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SECOND CONSTITUTIOXAL CONVENTIG?~! 
o f  t h e  

NORTHERN FIARIANA I S L A N D S  
Conven t ion  H a l l  - House o f  Taga 

S a i p a n ,  CM 96950 

THIRTY-FOURTH DAY 

Sunday, J u l y  2 1 ,  1985 

I 
1 The-Second C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convent ion  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar iana  I s l a n d s  b 

c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  1 : 5 2  p.m., Sunday, J u l y  21,  1985 ,  a t  t h e  Conven t ion  H a l l  
House o f  Taga,  San V i c e n t e ,  S a i p a n ,  Commonwealth o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar iana  
I s l a n d s .  

I The Honorable '  Herman T. G u e r r e r o ,  P r e s i d e n t ,  p r e s i d e d .  

A moment o f  s i l e n t  p r a y e r  o r  m e d i t a t i o n  was o b s e r v e d .  

S e c r e t a r y  Nabors c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l ,  and 2 1  d e l e g a t e s  were p r e s e n t .  De le  
g a t e s  David . I g i t o l ,  J u a n  Lizama and  Maria  P a n g e l i n a n  were a b s e n t .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  W e  have  a  m a j o r i t y  and  a  quorum t o  c o n d u c t  t h e  Orde 
o f  B u s i n e s s .  The C h a i r  would l i k e  t o  a p p o i n t  D e l e q a t e  Mendio la  as t h e  A c t i  - - 

F l o o r  Leade r .  

ADOPTION OF JOURNALS 

/ P r e s i d e n t  H .  ~ u e r r e r o :  Yes,  D e l e g a t e  Mendio la?  

A c t i n g  F l o o r  Leade r  Mendiola:  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  move t o  a d o p t  t h e  
T h i r t y - T h i r d  D a y ' s  Summary J o u r n a l .  

1 '  

I 
1 D e l e g a t e  Mafnas seconded  t h e  mo t ion .  
i 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  I t  h a s  been  moved a n d  seconded  t o  a d o p t  t h e  T h i r t y -  I T h i r d  D a y ' s  Summary J o u r n a l  f o r  S a t u r d a y ,  J u l y  2Oth, 1985.  D i s c u s s i o n s ?  

I 
- 

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas? 

D e l e g a t e  Nabors :  Excuse m e ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  'I d o n ' t  seem t o  have  a copy o f  
Orde r  o f  B u s i n e s s  f o r  t h e  d a y .  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I t h i n k  i t ' s  s e l f - e x p l a n a t o r :  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it n e e d s  c l a r i f i c a t i o n .  

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  P e r h a p s  t h i s  is '  t h e  most a p p r o p r i a t e  t i m e ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  
t o  e x p l a i n  s o  t h a t  t h e  i n n o c e n t  v i c t i m s  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  c l a r i f y ,  t o  s t a t e  
t h e i r  ' r ea sons .  Thank you. I move f o r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n .  

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I would l i k e  t o  a s k  ~ e l e g a t e  Nabors t o  
c l a r i f y  h i s  s t a t e m e n t  h e r e  on t h e  s econd  page .  . 

I D e l e g a t e  Nabors  seconded .  

The re  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e  mo t ion  t o  a d o p t  t h e  T h i r t y - T h i r c  
Day ' s  Summary J o u r n a l  o f  S a t u r d a y ,  J u l y  20,  1985 ,  w a s  c a r r i e d  by v o i c e  v o t e  

P r e s i d e n t  H.  G u e r r e r o :  The Summary J o u r n a l  i s  a d o p t e d .  Y e s ,  D e l e g a t e  Mafni 

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  w i l l  you have  t h e  r e c o r d  t o  r e f l e c t  t h a t  
D e l e g a t e  I g i t o l  h a s  j u s t  t a k e n  h i s  s e a t ?  
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2ND CON CON J0UR:JAL -- 34th Day 
July 21, 1985 

I President H. Guerrero: Thank you. Good to have Delegate Igitol with us. 

I Deleqate Igitol: Good morning, everybody. 

( President H. Guerrero: The next item 02 ouq business is Communications. , there's no comment, we1-ll.move on to Committee Recommendations/Reports. Ch / man Guerrero? 

COMMUNICATIONS 

None 

I COMMITTEE RECOMNENDATIONS/REPORTS 
I ' Chairman DL. Guerrero: Mr. President, under the committee's report, of co I '  1 only have one point to report out this morning and that after we come do 

to Introduction of ~esolutions, I would like to introduce the resolutions 
behalf of the four substantive committees. And that's my report for this. 

f morning. 

I President H. Guerrero: Thank you. Any other reports? Vice Chairman islafn ! I "ice Chairman Mafnas: No report, Mr. president. 
I 
I 

i President H. Guerr~ro: Chairman Manglona? 

Chairman Manglona: Likewise, no report, Mr. President. 

I President H. Guerrero: Chairman King? 

Chairman King: No report, Mr. President. 

1 President H. Guerrero: We'll move on to Introduction, First Reading and 
Referral of Proposals. There is none, so we'll move on to Second and Fina 
Reading. 

I .. None 

SECOND AND FINAL READING 

President.H. Guerrero: Secretary Nabors, can you read Committee Recommend 
tion No. 19? 

Secretary Nabors: Thank you, Mr. President. Can I inquire? We have seve 
drafts and I don't know which one was discussed. Was it 55 years, or 60 y 

1 Acting Floor Leader Mendiola: The 60 years. 

President H. Guerrero: We're already with 60? 

Delegate Mafnas: The 55 years, Mr. President, was the last; the hand-writ 
amendment. 
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Secretary Nabors: Thank you, Mr. President. Committee Recommendation No. 
adopted, as amended, by the Committee of the Whole on July 10, 1985. 

"A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

"To amend Article SII, Section 3 to allow the sale and long-term lease of 
building above the first floor. 

"BE IT ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTI.ON: 

"Upon ratification pursuant to Section 5 of Article XVIII of the Commonwea 
of the ~orthern Mariana Islands Constitution and Public Law No. 4-30, the 
Constitution,of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana islands is amende 
to read as follows: 

* I "Effective upon ratification, Section 3 of Article XI1 is amended to read: 

"'Section 3: Permanent and Long-Term Interests in Real Property. Th 
term permanent and long-term interests in real property used' in Section 1 

i includes freehold interests and leasehold interests of more than 55 years 
including renewal rights, except an interest acquired above the first floo 
of a condomi~nium building. The market value of land in the Commonwealth s 

/ be professionally appraised and a copy provided to the land owner before, a 
1 sale or long term lease is executed regarding that land. Any land transac 
i in violation of this provision shall be void.'" 
I 

President H. Guerrero: Any motion to adopt it? 

I Acting Floor Leader Mendiola: Mr. President, I move that Recommendation N' 
19 be adopted on its Second and Final Reading. 

I Delegate Reyes seconded the motion. 
I 

I President H. Guerrero: It has been moved and seconded to adopt Committee 
Recommendation No. 19. Discussions? 

Delegate Mafnas: Recommendation, as amended, Mr. President. 

President H. Guerrero: Oh, as amended? We have not amended it for Second 
Final Reading. We have not amended it for Second and Final Reading yet. 1 
amended it during the Committee of the Whole but not for Second and Final 
Reading. 

Delegate Reyes: That's right. 

Delegate Torres: So the amended version then should reflect the 55 years 
should also reflect the elimination of a phrase which is the last portion ( 

that first sentence. 

Acting Floor Leader Mendiola: Mr..President, would you have the Secretary 
read the amended version for Second and Final Reading? 

Secretary Nabors: Thank you. This is a proposed floor amendment to Cornmi- 
Recommendation No. 19 to substitute a new Section 3 as follows, and this, ( 

course, is Committee Draft 2: 

" 'Section Permanent and Long-Term Interests in Real Property. 
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term permanent interest in real property used in Section 1 includes freeho 
interests. Long term interest means leasehold interests of more than slxt 
(60) years including renewal rights. ahe marbet value of land in the CoAm 
wealth shall be professionally appraisAd and cppy provided to the land o 
before any sale or long term lease is executed regarding that land. Any 1 
transaction in violation of this provisi~g shall be void."' 

'9' r 
s 

c t  

Maybe, if it is necessary, I will rerea'd the first sentence to make sure.. 

,'. 

President H. 'Guerrero: Would you like to recess and make copies of that f 
. the members? 

Delegate King: Point of clarification, Mr. President; 

I + President H. ~uerrero: State your point, Delegate King- 

I ~elegate King: I think that the first version that was read by Delegate 

I Nabors is the adopted, as amended, by the Committee of the Whole on July 1 
i 1985. 

Deleaate Nabors: That's correct. 

-Delegate King: So the last one that Delegate Nabors read is, I think, his 
proposed floor amendment. 

President H'. Guerzero: Is that the amendment you are offering, Delegate 
Nabors? 

Delegate Nabors: Yes, this is Committee Draft 2. 

President H. Guerrero: Let's have a five-minute recess. 

There being no objection, the Convention recessed at 2:05 p.m. 

RECESS 

The Convention reconvened at 2:13 p.m. 

President H. Guerrero: The session is called back to order. Delegate Nab . 
Secretary Nabors: Thank you, Mr. President. Committee Draft 2, proposed 
floor amendment on Committee Recommendation No. 19: 

"'Section 3. Permanent and Long-Term Interests In Real Property. Th 
term permanent interest in real property used in Section 1 includes freeho - - 

interests. Long term interest means leasehold interests of more than nin.e 
nine (99) years including renewal rights. The market value of land in the 
Commonwealth shall be professionally apprais.ed and a copy provided to the 
owner before any sale or long term.lease is executived regarding that land 
Any land transaction in violation of this provision shall be void.'" 

President H. Guerrero: There's a correction on that. It's not "more than 
ninety-nine years". It is "of not more than ninety-nine years". 

Secretary Nabors: If it isn't clear, we could modify it. But the meaning 
there is that long term interest of more than 99 years is a prohibited acq 
sition. Thank you. ---- - ---- -- --- - - . -. . _ ._ .. _- . . _ . .-- ---- -_- -- _- ._ _ _ a 
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Delegate Mafnas. seconded the motion. - 
qg ,+ 

President H. Guerrero: It has been mo$ed and'ieconded to adopt the floor 
amendment offered by, I guess, the co-minittee on Local Government. Discuss 

. . Delegate Guerrero? pi? .-& 
. s; g.8 r ,- 

Delegate DL. Guerrero: ,Yes, Mr. *~resid~ht, I just want to raise my concer 
really on this amendment whether this Gould enduce or entice the investors 
really on the concept of developing condominium as intended in most of the 
elaborations .or during the debates on this committee recommendation. I wc 
whether Delegate Nabors, since he proposed this floor amendment of 99 year 
could be very well taking that concern to be 69 years rather than 99. Prc 
ly, Delegate Nabors can enlighten me, you know, of his intent in order for 
to support this floor amendment, 

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Nabors? . 

