r s ,  c a n  you t a k e  t h e  r o l l  c a l l ?  ' 

T .  

D e l e g a t e  Mend' iola:  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ?  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Y e s .  

D e l e g a t e  M e n d i o l a :  I t h i i i k  w e  a y e  o n l y  d i s c u s s i n g  D e l e g a t e  Plafna;' a rn~ndmen t  I 
P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Excuse  m e ,  t h a t ' s  t r u e .  I -  * 

T h e r e  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e  m o t i o n  t o  a d o p t  t h e  amendmsnt . i o f f e r e d  by D e l e g a t e  H a f n a s  was c a r r i e d  by v o i c e  v o t e .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  W e  a r e  b a c k  t o  t h e  main  m o t i o n .  D e l e g a t e  M e n d i o l a ?  

D e l e g a t e  M e n d i o l a :  Thank y o u ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  I g o t  a n  amendment t h a t  h a s  
b e e n  p a s s e d  o u t .  On l i n e s  7 a n d  8 ,  d e l e t e  " j u d g e "  a n d  " c i v i l  a n d  c r i m i n a l  
a c t i o n s  f i l e d  i n "  a n d  i n s e r t  " p u b l i c  d e f e n d e r " .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o : .  D e l e g a t e  M e n d i o l a ,  c a n  you r e s t a t e  y o u r  m o t i o n ?  

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas :  Is  t h a t  a m o t i o n ?  

D e l e g a t e  M e n d i o l a :  Y e s .  I move t o  amend Commit tee  Recommendation No. 58 .  On 
l i n e s  7 a n d  8 ,  d e l e t e  " j u d g e "  a n d  " c i v i l  a n d  c r i m i n a l  a c t i o n s  f i l e d  i n "  a n d  
i n s e r t  " p u b l i c  d e f e n d e r " .  

D e l e g a t e  Nabo r s  s e c o n d e d  t h e  m o t i o n .  

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I t h i n k  t h e  p r o p o s e d  amendment d o e s  n o t  be -  
l o n g  i n  t h e  j u d i c i a l  b r a n c h .  T h i s  i s  A r t i c l e  X V I I I ,  t h e  t h i r d  b r a n c h  o f  o u r  
g o v e r n m e n t  and  t h e  P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r ' s  O f f i c e  d o e s  n o t  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  t h i r d  
b r a n c h  o f  o u r  gove rnmen t .  So I would l i k e  t o  r e s p e c t f u l l y  a s k  t h e  mover t o  
w i t h d r a w  h i s  m o t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  v o t e  it down. 

D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o m e z :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I a m  i n  f a v o r  o f  h a v i n g  a P u b l i c  De fende  
i n  T i n i a n  a n d  R o t a .  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  many t i m e s  t h e  P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r  would  gc 
t h e r e  t h e  d a y  o f  t h e  t r i a l  a n d  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  t i m e  t o  p r e p a r e  and  p r e s e n t  t h e  
case. And I w i s h  t h a t  we c a n  d o  s o m e t h i n g  i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  b u t  I h a v e  t o ' a g r :  
w i t h  D ' e l ega t e  Mafnas  t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  p l a c e  t o  d o  it. I f  I w e r e  t h e  C h i e  
P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r  r i g h t  now, I ' d  s e n d  somebody t o  T i n i a n ,  o r  d o  s o m e t h i n g ,  a s k  
f o r  b u d g e t  o r  s o m e t h i n g .  I t h i n k  t h e  p r o p e r  p l a c e  t o  a d d r e s s  t h a t  i s  i n  t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e ,  b u t  n o t  h e r e .  

D e l e g a t e  M e n d i o l a :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I j u s t  f i n i s h e d  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  AG a n d  h e  
m e n t i o n e d  l i k e  w h a t  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas  h a s  s a i d  t h a t  it i s  n o t .  I t  d o e s  n o t  
b e l o n g  h e r e .  So I w i t h d r a w  t h e  m o t i o n .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Thank you .  



Deleqate Mafnss: I mox:e for the previous question. 

Delegate Nabors seconded the notion. - 
4- * 

5 > 

President H. Guerrero: We are voting now on Committee Reconur,end~tl~n Yo. 53, 
as amended. Secretary Nabors, can you take the roll czll? 

Secretary Nabors called the.~.,roll, a.~d .the motion to adcpt Co~mittee 
Recommendation No. 55, as amended, on second afid Final Reading was carried 5 y  
a roll call vote of 21 affirmative votes. Delegate Paul Slanglona s,bstair,ed. 
Delegates Juan Lizama and Maria Pangelinan were absent. 

I 

Secretary Nabors: Mr. President, I have 21 affirgative votes, one absksntion 
no necjative note, and two absences. 

President H. Guerrero: Committee Recommendation No. 58 passed by 22 votes:..- 
The Committee Recommendation No. 40 for recol?sideration, will the mover of. 
this,, please, explain your rationale for this? 

Delegate Ogurnoro: At this time, Mr. President, I wculd l i ~ e  to move that I-ie 1 wiihrraw from the calendar Committee Recommenclarion No. 40. 
I 1 President H. Guerrero: Committee Recommendation No., 40 is withdrawn for 
1 consideration. We'll move on to the next one, Acquigition. Yes? 

Delegate Ogumoro: I have already discussed my concern with both the Chair- 
person and Vice Chairperson of the Committee on Local Government and I am . 
satisfied. They have assured me that our people will be protected in light o: 
the provision and that this proposal is consistent with our land alienation ' 
provision and that our people are going to be protected. So therefore, I movc 
that that be withdrawn. 

' Delegate Torres: If Delegate Ogumoro consents, I'd like for that to be ! 
1 considered in light of the adoption of Committee Recommendation No. 19. Coulc 

that be reconsidered? 

Delegate Ogumoro: What was the Committee Recommendation No. 19? I'm sorry. 

Delegate ~orres: The Committee Recorninendation No. 19 for practical purposes 
killed the land alienation provision. So, if we reconsider this, I would like 
to move that we strike out Section 5 of the Constitution because we don't neec 
it. We needed it originally with the proposed amendment by the Committee on 
Local Government. But since we killed the land alienation already, for all 
practical.purposes, we don't need it because only persons of Northern Maria~a: 
descent will be eligible to own land to begin with. So, either we make it on€ 
hundred or make it zero, the fact remains that land will remain with persons 
of Northern Marianas descent. 

Delegate Ogumoro: I'm sorry, I probably have misunderstood the request made 1 by Delegate Torres. If that's the concern, I would like to bring it out for 
discussion. And if we feel that we have to kill that, let's kili it. If we 
feel that we have to maintain it, let's maintain. But for discussion purpose: 
I will then reconsider my motion to withdraw it from the calendar. Thank you. 

Delegate Villagomez: Information. I have a question regarding procedure. Ha: 
Committee Recommendation 40 been passed on Second Reading previously? 
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I President H. Gucrraro: It has. 

Delegate Villagonez: And this is only a request for reconsideraticn by 
Delegate Ogumoro? 

I President H. Guerrero: She madeha motlo$? two days ago, I believe, acccrding I to our Rules. 
I 
I Delegate Villagomez: I see. I have no objection to it being witildrawn and 
1 taken off the calendar then. I thought that it hzdn't been passed on Second 

/ Reading. And so I have no objection to it being taken off the calendar. 

Delegate Ogurnoro: Thank you for not objection for lt to be withdrawn but to 
take into consideration the concerr,s of Delesate Torres. I would' like that 
it be maintained so that we can discuss it and the delegates dispose of this: 
measure in light of the action .that we tcok on Cornittee Recomendatio.n Nd.:"l 

President H. Guerrero: We need to vote on it before we go on with the dis--. 
cussion. 

The motion to recall Committee Recommendation No. 40 for consideration 
by the Convention was defeated by a raising of hands,vote of 10 against and. 
7 for the motion. 

i 
President H. Guerrero: The motion is defeated; it cannot be reconsidered. 

I Would the mover of Committee Recommendation No. 20 for reconsideration please 
give your rationale for calling this up before we vote? Nobody moved for thi 

/ Delegate Ogurnoro: I think the mover is absent. 

President H. Guerrero: Who was the mover? 

1 Delegate Ogumoro: Either Delegate Lizama, or is it Delegate.. . ?  
'I 

Delegate Mafnas: It was Delegate Lizama. So on behalf of my chairman, I mov I to withdraw it. 

(Laughter) 

president H. Guerrero: I think he is not moving as the chairman of your 
committee. In view of his absence, I would just call for a vote. 

The motion to recall Committee Recormendation No. 20 for reconsideration 
was defeated by a raising of hands vote of 14 against and none for the motion 

President H. Guerrero: We are now with Committee Recommendation No. 21. ' Mr. 
Secret-ary, can you please read what's on 21? 

Secretary Nabors read Committee Recommendation No. 21 in its entirety, a 
follows: 

I "COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION NO. 21 

I "A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

"To amend the Constitution to add a new section in Article I to make abortion 
illegal in the Northern Mariana Islands. 

I ______ ____-... . -. __._ _ . _ _ , _ I _ _  .-----.-,---..A - I.. - A  .I 
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"BE IT ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTIO>j: 
.i!. , - . .> 

. . 
"Upon ratification pursuant to Section 5 of Article XVIII of the Con~onwealth 
of the Northern Mariana Islands Constitution and 'Public Law No. 4-30, the 
Constitution of the Corgnonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands is amended as .. 
follows : s -. __Y .*, ' : . I "~f'fective upoil ratification, Section 11 will be added under Article I to 

i read: 
I 

." . 

I . "'Section 11: Abortion. The abortion of the unborn child during the 

I mother's przgnancy is prohibited in the Commonwealth of the Northern blariana 

/ Islands, except as provided by law.'" . I 
I 
i I 'President H. Guerrero: Is there, a motion to adopt this first? 

I 
I Delegate Mafnas: Mr. President, I move to adopt Committee Reccmrnendation 51'. 
I 
I 
! Delegate Nabors seconded the motion. 

/ President H. Guerrero: It has been moved and secondeq to adopt Committee 
I Recommendation No. 21. Discusions? Delegate Mafnas? 

I Delegate Mafnas: Yes, I move to file it. 

I Delegate Igitol seconded the motion. 
I / Delegate Nabors: Mr. President, there should be some opportunity for discus- I I 
: sions on this important issue. And I am having distributed an amendment in i 

I the nature of substitution to the recommendation. 
I ! Delegate Mafnas: I withdraw my motion then. I . I 

t I 
I 

i Delegate Nabors: Thank you. I somove for adoption of the amendment that is 
currently being passed. 

I Delegate Mendiola seconded the motion. 

president H. Guerrero: It has been moved and seconded to amend Committee 
Recommendation No. 21. Discussions? Delegate Mendiola? 

Delegate Mendiola: Thank you, Mr. President. Just a question to the mover 
of this motion. What happen if the woman rapes a man? 

I Delegate Nabors: She gets what she deserves. 

I (Laughter) I 
I President H. Guerrero: Delegate Mafnas? 

Delegate Mafnas: Mr. President, I oppose the floor amendment and I share the 
concern of Delegate Pangelinan prohibiting abortion in any public medical 
facility when she echoed her concern. I'm saying that I still share that 
concern. This is a very complex issue and I am not going to vote for any on 
abortion issue in this Convention, either be it allowed or not allowed in any 
public medical facility. I would like to see that this particular subject be i 
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I g i v e n  an e x t e n s i v e  r ev iew by t h e  L e c j i s l a t ~ r e .  So I oppose  t h i s  amendment an(  
any o t h e r  amendment o r  p r o p o s a l  r e l a t l i j e  t o  a b o r t i o n .  Thank you.  

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  T e n o r i o ?  
..... 

D e l e g a t e  T e n o r i o :  Thank you,  ~ r ;  ~ r e s i a ~ n t .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  I t h i n k  w e  d i s -  
cusseci t h i s  f l o o r  amendment a l r e a d y  a n d ' 1  t h o u g h t  i t  was d e f e a t e 2 .  But i f  I '  
wrong, I wi thd raw my s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  amendment. 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  - G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  V i l l a n u e v a ?  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l a n u e v a :  I move t o  end  d e b a t e .  

1 .  . . .  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas seconded ,  and  t h e  mot ion  was c a r r i e d  by v o i c e  v o t e .  . 

I .  P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  We a r e  . b a c k  t o  t h e  main mot ion .  D e l e g a t e  ~ a f n a s ? ' '  -' 

I D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  M r .  P r e s i d z n t ,  I move t c  f i l e  Committee Recommendation 2.1.. 
I 

i D e l e g a t e  Nabors:  No; w e  have  t o  v o t e  on t h e  mot ion  t o  a d o p t  t h e  amendment.. 

1 D e l e g a t e  I g i t o l :  I t h o u g h t  w e  v o t e d  on it a l r e a d y .  ' ,  

I i D e l e g a t e  Nabors:  No, we a r e  j u s t  e n d i n g  d e b a t e .  

1 D e l e g a t e  ~ a f n a s :  I ' m  s o r r y .  

The mot ion  t o  a d o p t  t h e  amendment o f f e r e d  by D e l e g a t e  Nabors t o  commit tk  
Recommendation No. 21 was d e f e a t e d  by v o i c e  v o t e .  

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas? 

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I move t o  f i l e  Committee Recorninendation No. 
21.  

1 

I D e l e g a t e  I g i t o l  seconded t h e  mot ion .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  I t  h a s  been moved and  seconded t o  f i l e  Committee 
Recommendation No. 21. D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t ?  

.. 

D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  Thank you,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  I t h i n k  f i l i n g  t h i s  by t h e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convent ion  would be  t h e  g r e a t e s t  m i s t a k e  we made i n  t h i s  Con- 
v e n t i o n .  T h i s  i s  t h e  most  u r g e n t  and  i m p o r t a n t ,  v i t a l  i s s u e  t h a t  s h o u l d  b e  
d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h i s  Convent ion .  We a r e  now p l a n n i n g  t o  t a k e  t h i s  back t o  t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e .  I t  h a s  been p a s t  s e v e n  y e a r s  now. The t h i n g s  t h a t  happened f o r  
t h e  p a s t  s even  y e a r s  -- I s a i d  s e v e n  y e a r s  b e c a u s e  s e v e n  y e a r s  a g o ,  o u r  . 

C o n s t i - t u t i o n a l  came i n t o  e x i s t e n c e  and t h a t  p r i o r  t o  t h a t  w e  w e r e  c o v e r e d  by 
t h e  T r u s t  T e r r i t o r y  Codes.  W e  have some p r o v i s i o n s  i n  t h e  TT Code a b o u t  t h e  
a b o r t i o n .  S i n c e  t h e n ,  f o r  t h e  p a s t  s e v e n  y e a r s ,  many t h i n g s  have  d e v e l o p e d  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h i s .  Being a  d o c t o r ,  I ' m  q u i t e  c o n c e r n e d  and  I t h i n k  most  o f  you 
have  s e e n  s i g n a t u r e s  from a  g r o u p  o f  d o c t o r s  and  a l s o  from t h e  C a t h o l i c  and  
P r o t e s t a n t  s e r v i c e s  on t h e  i s l a n d .  And I t h i n k  i f  w e  f i l e  t h i s ,  t h i s  w i l l  b e  
t h e  g r e a t e s  m i s t a k e  w e  made i n  t h i s  Conven t ion .  Thank you.  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  L e t  me c a l l  on D e l e g a t e  King f i r s t .  

I D e l e g a t e  King: Thank you,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  I am v e r y  s u r p r i s e d  when w e  a r e  
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g o i n g  t o  f i l e  t h i s  becnuse  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d c c t o r s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  
l e a d e r s  h e r e  on ~ a i v a n  a d d r e s s e d  t h e i r - - c o n c e r n ,  t h a t  t h e y  % a n t  u s  t o  d o  some- 
t h i n g  t o  c o n t r o l  a b o r t i o n  h e r e  i n  t h e  Nor thern '  Mar i anas .  They a r e  a s k i n g  u s  
t o  h e l p  them b e c a u s e  i t  i s  becoming t o  be  u n c o n t r o l l a b l e  h e r e  i n  t h e   norther^ 
PIar ianas .  We have  p e o p l e  from Guam coming i n  and t h e y  a r e  e a r n i ~ g  m n e y  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  k i n d  o f  i r m o r a l  p r a c t i c q ~  .I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i f  t h i s  Conven t ion  
d o e s  n o t  do a n y t h i n g  t o  p r e v e n t  d b o r t i ~ n  i n  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar i anas  t h a t  we a r e  
u r g i n g  o u r  women t o  k i l l '  t h e i r  b a b i e s  b e f o r e  g i v i n g  b i r t h  because  . they  w i l l  
n o t  be  c h a r g e d  a s  c r i m i n a l s .  I t - s e e m s  t h a t  w e  a r e  t e l l i n g  t h e x  t h a t  i f  you 
k i l l  your  baby,  you w i l l  n o t  b e  c h a r g e d  c r i m i ~ a l .  So I i.~oulcl l i k e  t h e  d e l e -  
gat .es  t o  be  s e r i o u s  under  t h i s  b e c a u s e  t h i s  i s  a  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e .  And 
we s h o u l d  t r y  t o  g i v e  t h o s e  unborn  b a b i e s  t h e  g i f t  o f  l i f e .  God i s  t h e  o n l y  
p e r s o n  t h a t  can  t a k e  l i f e  o u t  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  n o t  a  s i p q l e  p e r s o n .  But  w e  a r e  
g i v i n g  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t h e  f l e x i b i l i t y  t o  come up and  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  good t y p e  
o f  a b o r t i o n  t h a t  w e  can  c o n t r o l - a n d  g i v e  t h e  d o c t o r s ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  doc to r . s ' . i b  
re21 r e a s o n s  why t h e y  a r e  g o i n g  t o  pe r fo rm a b o r t i o n .  Wi thou t  s u c h  c ~ n t r ~ l . , . ' . : -  
we a e  g o i n g  t o  end  up w i t h  l o t s ' o f  A b o r t i o n s  i n  o u r  p l a c e  knowing w i t h o u t  a'ny 
r e a s b n s  why t h e y  pe r fo rm s u c h  a b o r t i o n .  I r e p e a t  a g a i n ,  I am g o i n g  t o  unde r -  
l i n e  t h a t  t h a t  w e  s h o c l d  n o t  t r y  t o  e n c o u r a g e  o u r  women t o  pe r fo rm o r  t o  k i l l  
t h e i r  b a b i e s  b e f o r e  b i t h  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  b e  c h a r g e d  c r i m i n a l  b e c a u s e  i f  
you do it a f t e r  b i r t h  you a r e  g o i n g  t o  be c h a r g e d  c r i m i n a l .  So d o n ' t  t r y  to. 
l e a v e  t h e  l o o p h o l e s  t o  t h o s e  women t h a t  want t o  g e t  . r i d  o f  t h e i r  b a b i e s .  Than 
you.  

D e l e g a t e  Nabors:  P o i n t  o f  c l a r i f i c a t i o n .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  Guerrero: .  Wha t ' s  y o u r  p o i n t ?  I 
D e l e g a t e  Nabors:  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I have been a s k e d  whe the r  a  s e c r e t  b a l l o t  i s  
p e r m i s s i b l e .  

I D e l e g a t e  King: No. 
I 

P r e s i d e n t  H.  G u e r r e r o :  T h a t  w i l l  be d e t e r m i n e d  by t h e  Conven t ion .  A l l  it . 

I r e q u i r e s  i s ,  s i n c e  we a r e  n o t  v o t i n g  by r o l l  c a l l  on t h i s  mo t ion  t o  f i l e  i t ,  
i t ' s ,  I b e l i e v e ,  p e r m i s s i b l e .  

I 
D e l e g a t e  Nabor's: I would l i k e  t o  a s k  what i s  t h e  w i s h e s  o f  t h e  Conven t ion .  

D e l e g a t e  King:  Open. 

D e l e g a t e  DL. G u e r r e r o :  I s t a n d  t o  c h a l l e n g e  t h a t  b e c a u s e  w e  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  
v o t e  by r o l l  c a l l  on Second and  F i n a l  Reading .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Not on t h e  mot ion  f o r  f i l i n g .  W e  have  n o t  u sed  r o l l  
c a l l  f o r  f i l i n g .  I t ' s  j u s t  a  s i m p l e  m a j o r i t y .  

D e l e g a t e  King: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  l e t ' s  j u s t  v o t e  on it .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  I need  t o  r e c o g n i z e  c e r t a i n  p e o p l e  f i r s t .  D e l e g a t e  
Mafnas? 

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  Y e s .  The r e a s o n  why I want i t  f i l e d  i s  b e c a u s e  t h e  cornmit- 
t e e ' s  recommendat ion i s  p r o h i b i t i n g  a b o r t i o n  e x c e p t  a s  p r o v i d e d  by law.  I am 
n o t  r e a d y  t o  p r o h i b i t  a b o r t i o n  o r  t o  a l l o w  i t  o r  n o t  t o  p r o h i b i t  i t .  I am no: 
r e a d y  t o  v o t e  on Committee Recommendation No. 21. The i s s u e  i s  v e r y  complex.  
Even t h e  c o u r t ,  many o f  t h e  c o u r t s  have n o t  d e c i d e d  on many q u e s t i o n s  r e l a t i v c  
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t o  a b o r t i o n .  M r .  President, I s h a r e  t h e  c o n c e r n s  t h a t  many v i s i t o r s  f rom 
Guam a r e  coming and  p e r h a p s  women f rcm h e r e  g o i n g  t o  Guam, b u t  however ,  I j u s  
c a n n o t  s a y  o r  c a s t  my v o t e  t o  p r o h i b i t L i t  o r  n o t  t o  p r o h i b i t  i t .  W e  s i m p l y  
d o n ' t  have  t h e  t i m e  t o  r e v i e w  a l l  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  i n v o l v e d .  I l i s t e n e d  d u r i n g  
t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  t o  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  made by B i shop  Camacho and  some o f  t h e  
w i t n e s s e s .  I was c o n f u s e d  a f t e r  t h a t  h e a r i n g  and  I am a f r a i d  t o  s a y  " y e s "  o r  
"no"  b e c a u s e  I d o n ' t  have  a l l  t h e  i n f o r m a g i o n  t h a t  I n e e d .  So I u r g e  my 
c o l l e a g u e s  t o  v o t e  i n  f a v o r  o f  th'k moti,6h t o  f i l e  Comi i i t t ee  Recommendation 21  

1 P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  L e t  m e c d l l  on D e l e g a t e  G u e r r e r o  f i r s t .  

D e l e g a t e  DL. G u e r r e r o :  Thank you ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  I ,  f o r  o n e ,  a s  I s t a t e d  
e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  F i r s t  R e a d i n g ,  am i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  c o n n i t t e e ' s  recommendat ion 
I am f u l l y  i n  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  made by D r .  K a i p a t  t h a t  it i s  abouy 
t i n e  f o r  u s  t o  have  t h i s  r e c o r n m a d a t i o n  f rom t h i s  C o n v e n t i o n .  I b e l i e v e  t h a . t  
9 9  p e r c e n t  o f  o u r  p o p u l a t i o n  on t h e  i s l a n d  t o d a y  a r e  a l l  r e l i g i o u s  pesp le . ;  ' -L 
a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  o u r  d o c t o r s  t h a t  n a d e  t h e  recoiiunendztion t o  t h i s  C o n y e n t i o i  
they .  t h e m s e l v e s  have  r e a c h e d  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  . 
i s s u e  t h a t  i t  s h o u l d  be a d d r e s s e d  by t h i s  Conven t ion .  I am n o t  w o r r i e d  a b o u t  

i t h o s e  g i r l s  o r  women t h a t  n e e d  t o  be  a b o r t e d .  They c a n  go some p l a c e  e l s e , '  
n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  S a i p a n .  I am n o t  w o r r i e d  a l s o  f o r  t h e  u s a g e  o f  p u b l i c  f a c i l i '  
s h o u l d  i t  r e q u i r e  t o  s a v e  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  unborn  c h i l d  o r  t o  s a v e  t h e  m o t h e r  - 
f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r .  I f  i t ' s  r e q u i r e d ,  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  d o c t o r s  t h e m s e l v e s  woulc 
have  t o  u s e  t h e i r  own b e s t  judgment b a s e d  on t h e i r  p f o f e s s i o n a l i s m  w h e t h e r  it 

! i s  r e a l l y  r e q u i r e d  o r  n o t  r e q u i r e d .  So I am n o t  h e s i t a n t  t o  p r e s e n t  t h i s  be-  
f o r e  t h e  v o t e r s  and  l e t  t h e  p e o p l e  come up  w i t h  t h e i r  own judgment  and  l e t  thc 
p e o p l e  come up  w i t h  t h e i r  own i n t e l l i g e n t  d e c i s i o n  w h e t h e r  t h e y  w i l l  s u p p o r t  
t h i s  commi t t ee  recommendat ion t o  p r o h i b i t  t h e  a b o r t i o n  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  C N M I .  
Thank you. 

/ P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  V i l l a n u e v a ?  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l a n u e v a :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I ' i n  i n  f a v o r  o f  f i l i n g  t h i s  b e c a u s e  when 
I r e a d  t h i s  p r o p o s e d  recommendat ion ,  w e  a r e  s a y i n g  t h a t  a b o r t i o n  o f  a n  unborn  
c h i l d  d u r i n g  t h e  m o t h e r ' s  p r egnancy  i s  p r o h i b i t e d  a s  p r o v i d e d  by law.  W h o  i s  
g o i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  law?  The L e g i s l a t u r e .  So i f  w e  g i v e  t h i s  t o  t h e  L e g i s -  
l a t u r e ,  t h e y  c a n  p r o v i d e  wha t  D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t  i s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t o  deny  
a b o r t i o n  on  demand. And I have  a  c o n c e r n  w i t h  t h i s  unborn  c h i l d .  I t h o u g h t  
t h a t  some th ing  i n  t h e  s tomach  o f  t h e  mother  i s  n o t  a  c h i l d  u n t i l  i t ' s  b o r n .  
And I 'want  t o  a s k  a t  l e a s t  D r .  K a i p a t  i f  h e  c a n  e x p l a i n  t h i s  t o  t h e  Conven t io :  
b e c a u s e  I am a  l i t t l e  b i t  c o n f u s e d .  Thank you.  

D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  Thank you v e r y  much, M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  B e i n g  a  d o c t o r  a t  t h i s  
s t a g e  -where I see t h e  c r i t i c a l  a c t i o n  o f  t h i s  Conven t ion  o v e r  t h e  a b o r t i o n ,  I 
would l i k e  t o  t a l k  now. I would l i k e  t o  u s e  a  v e r y  s i m p l e  E n g l i s h  i n  e x p l a i n -  
i n g  t h i s .  F i r s t ,  D e l e g a t e  V i l l a n u e v a  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  a  baby i n  a  s tomach  -- 
baby h a s  n e v e r  been  i n  t h e  s tomch;  t h e y  a r e  i n  t h e  u t e r u s .  Stomach i s  o n l y  
f o r  t h e  f o o d  and u t e r u s  i s  where  t h e  baby  i s .  So t h e  baby  n e v e r  go i n t o  t h e  
s tomach .  Only when you swa l low f i s h  o r  r i ce  t h e y  go  i n t o  t h e  s tomach  b u t  
u t e r u s  i s  where  t h e  baby i s .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  a r e  q u i t e  i g n o r a n c e  among u s  abou-  
t h e  m e d i c a l  t h i n g .  I would l i k e  t o  e x p l a i n  i n  a  v e r y  s i m p l e  l a n g u a g e .  Abor- 
t i o n ,  u s u a l l y  i n  t h e  m e d i c a l  t e r m i n o l o g y ,  i s  u s e d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  a t  l e a s t  t h r e (  
months  o f  p r egnancy  b e c a u s e  f i r s t  t h e  t r imes te r ,  f i r s t  t h r e e  months .  Second  
t r imes te r  o r  t h e  t h r e e ,  f o u r ,  f i v e ,  we c a l l  it a  m i s c a r r i a g e  a n d  when it come. 
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t o  s e v e n  t o  n i n a  mon ths ,  t h e  l a s t  t r i m e s t e r ,  w e  c a l l  i t  a p r e m a t u r e  1aBor  o r  
d e l i v e r y .  Okay, a b o r t i o n  w i l l  c o v e r  f r om f i r s t  t h r e e  months  t o  n i n e  n o n t h s  o  
p r e g n a n c y .  And t h o s e  p e o p l e  t h a t  a r e  p l a n n i n g . t o  v o t e  f o r  f i l i n g  o r  t o  remov. 
t h i s  p r o p o s a l  f r om t h e  f l o o r  a g r e e  w i t h  m u r d e r i n g  o r  k i l l i n g  b a b i e s .  A b o r t i o  
means k i l l i n g ,  k i l l i n g  human b e i n g ,  w h e t h e r  i t ' s  o n e  month o r  n i n e  mon ths ,  t h ;  
same t h i n g .  The p r o c e d u r e  o f  a b o r t i o n  t;h.at w e  d o ,  o r  d o c t o r  o r  t h e  c o r p a n  
d o ,  o r  a  n o n d o c t c r  o r  a  w i t c h - d o c t o r  d o . d ? o n g  t h e  i s l a n d s  o r  a n y w h e r e . .  .. 

I 
D e l s g a t e  Mafnas:  Q u e s t i o n .  

1 D e l e g a t e  ~ a i ~ a t :  Can I c o n t i n u e  p l e a s e ?  
I 
i D e l e g a t e  Mafnas :  N o ,  I w a n t  t o  q u e s t i o n  you!  M r .  P r e . s i d e n t ,  I want  t o  p o s e  1 a  q u e s t i o n  t o  D e l e q a t e  K a i p a t .  a 

. . .  1 .  P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Would you y i e l d ,  D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t ?  . . . . . . ' ! D e l e b a t e  - K a i p a t :  I ' d  l i k e  to c o n t i n u e  o n .  I would l i k e  t o  h a v e  t h e  q u e s t i o n :  
1 l a t e r .  
I 
I 1 D a l e g a t e  Mafnas :  Okay. 

D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  Because  I t h i n k  many o f  t h e s e  d e l e g a t e s  n e e d  some s i m p l e  ' 

e x p l a n a t i o n  a b o u t  a b o r t i o n .  Okay. I wou'ld l i k e  t o  r e p e a t  a g a i n .  A b o r t i o n  
means a p r o c e s s  o f  k i l l i n g  human b e i n g .  I t ' s  j u s t  a s  s i m p l e  a s  t h a t .  A b o r t i c  
i s  a  p r o c e s s  o f  k i l l i n g  b a b i e s .  Okay, i f  you  f i l e  i t ,  you l i k e  t o  f i l e  i t ,  o: 
yo u  l i k e  t o  go  a g a i n s t  t h i s  p r o p o s a l ,  v o t e  a g a i n s t  i t  t o  p r e v e n t  a b o r t i o n ,  
t h e n  you are  v e r y  happy  a b o u t  k i l l i n g  p e o p l e .  S e e ?  B e c a u s e  a b o r t i o n  means 
k i l l i n g  b a b i e s .  I t ' s  j u s t  l i k e  m u r d e r i n g  a n  a d u l t  o r  a s s a s s i n a t i n g  t h e  
G o v e r n o r .  S o ,  i f  you v o t e  a g a i n s t  t h i s  t h i n g  o r  you l i k e  t o  f i l e  i t ,  t h a t  
means  you  d e c l a r e  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  who a r e  l i s t e n i n g  a t  t h i s  moment t h a i  
y o u ,  M r .  Ma fnas ,  f o r  examp le ,  would l i k e  t o  k i l l  b a b i e s .  ( L a u g h t e r )  So I wou: 
l i k e  t o  c o n t i n u e  now. T h i s  i s  v e r y  s e r i o u s .  B e i n g  a d o c t o r  .... 
D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  p r i v i l e g e .  

P r e s i d e n t  H.  G u e r r e r o :  S t a t e  y o u r  p r i v i l e g e .  

Delegate: I d o n ' t  i n t e n d  t h a t  by f i l i n g  t h i s  i s  t o  k i l l .  May I a s k  
you  a q u e s t i o n ?  Have you e v e r  a b o r t ,  p e r f o r m  a b o r t i o n ?  

D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  Only  f e m a l e  a b o r t .  

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  Have you v e r  p e r f o r m e d  a b o r t i o n ?  

D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  On m e d i c a l  b a s i s ,  y e s .  

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  Then you h a v e  k i l l e d .  

D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  No, n o ,  t h a t ' s  a  m e d i c a l  i n d i c a t i o n .  I f  y o u r  w i f e  i s  
.... b l e e d i n g  t o  d e a t h  

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas :  I d o n ' t  c a r e  how you l o o k  a t  i t .  

D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  T h a t ' s  m e d i c a l  i n d i c a t i o n .  

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  The Ten Commandments, o n e  o f  t h e  Ten Commandments s a y s ,  t h o 1  
s h a l l  n o t  k i l l .  
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A c t i n g  F l o o r  Leader  Flendiola:  Order !  

D e l e g a t e  Ka ipa t :  I f  your  w i f e  comes i n  and s h e  i s  b l e e d i n g  t o  d e a t h  and t h e  
o n l y  t h i n g  t o  do i s  t o  a b o r t ;  i n  o t h e r  words ,  remove p a r t  o f  t h e  p l a c z n t a  
t h a t  i s  s t i l l  a t t a c h e d .  T h i s  i s  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  you d o n ' t  u n 2 e r s t a n d .  

I 

I D e l e g a t e  Hafnas:  The Ten Comnandments d o e s  n o t  s a y  t h a t .  I 
D e l e g a t e  Xaipa t ;  The Ten Commandments s a y s ,  s a v e  t h e  l i f e  of  human b e i n g s .  
When you w i f e  comes i n  w i t h  t h e  baby o u t  and  a  p i e c e  o f  t h e  p l a c e n t a  i s  s t i l l  
a t t a c h e d ,  s h e  would b l e e d  and b l e e d  and d i e .  The o n l y  way t o  s a v e  h e r  i s  t o  
go i n  and  do  d e l u t a t i o n  and c u r a t a g e  t o  remove t h a t  p a r t  o r  t n e  f r a c t i o n  of  
p l a c e n t a  t h a t  i$ s t i l l  a t t a c h e d  t o  s a v e  h e r  and t h e n  g i v e  h e r  sone  b logd  t o  
s a v e  h e r .  Tha t  i s  a med ica l  a b o r t i o n .  