Delegate Nabors: Thank you, Mr. President. This proposed amendment refle 
the sentiment expressed during the public hearing together with several di 
cussions with my fellow colleagues. I would like to have the record' show 
the sentiment expressed at the public hearing was that under the present 
arrangement, many individuals are executing 40-year .leases at a depressed 
value and or promising it at the same time to convey'title without any add 
tional payments should the law ever change. So in effect, what we have is 
current situation where outsiders are acquiring an automatic 80-year lease 
interest in property at a ,value of less than half of the land. The purpos 
this amendment is to bring it out on top of the table so everyone will knc 
what they are dealing with so that the land owner can get a fair value for 
property and does not have to make under the table agreements to transfer 
title if the law changes. He can approach an outsider who desires to leas 
his land for 99 years, he can put a price on his land that would be commen 
rate with the leasehold period, he can obtain enough funds to support his 
family or secure other land if he so desires, and the investor knows what 
has and does not have to depend on the land owner fulfilling his commitmen 
he is still alive at the end'of the initial 40-year period. Also; this is 
eliminate the necessity of acquiring freehold title of units above the fir 
floor. There will now no need to address the delegate proposal that reque 
that freehold'interests above the first floor be allowed. This would be a 
straight 99-year transaction and any individual desiring to lease a condom 
nium could do so for 99 more, no more. And we believe it would eliminate 
lot o£ problems in the future. I'd like to, in closing, caution my collea 
that we do not have all the wisdom. We sit, we study, we assess the publi 
sentiment and try and come up with a best solution as we see it. If, for 
reason, we, our judgment is short-sighted, we feel certain that the Third 
Con will certainly address it as we in the Second Con Con are addressing 
items included in the original Constitution. I don't particularly want to 
accept the full responsibility for the 99-year amendment. I had input; I 
believe that it will in accordance with the suggestion made in the public 
hearing would be in the best interest of the people to bring it out on top 
the table and if an individual wants to lease his land for 10 years, he co 
do so. If he wants to lease his land for 50 years, he could do so; or if 
wants any alternative to lease it for 99 years, that is up to the land own 
This simply gives him the latitude to get the value for the land for the t 
of years that he desires that best meets his financial needs and the needs 
his family. Thank you. 

I President H. Guerrero: Let me call on Delegate Villagomez. 
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Delegate Villagomez: Thank you, Mr. President. I have had enough insult 
my intelligence and,the intelligence of this Convention from Delegate Nabc 
To extend the length of a lease to 99 e a r s ,  'sou might as well forget the 
restriction on alienation of land. I realize'-'that Delegate Nabors would 1 
to open up the door to all outsiders $nb partic~larly to Americans, open u 
the door which the First Convention worked very hard to close and to keep 

2 -3" . ..,:% 
close until our people are readygand pregared to; deal on equal basis intnl 
1e.ctually and commercially with the expe"rienced and sophisticated outsider 
who are coming into the CNMI. I am not finished yet. I realized that Dele 
Nabors is not from here. I realized that he can make statements like this 
the sentiment of this Convention,or the people of the CNMI; that is wrong. 
is.not my sentiment to allow the people of the CNMI to lose their land own / ship.. The Trusteeship Agreement specifically provide& that the United Sta 
shall protect the culture, the people and the lands of the people of the I Trust Territory. The Covenant gpecifically provides that for 25 years we 
must control and, regulate ownership of lands so as to prohibit outs.iders:f 
owning land in the CNNI. That is done in recognition of the importanc.e.df 
land ownership, the fact that that.is all that we have. If we had opened 

I this door in the First Constitutional Convention, more than fifty percent 

I private ownership on these islands would have been gone. Because of the 
restriction that we put during the First Constitutional Convention, 'less t I fifty percent are now gone. Delegate Nabors says, we don't have the wisdo 
to look into the future. That is correct, but we have the wisdom to see t 

I if we don't protect the land ownership of the people'today, we wouldn't ha 
the chance -to do it in the future. I cannot in good conscience go back to ' people and say, I have open up the leasehold interest to a term of 99 year 1 and it's up to you to do what you want with your land. And Delegate Nabor 
is reluctant to take full responsibility for this proposal. That's why wh 
he mentioned that, I said, why. The answer is obvious. 

( Delegate Mafnas: Point of information, Mr. President, so I can clear the. 

President H. Guerrero: State your point. 

Delegate Mafnas: Okay. I 
to change the 55 or 60 to 
ment and that's why he was 
take full responsibility. 

passe 
99 yea 
, or I 

d out about several days ago 
rs. So it was, Delegate Vil 
understand that he said he 

I ~elegite Villagomez: Thank you. 

( Delegate Mafnas: I asked him to incorporate it. Thank you. 

a floor amend1 
lagomez, my amt 
is not going tc 

Delegate Villagomez: I cannot in good conscience and as a representative ( 

the people who put me in this Convention accept any proposal that would opc 
up the doors to allow the outside investors or non-investors to come in an( 
take 99 years of leasehold interest or permanent interest in land. The otl 
point I want to raise is under the proposed amendment, we used the word 
"include'' so the permanent interest in real property includes freehold intc 
est. If it includes freehold interest, then it must include other type of 
interests. I'd like to know what other interests. And if there is none, t 
I'd like to suggest that the word "include" is not acceptable because we w? 
to make sure that freehold interest is restricted to people of Northern 
Marianas descent only. For that reason, I strongly oppose this proposed 
amendment. 

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Torres? 
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Delegate Torres: Thank you, Mr. President. I nave somewhat mi::ed feeling 
about this. For one thing, the Commit e'on Local Government seems to be 
sponsoring this. I am quite disturbed 5 ecausg it is really against the pr 
ciple of the members. The public hearing that we had at the Federal Distr 
Court, this term was never even mentioned. The closest to it was 60 years 
that is the prevailing leasehold,interest+in the State of Hawaii. And eve 
the State of Hawaii, as bit as i is, ifi:%i inundated by outside investors 
And I fear that similar things will haphen in the Commonwealth. NOW, exte 
ing the term to 9 9  years brings to mind a mockery of the land aliehation. 
seems like we can no longer distiriguish between what a leasehold interest 
and. a freehold interest when we do this. Perhaps if we do accept this ame 
ment to increase it up to 9 9  years, then we shouldc't have any land aliena 
clause at all. And we shouldn't have freehold interest. We should scratc 
everything off. Also, another issue that we brought'up regarding the arti 
cia1 depreciation of land value'if you restrict the leasehold interest to 
years. I of the opinion that that's not the case. The value of land appr 
ciates.every year. Increasing leasehold period will, and I underline that 
will' depreciate the value of land in the amount of annual appreciation of 
land. So I really do not believe that restricting the leasehold term to 6 
years would necessarily depreciate the value of the land. Extending, it wi 
definite depreciate the value because land appreciates. And once you are 
given a lump-sum payment for that 9 9  years, you can no longer have any neg 
ation to get more in the amount of the appreciation gf the land. As I sai 
I am really quite disturbed about this because our whole intention is to 
protect the people. Those people, as I have mentioned, those who are less 
fortunate to not have developed to the point where we all have developed o 
capabilities and capacities to see things in different ways. I believe th 
lot of, the majority of the people here have yet to develop to the point o 
competing successfully, competing on par with more sophisticated, shrew, 
outside investors. To me, the principle of land alienation is to achieve 
goal of developing ourselves first, developing our capabilities, our talen 
and then, after that, we can proudly say that we are ready and let's compe 
on equal basis. Thank you. 

President H. Guerrero: Let me call on Delegate Tenorio next. 

Delegate Tenorio: Thank you, Mr. President. I'll yield. My concerns hav 
been addressed. 

president H. Guerrero: Delegate Manglona? 

Delegate Manglona: Mr. President, to me personally, 9 9  or 40 years does n 
mean anything. Forty years as it is now, the people are going around that 
and I think the main problem is in the contract or the lease agreement tha 
are being performed nowadays. Some contracts allow for a change in law 
clauses as Delegate Nabors brought up. Some of them if a lease were to be 
increased to 60 years or 9 9  years in the future, that same 40-year lease 'w 
extend an additional amount to the difference in increase. So this 40 yea 
or 9 9  years does not really mean mqch to me now unless we put some or a st, 
on these loopholes. And I think if we put 9 9  years that would put everyth 
up on the table as Delegate Nabors again mentioned and the land owner can 
deal straight with his land. At the public hearing, my last question I be 
lieve in that hearing was, what do you think about the idea of eliminating 
land alienation and one guy jumped up right away and said, hey, that's a g, 
idea. And this guy happens to be the guy who is dealing on this $115 mill 
hotel on Laulau. So if you want development, then the removal of land 
alienation is the way to do it and this 9 9  years is one step before that. 
Thank you. 

....._..._...... .... - - -  --.--..- ._____-  .---.-_--.-. ---,.---...A- -. .. 
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I 

P r e s i d e n t  H ,  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas? 
4: 

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  Thank you ,  M r .  ~ r e s i g e n t .  a p o l o g i z e  t o  t h e  members, 
especially t o  t h e  Committee on Loca l  ~ o b e r n m e n t  b e c a u s e  i t  was I who a s k e  
D e l e g a t e  Nabors t o  change  t h e  60 t o  99 ; y e a r s .  I handed o u t  a commi t t ee  r e  
menda t ion .  I l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  s t a t e m e n t < < q a d e  by t h e  p r e v i o u s  s p e a k e r s  and 

/ t h i n k  t h e y  have meri ts .  J u s t  a  Pew day&'a~o, w e  amended S e c t i o n  5  o f  A r t i  
X I 1  on c o r p o r a t i o n  t o  change  t h e  f i f t y ~ o n e  p e r c e n t  l o c a l  h o l d l n g s  t o  one I hundred  p e r c e n t  and  o u r  r e a s o n  f o r  t h a t  i s  t h a t  w e  want  t o  p r o t e c <  o u r  pec  
I t h i n k  we made t h a t  d e c i s i o n  wi t f iou t  s e c u r i n g  a d e q u a t e  s e n t i m e n t  o f  o u r  

- 
p e o p l e .  A r e  we r e a l l y  p r o t e c t i n c j  them? Of c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  a r e  a rgumen t s .  F 
and c o n s  a s  t o  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  and d i s a d v a n t a g e s .  None o f  u s  made an  i n - d e  
s t u d y  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  one  hundred  p e r c e n t  w i l l  d e f i n i t e l y  e n t i c e  i nves tmen  
i n t o  t h o s e  l a n d - r i c h e d  p e o p l e ,  y e t  w e  went  ahead  and  a d o p t e d  it. . T h e  9 9  y , o r  t h e r e  was a l s o  a  s t a t e m e n t  t K a t  t h e  Convent ion  o r  t h e  commi t t ee  i s  p l a n  1 .  t o  supp lemen t  t h e  amendment from 5 1  t o  99 by c h a n g i n g  t h e  40 y e a r s  t o  60 
Who were  p r e s e n t  r e a l l y  i n  t h e  h e a r i n g ?  Were t h e r e  l a n d  s p e c u l a t o r s ' w h o  h 1 a c q l i i r e d  more t h a n  s u f f i c i e n t  l a n d  and t h e y  d o n ' t  c a r e  w h e t h e r ,  you know, 