/ ' D e l e g a t e  V i l l a n u e v a :  P o i n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

1 D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  T h a t ' s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  a b o r t i o n  on denand and. I m e d i c a l  a b o r t i o n .  Medica l  a b o r t i o n  i s  a  t r e a t m e n t  t o  s a v e  t h e - l i f e  o f  t h e  
mothe r .  A b o r t i o n  on demand means somebody j u s t  walked i n t o  your  o f f i c e  and I s a i d ,  t a k e  o f f .  t h e  baby.  S e e ?  T h a t ' s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e .  I ' m  conce rned  b e c a n s e .  

j you p e o p l e  p r o b a b l y  d o n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e s e  two. Abor- 
/ t i o n  on demand i s  a b o u t  9 0  p e r c e n t  o f  a b o r t i o n  t o d a y .  Medica l  a b o r t i o n  i s  
i a b a u t  10  p e r c e n t  a s  a l i f e - s a v i n g  f o r  t h e  mother .  A s  I ment ioned  e a r l i e r  t h a t  

I i f  your  w i f e  walks  i n t o  t h e  Out P a t i e n t  Department  and i s  b l e e d i n g  v a g i n a l l y  
and h e r  bl0.06 p r e s s u r e  i s  z e r o  o v e r  z e r o  and s h e  s a y s ,  I am b l a c k i n g  o u t ,  I . 
c a n n o t  f e e l  a n y t h i n g .  The o n l y  emergency t r e a t m e n t  i s  t o  go i n  and remove t h e  
p i e c e  o f  p l a c e n t a  t h a t  i s  c a u s i n g  t h e  b l e e d i n g ,  g i v e  h e r  b l o o d . a n d  s h e  w i l l  
s u r v i v e .  Now, i f  you s a i d ,  t h e  Ten Commandments s a y  s o  t h a t  you d o n ' t  remove 
t h a t  p l a c e n t a ,  s h e  w i l l  go o n l y  one  way. She w i l l  n o t  l i v e ;  s h e  w i l l  be d e a d .  
So t h a t ' s  why I s a i d  t h e  wording  i n  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  would b e  t o  p r e v e n t ,  t o  t a k e  
o f f ,  t o  do a b o r t i o n  f o r  m e d i c a l  pu rpose  o n l y .  I n  o t h e r  words,  when your  w i f e  
comes i n  b l e e d i n g  t o  d e a t h ,  b lood  p r e s s u r e  i s  z e r o  o v e r  z e r o ,  s h e ' s  i n  shock  
and  s h e  needs  b l o o d ,  s h e  h a s  hypocalcemia  and d o c t o r s  o n l y  know t h a t  h e r  
s u r v i v a l  would be removal  o f  t h e  f r agmen t  o f  p l a c e n t a  t h a t  i s  s t i l l  a t t a c h e d  
and  t o  g i v e  h e r  some b lood  t o  s u r v i v e .  T h i s  i s  a  m e d i c a l  a b o r t i o n .  I had 
been d o i n g  t h a t  f o r  y e a r s .  T h a t ' s  a  normal  t y p e  o f  a b o r t i o n .  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l a n u e v a :  P o i n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  I 
I ~ e l k g a t e  K a i p a t :  When we t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  a b o r t i o n  on demand, it means one 

young g i r l  j u s t  wa lks  i n t o  your  o f f i c e ,  t h r e e  months p r e g n a n t  and s a y s ,  d o c ,  
remove t h e  baby.  I t  t a k e s  o n l y  a b o u t  t e n  m i n u t e s  t o  remove t h a t .  I ' v e  n e v e r  
done t h a t  k i n d  o f  a b o r t i o n  i n  my l i f e .  And I w i l l  n e v e r  do it. So t h i s  i s  
t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  , gen t l emen .  

I D e l e g a t e  V i l l a n u e v a :  P o i n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t .  

- I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  S t a t e  your  p o i n t .  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l a n u e v a :  I a s k e d  D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t  t o  e x p l a i n  some of  t h e s e  t h i n g s  
because  I d o n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  them. And what he d i d  i s  a c c u s e d  us  o f  f a v o r i n g  

I t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  b a b i e s .  

I D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  T h a t ' s  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  it. I f  you f a v o r  a b o r t i o n ,  s e e .  ... 1 
D e l e g a t e  V i l l a n u e v a :  W e  a r e  n o t  f a v o r i n g  a b o r t i o n ;  w e  a r e  f i l i n g  t h i s  b e c a u s e  
w e  a r e  n o t  i n  f a v o r  o f  .... 

.. --- ........... ---.. . ..-.----..-- --,----- -. -. .- 
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D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  I t ' s  t h e  same t h i n g .  F i i i n g  means you t a k a  i t  off fr3n t h e  
t h i n g  t h a t  w e  a r e  s u p p o s e d  t o  do .  

D e l e q a t e  V i l l a n u e v a :  What I ' m  a s k i n g  i s  f o r  y o u r  g u i d a n c e  b e c s u s e  you a r e  a  
I 

d c c t o r  . 1 

D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  And t h a t ' s  e x a c t l y  wha t  I am d o i n g  h e r e .  You d o n ' t  l i s t e n .  
* 

D e l e g a t e  V i l l a n u e v a :  Bu t  you a r e  a c c u s i n g  u s  o f  k i l l i n g  b a b i e s .  

D e l e g a t e  K a i ~ a t :  No, I ' m  n o t  a c c u s i n g  anybody .  I ' m  j u s t  s a y i n g  t h e  d e f i n i -  
t i o n .  Whoever r e f u s e s  t o  h a v e  t h e  l a w  a g a i n s t  a b o r t i o n  means he  i s  v e r y  happy  
t o  see a  d e a d  b a b y ,  k i l l i n g  b a b i e s .  T h a t ' s  t h e  meaning  b e h i n d  t h i s  t h i n g .  I f  
you  want  t o  have  a l a w  a g a i n s t  k i l l i n g  b a b i e s ,  t h e n  you a r e  w i t h  e v e r y b o d y .  

, B u t  i f  you d o n ' t  w a n t s t o  have  t h i s  law w r i t t e n  down s o  t h e y  would riot p e r f o r 3  
t h i s  k i n d  o f  a b o r t i o n ,  t h e n  you a r e  a n t i - k i l l i n g  t h e  baby .  

I 

I D e l e q a t e  Kinq:  P o i n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  
j 
, P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  King?  ' D e l e g a t e  King:  A s  a r e a l  C a t h o l i c ,  I ' m  g o i n g  t o  s t a n d  b e f o r e  t h e .  C o n v e n t i o n  
j t o  d e f e n d  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  B i s h o p  Camacho. 

I I P r e s i d e n t  H.  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  V i l l a n u e v a ?  

1 D e l e g a t e  V i l l a n u e v a :  I b a n t e d  D r .  K a i p a t  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e s e  t h i n g s  so  you 

I know.. . . 
1 D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  I ' m  e x p l a i n i n g .  
I 

I D e l e g a t e  V i l l a n u e v a :  Bu t  I would l i k e  t o  r e q u e s t ,  p l e z s e ,  you know, t o  n o t  t o  ' 

I a c c u s e  b e c a u s e  you a r e  naming d e l e g a t e s  who a e  o p p o s i n g  t h i s  amendment. 
i I 
! P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t ,  c a n  you a t  l e a s t  r e f r a i n  f rom making  

o t h e r  j udgmen t?  I 
D e l e g a t e  V i l l a n u e v a :  W e  wan t  e x p l a n a t i o n .  I I D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  Now you know t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  a b o r t i o n ?  I 
D e l e g a t e  Mafnas :  I know, M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n .  Bu t  you s p e c i f i c a l l y  
s a i d  f o r  example  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas .  D o n ' t  you  know w h a t ' s  f i l i n g ?  I I D e l e q a t e  K a i p a t :  W e l l ,  you a r e  t h e  o n e  t h a t  i s  t r y i n g  t o  f i l e  t h i s .  1 

- I D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  So  w h a t ,  t h a t ' s  my p r i v i l e g e .  I 
D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  I f  you k e e p  t h i s  p a p e r  wh ich  i s  a v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  p i e c e  o f  I 

p a p e r .  So w h a t ?  What d o  you mean so wha t  -- w h a t ?  I 
I D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  I t ' s  my p r i v i l e g e  t o  move t o  f i l e  it. You c a n n o t  s t o p  m e .  

D e l e q a t e  K a i p a t :  So  I t h i n k  you a r e  wrong.  You are  v e r y  wrong ,  g e n t l e m a n .  
I ' m  j u s t  t e l l i n g  you t h a t  t h i s  i s  a v e r y  wrong move. 1 Deleg-a te  Kinq:  O r d e r !  

. ______  .- . . .. - . - . - - - . . - . - _ - - . -  --I- d - -- 
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President H. Gucrrero: Please, when we arc addressing the Convention, at 
least, Delegate Kaipat, can you refrain'from making any accusation to any 
member? We are making debates on this.one so it should be addressed to all 
members of the Convention, please. 

Delegate Kaipat: Mr. President, from thg'beginning of this Convention, peopl 
have been naming people. And I ion't Know why you are naming me as the only 
one accusing. And I'm not accusing a~ybody. I mentioned Mafnas' .name becaus 
he is the one that is suggesting'or making a motion on filing this very impor 
tant proposal. I'm not supporting abortion because of any religious group sa 
so.' I'm a doctor and I know what's the meaning behind this. If we don't hav 
law on abortion to control abortion, you will see many consequences will aris 
out of these things. Aside from medical consequences, there were many other 
consequences. One of the most serious consequences medically, if'we don't. 
stop this abortion without medical reason, Lqe will be dead. Someb~dy will 'd i  
eventually. So I'm just explaining. First, I said the baby don't stay in th 
stomach, they are staying in uterus. And I've described the killing of the ' 
babies which means abortion. Abortion means killing of the small babies. An 
medically this killing of the baby varies from one month to nine months. A& 
said, the early three months is abortion, the second, the first six months is 
miscarriage and the last three months is premature induction of labor or -. 
premature delivery. So the problem in front of us is that we don't have the 
law about to prevent people from doing abortion. ~1.l of these doctors in the 
hospital have been doing medical type of abortion, the one I described earlie 
When somebody comes in in shock and the only way to do is to remove the rest 
of the product of pregnancy, the fragment that is still retained that is . 
causing the bleeding and the patient is in shock, you do the medical abortion 
You remove that piece that is causing the bleeding and then give some medicin 
to stop it and give some blood to keep the mother alive. The baby is already 
dead anyway. That's the medical abortion. Okay, the reason I'm quite agains 
filing it and giving it to the Legislature's hand again is because since last 
abortion law we had in the Trust Territory Code, seven years ago and after 
seven years of being in the Legislature's hand, there is still no abortion la, 
today. There is no abortion law. So after seven years of sitting in the 
Congress and we are going to remove, take this back to the Congress again to 
make it the eight year. Do you people know that there was a law during the 
Trust Territ0r.y time? But after we went into the Commonwealth, the law 
stopped? And even today we still don't have any abortion law. And this is 
why -1-think it is very serious that we must come up. I don't want to take 
this back again into those people that never enacted law for the past seven 
years. I want this thing to -- people to initiate things, at least put down 
the language in our Constitution. And then from there on they can tell the 
Congress to start moving tomorrow. Thank you, Mr. President. 

President H. Guerrero: Let me ca'll the next one, Delegate 1gitol. 

D-: Mr. President, I'm just wondering because there is one lega 
opinion regarding this proposal and the legal opinion stated that if we have 
to put this in the Constitution, it's in violation of Article I. I just wond 
if the committee looked into that legal opinion and what is the recommendatio 

I President H. Guerrero: Delegate King, would you like to answer that? 

Delegate King: Yes, Mr. President. The committee looked into the legal 
opinion and also the written testimonies that were submitted by the witnesses 
both from the professional doctors and the religious leaders and also the 
concerned citizens. And after looking at it -- I believe that everybody read 
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a l s o  t h e  newspapz r  c o n c e r n i n g  P r e s i d e n t  Reagan t r y i n g  t o  a s k  t h e  Supreme Cour  
t o  r e v i e w  a g a i n  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n  because ,?  b e l i e v e  t h a t  e v e n  P r e s i d e n t  Reagan i 
n o t  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  Supreme C o u r t ' s , d e c i s i o n .  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n  
t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  s t a n d  f i r m l y  b e c a u s e  t h @  U.S. C o n s t i t u t i o n  s a y s  s o .  W e  h a v e  
b e e n  i n  t h e  w c r l d  a n d  i n  t h i s  p l a c e  a n d  w e  n e v e r  h a v e  t h i s  U.S. C o n s t i t u t i o n  I b e c a u s e  w e  s t a n d  t o  b e l i e v e  on  o u r  own, .as C a t h o l i c ;  w e  b e l i e v e  on  t h e  Ten 
C o m a n d m e n t s .  And b e c a u s e  w e  hdvLe t h i s t & & n d r n e n t  f r o m  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  w e  
s t a r t e d  t o  g e t  away f rom'  o u r  b e l i e v e  on' t h e  Ten Comraandrnents and  s t a r t e d  t o  
b e l i e v e  on  democ racy  which s o m e t i m e s  t h e  democracy  i s  n o t  r e a l l y  t h z  t r u e  
f e e l i n g  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  b e c a u s e  i t ' s "  j u s t  t h e  f e e l i n g  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y .  And i f  
t h e . m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  M a r i a n a s  i s  C a t h o l i c  t h e n  t h e  Supreme C o u r t  m u s t  
r e s p e c t  u s  b e c a u s e  t h a t  i s  o u r  r e l i g i o n .  L e t ' s  p u t  i n  o u r  C o n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  
w e  b e l i e v e  by n o t  h a v i n g  a b o r t i o n  o r  u n c o n t r o l l e d  a b o r t i c n  i r ,  t h e  C X b i I .  A s . 1  
s t a t e d  e a r l i e r  t h a t  i f  w e  a l l o w  u n c o n t r o l l e d  a b o r t i o n - i n  t h e  N o r t h e r n  M a r i a n a  
i t  seems t h a t  we a r e  e n c o u r a g i n g - o u r  women t o  p e r f o r m  t h e  k i l l i n g  p r o c e s s .  -.: 

I . b e f o r e  g i v i n g  b i r t h  b e c a u s e  t h e  Supreme C o u r t  t e l l s  you t o  d o  so .  And i f  y o u  

I d o  i t  a f t e r  b i r t h ,  t h e n  you a r e .  g o i n g  t o  b e  c h a r g e d  c r i m i n a l .  So I r ~ o ~ l d - 1 i . k '  
e v e r y b o d y  t o  t h i n k  a s  a C a t h o l i c .  G ive  t h e  unbo rn  b a b i e s  t h e  g i f t  o f  l i f e .  1 They w a n t  t o  see t h e  w o r l d  a s  w e  d o .  L e t  t h e  d o c t o r s  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  w h i c h  

1 s i d e  i s  t h e  p e r f e c t  d e c i s i o n  f o r  them t o  make,  w h e t h e r  t o  s a v e  t h e  1 - i f e  o f  t h .  

/ m o t h e r  o r  t h e  c h i l d  o r  t h e  b a b y .  Bu t  i f  you a r e  g o i n g  t o  a l l o w  it uncon-  . . 

t r o l l e d ,  b e l i e v e  m e  o r  n o t ,  you a r e  g o i n g  t o  h a v e  t h e  baby  d i e d  and  p e r h a p s  

/ e v e n  t h e  moth ,  b o t h  t h e  m o t h e r  and  t h e  baby  a r e  g o i n g  t o  d i e .  So by c o n t r o l -  
( l i n g  i t ,  we a r e  p u t t i n g  it i n t o  a  v e r y  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o c e s s  o f  d e t e r m i n i n g  

I w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e  mo the r  o r  t h e  b a b y  i s  g o i n g  t o  l i v e .  So t h i s  i s  it. W e  
a r e  n o t  e n L L r e l y  p r o h i b i t i n g  a b o r t i o n ,  b u t  w e  s h o u l d  c o n t r o l  it. L e t ' s  n o t  
h a v e  o u r  c h i l d r e n  s t a n d  i n  f r o n t  o f  u s  and  t e l l  u s  t h a t  you s h o u l d  n o t  t e l l ' m <  
w h a t  t o  d o  b e c a u s e  t h i s  i s  w h a t  t h e  Supreme C o u r t  s a y s  t h a t  I c o u l d  d o  i t .  A:  
a  C a t h o l i c ,  w e  s h o u l d  c o n t r o l  o u r  c h i l d r e n  b u t  n o t  s t a n d i n g  b e f o r e  u s ,  b e f o r e  
t h e  p a r e n t s  and  t r y  t o  d i c t a t e  u s  b e c a u s e  t h a t ' s  t h e  F o u r t e e n t h  Amendment o r  
t h a t ' s  t h e  amendment o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  We s h o u l d  t r y  t o  e d u c a t e  them alsc 
a s  a  C a t h o l i c  b e c a u s e  w e  h a v e  b e e n  i n  t h i s  w o r l d  l o n g  t i m e  w i t h o u t  a n y  C o n s t i :  

I t u t i o n  and  we d o n ' t  have  t h e s e  k i n d s  o f  p r o b l e m s  b e c a u s e  we make them b e l i e v e  
I t h a t  k i l l i n g  i s  m u r d e r  and  k i l l i n g  i s  a g a i n s t  t h e  Ten Commandments. And I . 

r e p e a t  a g a i n ,  I w i l l  s t a n d  b e f o r e  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  i n  t h i s  C o n v e n t i o n  t o  d e f e n d  
B i s h o p  Camacho. Thank you.  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  L e t  m e  c a l l ,  t h e  n e x t  o n e  i n  my l i s t  i s  D e l e g a t e  
T o r r e s  a n d  t h e n  D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o m e z .  