1 changed  t o  one  hundred  p e r c e n t  l o c a l  owner sh ip?  Were t h e r e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  
l i c  h e a r i n g s  who had c o n f l i c t  o f  i n t e r e s t s ?  So w e  j u s t  c a n n o t  s a y  t - h a t  ba 
on t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g ,  t h i s  was t h e  s e n t i m e n t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r  
Mar i anas .  If I have a  p i e c e  o f  l a n d  and an  i n v e s t o r ,  wan t s  t o  come i n  and 
l e t ' s  j o i n t ,  you t a k e  5 1  and I ' l l  p i c k  up  49. What r i g h t  do  w e  have t o  t e  

I o u r  p e o p l e  t h a t  t h e y  c a n n o t  i n c o r p o r a t e  a t  51-49? So t h e  p o i n t ,  M r .  P r e s i  
i s  r e a l l y  w e  d o n ' t  have  t h e  s e n t i m e n t  o f  o u r  p e o p l e  b e c a u s e  we n e v e r  went  
t o  Rota  and- T i n i a n  t o  echo  t h e s e  p r o p o s a l s ,  even  S a i p a n .  T h e r e  was o n l y  o  

I p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  i n  Garapan .  How many showed up? Only t h e  p o l i t i c i a n s ;  mos I them w e r e  p o l i t i c i a n s  who were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  n o t  a b o l i s h i n g  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  , Mayor. So I am k i n d  o f  c o n f u s e d  now. Are w e  g o i n g  t o  p r o t e c t  o u r  p e o p l e ?  

I t h i s  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  P r o p o s a l  No. 40 and  a l s o  t h e  p r o p o s a l  t h a t  we a r e  now 
d i s c u s s i n g ?  I q u e s t i o n  t h e  wisdom f o r  c h a n g i n g  t h e  5 1  p e r c e n t  l o c a l  owner I and  I a l s o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  wisdom o f  c h a n g i n g  t h e  40 y e a r s  t o  60 y e a r s .  I t ' s  

/ t h e i r  l a n d ,  l e t  them d e c i d e  what  t o  do  w i t h  i t .  I f  t h e y  want  t o  l e a s e  it 
1 60,  75,  99 y e a r s ,  l e t  them d e c i d e  t h a t  and  n o t  u s  o v e r  h e r e .  Thank you v e  

i much. 
P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  V i l l ayomez?  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l aqomez :  Thank you,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  I am v e r y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  
s t a t e m e n t  " l e t  them d e c i d e  whe the r  t h e y  want  75,  99".  I wi sh  we c o u l d .  Th. 
p r e c i s e l y  t h e  p o i n t .  I r e a l l y ,  r e a l l y  w i sh  o u r  p e o p l e  a r e  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  
enough t o  s a y , - n o ,  s i r ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t  o f f e r  i s  n o t  good. - 1 f  somebody I 

t o  m e  and  s a y s ,  I want  t o  d e a l  w i t h  you a b o u t  your  l a n d ,  t h i s  i s  my o f f e r .  
c a n  t a k e  t h a t ,  a n a l y z e  i t ,  t h i n k  a b o u t  it and  t e l l  him, go s i n k  your  head  
t h e  s a n d s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  many, many o f  o u r  p e o p l e  a r e  n o t  a b l e  t o  s a y  t h  
And many o f  them s a y ,  you a r e  g o i n g  t o  pay m e  t h a t  much money? They 've  n.e. 
s e e n  h a l f  t h a t  much money s o  t h e y  t a k e  t h e  money and  t e n  y e a r s  l a t e r  when 
t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  a r e  o u t  o f  c o l l e g e  and  t h e y  s t a r t  t a l k i n g  t o  him on what  h e  
done.  H e  comes t o  t h e  l awyer  and  s a y s ,  i s  t h e r e  a n y t h i n g  you c a n  do t o  c h ,  
t h i s ?  I want  t o  t a k e  my l a n d  back. '  I t ' s  t o o  l a t e .  I w i s h  t h a t  o u r  p e o p l ,  
c a n  t e l l  what  t h e y  a r e  d o i n g ,  c a n  t e l l  t h e  o u t s i d e r s  how t h e y  want  t h e i r  1, 
how t h e y  a r e  g o i n g  t o  d e a l .  And I wi sh  t h e y  know how t o  d e a l .  U n f o r t u n a t ~  
t h e y  d o n ' t .  And s o  t o  s a y ,  l e t  them d e c i d e  i s  n o t  r e a l l y  h e l p i n g  them. T: 
i s  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  I want  t o  emphas i ze .  By g i v i n g  it t o  them, yo1 
a r e  p r a c t i c a l l y  t e l l i n g  them t o  go and  g e t  r i d  o f  y o u r  l a n d ,  t a k e  your  monc 
and  spend  it  i n  s i x  months  and  t h e  end  r e s u l t  would be t h a t  we a r e  g o i n g  tc 
move up t o  t h e  moun ta in  and t h e n  up t o  t h e  sky .  Thank you.  



21m C C ~ ? S T I T J T I C ~  C O ~ E ~ T I C : :  of t h e  
NORTH ERU Y-LiLpLI I S L'i.!D S T-,;." vici;:n c > o  : ,~ l?  vidch and h s l ; h t  of th8 b!ur :er~.r* u t l :~nut  

Znrqlns. ;J:Q :-sirerr at,cu!A b r  cao:*red I n  boa a t  ! . o t r m .  

2ND CON CON JOURNAL -- 34th D 
J u l y  2 1 ,  1 9 8 5  

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  C a l v o ?  

D e l e g a t e  Calvo:  Thank you ,  M r .  P r e s i d v t . '  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  w i t h  r e g a r d s  t o  
t h a t  one  hundred  p e r c e n t  c o r p o r a t i o n  o M e r s h i $ a n d  l o o k i n g  a t  t h i s '  l o n g - t e  
i n t e r e s t  i n  r e a l  p r o p e r t y ,  of c o u r s e ,  $ ' g o t  myserf  c o n f u s e d .  I d i d  i n q u i r  
a  l e g a l  o p i n i o n  w i t h  r e g a r d s  t o  t h e  one  hundred  p e r c e n t  l o c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o  
on  c o r p o r a t i o n s  and I was c o n v i n c e d  tha t , -&he  one  hundred  p e r c e n t  would n o t  
l i m i t  l o c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  b u s i n e s s  ~ $ 6  - o u t s i d e  v e n t u r e s .  I t h i n k  t h e  
hundred  p e r c e n t ,  o r  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h a t  one hunz red  p e r c e n t  l o c a l  owners  
on  c o r p o r a t i o n s  i s  m e r e l y  f o r  t h e  retention o f  l a n d  o w n e r s h i p .  Thk t  means 
o n l y  p e r s o n s  i n  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  t K a t  c a n  own l o c a l  l a n d s  o r  t h e  l a n d s  i n  t 
Commonwealth would be  t h o s e  t h a t  ' a re  l o c a l  o r  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  t h e  Mar i anas .  
f e e l  t h a t  t h a t  i s  a  good s o l u t i o n  t o  o u r  w o r r i e s .  W e  d o n ' t  want  t o  s e e  it 
t h a t  o u r  l a n d s  h a s  been t r a d e  o u t  w i t h  d o l l a r  s i g n s  and I t h i n k  w e  have  d e  
w i t h  t h a t .  Now i n  t h i s  r e g a r d  when it d e a l s  w i t h  permanent  o r  l o n g - t e r m  
i n t e r e s t  i n  r e a l  p r o p e r t y ,  I t h i n k  t h e  9 9  y e a r s  i s  o f  c o u r s e  a  good d e f i n i  

, t o  h a v e ,  b u t  when I s t a r t  h e a r i n g  o t h e r  a rgumen t s  t h a t  it m i g h t  be  t o o  I o n  
and  we m i g h t  deny t h e  i n d i v i . d u a l  owning t h e  l a n d  an  a d d i t i o n a l  p r o f i t s . f r d '  

I t h e  . land, I s t a r t  t o  y i e l d  back  a n d ' l i s t e n  more.  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t i m e ,  I 
s t i l l ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  i n  c o n s c i e n c e  c a n n o t  make my d e c i s i o n .  I have  t o  li 
t o  more o f  t h e  a n a l y s i s  by o u r  p e o p l e  who a r e  more aware  a b o u t  t h e s e , t h i n g  
So t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  j u s t  a s  I d i d  a s k e d  and  I t h i n k  it w i l l  b e n e f i t  o u r  peo  
T h a t  d o e s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  mean t h a t  we c a n n o t  i n c o r p o r a t e  w i t h  o u t s i d e  ven 

1 t u r e s .  W e  c a n  have  a  c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  e i t h e r  20 p e r c e q t  f rom u s  and  80 percl  
f rom o u t s i d e ,  b u t  l a n d  o w n e r s h i p  .... 

1 D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  Q u e s t i o n .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas? 

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  A r e  you e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t '  t o  me? 

1 D e l e g a t e  Ca lvo :  No, when you.  . . . 
i 

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  Because  i f  you a r e  e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  t o  m e ,  I know it  a l r e ;  

D e l e g a t e  Ca lvo :  No. I ' m  j u s t  s t a t i n g  i t  o u t  f o r  t h e  res t .  Okay, M r .  
P r e s i d e n t ,  I would y i e l d  a t  t h i s  t i m e  and l i s t e n  t o  o t h e r  s t a t e m e n t s  b a s e d  
t h e s e  t h i n g s .  . 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  King? 

D e l e g a t e  King: Thank you ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  I t h i n k  t h e  r a t i o n a l e  o f  c u t  o f :  
y e a r  i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  and  I s h o u l d  s a y  t h a t  I t h i n k  w e  made a  m i s t a k e  a l r t  
down on T i n i a n  and  s t i l l  w e ' r e  n o t  r e a l i z i n g  o u r  m i s t a k e .  I j u s t  wonder wl 
w e  have  t h o s e  k i n d s  o f  c a s e s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  l e a s e  down on  T i n i a n  by t h e  
M i l i t a r y .  I f  t h a t  what  w e  w a n t ,  t h e n  why w e  go t o  c o u r t  b e c a u s e  of  t h e  l a1  
down o.n T i n i a n .  T h i s  i s  a n o t h e r  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  w e  a r e  g o i n g  t o  e n c o u n t e r ' :  
t h e  f u t u r e .  W e  a r e  t h i n k i n g  o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n  and  c h i l d r e n ' s  c h i l d r e n  and  wl 
a r e  w e  p r o t e c t i n g  now? A r e  w e  p r o t e c t i n g  o u r  c h i l d r e n  o r  o u r  own i n t e r e s t ,  
s e l f - i n t e r e s t ?  I f  t h i s  i s  g o i n g  t o  be  a n  open d o o r ,  m i g h t  a s  w e l l  t h e  e n t :  
l a n d  a l i e n a t i o n  s u b j e c t  s h o u l d  b e  v o i d .  L e t ' s  b e  r e a l i s t i c  by t h e  i n f l e x i l  
l i t y .  And l e t ' s  be  r e a l i s t i c  on what  w e  a r e  d o i n g  h e r e .  W e  a re  t r y i n g  t o  
amend o u r  C o n s t i t u t i o n  t o  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  o u r  p e o p l e  t o  see t h e  f u t u r e  
g r a d u a l  change  b u t  n o t  by immedia te  change .  Those p e o p l e  t h a t  a r e  d o i n g  a: 
ment  u n d e r  t h e  t a b l e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  want  t o  do t h a t  t o  g e t  away from t h e  l a w .  
And t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  a r e  d o i n g  t h a t  t o  g e t  away from t h e  l a w  i s  n o t  u s  b u t  t 
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p e o p l e  from o u t s i d e  t h a t  a r e  t e a c h i n g  o u r 2 p e o p l e  how t o  g e t  away from t n e  
And t h e s e  k i n d s  o f  t e a c h i n g s  and t h i s  $ind of,,..democracy i s  v e r y  wrong bec: 
w e  a r e  n o t  b e i n g  a d m i n i s t r a t e d  by t h e  p r o p e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  be  
a c c e p t a b l e  by o u r  p e o p l e  and t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n . .  And by t h e  time t h a t  t i  
n e x t  generation come t h e y  a r e  t h e  one t h a t  i s  c h a l l e n g i n g  o u r  i n a c t i o n  o r  
o f  a c t i o n  o r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a r r o g a g c e .  ~ h q t h e r e f o r e ,  I u r g e  t h e  c o l l e a g u e :  
th.e d e l e g a t e s  t h a t  p l e a s e  t h i n k  f w i c e  ~ & > o r e  you open t h e  d o o r  t o  t h e  o u t -  
s i d e r s .  I have l o t s  o f  l a n d  down t h e r e  i n  T i n i a n ,  p e r h a p s  I have  .a 100,OC 
s q u a r e  m e t e r s .  I want  t o  open t h e . d o o r  i n  o r d e r  f o r  me t o  g e t  r i c h ,  b u t  1 

' have  s i x  k i d s  t h a t  I ' m  t h i n k i n g  g f .  T h a t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  I have  t o  p r o t  
t h e  l i f e  t h a t  I want  t o  g i v e  t o  my k i d s ,  t o  my c h i l d r e n .  L e t ' s  n o t  f o o l  c 
p e o p l e  by means o f  i n v e s t o r ,  by means of  money. L e t ' s  g i v e  them t h e  chanc 
by s e e i n g  t h e  g r a d u a l  changes  i n  ou r  s o c i e t y .  And t h e r e f o r e ,  a g a i n ,  p l e a s  
t h i n k  t w i c e  b e f o r e  you v o t e  t h i ~  f l o o r  amendment. Thank you. 

1 .  

! ' D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  P o i n t  o f  i n f q r m a t , i o n ,  M r .  ' p r e s i d e n t .  . . .. 
1 
I ~ r e i i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  S t a t e  your  p o i n t ,  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas .  
I 
I D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  I t h i n k  some th ing  i s  men t ioned  t h a t  o u t s i d e r s  a r e  Omislea I 
I o u r  p e o p l e .  I ' v e  s e e n  a  l e a s e  ag reemen t  by a  l o c a l  a t t o r n e y  where it h a s  
i c l a u s e  o f  change  o f  law whereas  a l l  payments  made a g a i n s t  t h a t ,  i f  t h e  law 

( changed  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  t h e  l e a s e e  g e t s  t h p  l a n d .  So i t ' s  n o t  r e a l l y  t h e  ou  
1 s i d e r s .  W e  have  l o c a l  a t t o r n e y  w h o ' s  d o i n g  t h a t  now. I j u s t  want  t h e  r e c  
I t o  r e f l e c t  . t h a t .  Thank you. 
i 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s ?  

D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  Thank you, M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  I d i s a g r e e  t h a t  4 0 ,  60 ,  and  9  
y e a r s  do n o t  make a  d i f f e r e n c e .  They do .  W e  a l l  o p e r a t e  on c e r t a i n  assum 
t i o n s  and ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  we a l l  o p e r a t e  on c e r t a i n  p r i n c i p l e s .  Now, i f  40,  6  
and  99 do n o t  make a  d i f f e r e n c e ,  t h e n  why come up  w i t h  4 0  t o  b e g i n  w i t h ?  
come up w i t h  60?  Why come up w i t h  99? I b e l i e v e  t h e y  do make a  d i f f e r e n c l  
They i n d e e d  do  make a  d i f f e r e n c e .  And w e  a l l  o p e r a t e  u n d e r  d i f f e r e n t  assu l  
t i o n s .  And i f  you s c r u t i n i z e  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  t h a t  we f o l l o w ,  you a r e  g o i n g  
see o u r  t r u e  c o l o r s  b e c a u s e  w e  a l l  o p e r a t e  unde r  d i f f e r e n t  p r i n c i p l e s  a s  wc 
I am q u i t e  d i s a p p o i n t e d  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  a r e  b e i n g  q u e s t i o n e d .  I 
t h i n k  i f  w e  a r e  g o i n g  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  f o r  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  
i s s u e ,  t h e n  I b e l i e v e  i t ' s  o n l y  f a i r  and  i t ' s  o n l y  l o g i c a l  t o  s t a r t  q u e s t i c  
i n g  a l l  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  a r e  some p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  where o n l y  . 
a d v o c a t e s  o f  a  p r o p o s a l  a r e  p r e s e n t .  And p e r h a p s  o n l y  t h e  a d v o c a t e s  o f  t h ;  
p r o p o s a l  a r e  i n v i t e d .  I d o n ' t  want  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h a t .  I t h i n k  p u b l i c  h e a r .  
i s  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g .  I t  i s  up  t o  u s  now t o  t a k e  what  w e  r e c e i v e d  from t h a t  
p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  and  bounce it o u t  w i t h  o u r  p r i n c i p l e ,  w i t h  o u r  i n t e g r i t y ,  w: 
o u r  a s s u m p t i o n .  I t h i n k  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  do h e l p .  P u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  may n o t  
g i v e  u s  what  w e  wan t ,  b u t  a t  l e a s t  w e  see t h e  o t h e r  s i d e s  s o  t o  s p e a k .  On 
i s s u e  o f  f o r e i g n  i n v e s t o r s ,  f o r  t h e  mos t  p a r t  f o r e i g n  i n v e s t o r s  would l i k e  
come i n  and g e n e r a t e  o r  make a s  much p r o f i t s  a s  p o s s i b l e  a t  t h e  l e a s t  c o s t  
i n  t h e  s h o r t e s t  t i m e  p o s s i b l e .  I d o u b t  whe the r  f o r e i g n  i n v e s t o r s  would l i l  
t o  s t a y  h e r e  p e r m a n e n t l y  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  i s  n o t  t h a t  much h e r e  anyway. So I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  we s h o u l d  f e a r  t h e  i n a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  b e c a u s e  i J  
a n y t h i n g  t h e  Commonwealth i s  a v e r y  a t t r a c t i v e  p l a c e  t o  i n v e s t .  I t  i s  p o l :  
t i c a l l y  s t a b l e d  u n l i k e  t h e  o t h e r  p l a c e s ,  u n l i k e  I r a n  o r  t h e  o t h e r  p l a c e s  wi 
i t ' s  p o l i t i c a l l y  u n s t a b l e .  I t h i n k  w e  a r e  f o r t u n a t e  b e c a u s e  w e  have  p o l i t :  
s t a b i l i t y  and I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  one v e r y  ma jo r  f a c t o r  t h a t  f o r e i g n  i n v e s t o r s  
c o n s i d e r  i n  i n v e s t i n g .  On t h e  i s s u e  o f  c o r p o r a t i o n ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  
s t i l l  a  l i t t l e  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a b o u t  t h a t .  A s  and  I t h i n k  D e l e g a t e  Lizami 
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got into that trap as well. As I inentioned earlier and as I explained 
earlier, making the corporation one hundred percent Northern Narianas owne 
ship would not.... * , ." 

3' I; - 
. . :$': 

President H. Guerrero: Point of order,,; Can y0u.refrai.n from talking abou 
corporation and just talk about the amendment a.i. v at this time? 

..+-*. ,: - "* ,- 
Delegate Torres: Okay. Well, you did,&t catch the other speakers when t 
talked about that, but I'll refrain from talking about it. I believe that 
years, as was established by the-First Con Con, was sufficient, more than 
sufficient for amortization. That is to recover your initial capitalizati 
cost and at the same time maximize profits. Extending it to 60 years is m 
than enouqh. I mean it's long enouqh already. Making it 99 years is real 
defeating the principle. And this is where I disagree now -- the principl 
land alienation because there wall no longer be any distinction between fr 
hold and leasehold interest. 99 years for all practical purposes in econo 
terms is fee simple transaction. So please're-examine your conscience.,,r.e' 
examine your initial impulse and study this thing carefully before you mak 
decision. Thank you. 

I President H. Guerrero: Delegate Guerrero? 

Delegate DL. Guerrero: Mr. President, I, for one, a.m concerned on the ext 
ing this from 40 to 99 years. What would happen I foresee it that should 
transaction takes place~today, the youngageneration of that particular fam 
may have no say so but for the next after 99 years. I believe and I stron, 
believe that the land value is gaining from time to time by means of the m, 
ket value of that land. And by extending it, this leasehold interest more 
than 40 years, what would happen should the value of this land have grown 
actually in the future, the very children of that particular parents that 
engaged or entered into this type of leasehold agreement would not have an: 
chances to renegotiate such interest. I think it's only proper that this 
Convention address that rather than extending the possible chaos among the 
future generations. I believe land for us is not only because we have the 
land but it's one of the principle source of social stability. And I beli< 
also that land is the basis of the family organization in the island likew: 
Traditionally, like I said earlier, that it passes from generation to gene] 
tion. And I am not convinced really that we should extend the leasehold 
period to 99 years simply because I'm one of the strong believers that the 
value of the land would increase from time to time. It may not be no way, 
some of the delegates said but I'll guaranty that it is a way to increase 1 
value of the land. And I'm sorry that I will not vote to extend this to 9! 
years. Thank you. 