D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  Thank you ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  I w a n t  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h i s  a c a d e -  
m i c a l l y .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  a b o r t i o n  i s  n o t  new. A b o r t i o n  h a s  b e e n  p e r f o r m e d  
s i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  b i b l i c a l  t i m e s .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e  c a n  t r u l y  make a n  e x p e r i m e n  
o n  t h e  n e g a t i v e  a n d  p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t s  o f  a b o r t i o n .  P e r h a p s  w e  c a n  l o o k  a t  t h e  
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  e f f e c t  o f  it. And I ' m  n o t  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  w e  n e e d  t o  s t u d y  t h i s  
t h i n g  b e c a u s e  i t ' s  a  m o r a l  i s s u e . '  Mora l  i s s u e s  make p e o p l e  e m o t i o n a l  a n d . w e  
w i l l  n e v e r  g e t  anywhe re .  I l o o k  a t  t h i s  i s s u e  a s  I l o o k  a t  women's  a f f a i r s .  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we n e e d  t o o  much s t u d y  on  t h a t .  I t h i n k  I ' m  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  i t  
may be  o k a y ,  it w o u l d n ' t  d o  a n y  harm e x c e p t  t o  p u t  a b u r d e n  o n  t h e  b u d g e t .  
T h a t ' s  a l l .  Now, i n  t h e  e v e n t  a s  x ' m  s u r e  a l l  o f  u s  a r e  c o n s c i o u s  t h a t  t h e r e  
i s  a move i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n i t i a t e d  by  P r e s i d e n t  Reagan t o  a s k  t h e  
Supreme C o u r t  t o  r e v e r s e  i t s  d e c i s i o n  w h i c h  i s  h i g h l y  u n u s u a l .  I n  t h e  e v e n t  
t h a t  t h e  a b o r t i o n  l a w  i s  d e c l a r e d  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  t h e r e  i s  no  r e a s o n  t h a t  
t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  c a n  a l s o  r e v e r s e  i t s e l f ;  t h e y  c a n .  And i t ' s  p r o v i d e d  f o r  i n  
A r t i c l e  X V I I I ,  S e c t i o n  3 .  The L e g i s l a t u r e  c a n  by  l e g i s l a t i v e  i n i t i a t i v e  j u s t  
remove t h i s  f r om t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  I ,  f o r  o n e ,  h a v e  d e t e r m i n e d  o r  h a v e  made 
my d e c i s i o n  and  t h i s  i s  a g a i n  m o r a l ,  a m o r a l  d e c i s i o n  t h a t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
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-tion is right and I'm using the term "right" conscious'ly becausa it's 
]mental. The Legislature shouid provide for abortion for medical reasons 
zhe even that the mother's health is jeopardized or endangered, in the 
~t that it has been medically determined tha the unborn fetus could be 
lrded if brouqht to earth. As I said this i moraL issue and I stand to 
port this. I-think the Legislature can undo'4what ic'will have done with 
s if in the event that the United States Supreme ~ourt~.reverse its decisio~ & .  ...: 
eh again is kind of unusual.. Thank yoy,. J..,. -.. .a,L* .. 

. '2; . - 7 7:,.k* ,r'- ,.>:... 
egate Villagomez: Thank you, 31r. President..:.i..,The motion is to file and tht 
son given is that this should be given-to the Legislature for extensive 
.dy and consideration. 

.egate Mafn,as: Point of information, if I may, is that I am not ready to 
:ide whether to prohibit it in the Constitution as reported by the commit- 
:. I am not ready to decide. That was my reason for filing it. 

, 

-egace Villagomez: The problem we have there is that we have until 
decide. . . : 
Legate Mafnas: Precisely. 

Leqate Villagomez: So, if you don't decide, you don't vote. 

legate Mafnas: Right. I cannot vote because of the complexity of the issu 

legate Villagomez: May I proceed? 
. . 

esident H. Guerrero: Please. I. . . : .  

legate Villagomez: We are not here determining whether abortion is right or 
ong, or what kind of abortion should be permitted or what shouldn't be 
:rmitted and the reason is that we are giving that to the Legislature and the 
!gislature is going to decide what is going to be permitted and what is goinc 
be not permitted. When we had the public hearing on this issue, the Speak€ 

I the House of Representatives was present and he advised us that there is a 
-11, an extensive bill in the subject matter of abortion that is being pro- 
2ssed now and he is confident that it will be passed shortly. This proposed 
~endment will not get to the public until November 1. And one of the things 
.lat the committee cohsidered is that aspect of the public hearing that by 
.le. time this gests to the public, there will be a law setting forth what is 
2rmissible and what is not permissible under abortion. And that would, I 
nderstand that this is a general term to just prohibit. But by giving it to 
he Legislature and by the Legislature coming up with the specifics, it may 
z~mply with the restriction or requirements based by the U.S. Constitution. 
nd precisely what we are doing here is giving, actually forcing the Legisla- 
ure fo come up with a law that would set forth the conditions under which 
bortion may be permissible. If we don't do this, the Legislature may sit 
ack and not do anything. I specifically asked the Speaker, why haven't you 
cted? He said, we've been very busy in the last two, three weeks with the 
mergency and things like that. I said, we've been here for seven years, why 
iaven't you acted in the last seven years? And he didn't have any clear 
lnswer, but he wanted to emphasize that they are working on it now. And so bj 
jiving it to the Legislature and not deciding insthe Constitution what abortic 
-s prohibited or allowed, we are doing precisely what Delegate Mafnas would 
,ike to do. And that is to give it to the Legislature, let them do the 
?xtensive research and let them decide what abortion is to be permitted. And 
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w i l l  n o t  f a v o r  f i l i n g  f o r  t h a , t  r e a s o n  and I w i l l  f a v o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  s t a t e -  
: p r o h i b i t i n g  a b o r t i o n  u n l e s s  p r o v i d e d  by t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  Than:% you. 

; i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r o :  ~ e l e ~ h t e  I n o s ?  
.& ? .., . i., 

s g a t e  I n o s ;  Thank you,  M r . - P r e s i d e n t .  I t  sgerns veFy i r o n i c  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  
d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  i s s u e  and t h a t  o n l y  men a r e  s p e a k i n g  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
:ue.. Only men a r e  s p e a k i n g  on t h i s  par t icu lay , . , . , . i s sue  which d o e s  n o t  have  
: e c t  a f f e c t  on them. I t  migh t  have a n ~ " i n d i r e c ~ ~ ~ ~ f e c t .  I have a  c o n c e r n  on  
3 r e p o r t  i t s e l f  and  f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  t h a t  I aq':?ollowing a l o n g  w i t h  D e l e g a t e  
f n a s '  i n t e n t .  F i r s t ,  i n  t h e  r e p o r t  w e - s a i d  it i s  immora l .  I c a n n o t  see 
s e l f  l e g i s l a t i n g  or '  p u t t i n g  i n  t h e  C o n s t - i t u t i o n  m o r a l i t y  b e c a u s e  t h i s  i s - u p  

a n  i n d i v i d u a l  p e r s o n  t o  d e c i d e  f o r  h i m s e l f  o r  h e r s e l f .  . N o .  2 ,  it c a n  become 
m a t t e r  of  c o n v e n i e n c e  t o  p r o t e c t  u n d i s c i p l i n e d  l i f e s t y l e .  I am n o t  t h e  o n e ,  
am n o t  a p e r s o n  t o  judge a n y b o d y ' s  l i f e s t y l e .  T h r e e ,  i t  c a n  be  c o n s t r u e d  a s  

irder. .  Y o u ' r e  s a y i n g  it can  be c o n s t r u e d  a s  murde r ,  you a r e  n o t  s a y i n g  t h a t  
: i s  murder .  No. 4 ,  it v i o l a t e s  t h e  s a n c t i t y  o f  l i f e .  F o r  a l l  t h e s e  f o u r  
? a s o n s f  I'm r e f u s i n g  t o  a c c e p t  t h i s  commit tee  recommendat ion t o  make a  judg-  
2 n t  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i s s u e .  I n  . t h e  t e x t  i t s e l f , ' o n  t h e  commi t t ee  recomrnen- 
a t i o n  i t s e l f ,  t h e  c o m n i t t e e  s t a t e d  t h e  a b o r t i o n  o f  t h e ' u n b o r n  c h i l d .  ~ r e ' w e  
d y i n g  t h a t  t h a t  i s  a  c h i l d  i n  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  b e c a u s e  I am c u r i o u s  a b o u t  t h i s .  
a r t i c u l a r  i s s u e .  I have a d e f i n i t i o n  h e r e  which s t a t e s  t h a t  a b o r t i o n  i s  t h e  
: x p u l s i o n  o f  a  f e t u s  from t h e  u t e r u s  b e f o r e  i t  i s  c a p a b l e  o f  c a r r y i n g  on i t s  
)wn l i f e .  F e t u s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  s t a g e s  o f  p regnancy  f rom f o u r  
nonths  on  t o  t h e  n i n e t h  month. And t h e  f i r s t  t o  t h e  t h i r d  month i s  embryo a n d  
t h e r e f o r e ,  i n  my r e a d i n g  it d i d  n o t  t e l l  m e  o r  i t  d i d  n o t  4 i c t a t e  t o  me t h a t  
t h i s  i s  a  c h i l d  t h a t  w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t .  O n ' t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  i t s e l f ,  c a p a b l e  
o f  c a r r y i n g  on  i t s  own l i f e ,  I a s k e d  myse l f  two q u e s t i o n s ,  o r  I s t a t e d  f o r  my- 
s e l f  f o r  c l a r i t y  p u r p o s e s  maybe, one ,  maybe it d o e s n ' t  have  l i f e  y e t  b e c a u s e  
it i s  s a y i n g  h e r e  t h a t  it i s  b e f o r e  it i s  c a p a b l e  o f  c a r r y i n g  on  i t s  own l i f e .  
The s e c o n d  t h i n g  t h a t  came t o  my mind i s ,  i t  h a s  t o  b e  d e t a c h e d  f rom t h e  
m o t h e r ' s  womb b e f o r e  it has  l i f e .  And s o  we a r e  making a  g e n e r a l  s t a t e m e n t  i n  
t h e  commi t t ee  recommendat ion t h a t  i t  i s  a l r e a d y  a  c h i l d  i n  t h e r e .  A s  a  f a i t h -  
f u l  C a t h o l i c , ,  I s a t  down t h i s  morning i n  t h e  c h u r c h  .... 
D e l e g a t e  King: Q u e s t i o n ,  May I p o s e  a  q u e s t i o n  t o  D e l e g a t e  I n o s ?  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  I n o s ,  a r e  you w i l l i n g  t o  r e s p o n d ?  

D e l e g a t e  I n o s :  Can I comple t e  my s t a t e m e n t s  b e f o r e  I f o r g e t ?  

~ e l e ~ a c e  King: I c a n n o t  h o l d  my q u e s t i o n .  I l i k e  t o  e x p r e s s  it o u t .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  She h a s  t h a t  r i g h t ,  r i g h t  now, D e l e g a t e  King.  

D e l e g a t e  Xing: So may I a s k  t h e  q u e s t i o n  l a t e r  on? 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Y e s ,  when s h e ' s  f i n i s h e d .  

D e l e g a t e  I n o s :  Y e s ,  you may. 

D e l e q a t e  King: Thank you. 

D e l e q a t e  I n o s :  A s  a  f a i t h f u l  C a t h o l i c ,  I s a t  down t h i s  morning  a t  t h e  s e v e n  
o ' c l o c k  mass a t  Tanapag. And d u r i n g  t h e  t h i r t y - m i n u t e  sermon,  I s a t  and  
l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  a n t i - a b o r t i o n  l e t t e r  f rom t h e  B i shop .  And I kniw I am a  
C a t h o l i c ,  I know t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  my f a i t h .  And i f  w e  a r e  t r u l y  C a t h o l i c ,  i f  
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a s  a  C a t h o l i c  I t r u l y  a b i d e  w i t h  t h e  f a i t h ,  I know w h a t  I mus t  d o  and  I knoT21 
w i t h i n  my r e l i g i o n  wha t  I m u s t n ' t  d o  as  a C a t h o l i c .  I t  i s  f o r  many o t . he r  
r e a x o n s  t h a t  I f e e l  t h a t  it i s  v e r y  i m p r o p e r  f o r  m e  t o  s i k  i n  t h i s  C c n v e n t i o n  
a n d  t r y  and  d i c t a t e  l i v e s  o f  o t h e r s .  And p i t  i s  f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  t h a t  i f  we 
b r i n g  t h i s  o u t  t o  t h e  f l o o r  t h a t  I w i l f ' n o t  b e , m a k i n g  a n y  l u d g m e n t ,  w h e t h e r  t 
s a y  " y e s "  o r  "no"  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i s s u e .  Thank you .  

( P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u c r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  King?  . ..- 

. %.', 

D e l e q a t e  King:  Y e s ,  I 1 d . l i k e  t o h o s e  Gkie q u e s t i o n  o u t  t o  D e l g a t e  I n o s .  Do 
you h a v e  c h i l d r e n  now? 

1 
D e l e g a t e  Inos.: Do I have  t o  an swer  h i s  q u e s t i o n s ?  

I j P r e s i c l e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  You d o n ' t  h ave  t o ,  i f  you d o n ' t  wan t  t o .  
I I D e l e g a t e  King:  Okay,  a n o t h e r  q u e s t i o n ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  I j u s t  wan t  t o ,  I hap 
1 t h a t  s h e  w a n t s  t o  a n s w e r  t h i s .  I f  you h a v e  t h r e e  months  p regf iancy  and  you i!e 

t o  t h e  d o c t o r  a n d  t h e  d o c t o r  s a i d  t h a t  you are g o i n g  t o  have  a b a b y . .  How..'do.- 

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Do you w a n t  t o  a n s w e r  t h a t ,  ~ e l e g a t e  I n o s ?  , 
I 
I i D e l e g a t e  I n o s :  I ' m  n o t  g o i n g  t o  a n s w e r .  

1 D e l e g a t e  Kinq:  S o ,  I would l i k e  t o  e x p r e s s  my s i n c e r e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  ~ e l e ~ a t e  I I n o s  p e r h a p s  i s  n o t  a  r e a l  m o t h e r .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  I h a v e  t o  r u l e  a l s o  t h a t  p e r s o n a l  q u e s t i o n s  a r e  0 u t . o  
o r d e r ,  D e l e g a t e  King .  

I D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  P o i n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  
I 
I D e l e g a t e  Kinq:  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  come u p  w i t h ,  you know, 
1 p e r s o n a l  o r  w h a t e v e r ,  we are d e a l i n g  h e r e  w i t h  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  i s  v e r y  c o n t r o -  
( v e r s i a l  i s s u e .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  T h a t ' s  t r u e .  

D e l e g a t e  I n o s :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  I .  
P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  I n o s ?  

D e l e g a t e  I n o s :  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  M r .  King s h o u l d  b e  making judgment  o n  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  i s s u e  b a s e d  on my a n s w e r  a s  a  p e r s o n .  

D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  P o i n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  S t a t e  y o u r  p o i n t ,  D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s .  

D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  Y e s ,  I j u s t  w a n t  ' t o  a g r e e  w i t h  D e l e g a t e  I n o s  t h a t  t h i s  may 
be a m o r a l  i s s u e  b u t  it i s  a  p u b l i c '  c o n c e r n  s i n c e  i t  i s  t h e  t a x p a y e r s  money 
t h a t  w i l l  b e  u s e d  t o  p e r f o r m  t h e  a b o r t i o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  i s  l i k e  s a y i n g  
t h a t  i t  i s  okay  t o  l i c e n s e  p r o s t i t u t i o n  a n d  p o r n o g r a p h y  b e c a u s e  it i s  a m o r a l  
i s s u e  t o  d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t o  a b u s e  and  m i s u s e  y o u r  body.  But  we h a v e  t o  
c o n s i d e r  t h e  harm t o  t h e  p u b l i c  o n  t h e s e  i s s u e s .  Thank you .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Nabo r s?  
___P_____.__.  . _. _ --.. ...-.- ---.--- ..-,------ - - C -  .- 
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Delegate Nabors: Thank you, Mr. President. Very short. I don't ictend to 
try and sway anyone's opinion. I simply want the record to show that I suppo: 
a provision in the Constitution that would'prohibit the use of public funds, 
public facilities for abortion, unless-that abortion is necesszry to protect 
the life of the mother or it results iron an unconsentual pregnancy through 
rape or incest. I am very happy that my mother decided not to have abortion 
when I was in the uterus. Thank you, Mr._President. . i . 
Delegate Mendiola: I move to end debat;, Nr. President. 