Delegate Villanueva: Mr. President, two days ago I voted for the one hundi 
percent ownership on corporation.. I was persuaded that this is good becau: 
Committee Recommendation 19 is coming up and would supplement the incenti,vc 
of outside investors by increasing the number of years from 40 years to moi 
than 40 years. Now, it seems like we might want to go back and cut it d o w ~  
25 years. I cannot see anybody inlhis right mind spending their money her< 
even though this place is very attractive, very politically stable and just 
for 25 years to spend $115 million to build a condominium. I cannot imagir 
seeing anybody in his right mind doing that. Maybe I have been away too lc 
But I've seen in other places people with money to invest and they look at 
long can my money earn in that particular place. Of course, political stak 
lity is one of the most important considerations. But it's true that therc 
no difference between 40 years, 60 years, and 99 years because nobody is 
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P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Reyes?  

. ,  

D e l e g a t e  Reyes:  Thank you, M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  I g u e s s  i t ' s  o n l y  f a i r  f o r  m e  t 
s a y  a  f ew .words  on my c o n c e p t  when I f i r s t  i n t r o d u c e d  t h i s  d e l e g a t e  propos ;  
and  t h e n  i t  went  t o  t h e  commi t t ee .  Only I p r o p o s e d  t o  a l l o w  t h e  p e o p l e  t o  
buy ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  on second  f l o o r  and above  o f  t h e  b u i l  
i n g s  and  t o  i n c r e a s e  l e a s e h o l d  on t h e  p r o p e r t y .  These  a r e  two c o m p l e t e l y  
s e p a r a t e d  c o n c e p t s .  But  t h e  f i r s t ' o n e  I saw i n  t h e  f u t u r e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
o u r  l a n d - r i c h e d  p e o p l e  r e c e i v i n g  more money t h r o u g h  p e r h a p s  t h i s  c o n c e p t  of 
bonds and l e a s e s  s o  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  u s e  t h e i r  f u n d s  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  be  a b l e  ' t o  p u t  t h e  money t o g e t h e r  and have  on  t h e i r  own l a n d  b u i l d  t h i s  h i g h - r i s e s ,  
s e l l  t h e  h i g h - r i s e s  up t h e r e  and  i m m e d i a t e l y  r e c o v e r  t h e i r  c o s t  and  t h e y  dc 
n e e d  a n  o u t s i d e r  t o  h e l p  them on t h i s  and  t h i s  becomes t h e i r  own b u s i n e s s .  
A p p a r e n t l y ,  t h i s  i s  n o t  s e e n  h e r e  on  t h e  f l o o r  b e c a u s e  my o r i g i n a l  amendmer 
h a s  been s t r i c k e n  o f f ,  s o  t h a t ' s  gone .  Now, w e  have  t o  depend  on t h e  o u t s i  
e v e r y t i m e  w e  want  t o  b u i l d  a  h i g h - r i s e .  W e  have  t o  w a i t  f o r  them t o  come i 

f o r c e d  t o  l e a s e  t h e i r  land. f o r  3 9  y e a r s  even  though  w e  p a s s  t h i s .  7Je c a n  
l e a s e  it f o r  5  y e a r s  a t  a  t i m e .  We ca&?:lease, , ; i t  f o r  10 y e a r s  a t  a  t i n e .  
if w e  worry  a b o u t  o u r  c h i l d r e n  n o t  b e = & -  a b l e  Y o  a d j u s t  t h e  income o f  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  p r o p e r t y ,  we can  make it  5-year  a t  a  t i m e  w i t h  a  c l a u s s  t h a t  i s  
s a y i n g ,  you know, i f  income i s  i n c r e a s e d l o n  t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  t h e n  10 p e r c e n t  
w h a t e v e r  p e r c e n t  would go on  the .$ease  G & ~ o u l d  be g i v e n  t o  t h e  l a n d  owner 
I ' v e  s e e n  i n v e s t m e n t s  t h a t  have  this c ~ a s s e  t h a t  a d j u s t  and  n o t  j u s t  s a y  
$12 ,000  p e r  y e a r  f o r  9 9  y e a r s .  I ' m  ~ o ~ v i n c e d ;  I was c o n v i n c e d  by D e l e g a t e  
Reyes t h a t  t h e  v a l u e  o f  l a n d  inc re , a se  i f  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you c a n  l e a s e  t h e  1, 
i s  l o n g e r .  A t  l e a s t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  o r  t h e  i n v e s t o r  who wan t s  t o  p u t  h i s  ml 

can .  s a y  i n s t e a d  o f  p u t t i n g  i n  j u s t  $500 ,000 ,  I ' m  w i l l i n g  t o  p u t  i n  $5  m i l l  

. ~ . , .. . . ,  I .  , : , 
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! b e c a u s e  t h e  t e r m  o f  t h e  l e a s e  and  t h e  t i m e  I c a n  u s e  t h e  l a n d  i s  l o n g e r .  , 

am a f r a i d  t h a t  I was under  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  . i n c l u d e s  t h e  condomi: 
a l s o .  And condominium b u i l d i n g s  u s u a l l y  d o n ' t  l a s t  l o n g e r  t h a n  4 0  y e a r s .  ' 
have  t o  be  t o r n  down, o t h e r w i s e  t h e y  l o o s e  t h e i r  v a l u e .  The l a n d  u n d e r  t h f  
condominium i n c r e a s e  i t s  v a l u e  b u t  t h e  bu i ld ' i ng  i t s e l f  r e d u c e s  a f t e r , .  I do: 
know., I. t h i n k  a f t e r  25 years ' .  1 n s t e a d  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  i t s  v a l u e ,  it s t a r t s  
d e c r e a s i n g  i t s  v a l u e  b e c a u s e  t h e  cement  and  t h e  p a i n t  and o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s  : 

( gone up t h a t  a r e  younge r  t h a n  t h e  25-year  o l d  condominium. So I c a n n o t  set 
why w e ' r e  w o r r i e d  a b o u t  9 9  y e a r s  and  n o t  40 y e a r s  and  maybe n o t  25 y e a r s .  I 
body i s  b e i n g  f o r c e d  t o  l e a s e  t h e i r  l a n d  f o r  9 9  y e a r s .  D e l e g a t e  V i l l agome:  
men t ioned  t h a t  w e  have  t o  p r o t e c t  o u r  p e o p l e .  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas s a i d ,  r h o  i! 

1 t o  t e l l  m e  i f  I ' m  g o i n g  t o  s e l l  my l a n d  o r  n o t  f o r  hdw l o n g .  I t h i n k  a l l  
u s  have  a  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  L i k e  D e l e g a t e  ' ~ o r r e s  s a i d ,  w e  were  g i v e n  o r  a r e  
g i v e n  t h e  t a l e n t  t o  be  a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e s e  k i n d s  o f  p rob lems .  And I ' m  i h o p e f u l  t h a t  when w e  p a s s  t h i s  amendment and  t h i s  commi t t ee  recommendat ion I w e  d o n ' t  j u s t  f o r g e t  t h a t  what  w e  d i d  h e r e  i s  what  w e  p a s s e d  f o r  t h e  good c 

I o u r  p e o p l e  o r  what  w e  v o t e  down h e r e  i s  good f o r  o u r  p e o p l e .  I t h i n k  we s1 
go o u t  i n  t h e  community and s a y ,  w e  t r i e d  t o  do t h i s  f o r  you ,  w e  t h o u g h t  t l  
i t ' s  n o t  g o i n g  t o  h e l p  you b u t  t h i s  i s  why w e  d i d n ' t  p a s s  i t .  O r  i f  w e  pa: 
i t ,  w e  w i l l  t e l l  them t h a t  9 9  y e a r s  i s  t h e  t i m e  you c a n  l e a s e  y o u r  l a n d ,  b~  
l e t  m e  e x p l a i n  t o  you some th ing  e l s e .  D o n ' t  l e a s e  it f o r  9 9  y e a r s ;  l e a s e  : 
t h i s  way b e c a u s e  t h i s  i s  t h e  way you a r e  g o i n g  t o  p r o t e c t  y o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  gl  
c h i l d r e n  and  g r e a t  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  and o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  t o  come. I c a n n o t  see 
d i f f e r e n c e  be tween  o r  t h e  problem i n  s a y i n g  i f  we i n c r e a s e  it t o  6'0 y e a r s  i 
40 y e a r s  t h a t  w e  would have t o  worry  o r  up t o  9 9  y e a r s .  What I ' m  convincec  
and  t h e  r e a s o n  I ' m  s u p p o r t i n g  t h i s  amendment i s  D e l e g a t e  Reyes s a i d  and  1 '1  

s e e n  t h i s  happened t h a t  t h e  l o n g e r  t h e  l e a s e  o p t i o n  i s  t h e  more i n v e s t m e n t  
t h e  , p e r s o n  who w a n t s  t o  i n v e s t  h i s  money and it c o u l d  be  even  more expens ' i l  
and  much b e t t e r  t o  t h e  l a n d  owner.  Thank you ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  
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and give us on a partnershi? basis now becpuse the corporation is one hund 
percent and then we have to s;lit our qpney now because they put in the 
capital. That was my original concept";on thii?selling of the building abo 
The extension of the lease, I was satisfied after the committee convinced ; 

that the sale of the second building will go but retain the lease. But no' 
that the lease is gone, I mean the sa1e~:O.J the building is gone, I will ha 
to support something to give those peopgk! fo make money on their land. So 
I would like to support the original p?oposal of the committee that takes 
the or rather keeps the leasehold interest to 55 years and keep thk freeho 
interest above the first floor. $his will have flexibilities for the peop 
tha.t claim that they have been, n'ot cheated but they have been deprived of 
their ability to get the most of their money because whenever they go to t 
lawyers they are given the what you call option to renew and hold-over cla 
I'd like to briefly read this clause that on my last ten years as.a bank 
employee I've seen file on the Sanks everytime the lease comes in. And t b  
is how it's worded: "Option to renew and ho'ld-over clause. In the event. 
present law in the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands shall chanl 
either by legislation or by court decision to allow or provide for leaseho 
estates for terms in excess of 40 years but less than in fee simple, the 1( 
hereby grant unto lessee the right to renew this lease for an additional 41 
year period or any lesser portion thereof for the maximum length permitted 
law. The consideration for this agreement to renew is the mutual promises 
covenants contained in this lease agreement and lessor expressly acknowledc 
and sufficiency of the advance lease payment as sufficient consideration fc 
the renewal of the lease of the premises at no additional cost." This, my 
dear colleagues, after our poor Tan Maria, Tan Ana, Tun Jesus signed this 
lease, their neck is tied already. They have 40 years and the lessor come: 
around before they sign this lease and said, I can only pay you this much 
because I only have 40 years and I have to wait for another 40 years to be 
secured that I have additional 40 years. Now, there's 80 years on all thir 
lease and the poor gentleman who has the land, the land's value is decrease 
because this cuts it down by as much as 40 percent. Now, what we are sayir 
here is we'd like to give these land owners if not that 55 years maybe 80 1 
because this is what is happening now. It's happening, it's not something 
that we are trying to prevent from happening. It's already happening and t 
80 years is already there and this poor gentleman receives less money than 
he should have recieved because if it had been for 40-80 years, then he w o ~  
have gotten hi-s extra 40 percent value on that land. 

1 ~elegate Villagomez: Point of information. 

President H. Guerrero: State your point, Delegate Villagomez. 

Delegate Villagomez: Thank you. Delegate Karl Reyes, the language that yc 
read from a sample lease agreement was anticipated in the last Constitutior 
Convention. Precisely because of'that under Article XII, Section 6, we put 
the Constitution; any transaction made in violation of Section 1 shall be 1 

ab initio. The purpose of that language is to invalidate any kind of agree 
ment that may be used to enforce a.longer term that is permissible in the 
Constitution. And those agreements are void at the time that they are made 
and cannot be enforced. If we didn't put this in the Constitution, they mz 
have become voidable rather than void ab initio. Ab initio means from the 
very beginning, as soon as you make it, it's already void. So they have 
absolutely no force and effect. And that is why those languages that you s 
in there, a lot of times attorneys put those in their because the clients 
insist but the attorneys knew that they don't have any force and effect; tk 
are worthless. Thank you. 
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D e l e g a t e  Manglona: P o i n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  What a b o u t  a  change  i n  t h e  law 
c l a u s e  a l l o w l n g  f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t ?  d' 1'" 

I D e l e g a t e  V i l l agomez :  The same. They $re a n t i c i p a t e d  and  t h e y  a r e  made vo 
from t h e  v e r y  b e g i n n i n g .  

! P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  ;Reyes ,~::i&n.tinue. 
-$ 

1 D e l e g a t e  Reyes:  T h i s  i s  my conce-rn.  I know t h i s  i s  t h e  t r u t h ,  b u t  t h e  fa1 
r e m a i n s  t h a t  t n e s e  p e o p l e  r e c e i v e  '40 p e r c e n t  less  o f  t h e i r  f u n d s  b e c a u s e  o  
t h i s  c l a u s e .  ' T h a n k  you. 

1 
P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t ?  

D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  Thank you ,  M r . -  P r e s i d e n t .  The l o o p h o l e  I was t a l k i n g  abc 
'. e a r l i e r ,  f i r s t ,  w e  a l r e a d y  found  t h e  l o o p h o l e  i n  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  and we h'k . . 

p l u g g e d  i t  up.  On t h a t  day , .  I a l s o . - m e n t i o n e d  a b o u t  t h e  l a n d  a l i e n a t i o n  . '  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  l o o p h o l e  b e c a u s e  t h e  r a t e  o f  t h e  f l i g h t  o f  o u r  l a n d  away 
t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  o r  i n t o  t h e  f o r e i g n e r s '  h a n d s .  F r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t ,  t h i s  i s  
o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  W e  d o n ' t  have  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  b e c a u s e  w e  a r e  p r o t e c t e d  i i  

o u r  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  The o n l y  p e o p l e  t h a t  c a n  own l a n d  o r  buy l a n d  a r e  t h e  pc 
o f  N o r t h e r n  Mar i anas  d e s c e n t .  So w e  d o n ' t  have  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  c o r p o r a t .  
and  J a p a n e s e  and  Okinawans and  o u t s i d e r s '  f r e e h o l d  i f i teres t .  Now w e  a r e  U I  

l e a s e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  and  I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  where t h e  l o o p  i s .  Our C o n s t i t u t i o i  
s t a t e d  40 y e a r s  and  i n  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Conven t ion  c e r t a i n  f i g u r e s  came 
-- 55 y e a r s ,  60 y e a r s ,  9 9  y e a r s  and I ' m  s u r e  some o f  t h e  gen t l emen  s i t t i n g  
h e r e  a r e  t h i n k i n g  o f  why n o t  100 y e a r s .  I n  my e a r l i e r  s p e e c h  I t a l k e d  abol 
t h e  l i f e  s p a n  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  r a n g i n g  from 65 t o  75 and  a l s o  men t ioned  a b o u t  
maybe o r  p r o b a b l y  it would be  a  good i d e a  t o  have  a  t r a n s a c t i o n  p r i o r  t o  
d e a t h ,  p r i o r  t o  t r a n s f e r  o f  s u c h  l a n d  t r a n s a c t i o n  t o  a  younger  g e n e r a t i o n .  
I r e a l l y  f e e l  t h a t  a s  w e  i n c r e a s e  t h e  y e a r ,  t h e  l o o p  seems t o  g e t  b i g g e r  a1 
b i g g e r .  So I would l i k e  t o  go t h e  o t h e r  way, a s  D e l e g a t e  V i l l a n u e v a  mentic 
he  i s  down t o  25. I would l i k e  t o  d e c r e a s e  it down t o  20 y e a r s .  Any corpc 
t i o n  a f t e r  1 0  y e a r s  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  f rom t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  on  s e t ,  t h e y  s h o u l d  
a b l e  t o  s o l i d i f y  themselves. 'And a n o t h e r  1 0  y e a r s  t o  make it 20,  , t hey  s h o ~  
b e  g e t t i n g  a  good i n t e r e s t  on t h a t  l a n d .  So t h a t  i s  t h e  t i m e .  A f t e r  20 yc 
o f  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  l e a s e h o l d  i n t e r e s t ,  n o t  f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t ,  w e  s h o u l d  b e  ; 
t o  s i t  down and come up w i t h  a n o t h e r  t r a n s a c t i o n  a b o u t  a l l  p r o f i t s .  Thank 
M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  

p r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Manglona? 

/ D e l e g a t e  Manglona: I y i e l d  f o r  now, M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Any more d i s c u s s i o n s ?  

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  L e t ' s  v o t e .  

The mot ion  t o  a d o p t  t h e  amendment o f f e r e d  by D e l e g a t e  Nabors  f o r  t h e  
Committee on L o c a l  Government was d e f e a t e d  by v o i c e  v o t e .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  W e  a r e  back t o  t h e  main mot ion .  D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s ?  

D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  r e a l  Committee on L o c a l  Government has  
amendment. I t  i s  t o  p u t  it back t o  where it s h o u l d  b e ,  60 y e a r s ;  e v e r y t h i r  
r e m a i n s  t h e  same. And I b e l i e v e  it h a s  been  p a s s e d  o u t  a l r e a d y  and  I move 
f o r . .  .. 
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D e l e q a t e  V i l l agomez :  P o i n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  what h a s  been 
p a s s e d  o u t  i s  t h e  same a s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b e c a u s e  it t a k e s  o u t  t h e  i n t e r e s t  
above  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  o f  a  condominium. 

( D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  Yes,  I b e l i e v e  w e  d i s p o s e d  o f  t h a t  a l r e a d y  when you were 
h e r e .  I 

I D e l e q a t e  VilZagomez: I ' m  n o t  aware o f  t h a t  b u t  s t i l l  we have t o  d e c i d e  . . .  
P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  W e  d i d  n o t  d i s p o s e  o f  t h a t .  I t  i s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  v e r s i o n  t h a t  was p a s s e d  t o  t h e  Committee o f  t h e  Whole. T h e r e f o r e  
t h a t ' s  t h e  o r i g i n a l .  B a s i c a l l y ,  what  you a r e  d o i n g  i s  you a r e  amendinq . . .  

- I D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  A c t u a l l y ,  t h i s ,  I b e l i e v e ,  was e n t e r t a i n e d  a l read7; .  - 

1 P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  W e  have n o t  changed a n y t h i n g  on t h e  c o m i i i t t e e  recol  

I ' menda t ion  a s  a d o p t e d  by t h e  Committee o f  t h e  Whole. 

I D e l e q a t e  T o r r e s :  Okay. T h i s  i s  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  t o  D e l e g a t e  o r  D r .  K a i p a t ' s  
I c o n c e r n  ab0u.t  combin ins  t h e  l onq- t e rm and  f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t s  t o q e t h e r ,  t h a  

day  when we d i s c u s s e d  f h a t .  I b e l i e v e  w e  d i d  d i s c u s s  t h i s .  ~ n d  w i t h  t h i s  
amendment, i t  t o o k  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t ' s  c o n c e r n .  

1 & t i n g  F l o o r  Leade r  Mendio la :  P o i n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  
I 

President fi. Guerrero: S t a t e  your p o i n t ,  Delegate Mendiola. . I 
A c t i n q  Floo,  Leaaer Mendiola: I think this must be r subseikuee repork ar 

~@eomffl&n83tl8pl. . I t  l o o k 5  l i k e  t h e  whole t o m i t t e e  Recommendation 19  i s  
changed .  

D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  T h a t  i s  t r u e .  

I D e l e g a t e  King: P o i n t  o f  c l a r i f i c a t i o n ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  
I 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  S t a t e  your  p o i n t ,  D e l e g a t e  King .  

D e l e g a t e  I n o s :  P o i n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

- 

P r e s i d e n t  H.  G u e r r e r o :  S t a t e  your  p o i n t .  

D e l e g a t e  King: Dur ing  t h a t  t i m e  we had .a l e n g t h y  d i s c u s s i o n  and however i t  
w a s . s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  you a r e  g o i n g  t o  come o u t  w i t h  t h e  f l o o r  amendment and t  
f l oo r . amendmen t  was n e v e r  e n t e r t a i n e d  b u t  it was p a s s e d  b u t  was n e v e r  e n t e l  
t a i n e d .  Thank you.  

D e l e g a t e  I n o s :  I t h i n k  t h i s  amendment was e n t e r t a i n e d  b e c a u s e  I do  have  nc 
h e r e  and  i n  f a c t  I was g o i n g  t o  a s k  t h e  same q u e s t i o n  on t h e  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  
have  on t h i s  amendment. 

D e l e g a t e  King: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  my n o t e  t h a t  Committee Recommer 
t i o n  No. 1 9  was d e f e r r e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  be d i s c u s s e d  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  Committee 
Recommendation No. 4 0 .  

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  The n o t e  o f  t h e  C h a i r  b a s i c a l l y  i s  t h a t  Committee 
Recommendation No. 1 9  was d e f e r r e d  on 7 / 1 6  and  s u b s e q u e n t l y  d e f e r r e d  on 7 / 3  
so w e  are  s t i l l  back t o  khe o r i g i n a l  versian a s  adopted b y - t h e  Committee of 

---- - . - -.- --- ...--- -..-.--- ---- -.. -- 
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Delegate Torres: Delegate Nabors, do you ,have that? 
p. , A. . . t Delec;aLe Nabars-- Y e s ,  t h ~ t  ss m y  recoi~ectio$ of what happened. 