President H. Guerrero: Let me recognize Delegate Ogumoro. 

~elegate Ogumoro: I have a question on the committee -recommendation. I have 
some problems with line 5 of the committee recommendation saying that abortior 
is prohibited except as provided by law. Now, from todzy until-the day that 
this is ratified, are we saying *that if abortion is performed to protect the. 
mother's life that that is -- where does that stand? Perhaps today unti1':ther 
that type of abortion can still.be performed. But what happen from the 
the constitutional amendment, the proposed amendment is ratified until the tic 
that the law is enacted? According to the language of the amendment, would. 
abortion to protect the mother's life be considered a criminal or un~onstitu- 
tional? 

I President H. Guerrero: Delegate Villagomez? 

Delegate viilagomez: The committee considered that. If the Legislature does 
not do anything to enact a law setting forth the conditions under which abor- 
tion may be performed, after the constitutional amendment comes into effect; 
then any abortion for any reason would be contrary to the Constitution. The. 
reason that we asked the Speaker to come to the public hearing is because we 
are greatly concerned aboutithat. And the Speaker indicated that by November 
there will be a law on abortion setting forth the conditions under which abor- 
tion will be prohibited. That was taken into consideration. The other 
consideration is, if we have this in the Constitution, the Legislature will 
act because the Legislature knows that if it doesn't act, we may have prob1e.m~ 
in the Commonwealth. And this is one way of forcing the Legislatqre to do 
something which they should have done years ago. 

Deleqate Oqumouo: I have a problem and I think between now and the time that 
we are going to take action on this measure that we should make an amendment 
to incorporate those conditions that we will be making as exceptions under t h ~  
law. Otherwise, we are going to be charging either the doctor or the .... 
Deleqate Mafnas: Point of order. 

President H. Guerrero: State your point, Delegate Mafnas. 

Delegate Mafnas: The motion is to file and she going beyond the committee's 
report by suggesting that additions, be included in the committee's report or 
in the proposed amendment. 

Delegate Ogumoro: I think I'm still in order. The question that I'm posing I 
relevant. That could give me further reasons, or that could guide me as to 
whether we should file it or not. 

Delegate Mafnas: Mr. President, the motion is to file; she is suggesting be- 
yond what's in the committee's recommendation. So, the Acting Floor Leader 
agrees with me. 

----..--. _._.._............._.... .....--......-...-. 4. - .  . . . -  
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D e l e g a t e  Ogumoro: I ' l l  y i e l d .  I w i l l  s a v e  in:; q u e s t i o n s  u n t i l  we d i s c u s s  t h t  
main mot ion .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  ~ a i ~ a t ?  

D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  M r .  P r e s i d z n t ,  i s  t h e r e  any d i f f e r e n c e  between a  p r o p o s a l  k 
r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  and  t h e  word " f i l e " ?  Any d i f f e r e n c e ?  Because  I. 
have s e e n  many p r o p o s a l s  f i l e d  b k t  i t  ~ k e e r  g o e s  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  Which i 
which ,  because  I d o n ' t  l i k e  t h e  word " f i l e " .  I f  t h e y  s p e c i f y  t h a t  t h i s  measu 
o r  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  w i l l  be r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Congres s  f o r  f u r t h e r  e v a l u a t i o n  and  
f a s t  t r e a t m e n t ,  t h e n  I ' l l  go a l o n g  w i t h  i t .  But  i f  t h e y  s a y  f i l e ,  t h a t  means 
i t  i s  d e a d .  'No more oxygen and  t h a t  means i t  s t o p s  b r e a t h i n g .  So t h e r e  i s  a 
d i f f e r e n c e .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  N a f n a s ,  would you l ' i k e  t o  r e d e f i n e  what  i s  
vour  d e f i n i t i o n ?  i - . . .  

1' D e l e a a t e  Mafnas:  Yes,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  I l i s t e n e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  
1 and ;  y e s ,  t h e  Speake r  was p r e s e n t  and  he s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  t h e  

i House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i s  p r e s e n t l y  work ing  on t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e l a t i v e  t o  
a b o r t i o n .  

1 D e l e g a t e  Nabors:  Q u e s t i o n .  What a b o u t  t h e  S e n a t e ? ,  

I I D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  I d o n ' t  know a b o u t  t h e - S e n a t e .  I ' m  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  House 
T h a t ' s  a l s o  one o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  why I ' m  recommending t h a t  w e  f i l e  it. 

I D e l e g a t e  Ogumoro: I move t o  e n d  d e b a t e .  

I D e l e g a t e  Nabors  s econded  t h e  mo t ion .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Can I j u s t  g e t  a  c l a r i f i c a t i o n ?  I f  t h i s  i s  f i l e d ,  i s  
t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  p r p o s a l s  t h a t  w i l l  b e  s e n t  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ?  

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  T h i s  w i l l  b e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  p e r h a p s  on  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n s  g o i n g  
t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  

The mot ion  t o  f i l e  Committee Reconmendat ion No. 2 1  was d e f e a t e d  by a  
r a i s i n g  o f  hands  v o t e  o f  a g a i n s t  and  f o r  t h e  mo t ion .  . 
D e l e g a t e  Nabors:  Motion t o  end  d e b a t e .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas? 

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I move t o  recommit  t h i s  t o  t h e  commi t t ee .  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l a n u e v a  seconded  t h e  mo t ion .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  I t  h a s  been  moved and  seconded  t o  recommit  Committee 
Recommendation No. 21. 

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  May I s t a t e  my r e a s o n  b e f o r e  w e  v o t e ?  So t h a t  w e  c a n  i n c o r .  
p o r a t e  t h i s  w i t h  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  g o i n g  down t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t ?  



2:JD COY C01.1 JGL!?';;.I.A.L -- 34th Day 
J u l y  2 1 ,  1 ? 8 5  

D e l e q a t e  K a i ~ a t :  M r . .  P r e s i d e n t ,  a c c o r d i n q  t o  c o m m i t t c e  r e commznda t i on ,  i t ' s  
a l r e a d y  s t a t e d  h e r e  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l . g o  tiown t o - t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  s o  t h e y  c a n . . . .  

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  The d i f f e r e n c e  h e r e ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  i s  t h a t  i t  w i l l  n o t  be  
i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  T h a t ' s  t h e  s i g n i f i c z n t  d i f $ e r e n c e .  . . . 

I 
* 

D e l e q a t e  King :  Nay I e x p r e s s  t h e  c o n c e r n  o f  t h e  c o m n i t t e e ?  

i P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  P l e a s e .  * , - 

I D e l e g a t e  King :  The c o m m i t t e e  o n e  h u n d r e d  p e r c e n t  w a n t s  t h i s  t o  b e  p l a c e d  i n  
; t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  

D e l e g a t e  Nabo r s  s e c o n d e d .  

I 
) P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D i s c u s s i o n s ?  
! 
1 T h e r e  b e i n g  no  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e  m o t i o n  t o  r e commi t  Corixnittee 
1 R e c o i r m e ~ d a t i o n  No. 21 t o  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  was d e f e a t e d  by a  r a i s i n g  o f  h a n d s  vo t c  

o f  a g a i n s t  a n d  f o r  t h e  m o t i o n .  

D e l e g a t e  Nabo r s :  Mot ion .  i 
i 
I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  ~ a b o ' r s ?  

1 D e l e g a t e  Nabo r s :  Thank y o u ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  I move t o  e n d  d e b a t e .  I 

D e l e g a t e  Ogumoro s e c o n d e d ,  a n d  t h e  m o t i o n  was c a r r i e d  by v o i c e  v o t e .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  W e  a r e  now v o t i n g  o n  Commit tee  Recommendation No. 21.  
D e l e g a t e  N a b o r s ,  c a n  you t a k e  t h e  r o l l  c a l l ?  

1 S e c r e t a r y  Nabo r s  c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l ,  a n d  t h e  m o t i o n  t o  a d o p t  Commit tee  Recoi 
I m e n d a t i o n  No. 21 o n  Second  a n d  F i n a l  R e a d i n g  was v o t e d  on  a s  f o l l o w s :  
i 

YES: D e l e g a t e s  David  C i n g ,  L o r e n z o  DL. G u e r r e r o ,  A lonzo  I g i s o m a r ,  Benus tc  
Kaip .a t ,  E s t e v e n  K ing ,  L u i s  L imes ,  James  M e n d i o l a ,  P a u l  Manglona ,  
A n i c e t o  Mundo, W i l l i a m  N a b o r s ,  F e l i c i d a d  Ogumoro, K a r l  R e y e s ,  
J o a q u i n  T e n o r i o ,  F r a n c i s c o  Tomokane, W i l l i a m  T o r r e s ,  Ramon V i l l a g o m t  . a n d  V i n c e n t  C a l v o .  ( 1 7  v o t e s )  

NO:  D e l e g a t e s  Herman T. G u e r r e r o ,  J e s u s  Mafnas ,  Dav id  I g i t o l  and  ~ i t a  
I n o s .  ( 4  v o t e s )  

I ABSTAIN: D e l e g a t e  I g n a c i o  V i l l a n u e v n .  (1 v o t e )  

ABSENT: D e l e g a t e s  J u a n  Lizama a n d  M a r i a  P a n g e l i n a n .  

And t h e  m o t i o n  was c a r r i e d .  

S e c r e t a r y  Nabors :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I h a v e  1 7  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e s ,  I h a v e  f o u r  
n e g a t i v e  v o t e s ,  I h a v e  o n e  a b s t e n t i o n  a n d  two a b s e n c e s .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Commit tee  Recommendation 21  p a s s e d  by 1 8  v o t e s .  Y e s ,  
D e l e g a t e  V i l l a n u e v a ?  
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: Villanueva: Mr. President, .I didn't vote on the committee recomrnenda 
-- one reason. If this is passed by the Convention and it is ratified 
9eople and there is no law, provided by law for abortion, there .cannot 
abortion and this is why I didn't vote for this,. 

.$: 
:ut H. Guerrero: Does this mean not even fo'r,medic.&l reason? 

, . 

.. . 2 Mafnas: Including medical reasons. 
. ,<. 

1.. . ... . : 
.+. 

.. . 
1: -% .; &- ,- '. 

te Villanueva: If it's to say prohibieed as provided by lav. 
..r 

ite ~abors: The ~ttorne~., General wi-ll'have to prosecute the doctgrs. I 

3te Villanueva: This is the only reason why I am not voting on this. 
. I! 

.dent H. Guerrero: Is that correct, Mr. Attorney General, in the absence 
:ti? 

1 ;  
rney General Kosack: If this passesby vote of ratification and there .is I 

lapse of time for the Legislature to provide exceptions to it, during that 
e of time there will be no abortions, not even with medical indication. . 

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Kaipat? 

?gate Villagomez: I have a question for the Attorney General. If during 1 
i time, let's say a period of two weeks or whatever period of time, somebody\ 
forms an abortion for medical reason in the hospital, what can the Office'of 
Attorney General do to prosecute if there is no law setting forth the 

-minality of the act or the punishment. 
i 
J 

torney General Kosack: I'm sure you know the answer because you are sugges- 
ng to state which is that. While we in our constitutional act to perform 
.e abortion, it would not be a criminal act in the absence of a positive law 
:gislation which says that it is a criminal act to committing abortion. In 
le copy of the Criminal Act, the Legislature can do that. So while no abor- 
ions can be performed constitutionally, the doctor at the hospital, if they 
ver have performed one, they would not be subjected to criminal penalty; How- 
.ver they could be subjected to criminal penalties depending if any taxpayer 
iuits for an injunction against Dr. Torres Hospital to enforce the Constitution 
:o prohibit the performing of abortion. If they do file such a suit and abor- 
tion is performed, 'then they will be for contempt of court.... 

Delegate Kaipat: I'd like to question the Attorney General one question, a 
medical questjon on abortion. Being a doctor and, say, I stand on duty, then 

..;.: 
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about two o'clock in the morning a woman come in with severe vaginal bleeding. 
She is about two months pregnancy and that she give me history of passing large 
amount of clots at home and possibly maybe a piece of some placenta tissue. And 
examining her, she is in blood pressure zero over zero, looks pale, cold- 
climate skin, and she is indicating that she is beginning to see the dark 
which means early shock. Now, knowing that this lady will die if I don't re- 
move the small piece that is still attached in the uterus, can I stand side . 
and say, well, even the medical reason, until the Congress makes law in 
November about abortion, then I'll touch this lady knowing that within 45 
minutes she is, going to be dead without blood transfusion and emergency D&C 
in the next thirty minutes. Will I be put in jail for not touching her 
because of this reason, because no medical D&C? 

-.. 

$ 

f 



A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  Kosack: There  a r e  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  q u e s t i o n s  you h a v e  posed  
t o  me. One i s  a  m e d i c a l  q u e s t i o n ,  t h e  o t h e r  i s  a  mora l  q u e s t i o n  and t h e  o t h e  
i s  a  l e g a l  q u e s t i o n .  A s  a  m e d i c a l  m a t t e r ,  i t ' s e e m s  t o  m e  t h z t  a s  a  d o c t o r  yo 
migh t  have t o  u n d e r t a k e  c e r t a i n  p r o c e d u r e s  t o  s a v e  t h e  l i f e  o f  a wonan. A s  a  
mora l  q u e s t i o n ,  t h a t ' s  one you a r e  g o i n g  t o  have t o  answer y o u r s e l f  v e r s u s  t h  
l i f e  o f  t h e  mother  ver . sus  t h a t  o f  t h e  f e t u s .  A s  a l e g a l  q u e s t i o n  which i s  t h  
o n l y  a r e a  I c a n  g i v e  you any p r o f e s s i o n ~ : l ~ a n s w e r  a t .  A s  a  l e g a l  m a t t e r ,  w i t h  
what  you j u s t  p a s s e d  i n  . the a b s e n c e  o f . i ' e g i s l a t i o n  p r o v i d i n g  e x c e p t i o n s ,  ycu 
would be v i o l a t i n g  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  i n  p e r f o r m i n g  t h a t  a b o r t i c n  even  i f  i t  i s  
f o r  t h e  pu rpose  o f  s a v i n g  h e r  l i f e .  You would n o t  go  t o  j a i l  because  t h e r e ' s  
no c r i n i n a l  law p r o h i b i t i n g  a b o r t i o n s  y e t ,  however,  i f  a  ta;;payer f i l e d  sc i t ,  
p r o S a b l y  any r e s i d e n t  f i l e d  s u i t  a g a i n s t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  t o  p r e v e n t  a b c r t i o n  o r  
a g a i n s t  a l l  t h e  d o c t o r s  and  you had n o t i c e  o f  t h a t  i n j u n c t i o n  a c c o r d e d ,  
e n t e r e d  a n  i n j u n c t i o n ,  i f  you were under  t h o s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  which i s  a  v e r ?  

j p o s s i b l e  s c e n a r i o  i f  t h e r e  i s  a  -very s t r o n g  a n t i - a b o r t i o n  g r o u p  on i s l a n d  t h a  

i '. wants  t o  do  t h a t ,  t h e n  you would be f a c i n g  j a i l .  You would be f a c i n g  corite$p 
o f  c o u r t  f o r  p e r f o r m i n g  a b o r t i o n .  I t  w i l l  be  up t o  t h e  judge however , .  thfl 's- . '  
one . l a s t  f a c t o r  i n ,  t o  d e c i d e  how he  wan t s  t o  p u n i s h  you f o r  contempt  o f  cou'r. / under  t h o s e  c i r c u m s t z n c e s .  H e  d o e s n ' t  have  t o  send  you t o  j a i l  and he m a y . i n  
h i s  own d i s c r e t i o n  d e t e r m i n e  t h a t  he  d o e s  n o t  want t o  b e c a u s e  he m a y , a g r e e  w i  

i your  mora l  and e t h i c a l  d e c i s i o n .  

I 1 D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  Thank you. 

! 1 P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s ?  

D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  One q u e s t i o n .  S i n c e  some d e l e g a t e s ,  and  I a g r e e  w i t h  them 
t h a t  t h i s  i s  a  m o r a l  i s s u e ,  w e l l ,  d o n ' t  you t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a  p u b l i c ,  a  . 
l e g i t i m a t e  p u b l i c  c o n c e r n  i n  view o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it i s  t h e  t a x p a y e r ' s  money 
t h a t  w i l l  be  u s e d  t o  pe r fo rm t h e  a b o r t i o n ?  And a l s o  a s  i t  r e l a t e s  t o  o t h e r  
forms  o f  v i c t i m l e s s  c r i m e s  such  a s  p r o s t i t u t i o n .  