Actlna Floor Leader Mendlola: M r -  P r e s i d e n t <  so t h i s  .a 5z .~b5t l tu tc  - - - .  
rnent. ,-- 

1 6  

Pr'esiaent H. Guerrero: Yes, Delegate ~afnas? 
. < 

Delegate Mafnas: Mr. President, .we did discuss the Coinmittee Recornmendati 
C.D. 2. We did discuss and I was the mover of the motion to recess becaus 
had my 99 years; I asked the Page to Xerox the 99 years but we decided aft 
that to defer action. , . 

President H. Guerrero: That's true, but it.was subsequently deferred,. S-c 1' since we have not voted or amended .anything, we are still back to the p r i ~  
I 
I version. 

Delegate DL. Guerrero: Point of information. 

President H. Guerrero: State your point, Delegate Guerrero. 

Delegate DL. Guerrero: It was suggested to defer action on this one, then 
of course, the delegates went ahead and entertained the motion to entertai 
the floor amendment which the committee at that time recommended and offer 
an amendment. And that was done on July ':he 19th, according to my notes h 

1 President H. G u e r r e r o :  But it was subsequently withdrawn deferment on tha 

I Deleqate Mafnas: I move f o r  f i v e  minutes recess.  
I 
I There being no objectLon, tne convention recessed at 3-17 p . m .  

I RECESS 

I The Convention reconvened at 3 : 2 5  p.m. 

president H. duerrero: The session is back to order. Delegate Torres, I 
believe you still have the floor. . 
Deleqate Torres: Thank you, Mr. President. The Committee on Local Govern 
would like to move to amend Committee Recommendation 19 and I believe that 
copies of the floor amendment have been distributed. Okay, so I move that 
adopt the amendment to Committee Recommendation 19, Committee Draft 2. 

Acting Floor Leader Mendiola seconded the motion. 

President H. Guerrero: It has been moved and seconded to adopt the propos 
floor amendment, again offered by the Committee on Local Government. Disc 
sions? Delegate Inos? 

Delegate Inos: May I add for consideration on the committee, an addition 
this amendment? This amendment may not apply to existing leasehold agreeml 

I President H. Guerrero: Where are you tagging it on? 

I Delegate Inos: Tagging it on, if I can. 
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) President H. Guerrero: Where? 
I / Deleqate Inos: At the end. 

President H. Guerrero: iit the end of the amendment? Any objection? 

Deleaate Mafnas: No. 

President H .  Guerrero: Any objection? Deleqate Calvo, do you object? 

Delegate  Calvo: No. 

President H- Guerrero: D e l e g a t e  T o m o k a n e ,  are you objecting? Delegate X i n  

Delegate Kinq: Objection. 

President H. Guerrero; There's an objection. 

Acting Floor Leader Mendiola: Ask him what's his objection, Mr. President. 

1 President H. Guerrero: Since Delegate Inos is asking for unanimous consent 
insert an additional amendment to this one, it requires everybody to agree. 
And since Delegate King objects, we cannot entertain the motion by Delegate 
Inos. Discussions? 

I 
' Delegate Torres: Perhaps it would help if Delegate Inos would explain that 1 amendment. 

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Inos, would you like to explain? 

1 Delegate Inos: I think the amendment is self-explanatory. We are trying t 
change something in the Constitution and I would like to further tag-along 

! this sentence on the last. to be the last sentence which will read: "This 
1 amendment nay not apply tb existing leasehold agreements. " 
i 

Acting Floor Leader Mendiola: No objec t ion .  

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Torres? 

Delegate Torres: Mr. President, I believe that it may not be because we a1 
know that laws are not retroactive. They don't apply retroactively. They 
only apply to new leasehold agreement. So I wonder whether Delegate King 
would now consent to the amendment. 

 resident'^. Guerrero: Yes, Delegate ~ i n g ?  

I I Acting Floor Leader Mendiola: Point of clarification. 
i 
1 1 President H. Guerrero: State your point of clarification. 

Dele-qate King: Mr. President, the reason why I objected is I would not sup 
this floor amendment. I'd rather see that to be inserted in the original 
amendment or Committee Recommendation 19. Thank you. 

I 1  Acting Floor Leader Mendiola: Mr. President, I think he is talking about t 
amendment and not the amendment to the amendment that Deleqate Inos is talk 

/ I about. So he is not objection; he is objection to the whoie proposal. 
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I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Are you o b j e c t i n g  t o  t h i s  amendment, D e l e g a t e  King 

I D e l e g a t e  Kinq:  Yes. 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  amendment o f f e r e d  by D e l e g a t e  I n o s  
c a n n o t  be e n t e r t a i n e d .  

D e l e g a t e  Manglona: I move t o  end d e b a t e .  

A c t i n g  F l o o r  Leade r  Mendiola  s econded ,  and t h e  mo t ion  was c a r r i e d  by 
v o i c e  v o t e .  

The mot ion  t o  a d o p t  t h e  f l o o r  amendment offered by t h e  Committee on Lc / Government rai defected ily vo ice  vo te .  

' P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  W e  a r e  back t o  t h e  main mot ion .  

D e l e g a t e  Nabors:  Motion t o  end  d e b a t e .  

i President H. G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o r n e z ?  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l aqomez :  I r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e  mo t ion  t h a t  i s  now b e f o r e  u s  be  rt 
i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y .  

S e c r e t a r y  Nabors  r e a d  Committee Recommendation No. 1 9 ,  a s  f o l l o w s :  

" ' S e c t i o n  3: Permanent  and Long-Term I n t e r e s t s  I n  R e a l  P r o p e r t y .  The 
t e r m  permanent  and long- t e rm i n t e r e s t s  i n  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  u sed  i n  S e c t i o n  1 
i n c l u d e s  f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t s  and  l e a s e h o l d  i n t e r e s t s  o f  more t h a n  55 y e a r s  
i n c l u d i n g  r e n e w a l  r i g h t s ,  e x c e p t  an  i n t e r e s t  a c q u i r e d  above  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o l  
o f  a  condominium b u i l d i n g .  The marke t  v a l u e  o f  l a n d  i n  t h e  Commonwealth st 
b e  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  a p p r a i s e d  and a  copy p r o v i d e d  t o  t h e  l a n d  owner b e f o r e  ar  

I s a l e  o r  l o n g  t e r m  l e a s e  i s  e x e c u t e d  r e g a r d i n g  t h a t  l a n d .  Any l a n d  t r a n s a c t  
( i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  s h a l l  be  v o i d .  "' 
i 

1 P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  I n o s ?  

D e l e g a t e  I n o s :  I would l i k e  t o  make a mot ion  t o  add  on t o  t h e  l a s t  s e n t e n c  
"This-amendment m a y  n o t  a p p l y  t o  existing l e a seho ld  a g r e e m e n t s . "  

I president H .  Gue r r e rO ;  A n y  objection: 

~ r e s i d e n ~  X .  GU&FI&P81 D k l G G h k e  V i l l a 4 a r n e z ?  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l aqomez :  What d o e s  t h a t  a c c o m p l i s h ?  

D e l e g a t e  Manqlona: Can I answer  t h a t ?  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Manglona? 

D e l e g a t e  Manqlona: Okay. T h a t  w i l l ,  f o r  one  t h i n g ,  e x c l u d e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
l e a s e h o l d  where t h e  t e r m  f o r  t h a t  l e a s e h o l d  i s  o n l y  4 0  y e a r s .  A s  D e l e g a t e  
K a r l  Reyes r e a d  t o  u s  a  c l a u s e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  p r o v i s i o n s  i n  t h e  con  
t r a c t s  where i f  t h e  law a l l o w s  f o r  more t h a n  4 0  y e a r s ,  t h e  c o n t r a c t  
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a u t o m a t i c a l l y  i n c r e a s e s  w i t h  t h e  a d d i t ' p n a l  y e a r s  a l l o w e d .  And I spoke  t o  
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  d u r i n g  t h e  r e c e s s  and+%%< ah e s a i e t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  p o s s i b i l i t y  
good p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h a t  i s  a  v a l i d  $ ~ o v i s i o n  i n  t h e  c o n t r a c t  i n  t h a t  it 
n o t  c i r cumven ing  t h e  4 0  y e a r s  b u t  j u s t  . s ay ing  t h a t  s h o u l d  t h e r e  be a  changc 
l aw  i t ' s  j u s t  a  c o n d i t i o n .  So j u s t  s o . b Q a t  w e  d o n ' t ,  w e  w i l l  a v o i d  f u t u r e  
l a w s u i t  on t h i s ,  maybe w e  s h o u l d h a k e  it:tt&l-ear now t h a t  t h i n g  change  i n  thc 
number o f  y e a r s  w i l l  be  v a l i d  o n l y  for-,!future l e a s e h o l d  and  s h o u l d  n o t  a p p  
t o  t h e  e s i s t i n g  l e a s e h o l d  ag reemen t .  Maybe t h e  c o n c e r n  h e r e  i s  t h a t  what 
a b o u t  on e x i s t i n g  l e a s e h o l d  ag reemen t  where t h e  l e s s e e  w a n t s  t o  b u i l d  a  col 
minium. T h a t  i s  n o t ;  maybe t h a t  , should  be  c o n s i d e r e d  b u t  t h a t  i s  n o t  o u r  
~ o ~ c e r n .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Does t h a t  answer  your  q u e s t i o n ,  D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o n e :  

1.. D e l e g a t e  V i l l agomez :  Y e s .  My u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  o f  t h e  amendment i s  t h a t , a n y '  
lease  which  c u r r e n t l y  e x i s t s  w i l l  n o t  be  e x t e n d e d  more t h a n  4 0  y e a r s . a f t e . r '  
r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  amendment. And any  ag reemen t  t o  e x t e n d  t h e  l e a s e  f o r  
more t h a n  4 0  y e a r s  upon t h e  change  o f  law i s  v o i d  and t h a t  i t  migh t  n o t  be 
e n f o r c e d ,  and  t h a t  o n l y  leases t h a t  are e x e c u t e d  a f t e r  t h e  r a t i f i c a t , i o n  of  / t h i s  amendment may e x t e n d  t o  more t h a n  4 0  y e a r s .  

~ ~ n g ~ o n a ;  p o s t  ?f inrsrm&L2on, can we man? t h a t  clmr though ir 
/ t h e  l a n g u a g e  h e r e  b e c a u s e  I spoke  t o  t h e . . A t t o r n e y  ~ e i e r a l  and  he s u r e l y  be -  

i l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  c l a u s e s  a s  t h e y  a r e  w r i t t e n  now i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  l e a s e h o l d  
ag reemen t  c a n  a c t u a l l y  a l l o w  f o r  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n c r e a s e .  And w i t h  t h i s  ar I rnent w e  a r e -  s o l v i n g  t h a t  by s a y i n g  t h a t  t h i s  a d d i t i o n a l  i n c r e a s e  i n  l e a s e h c  
t o  6 0  y e a r s  s h a l l  n o t  a p p l y  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  l e a s e h o l d .  We would s o l v e  a  wl 
l o t  o f  p roblems i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  Thank you. 