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  Kosack: Okay, what you a r e  a s k i n g  me i s  s t r i c t l y  a  l e g a l  
q u e s t i o n .  Is a b o r t i o n ,  even  though a  mora l  i s s u e  a l s o  a  p u b l i c  i s s u e ,  and  thc 
answer  i s  I t h i n k  y e s ,  it i s ,  and it i s  a n  i s s u e  which t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  c a n  
l e g i t i m a t e l y  a d d r e s s  and c a n  even  a d d r e s s  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n f i n e s  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u -  
t i o n .  The second  q u e s t i o n  you a s k e d  m e ,  i s  i t  a  t a x p a y e r ' s  i s s u e ?  I want  yo? 
t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  what  y o u ' v e  done i s  g o i n g  beyond t h e  t a x p a y e r  i s s u e .  I t  i s  
a  t a x p a y e r  i s s u e  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  a b o r t i o n s  a r e  pe r fo rmed  u s i n g  governments: 
f a c i l i t i e s ,  a s  D e l e g a t e  Nabors '  p r o p o s a l  was seemed t o  b e  aimed a t  t h a t .  How- 
e v e r ,  ,you p r o h i b i t e d  a l l  a b o r t i o n s  and i t ' s  e n t i r e l y  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a  d o c t o r  
c o u l d  s e t  up  h i s  own c l i n i c  on i s l a n d  o r  t h a t  FHP from Guam c o u l d  ccme o v e r  ar 
s e t  up a  c l i n i c  and  it would n o t  be  u s i n g  t a x p a y e r ' s  money. So t h e  p r o h i b i t i c  
y o u ' v e  e n a c t e d  i s  much b r o a d e r  t h a n  one  which d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  
p u b l i c  money. 

 resident'^. G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  C ing ,  do  you have  a  q u e s t i o n ?  

D e l e g a t e  Cing:  Yes. I ' d  l i k e  t o  pose  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  t o  t h e  AG. What happens  
i f  a  woman come i n ,  l i k e  D r .  K a i p a t  s t a t e d ,  and D r .  K a i p a t  r e f u s e  t o  t r e a t  t h :  
woman? What w i l l  happen? I s  t h e r e ' a n y  c h a r g e  a g a i n s t  him f o r  r e f u s i n g  t o  s a T  
t h e  l i f e  o f  t h i s  woman? 

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  Kosack: W e l l ,  you m i g h t  be  a s k i n g  t h e  $ 6 4  q u e s t i o n  b e c a u s e  : 
depends ,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  on whe the r  o r  n o t  women have  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t  t o  
a b o r t i o n s .  The a c t i o n  v o u ' v e  u n d e r t a k e n  i s  one  which i s  i n  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  t o  

I l e g a l  o p i n i o n  which i s  Gendered by t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  L e g a l  Counse l .  T h a t  l e g a l  
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; that in the case of Role v. Waye, the court has held, the 
s held that there is constitutional right for a woman to make 
~g the first trimester. And during the second trimester she 
long with her physician to make a choice when medically neces- 
s true that she does have a constitutional ri3ht'and under 
:onstitution and the local Constitution prohibits abortion and 
Jses to perform an abortion, I believe the doctor would be sub- 
uit under Section 1983 of Title 42 of the United States Code 
; for lawsuits for deprivation of civil ?rights .and awards 
2s and cost of suit-as well to the party whic~%'&s. I think we 
d this earlier in the Constitutional Convention. And so the doc- 
;overnment would become liable and possibly for wrongful death and 
wrongful life depending on whether or not the child is born or 
ot the mother dies. 

. Guerrero*: .Can I have a question? If this is challenged in court 1 ,  

and? If a woman decides that she has a right guaranteed under the I ( /  
itution and probably under Section.10 ,of Article I of our Cdnstitu- 
this stand? I I 

;enera1 Kosack: I think that, I want to preface that for saying one 
which is I don't express any opinion at this point in time of how I 

.y or how I officially see the abortion issue. I'm not expressing my 
-on. I'm giving you a legal opinion. And I believe as a legal matter 
opinion that was rendered to you by Dave Price is absolutely correct 
doubt. United States Supreme Court has been extremely clear in case 
lse on this. That being the case your prohibition of abortion in the 
of any 1egislation.establishing the exceptions which are recognized by 

.ted States Supreme Court would be unconstitutional under the United 
Constitution. 

.ent H. Guerrero: Delegate Mendiola? 

ate Mendiola: Just to Attorney General. How about taking into consider- 
, the custom and culture and,religions of the Northern Marianas? 

rney General Kosack:. It would be no, there would be no, I don't see any 
;ible exception under the abortion issue. The court has pretty much indi- 
zd that the will of the majority cannot be imposed upon the minority and 
t even, though you may have a strong custom and culture there may be people 
.hin this population who do not share that custom and culture, who may not 
Ire in that religion, whose decisions and perso-nal choice you are restric- 
ng 

resident H. Guerrero: Delegate Reyes, you had your hand up? 

~elegate Reyes: No. I I 
President H. Guerrero: Delegate Manglona? 1 I 
Delegate Manglona: If the Legislature makes an exception which is within the 
U.S. Constitution, then there is no problem with this amendment. .. . , 

I .  : .  

Attorney General Kosack: I won't say there's no problem but I think I could, 
I in a very good conscience go before the court and try to defend it. 

Delegate Manqlona: 'I mean, that will not go against the Constitution of the 
United States if the Legislature makes exceptions which will meet the .... 
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Attorney Ger.eral Kosack: If t h e  Legis-lat6rz makes the exceptions xhich means 
to testify in the United States, I think we would have a qood case. I don't 
want to say that there is no problem, I think th.at we would have a good case. 

President H. Guerrero:. Delegate Calvo? ~.> 
-. 4. - .. . . 

Delegate Calvo: Thank you, Mr. president. Rex, if we are concerned about tk 
time lapse if this ever get or if it's ratified in November and wKat happens 
after the ratification and in the absence of a legislation law? With this 
reqards, can-we not see that the intention of the Convention is clearly indi- 
cated here that we are prohibiting but to the extent that a legislation shall 
be made to address when and what type of abortion shall be conducted? Can ye 
have that on record and shall safeguard the continuity of medical.reasons for I such affair? 

. . 
1 '  Attorney General Kosack: If you are saying to me, is it sufficient that 9o.u 
1 give a clear expression of the intent today after what exceptions you would 
I like in the absence of putting those actually into your reconnendation, no-.. I 

don't think it's sufficient enough. I do think, however, along the .line of 1 what you are indicating that I suspect this is a controversial enough issue. . 
that the Legislature, one way or another, is going to become aware of this- 
problen that we are discussing right now and might b'e prompted to 2ct. But-i 

I absence of them acting, those exceptions .will not exist. ! ' President H. Guerrero: Delegate Kaipat? I 
I Delegate Kaipat: Thank you. 

I President H. Guerrero: Delegate King? 
! 

Delegate King: I just like to pose one question to the AG. Is the language I now that we just adopted to be placed in the Constitution, on your own legal 
I opinion, is it acceptable, or is it good? 
I 

i Attorney General Kosack: Well, I think I've indicated already that I feel it 
is unconstitutional. In the absence of further legislation providing for, yo 
know, you need. further legislation that allows a woman to make her own choice 
during the first trimester and then to make a choice in conjunction with her 
physician during the second adn third trimesters under certain circumstances. 
With'legislation like that, you probably are okay. But without that legisla- 
tion, what you have right now is unconstitutional. 

Delegate King: Point of information to the delegates. The Speaker of the 
House assured, he made the assurance that the bill is going to be passed into 
law before November.. So they serious talke it under consideration to make th. 
into law. 

President H. Guerrero: Thank you, -Mr. Kosack. We are now into the Introduc- 
tion of Resolutions and Referrals. . Oh, 16? What is 16? 

Delegate Nabors: That was brought up yesterday and was not voted on. Mr. 
President, I would like to inquire whether or not my delegates are willing to 
grant unanimous consent to reconsider a proposed constitutional amendment-in 
Committee Recommendation No. 16 which addresses the ratification process 
currently under Article XVIII, Section 5(a): "The Legislature shall call for 
ratification at the nest regular general election." And this proposed commit. 
tee recommendation would give them the flexibility of passing a legislation tc 
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provide for special election. For inst'ance, the event that Con Con I11 is 
held in an off election year, they will: have the option of making a special 
election for the consideration of any amendments'as soon as the Constitutiona 
Convention is finished. rather than waiting .. . . another year for the regular gener 

- .. 
election. . L . :- .$:- .- 

p .' 
Delegate Mafnas: I have no objection if we are not going to spendafour hours 
debating it. , . 

President H. Guerrero: Is there unanimous consent to suspend the Rules to 
consider this? It was defeated yesterday but he's asking for unanimous conse: 

( for its reconsideration. Committee Recommendation No. 16, for the infornatio: I of the members. 

I ' Delegate: Commit,tee ~ecommendation No. 16) I 
President H. Guerrero: Yes. Somebody gave a notice two days ago, three days 
ago to reconsider it and it was defeated last night. Again, he asking for a 
consent for reconsideration. 

Delegate Torres: Mr. President? 

President H. Guerrero: Yes. 

1 Delegate Torres: C3uld Colleague Nabors briefly explain the reason behind it I 

Delegate Nabors:   hank you, Mr. President. As presently worded, the provisic 
is unclear. The Constitution is unclear as to whether the Lesislature could 
postpone ratification for more than two years. That is past more than one 
general election. Another potential problem is raised when an amendment by 
popular initiative is certified only shortly before the general election and 
the Legislature is unable or failed to enact legislation or postponed the rat: 
fication to a later date. The proposal that I would like to bring forth is a 
proposed amendment to the Constitution shall be submitted to the voters for 
ratification at the next general election that is held at least 60 days after 
the amendment is proposed or at a special election established by law. Cur- 
tently, it is permissive. 

president H. Guerrero: Delegate King? 

Delegate King: Mr. President, I believe it is not necessary to be placed in 
the Constitution because if the Legislature is going to come up with the law 
before the ten years for next constitutional amendment, I believe that they 
will put it in the law, in the statute when they are going to have or when the 
people is going to ratify the amendment. So I believe it is very understood 
that it is not necessary because we will go over with the law, the bill beforr 
they are going to pass it into law.. 

President H. Guerrero: So is your 'statement an objection? 

Delegate King: Yes. 

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Nabors, your request for consideration canno' 
be entertained. 

Delegate Nabors: Thank you, Mr. President. 

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Guerrero? 
- - -  -.__._ --.--.- . . --_ .. . ..--- .-I -.I-... 1%._ -. *. ._- 
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D e l e g a t e  DL.  G u e r r e r o :  J u s t  b e f o r e  w e  go down t o  t h e  n e x t  o r d e r  o f  b u s i n e s s ,  
I would a l s o  l i k e  t o  a s k  t h e  u n a n i r n o u s ~ c o n s e n t ~ o f  t h e  Conven t ion  t o  a l l o w  t h e  
c o r m i t t e e  t o  recommend o r  t o  i n t r o d u c e  one o f  t h e  c o m ~ i t t e e ' s  recoini ief idat ions  
which  we f e e l  i s  i m p o r t a n t  a t  l e a s t  f o r  F i r s t  Reading  i n  t h i s  C o n v e n t i o n .  Anc 
t h e  r e a s o n  b e h i n d  t h e  d e l a y  o f  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i s s u e  i s  b e c a u s e  o f  ck,e e x t e n -  
s i v e  r e s e a r c h  t h a t  w e  made on t h i s  recoqinenr2ation. 

D e l e g a t e  King: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  c a n  I g e t  a  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  from y o u ? '  Did you 
s t a t e  o u t  t h a t  t h i s  recommendat ion was d e f e a t e d ?  

~ r e s i d = n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  The r e q u e s t  f o r  unanimous c o n s e n t  t o  suspend  t h e  Rules 
t o  r e c a l l  Committee Reccmmendation No. 1 6 ,  s i n c e  you o b j e c t e d ,  i t  c a n n o t  b e  
e n t e r t a i n e d .  And s i n c e  i t  r e q u i r e s  two d a y s  n o t i c 2 , ' L t  j u s t  c a n ' t  be e n t e r L  
t a i n e d .  We ' re  f i n i s h e d  by tomorrow. . . .  

! D e l e g a t e  Mazglona: Ques t ion ,  I s n ' t  D e l e g a t e  Nab.orsl  c o n c e r n  a d d r e s s e d  a ' l ' r e a c  
i n  t h e  C o n q i t t e e  Recommendation No. 1 6 ?  D e l e g a t e  Nabor s?  

/ D e l e a a t e  King: Y e s ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  he  f o r g o t .  
I 

D e l e q a t e  T e n o r i o :  I t h o u g h t ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  t h a t  you s t a t e d  t h a t  C o r n i t t e e  

I Recommendation No. 16  was d e f e a t e d .  

I I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  I t  was y e s t e r d a y ,  b u t  he i s  a s k i n g  t o d a y  a g a i n  f o r  

] unanimous c o n s e n t  t o  suspend  t h e  R u l e s  t o  r e c o n s i d e r  i t .  
I ( D e l e q a t e  Nabors:  M r .  ' P r e s i d e n t ,  l e t ' s  move on t o  a n o t h e r  i t e m .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  I t ' s  a l r e a d y  a  dead  i s s u e .  L e t  me c l a r i f y .  I t  i s  not 
d e f e a t e d .  I t  i s  t h e  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  Committee Recommendation 1 6  t h a t  i s  

( d e f e a t e d  o r  was d e f e a t e d  y e s t e r d a y .  
I I D e l e g a t e  Nabors:  Thank you .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  I ' m  s o r r y  f o r  t h e  c o n f u s i o n .  D e l e g a t e  ~ u e ' r r e r o  h a s  t i  
f l o o r .  Is t h e r e  unanimous c o n s e n t  t o  suspend  t h e  R u l e s  s o  w e  c a n  go back  t o  
Committee Recommendations? 

~ e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  Q u e s t i o n .  

D e l e g a t e  DL. G u e r r e r o :  I j u s t  want  t o  go back  t o  I t e m  ( G ) ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  a s  
p e r  y o u r  i n s t r u c t i o n .  

D e l e q a t e  Mafnas:  B e f o r e  I c o n s e n t ,  was t h a t  r e p o r t  p r e p a r e d  w h i l e  you w e r e  
n o t  h e r e ?  

/ D e l e q a t e  DL. G u e r r e r o :  I t  i s  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  commi t t ee .  

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  I have no o b j e c t i o n ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Can I a s k  f i r s t ,  Chairman G u e r r e r o ,  t o  go up t o  ( F )  
f i r s t  b e f o r e  w e  t o u c h  ( 9 )  and  s u b m i t  t h a t  f o r  t h e  C h a i r  t o  a c c e p t  f i r s t  b e f o r c  
t h e  F i r s t  Reading  i s  done?  

D e l e g a t e  DL. G u e r r e r o :  Wel l ,  I ' l l  r e p o r t  i t ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  I f  i t  i s  
a c c e p t e d  -- and t h a t ' s  t h e  r e a s o n  why I ' l l  i n t r o d u c e  i t  f o r  F i r s t  Reading .  
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President H. Guerrero: But can we go up to (F) first before we touch (G) so, 
for the record, we accept it? %. 

7 "  

Delegate DL. Guerrero: No objection. 

CONPIITTEE RECOL4IYENDATIONS / REPORTS 
'. .+ - - 

President H. Guerrero: .So, Chairman ~u&rero, do you have any cormittee 
report? 

Chairman DL. 'Guerrero: Yes, Mr:President. I do have a cornittee report at 
this time. I would like to ask the unanimous consent aqain to accept the - 

report of the Comiittee on Finance and Other Matters. 

I Delegate Maf nas : Point of information , Mr. President. 

President H. Guerrero: State y.our .point. 

/ Delegate Mafnas: I think the record reflects that Chairman Guerrero stated. , this morning that your committee does not have any report. 

I President H. Guerrero: He is retracting it. I 
I i Chairman DL. Guerrero: No, I said that I don't have.any written report other 
i than the resolutions from the four substantive committees. This afternoon I 
I have the committee's report which is an important report for this Convention. 
I 
I Delegate Mafnas: Now, it is very clear. 

Chairman DL. Guerrero: Now, Mr. President, may I now go down to Item (GI? 

1 President H. Guerrero: First, let me say that the Chair accepts. What is th 
number of that committee recommendation? 

Chairman DL. Guerrero: It was not numbered by the Typing Pool. , . 

President H. Guerrero: Excuse me. Let me just give you a number. Committee 
Recommendation No. 67. The Chair accepts Committee Recommendation No. 67. 

~eleg;t-e Mafnas: Question. That report must be very confidential; we don't 
have copies of it. 

President H. Guerrero: Can you read the introduction or the title? 

INTRODUCTION, FIRST READING AND REFERRAL OF PROPOSALS 

Chairman DL. Guerrero: Thank you very much. "A proposed constitutional amen 
ment to add a new section to Article X to require the Legislature to impose 
fees on employers for the employment of non-resident workers." Thank you. 

President H. Guerrero: Thank you. That is considered First Reading. Are yo 
asking also that it be put under the General Orders? 

Chairman DL. Guerrero: I would appreciate, Mr. President, if you can put it 
under the General Orders of the Day. 

Delegate Mafnas: No objection, Mr. President. That's easy to handle. 
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President H. Guerrero: Thank you. I endersta~d also that Delegate Torres 
yesterday asked for unanimous consent to put his Delegate Proposal No. 318 
that he introduced yesterday under the General Orders of the Day for today. 
So let's go down now to Introduction of Resolutions. 

. .. . .. 
. . -  :. .$ ' .. 

Delegate Manglona: Mr. .President, befQ2e we go there, I just have a point of 
information. 

, , 

President H. -Guerrero: State your point. 

Delegate Manglona: Okay, for the record, on Committee Recommendation No. 16, 
we give the flexibility there of the ratir'ication or', amendments to special . 
election. However, on Article X V I I I  there are certain provisionsthere in.. 
other subsections which should also as a res.ult of Committee Recomrnendati-ori..N 
16 be amended to be consistent yith. Cormittee Reco~dnendation No. 16.. 1 hel.1.e 
this is just a technical matter. But so that we don't have conflicting sub-. 
sections in the future, I think the Convention should look into this matter. 
For example, on Section No. 4, subsection (b), there's a sentence there that 
reads: "The proposed amendments shall be submitted for ratification 'to the 
voters at the next regular general election with or without legislative - '  . 

approval." This will be in conflict with Committee .Recommendation No. 16 . 

which was passed by this Convention. So,, again this'is a technical matter 
which we should just go and change to conform with this ccmmittee recommenda- 
tion. 

Delegate Nabors: Point of information, Mr. president. 

President H. Guerrero: State your point, Delegate Nabors. 

Delegate Nabors: The framers of the First Constitution do not want us to dea 
with inconsistencies, then let the record show. 

Delegate Manqlona: In other words, we should deal with it, Delegate Nabors? 

I President H. Guerrero: Where are you? 

Delegate ~abois: There was an objection to dealing with it and I'm content 
to let the record stand. 

~resiient H. Guerrero: Delegate Mendiola? 

Delegate Mendiola: I think the Convention itself doesn't want to deal with i- 
The recommendation was that the reconsideration has been defeated. So, what 
Delegate Manglona is saying is out of order. - 

Delegate Manglona: I don't think we need the reconsideration. I'm just sayil 
that since the intent of this Convention is to allow for a ratification of 
amendment at an election other than regular election, then we should just go 
through this article and correct those areas where it does not allow for a 
special election. So, it's not calling back Committee Recommendation No. 16. 
It's just a matter of going back to the other sections and be consistent with 
the intent of this Convention. And I'm just asking everyone here for the 
approval, for the Chair maybe to be allowed that flexibility and go through 
those sections to be consistent with the intent of Committee Recommendation 
No. 16. 

President H. Guerrero: I'm sure the Chair doesn't want to without any direc- 
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tion. DO you mean you're asking me to make the correction with the new 
Constitution? 

I Delegate Nanglona: Because we made an amendment to Section 5, I think that 
other amendments should also be made to the other sections to conform with our 

1 amendment to Section 5. That's all, so that we can be consistent in this 
article. I'm saying this is just a technical matter that we should change in 
the other sections. 

President H. Guerrero: Which one are you referring to? No. That is only the 
Rules of Procedure but not. ... 

- 

. : I  . 

Delegate Mendiola: On this resolution that we are addressing his concerned .. 
too. 

Delegate Mendiola: Mr. President, I think you got a resolution that have to 
be introduced that will take care of the problem that Delegate Planglona is 
saying. 

Delegate Villanueva: I oppose that resolution. 

I Pfesident H. Guerrero: Well, let's go on with the Order of Business and when - 
I that time comes, we will pick it up. Yes,. Del.egate Guerrero? . . 

I 
I INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS AND REFERRALS . 

Delegate DL. Guerrero: At this time, I have two resolutions that I'd like to 
, offer, Mr. President. The first resolution, on behalf of the four substantive 

committees, and this is a resolution submitting to the Northern Marianas 
'Commonwealth Legislature certain delegate proposals which are deemed as appro- 
priate legislative matter and requesting the Legislature for their action 
thereon. The second resolution is authorizing and directing the President and 
the Secretary of the Convention to review and approve the summary and verbatim 
journals. Of course, those are introcued by Delegate Nabors, Delegate Mafnas, 
and as a whole. - +--. - 

- .  
- ci 

. I Delegate Mafnas: Thank you, Mr. Secretary. 

I President H. Guerrero: Can I request someone to read the other resolution? 

Delegate Nabors: A resolution to waive all defects as to form and procedure : 

in the adoption of recommendations of the Second Northern Mariana Islands 
Constitutional Convention. 

President 'H. Guerrero: Delegate Torres? 

Delegate Torres: I think I am very concerned about this as well as the other 
members. Could this be explained or elaborated because I'm not really too sur 
what this is trying to do? 

President H. Guerrero: Basically, it does not -- is it the last resolution , 

you are referring to? 

I Delegate Torres: Yes. 

President H. Guerrero: The resolution itself does not touch the contents of 
the proposals that have been passed by this Convention. All it does is that 
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to protect ourselves in the future that sometimes the Chair or prcbably other 
members made a mistake on procedural matter, like sometimes we vote, somebody 
calls for a previous question or a debate and we're voting already on the 
substance without anybody realizing what happens. So instead of going back t 
the journals since we don't have all the journals at this time it's suggested 
that probably in the best interest so nobody can come back and challenqe the 
adoption of any of the de'legate proposals, excuse me, the cornittee recommend 
tions at a future date on point of technicality, but we are not touching any 
of the contehts as adopted by the members. Is that clear? 

I President H. Guerrero: No change. No change in the content. 

- I Delegate Torres: Right. You will not even make a grammatical correctibn?.I$ 

I that -- do I take it to mean that way? . . . a 

President H. Guerrero: No. Just a minute. Delegate Villagonez? 

i Delegate: If a committee pro2osal is very extensively discussed ' 

and there are motions for amendments and other motions and everything elseis 
! done except the adoption of the committee reco~mendation, under this resolu-, I 
1 tion, does the Chair have the authority to determine that it was adopted base 
i on the other motions and discussions and then make the chanqe to make that' 
I committee recommendation be deemed as adopted by the convention? 
i I President H. Guerrero: Basically, yes. 
I 1 Delegate Villagomez: I oppose this resolution. 
I 
I Delegate Mendiola: Mr. President, I think we are under Introduction of Reso- 
1 lutions. Can we reserve the discussion until we get to the proper order? 
I 

I President H. Guerrero: Okay.. We don't have any unfinished business. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

- I None 

.. 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY 

President H. Guerrero: Under Special Orders of the Day, Delegate Torres gave 
a notice and asked for unanimous consent of that one as well as Committee 
Recommendation 65 for consideration. 

Delegate Villanueva: I move for two-minute recess. 

I Delegate Nabors seconded the motion. 

President H. Guerrero: Three minutes recess. 

I The Convention recessed at 7:04 p.m. 

I RECESS 

I The Convention reconvened at 7:10 p.m. 
.. _-___ --.-__ __.__._.._...._ .__-_---..----a. ----A I- _-. 
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P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  The s e s s i o n  i s  a a l l e d  b~ack t o  o r d e r .  D e l e g a t e  
. . 

G u e r r e r o ?  .. .. 

D e l e g a t e  DL. G u e r r e r o :  , M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  a r e  w e  s t i l l  unde r  I n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  I 

R e s o l u t i c n s ?  I have  two r e s o l u t i o - n s  here. ' .khat I would l i k e  t o  i n t r o d u c e  t h i s  1 
e v e n i n g .  The f i r s t  r e s o l u t i o n  i s '  &xpressi ' ; lg a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  t h e  A t t o r n e y  
G e n e r a l ,  A s s i s t a n t  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l s  f o r ' - t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  provided,  t o . t h e  Con- 
v e n t i o n .  The n e x t  r e s o l u t i o n  i s  a. r e s o l u t i o n  e x p r e s s i n g  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  t h e  i 
Governor ,  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  Branch Depar tment  Heads,  t h e  Speake r  o f  t h e  House o f  ' 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  f o r  t h e  s u p p o r t  p r o v i d e d  t o  t h e  1 

I Conven t ion ,  and t h e y  may be i n t r o d u c e d  by t h e  Committee o f  t h e  Whole. I 
. , 1 

D e l e g a t e  Mendio la :  I have  no  o b j e c t i o n  i f  w e  go one  by one  t o  a s k  f o r  u n a n i -  1 
mous c o n s e n t .  But  i f  a l l  a t  one t i m e  I w i l l  o b j e c t .  . .I 

- I 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Thank you, W e  a r e  on (K). y e 8 s t e r d a y ,  I f o r g o t  t o  
. i n c l u d e  Committee Recoiiunendztion No. 6 4  i n  t h i s  l i s t i n g .  I was c o n f u s e d .  

. . I A .  1 t y r o t e  i t  down b u t  it was n o t  e n t e r t a i n e d .   here was a  move y e s t e r d a y  t o  as& . I  . . 

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Under o u r  p r o c e d u r i s ,  it i s  n o t  by unanimous c o n s e n t  , 

I b u t  by m a j o r i t y  v o t e s .  Can I g e t  a show o f  hand s o  w e  c a n  e n t e r t a i n  55 ,  64 ,  , 
1 6 5  and 271 . Y e s ,  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas? . 8 

I i 

f o r  unanimous c o n s e n t  t o  s u s p e n d ' t h e . ~ u l e s  o f  P r o c e d u r e  t o  e n t e r t a i n  t hes ' e  
f o u r  measu res  t o d a y .  Can I have  a  show o f  hand t h a t  d o e s  n o t  have  any  o b j e c ~  
t i o n ,  I mean, o n  Committee Recommendation Nos. 57 ,  6 4 ,  65 and  27? 

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I was t h e  one  who gave  n o t i c e  l a s t  n i g h t  on  
Committee Recommendation 65 f o r  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  I a p p r e c i a t e  i f  you w i l l  
d e l e t e  t h a t  f rom y o u r  l i s t .  

' 

1 P r e s i d e n t  H .  P r e s i d e n t :  So a r e  you w i t h d r a w i n g  i t ?  

I 

i ( D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  Y e s .  
. I 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  So now t h e y  a r e  55 ,  64 and  27. Can I have  a  show o f  
hand f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ?  

Delegate: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I t h i n k  nobody a s k e d  f o r  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n   of^ 
No. 2 7 .  I . 
P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Ogumoro gave  t h a t  n o t i c e  y e s t e r d a y .  

i 
I 
I I D e l e g a t e  Mendio la :  She a s k e d  f o r  unanimous c o n s e n t  and  I o b j e c t e d  y e s t e r d a y .  / 
! 

I P r e s i d e n t . H .  G u e r r e r o :  She d i d  a s k .  I 

D e l e g a t e  Ogumoro: Y e s ,  and  I a l s o  gave  n o t i c e  on  t h e  s u s p e n s i o n  o f  t h e  R u l e s  [ 
t o  c o n s i d e r  t h a t .  

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  She gave  n o t i c e ,  I r e c a l l .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  She d i d  g a v e  n o t i c e .  

D e l e g a t e  Ogumoro: May I p l e a s e  e x p l a i n  why I would l i k e  t h a t  t o  be  r econ-  k 
s i d e r e d ?  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Ogumoro? 



D e l e g a t e  Oqumoro: I f  we m a i n t a i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  l a n g u a g e  o f  C o r m i t t e e  Reccmnen- 
d a t i o n  No.-27,  we a r e  goin.g t o  , a s  D e l e g a t e - , L e e  a lways  s a y ,  d i s e n f r a n c h i s e  
n o t  j u s t  U.S. c i t i z e n s ,  non-Northern ~ a r i a n a s ' d e s c e n t  b u t  w e  a r e  a l s o  g o i n g  t o ,  
t a k e  away t h e  v o t i n g  r i g h t  o f  some o f  o u r  N o r t h e r n  ~ f a r i a n a s  d e s c e n t  U . S .  c i t i -  
z e n s .  So f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n ,  I am begg ing  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  ' t o  p l e a s e  r e c o n s i d e r  o u r .  
d e c i s i o n  o r  t o  have  u s  r e c o n s i d e r  t h i s ,  measure-.. 

. . .  .. .+.' . 
\ >l 

D e l e g a t e  Vi l lagoinez :  I o b j e c t  and I have a  G;epared s p e e c h  t o  p r e s e n t  o z  t h e  
l a s t  day  o f  t h i s  Convent ion  b e f o r e  w e . a d j o u r n ,  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  t h e  r e a s o n s  v7hy 
i t  i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  w e  m a i n t a i n  t h e  amendment a s  h a s  been p a s s e d  bn 
Second Reading.  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  She gave  n o t i c e  y e s t e r d a y ,  s o . 2 7 ,  we need a  m z j o r i t y  
v0t.e i r '  i t ' s  t o  be c o n s i d e r e d .  So s h e ' s  s t i l l  i n  o r d e r .  , I mean, i n  t e r m s  o f  I 
t h e .  s u s p e n s i o n  o f  Ru les  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h i s  one .  So we need '  t o  v o t e  on t h e  s u s -  
p e n s i o n  o f  Ru les  whe the r  t o  e n t e r t a i n  t n i s  o n e .  . 

. . . .  I .... 

D e l e g a t e  Mendiola:  And by s u s p e n d i n g  t h a t  r u l e ,  how many v o t e s  d o e s  i t  need  - 
t o  suspend  t h e  r u l e ?  I t h i n k  i t ' s  t w o - t h i r d s  o r  t h r e e - f o u r t h s .  

. 
D e l e g a t e  Mendiola:  Under what  r u l e  i s  t h a t ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ?  . . . . .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  She gave  n o t i c e  t h a t  unde r  Rule  66 ,  s h e  gave  a o n e - d a y .  
n o t i c e  t o  suspend  Rule  5 1 ( c )  y e s t e r d a y .  

P r e s i d e n t  H.. G u e r r e r o :  I b e l i e v e  i t  j u s t  n e e d s  a  m a j o r i t y ,  s i m p l e  m a j o r i t y  
v o t e .  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas? 

. 

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  S h a l l  w e  d e c i d e  whe the r  w e  s h o u l d  r e c o n s i d e r  57? 

P r e s i d e n t  H.  G u e r r e r o :  Okay. 

D e l e g a t e  Ogumoro: 27. I 
P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  5 7 ?  

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas : .  Yes. I t  i s  l i s t e d  on t h e  S p e c i a l  O r d e r s .  

D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s ?  

D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  I b e l i e v e  I was t h e  one  who gave  n o t i c e  f o r  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
and  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  I ' d  l i k e  t o  r e i t e r a t e  t h a t  I l i k e  women and t h e r e f o r e ,  I I 
w i l l  w i thd raw t h a t  r e q u e s t .  I 
P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  T h e r e f o r e ,  w e  a r e  g o i n g  t o  e n t e r t a i n  64. The C h a i r  1 
f o r g o t  t o  i n c l u d e  64 t h a t  was moved by D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s .  Would you g i v e  your  i 
r a t i o n a l e  why w e  s h o u l d  v o t e  t o  r e c o n s i d e r  6 4 2  

D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  The o n l y  r e a s o n  t h a t  I would l i k e  f o r  t h i s  t o  be  r e c o n s i d e r e !  
i s  t h a t  I t h i n k  when we v o t e d  on t h e  amendment t o  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  p r o p o s a l ,  we : 

f a i l e d  t o  i n c l u d e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  and  w e  a l s o  f a i l e d  
t o  i n c l u d e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  non-pub l i c  s c h o o l s ,  a  s t u d e n t  a s  w e l l  a s  a 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  T e a c h e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  a t  l e a s t  a s  non-vo t ing  e x  o f f i c i o  
members o f  t h e  b o a r d .  I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  boa rd  w i l l  b e  e l e c t e d  a t  l a r g e .  So 
t h a t  i s  r e a l l y  my o n l y  r a t i o n a l e  and a t  t h e  same t i m e  t o  e n t e r t a i n  t h e  i d e a  o f  
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making the Departnent of Education or the Elementary/Secondary Education as 
well as the Institution of Higher Education more independent. 

I President H. Guerrero: Are you ready to vote? 

I The motion to recall Committee Recommendation No. 64 for consideration 

1 was carried by a raising of hands vote of 10 for and two against the motion. 

president H. Guerrero: The motion is carried. Committee Recomnendation No. 
64 is now ready to be entertained. This is for Second and Final Reading. 
Delegate Torres? 

Delegate Torres: .Yes, on.the principal proposal, there was an amendment . 
regarding the Board of Education. The only thing that I would like to insert 
the language that I would like to insert is that "three memb.ers shall be . . ' .  1 ' appointed by the Governor as ex officio members of the Board of Education. Ont 
member from a representative of the non-public schools, one member shall be. a I student, and one member a representative of the public school teachers." . 

I 
1 President H. Guerrero: Are these non-voting members? 

I Delegate Torres: They are all non-voting ex officio members. 
I i President H. Guerrero: Do you have that down in writing? 
i 

i Delegate Torres: No, but I could .... 
1 Delegate Mafnas: No objection. 

President H. Guerrero: Where are you inserting that? Can you repeat your 
statement again? 

Delegate Torres: The amendment that we passed last night regarding the Board 
of Education, the amendment which Delegate Nabors and I co-sponsored. Could 
we have a two-minute recess so that we can put it in writing? 

Delegate Villanueva: No objection. 

President H. Guerrero: Two minutes recess. 

The Convention recessed at 7:30 p.m. 

RECESS 

The Convention reconvened at'7:42 p.m. 

President H. Guerrero: The session is called back to order. In view of the 
lateness of the Convention, we've been going on not even a dinner break and 
some of the members are tired, it h.as been suggested to suspend all the order2 
of the day and go down to either announcements or adjournment until tomorrow, 
so we can convene tomorrow at nine o'clock. 

Acting Floor Leader Mendiola: I so move. 

Delegate Mafnas: Mr. President, on miscellaneous before announcements. 

Delegate DL. Guerrero: Mr. President, I appreciate the concern, of course, 
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about the tiresome of the members of this Convention but I will agree provide, 
that at least please entertain Committee Recommendation No. 6 7  as First 
Reading so if we have to kill it tomorrow we can kill it or we can slaughter 
it the way that Mr. Nzbors is just more or less showing this evening. 

President H. Guerrero: It will be entertained under the General Orders of thi 
Day tomorrow. 

Delegate-DL. Guerrero: Yes, but it requires two reading and if we don't take 
it up today then automatically it will defeat the purpose. 

Delegate Mafnas: We will have two rezdings tomorrow. On miscellaneous, what 
are we having tomorrow, Mr. President? Tomorrow is the last day. May we 
celebrate ourselves? 

President H. Guerrero: Basically, where we are tomorrow is to finish 6 4  and 
27  if it's decided to vote them and then entertain the deleqate proposal tha~t 
was mentioned by ~elegate Torres and Delegate Guerrero unde; the-~eneral Orde: 
of the Day. And then after that, we would like to take up the final packaginc 
of the Convention. That's why I would like to meet with the Committee on - 
Organizations and Procedures tomorrow morning to go over the ptoposals. It- 
has been typed in the final version but in terms of how we are going to packa.5 
it, we'd like to discuss that tomorrow. And that's about it other than pro- 
bably somebody recommend that we should have 'a signing ceremony to sign off' or 
this one and invite the Governor and the Presiding Officers of the Legislature 
so we can officially at least transmit the English version around seven 
o'clock. Does anybody have suggestions? ~elegate Guerrero? 

Delegate DL. ~uerrero: Mr. President, since we are completing our Convention 
assignment tomorrow, and as you just mentioned that there will be a ceremonia: 
more or less for the signing of the Convention or sign off of the Convention, 
I would like to suggest that perhaps maybe in the evening we should have our 
own more or less function to have a reception probably and each of the delegat 
would contribute at least $20 for this event for tomorrow evening and we can 
cater it out to some people that could do or cook some food for us as well as 
some drinks, of course, we can buy. 

I President H. Guerrero: Yes, that's a good suggestion. And the Chair in term: 
of going over the Order of Business would like to limit the debate with just 
one hour for each and not more so we can go with the, if we complete all of ii 
I hope that we complete it before at least late afternoon. Delegate Nzbors? 

I Delegate Nabors: Miscellaneous? 

President H. Guerrero: We are still on Miscellaneous. 

- I Delegate Nabors: Thank you. Mr. President, I want to go on record of 
expressing my displeasure at the fact that the Chief Executive has not providc 
any reception for this distinguished body either at the opening or at the 
middle and now we are at the end. And I want the record to show that I con- 
sider it in bad taste. Thank you. 

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Kaipat? 

I Delegate Kaipat: Mr. President, I was about to say the same thing. 

I President H. Guerrero: I believe there are some people who have mentioned 
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w h e t h e r  t h e y  l i k e  t o  c o n d u c t  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t  b u t  t h e y  f e l t  t h a t  i t  n i g h t  
be  i n  bad  t a s t e  t o  d o  it t h a t  t h e y  m i g h t  t r y  t o  c o n v i n c e  t h e  d e l e g a t e s ,  t h e  
i d e a  t h a t  t h e y  m i g h t  be  t r y i n g  t o  sway t h e i r  v o t e s  o r  i n  t e r n s  o f  o t h e r  t h i n g  
So ,  I d o n ' t  know a b o u t  t h e  Governor  b u t  I ' v e  h e a r d  some b u s i n e s s m e n  t a l k i n g  
a b o u t  i t  and  t h e y  d e c i d e d  n o t  t o  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  a p p e a r  t h a t  t h e y  
m i g h t  be  b u y i n g  v o t e s  o r  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  

D e l e g a t e  Nabors :  C a l l  a  m e e t i n g  i n  T i n i a n  and  w e  w i l l  show you h o s p i t a l i t y .  

P r e s i d e n t  H S e G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Manglona? 

D e l e g z t e - M a n g l o n a :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I b e l i e v e  I r e c e i v e d  a  l e t t e r  f rom t h e  
Governor  when I i n v i t e d  him t o  t e s t i f y  on  a n  i s s u e  a n d  t h a t ' s  e x a c t l y  t h e  
p o i n t ;  h e  d o e s  n o t  w a n t  t o  a p p e a r  l i k e  i n f l u e n c i n g  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  o f  t h e  d e l e -  
g a t e s .  Thank you .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t ?  

D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  I would l i k e  t o  a s k  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Fa i r s t  c o n s t i t u ' t . 2 6 n .  
a1  C o n v e n t i o n  w h a t  happened  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n .  Did  t h e  p e o p l e  " 

d o n a t e  $ 2 0  t o  have  a  p a r t y ?  

D e l e q a t e  DL. G u e r r e r o :  Y e s ,  i n  r e s p o n d  t o  t h a t ,  t h e r e  was a  r . e c e p t i o n  t h a t  
was h e l d  by t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  and  o f  c o u r s e  o t h e r  c o n t r i b u t i o n ,  i n  k i n d  c o n t r i - b u .  
t i o n  l i k e w i s e  was r e c e i v e d .  So a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r ,  o r  t h e  Second  Con Con, we 
know t h a t  t h e  f u n d  i s  v e r y  l i m i t e d  and  I - b e l i e v e  i t ' s  a good g e s t u r e  on ou r .  
p a r t  a s  members o f  t h i s  C o n v e n t i o n  t h a t  we s h o u l d  a t  l e a s t  f o r  o u r s e l v e s  a g r e i  
o f  t h e  amount  t h a t  we s h o u l d  c o n t r i b u t e  f o r  t h i s  f u n c t i o n .  B u t  t h a t  was o n l y  
a s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  $ 2 0  a p i e c e  o r  $ 2 0  p e r  d e l e g a t e  would c e r t a i n l y  h e l p  t h e  
e v e n t  t h a t  w e  a re  g o i n g  t o  h a v e  tomorrow e v e n i n g .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  T h a t ' s  t r u e ,  w e  d o n ' t  h ave  t h e  money. W e  a re  n o t  
p r i v i l e g e d  t h i s  t i m e  a r o u n d  w i t h  o t h e r  money t o  p l a y  w i t h .  B u t  i f  w e  a re  o n  
s c h e d u l e  and  I a s k  t h a t  members be c o n s c i o u s  when t h e y  a r e  a s k i n g  q u e s t i o n s  
tomorrow and  w r i t e  t h e i r  q u e s t i o n s  t o n i g h t  o r  t h i n k  a b o u t  it t o n i g h t  s o  w e ' l l  
b e  f i n i s h e d  w i t h  t h e  O r d e r  o f  B u s i n e s s  a t  l e a s t .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  f i n i s h  i t ' a t  
a r o u n d  f o u r  o ' c l o c k  s o  it g i v e s  amp le  t i m e  a n d  e i t h e r  s t a r t s  a t  f i v e  o r  s i x  
o ' c l o c k  if we a r e  g o i n g  t o  h a v e  t h i s  f u n c t i o n .  

~ e l e ~ a t e  V i l l a n u e v a :  Q u e s t i o n ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  V i l l a n u e v a ?  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l a n u e v a :  Would t h e  Gove rno r  s p o n s o r i n g  a  r e c e p t i o n ,  o r  any  k i n d  
o f  g e t - t o g e t h e r  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a p u b l i c  p u r p o s e  s i n c e  w e  a r e  d i s c u s s i n g  p u b l i c  
p u r p o s e  h e r e ?  . . 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  H i s  q u e s t i o n  i s  w h e t h e r  i f  t h e  Gove rno r  i s  p r o v i d i n g  
a r e c e p t i o n  o r  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s ,  a  p a r t y ,  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ,  i s  t h a t  :, 

, .. c o n s i d e r e d  a p u b l i c  p u r p o s e ?  
. , . .  

D e l e g a t e  I g i t o l :  Y e s .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  I s  i t ?  

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Yes ,  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas .  
--------..-----.-. . - - -.. . ...- - . --- &A. .- 
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D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  The former  t h r e e  d e l e g a t i o n  cha i rmen  echoed  o r  t r i e d  t o  a s k  
t h e  Governor  t o  p r o v i d e  o r  have  a  r e c e p t i o n  p r i o r  t o  t h e  conven ing  o f  t h e  
Conven t ion  and he  was k i n d  o f  r e l u c t a n t  b e c a u s e  he  d i d n ' t  want  any  i m p l i c a t i o  
t h a t ,  you know, h e  w i l l  i n f l u e n c e  o r  t r y  t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  d e l e g a t e s .  And I 
r e s p e c t  him f o r  t h a t .  I a g r e e d  w i t h  him t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  imp ly  t h a t  
t h a t  was t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  r e c e p t i o n .  Now, w e  a r e  coming t o  t h e  end  o f  thl  
Conven t ion ,  p r o b a b l y  he  w i l l  be  r e c e p t i v e  b e c a u s e  w e  w i l l  b e  c o n c l u d i n g  o u r  
d e c i s i o n s  on  p r o p o s a l s .  With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  $ 2 0 ,  maybe w e  s h o u l d  make it $ 2 5  
m u l t i p l y - t h a t  by 2 4  members, it w i l l  come up t o  $ 7 0 0  and  c h i p  i n  and  i f  you 
c a n  c a t e r  i t .  

D e l e g a t e  Mendio la :  No o b j e c t i o n .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r h r o :  I f  t h e  w i s h e s  o f  t h e  Conven t ion ,  I c a n  check  w i t h  t h e  
Governor  t o  see w h e t h e r  he  w a i t s  t o  h o s t  it. D e l e g a t e  Cing?.  I. . .  - . . 

-9: I would l i k e  t o  men t ion  t h a t  I a g r e e  w i t h  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas .  w c  
c a n  c o n t r i b u t e  $ 2 5  i f  w e  c a n  and  t h i s  i s  t o  s h a r e  my g e n e r o s i t y  o f  t h i s  hona- 

1 r a r i u m  p e r  diem t o  my f e l l o w  c o l l e a g u e s .  

I D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  A r e  you c o n t r i b u t i n g  $ 5 0  t h s n ?  

/ p r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Is t h a t  a g r e e a b l e '  t o  t h e  members? Y e s ,  D e l e g a t e  Limer 
I 
i I D e l e g a t e  Limes: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I hope we a r e  n o t  c h a r g i n g  a l s o  t h e  s t a f f  ..... 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Not o n l y  t h e  s t a f f  and  a t  l e a s t  f o r  t h e  media  and  t h e  
a s s i s t a n t  c o u n s e l s .  

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  W e  a l s o  have  n i g h t l y  o b s e r v a n t s  back  h e r e .  

I Delegate: L e t  them be  o u r  s p e c i a l  g u e s t s .  

I (App lause )  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  So w e  have  some th ing  and  w e  have  a  s i g n i n g  ceremony 
a r o u n d  s e v e n  o ' c l o c k .  D e l e g a t e  V i l l agomez ,  a r e  you s h a k i n g  your  head?  

~ e l e ~ a t e  V i l l agomez :  No. 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  So ,  w e ' l l  g i v e  t h e  s e c r e t a r i e s  t h e  t i m e  t o  t y p e  e v e r y -  
t h i n g  up  by tomorrow and w e  w i l l  j u s t  a d o p t  it and  have  eve rybody  s i g n  o f f  
tomorrow n i g h t .  I f  no o b j e c t i o n ,  t h e n  t h a t ' s  t h e  way w e  a r e  g o i n g  t o  be  and  
we w i l l  i n v i t e  t h e  P r e s i d i n g  O f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  and  t h e  Governor  a n d  
t h e  L t .  Governor .  

- I D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  One l a s t  q u e s t i o n ,  i f  I may? 

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Y e s ,  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas .  

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  J u s t  t o  s a t i s f y  my c u r i o s i t y  and  D e l e g a t e  V i l l agomez  may 
answer  t h i s  q u e s t i o n .  H e  h a s  been  w e a r i n g  h i s  s h a d e s  s i n c e  t h i s  morning  o r  
r a t h e r  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n ,  d i d  h e  have  b l a c k  e y e ?  What happened?  H e  r e f u s e d  t o  
have  e y e  c o n t a c t .  

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  I t  s o r t  o f  b o t h e r s  m e  whole  day  i f  I l o o k  back .  
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Delegate Villagomez: Mr. President, I have three prescription glasses--one 
dark, one clear, and one in between. (Laughter) One stays in my house, one 
stays in my car and one stays in my pick-up truck. Over the weekend my truck 
has been used to take food to the house of the dead relative and somehow my 
glzsses disappeared so I 'have to use the one from my house. 

I I President H.* Guerrero: Delegate Villagomez, I'm not wearing my contact today 
so I caneat see very well back there. But for some reasons, you're wearing I dark glasses, sort of I feel rather uncomfortable because I can't see your 
eyes. (Laughter) And if I didn't see your hand very well when you raised it 
or anyone back there, I apologize but I'm not wearing my contact. I forgot 1 my contacts this morning. Yes, Delegate Reyes? 

I 
Delegate Reyes: Thank you, Mr. President. Although I am very happy that ' . .  / Corninittee Recommendation No. 19 has been passed, I'd like to apologize to all 

I the delegates for taking altogether an excess of seven houri of debate, but.i 
a way, I'm glad that this is how much time it takes for us to be satisfied 1 with our fuiure economy. Thank you. 

I 

I 
: Delegate Mafnas: I give notice to recall that. I 

(Laughter) 

1 Delegate Manglona: Mr. President? 
I 

I President H. Guerrero: Delegate Manglona. 
i 
1 Delegate Manglona: Yes, along the same line with Delegate Reyes, I have this I 
I to say. Certain members of this Convention agreed that if a foreign investor 
i confronts a citizen of the Northern Marianas descent regarding obtaining an 
1 interest on his land, especially if land alienation is terminated the person 
I does not have the sophistication to deal with the investor. They worry that 
1 the land owner might jump at a deal which his college graduated son might 
1 regret later. However, at the same time this certain individuals agreed that 

at the instant the investor informs the land owner that a condominium is stil 
to be built, the land owner immediately,becomes enlightened and becomes sophi 
ticated to be unscrupulous himself. If a condominiun is to be built, the lan( 
owner becomes an expert in land dealings immediately. We don't have to pro- 
tect the land owner if it has something to do with condominium. Thank you. 

I 1 President H. Guerrero: Delegate Torres? 

Delegate Torres: Along similar lines, I also want to express my disappoint- 
ment that-while we would like or we would think that we would like to protect 
our people, we, on the other hand, would like to also not to protect them so 
that we can gain more profits ourselves. I think this is really bad. I thin 
it's really a mockery of what we've been struggling for to protect ourselves 
against unscrupulous investors. And I am very disappointed that this thing 
happen and I hope that history will judge those who are voicing opposition to 
making the land alienation provision a mockery. Thank you. 

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Kaipat? 

Delegate Kaipat: Thank you, Mr. President. Probably this will be my last 
speech. But I would like to state this that from my own observation, I think 
this body, this Convention had accomplished a lot for the people of the 
Commonwealth for the past thirty days or so and this will go down in the 
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Delegate Igitol: Mr. President, are we makiilg the last speech tsniyi~t or 
tomorror ? 

President H. Guerrero: Tomorrow, I assume. I'm trying to get the attention 
of Deiegate blezdiola to move for adjournment. 

Acting Floor Leader Mendidla: Mr. President, I'd like to move that ;.le adjour: 
until tomorrGw morning at nine o'clock. 

Delegate Mafnas seconded the motion. 

President H. ,Guerrero: Can we go on sharp and not Chamorro tine or local 
; ( time? 

- I  Acting Floor Leader Hendiola: Point of information. Tomorrow at eight I 
i o'clock because the Committee on Organizations and Procedures is meeting. ' . .  

. . . . 
. . 

President H. Guerrero:, The Committee on Organizations and procedures is 
meeting at eight o'clock and I ask that if the chairmen are not present, the 
vice chairmen to please attend. 

I Delegate Inos: Mr. President, can the Committee on organizations and Proce: 

/ dures start at seven so we can stzrt at eight? 

I 
I Delegate: No objection. 
i 1 President 8. Guerrero: Nine o'clock. 

I There being no further discussion, the motion to adjourn was carried by 
( voice vote. 

The Convention adjourned at 8 : 0 2  p.m. and to reconvene at 9:00 a.m., 
Monday, July 22, 1985. 

APPROVED : 

Herman T. Guerrero, President 
Northern Marianas Constitutional 
Convention 