1 P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Can I f i r s t  a s k  a  q u e s t i o n  w h e t h e r  t h e r e ' s .  anybody 

1 o b j e c t i n g  t o  t h e  amendment by D e l e g a t e  I n o s ?  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l agomez :  I t h i n k  we have t o  u n d e r s t a n d  it c l e a r l y  f i r s t  b e f o r e  
w e  c a n  d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  t o  o b j e c t  o r  n o t  o b j e c t .  The o t h e r  p o i n t  I would li) 
t o  make i s  i f  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o ' t h e  e x i s t i n g  l e a s e s  f o r  4 0  y e a r s ,  i f  a f t e r  t f  
r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  amendment t h e y  w i s h  t o  e x t e n d  i t ,  t h e y  have  t o  s i g n  a r  
e n t i r e l y  new l e a s e  ag reemen t .  And t h a t  any  ag reemen t  a s  t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
a l r e a d y  p a i d  o r  n o t  p a i d  i s  a l s o  v o i d  and  i s  n o t  t o  be  p e r m i s s i b l e  o r  all017 
u n d e r  t h i s  r a t i f i c a t i o n .  So t h a t  even  i f  t h e  l e a s e  s a y s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i s  
a l r e a d y  p a i d  f o r  a n  e x t e n s i o n  o f  a n o t h e r  2 0  y e a r s  t h a t  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  by t h i  
Conven t ion  t o  b e  v o i d  and  t h e  l a n d  owner h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  r e c e i v e  o r  demand 
any  a d d i t i o n a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  f o r  a n  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  l e a s e .  

D e l e g a t e  Nabors :  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

A c t i n g    lo or L e a d e r  Mendiola:  No o b j e c t i o n .  

1 D e l e g a t e  V i l l agomez :  Thank you .  . 

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  Guerrero: So you don l ' t  have  any  o b j e c t i o n ?  

I D e l e g a t e  V i l l a c J o m e z :  N o .  
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Deleaatg IfiGE: Did you note  t h a t ,  Mr. S e c r e t ~ r y ?  This amendment m a y  not 
a p p l y  to esistiny l e a s e n o l d  a q r e e n c n t s ~ L p 6 r l ~ d .  -- 

,$ R " '  
P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Torres ' ?  

D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  Q u e s t i o n .  Ny g u e s t i o n , , d s ,  D e l e g a t e  I n o s ,  would t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  w e  p u t  it i n  h e r e ,  t iould i t ~ ~ e n c o u r ~ f e r l e s s o r s  and l e s s e e s  t o  co l luc le  
e x t e n d  t h e  l e a s e h o l d  t e r n  b e f o r e  t h i s  ' t 'hing becomes e f f e c t i v e ?  

D e l e g a t e  I n o s :  I t  m i g h t .  

~ e l e ~ a t e  Nabors:  I f  t h e y  w i l l  e x t e n d  it b e f o r e  t h i s  i s  r a t i f i e d ,  i t ' s  v o i  

D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  Okay. Q u e s t i o n  t o  D e l e g a t e  Reyes , '  on t h e  a r n e n d ~ e n t .  On 
l i n e  5 ,  it s a y s ,  e x c e p t  an i n t e r e s t .  Now, d o e s  t h i s  mean t h a t  an  i n t e r e s , t  

'. f r e e h o l d  as w e l l  as l e a s e h o l d ?  . . 
. . I ~ e l e ~ a t e  Reyes:  T h i s  i s  an  ' i n t e r e s ~ t  on f r e e h o l d .  

I D e l e g a t e  ~ o r r e s :  F r e e h o l d  o n l y ?  
I I D e l e g a t e  Reyes:  Yes. I t  i s  i n t e n d e d  f o r  f r e e h o l d  b e c a u s e  once  you s e l l  t 

1 r i g h t s  above  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  i t ' s  t o  be  h e l d  f r e e l y  'by t h e  p u r c h a s e r s .  

I 
D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  Okay, i n  t h a t  case, I'd l i k e  t o  offer an  amendment. I t 
w e  are d e f e a t i n g  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  l a n d  a l i e n a t i o n .  

! / D e l e g a t e  vi l layornez;  M r .  President, point of in format ion-  

( President Fl. C n e r r e r o :  state your point, ~ e l e g a r e  v i l l aga rnez .  

I D e l e g a f e  v i l l a g o m e z :  I d o n ' t  know what D e l e g a t e  Reyes '  i n t e n t  i s  b u t  I do1 
1 
I a g r e e  w i t h  him t h a t  t h e  word i n t e r e s t  a c q u i r e d  above  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  i s  

l i m i t e d  t o  f r e e h o l d .  The l anguage  h e r e  a l l o w s  i n t e r e s t  a c q u i r e d  above  t h e  

I f i r s t  f l o o r .  So i f  t h e  a r r angemen t  between t h e  condominium o w n e r . a n d  t h e  
p u r c h a s e r  i s  l e a s e h o l d  f o r  more t h a n  55 y e a r s ,  t h a t ' s  a l s o  p e r m i s s i b l e .  

D e l e g a t e  Reyes:  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  b u t  once  you s e l l  y o u r  t h i n g  above  t h e  sec 
f l o o r ,  i t ' s  on f r e e h o l d ;  i t ' s  n o t  on l e a s e h o l d .  But  it c o u l d  b e  on l ea sehc  .. 
D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  S o ,  a r e  you s a y i n g  t h e n  t h a t  t h e  l e a s e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  i s  
a c t u a l l y  a  f e e  s i m p l e  t i t l e ?  

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Reyes? 

D e l e g a t e  Reyes:  W e l l ,  my i n t e n t i o n  i s  t o  be  a b l e  t o  s e l l  t h e  s econd  f1oo.r  
a b o v e ' f r e e l y .  But  i f  somebody s a y s  t h e  condominium i s  g o i n g  t o  be  o n l y  f o ~  
4 0  y e a r s ,  good f o r  40 y e a r s  o r  60 y e a r s  depends  on t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  s o  i t ' s  
o n l y  good t o  t h a t  e x t e n t .  And t h e n  a l l  t h e s e ,  i f  i t ' s  a  l e a s e h o l d ,  t h e n  t i  
owner o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  h a s  t o  t e n d e r  a  what you c a l l  p r o s p e c t u s  o r  t h e  o f f e l  
s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h i s  i s  o n l y  good f o r  60 y e a r s  even  i f  h e ' s  s e l l i n g  it o u t r i g k  

D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  Why a r e  you l i m i t i n g  it t o  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  above  t h e  f i r s t  
f l o o r ?  

D e l e g a t e  Reyes:  So  t h a t  t h e  l a n d  owner c a n  c o n t i n u e  t o  own t h e  l a n d  on t h e  
f i r s t  f l o o r  and  a l l  t h e  common a r e a s .  
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De lega te  T o r r e s :  Could t h e  l a n d  be  l e a s e d  and have t h e  f i r s t  a l l  t h e  -day u p  
t o  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  f l o o r  s o l d ?  

Delegate Reyes: Wi th  t h e  passage o f  t h a t  one hundred  percent corporation, 
t h e  l a n d  owner would own t h e  l a n d .  

Delegake Torres :  Y e s ,  a n d .  I ' m  b e g i n n i n g  t o  f e e l  d i f f e r e n t l y  n o w  a b o u t  the 
one hundred p e r c e n t  c o r p o r a t i o n .  T h a t ' s  a l l  f o r  now, M r .  President. I'm 
beginning t o  lee1 very awKward. 
P r e s i d e n t ' H .  Guer re ro :  De lega te  I n o s ?  

De lega te  I n o s :  I have a  coup le  of  q u e s t i o n s  which I would l i k e  t h e  committee 
t o  a d d r e s s .  I n  t e rms  of condominium s i n c e  we a r e  l e a v i n g  t h i s  up i n  t h e  o p e n  

. t , e i t h e r  t o  l e a s e  it g r  t o  own i t  t o  o u t s i d e r s  i f  t h e  owner wants  t o .  What . 

abou t  i n  t h e  e-vent that we b u i l d  a  b u i l d i n g  and t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  i s  a  g a r a g e ?  1 '  Would t h a t  be t h e  o n l y  p l a c e ?  - 
I .  1 Delega te  keyes :  ~ o r m a l i ~ ,  i n  a  condominium, t h e y  have what i s  c a l l e d  t h e  

' 

common a r e a  which cou ld  be t h e  pa rk ing  a r e a ,  t h e  h a l l  ways, t h e  ~wimming p o o l ,  

I even t h e  f lower  beds t h a t  i s  owned c o l l e c t i v e l y  by t h e  homeowners. 

1 Delega te  I n o s :  So i n  o t h e r  words, we might  be a b l e  t o  b u i l d  a condominium i n '  
j which t h e  owner would j u s t  i n  name own t h e  l a n d  b u t  e v e r y t h i n g  else w i l l  be 

/ bought e x c e p t f o r  t h e  common a r e a s .  
- 

I Delega te  Reyes: They w i l l  normal ly  l e a s e  t h e  common a r e a s ,  r i g h t .  
I 

De lega te  I n o s :  I ' m  s t i l l  a  l i t t l e  b i t  concerned a b o u t  t h e  second s e n t e n c e  
h e r e  i n  which t h e  market  of l a n d  i n  t h e  C N M I  shou ld  be  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  
a p p r a i s e d .  I r a i s e d  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  up p r e v i o u s l y  i n  terms o f  f a m i l y  t r a n s a c -  
t i o n s .  Does t h i s  mean t h a t  even f a m i l y  t ransact ions  w i l l  have t o  go th rough  
t h e  a p p r a i s a l  b e f o r e  t h e y  do any l a n d  t r a n s a c t i o n ?  

: P r e s i d e n t  B. Guerrero: Delegate Nabors? 
I 

Delegate Nabors: Thank you, M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  I do n o t  be l i eve  t h a t  t h i s  sec- 
t i o n  would a t  a l l  concern  i t s e l f  w i t h  t r a n s a c t i o n  between two p e r s o n s  of  
Nor thern  Marianas d e s c e n t .  . 
P r e s i d e n t  H .  Guer re ro :  Delegate  King? 

De lega te  Kinq: The i n t e n t i o n  of  t h i s  o r  t h e  commi t t ee ' s  i n t e n t i o n  on t h i s  i s  
o n l y  f o r  commercial purpose .  

De lega te  Nabors: T r a n s a c t i o n s  between pe r sons  o f  Nor the rn  Marianas d e s c e n t  
and an  o u t s i d e r ,  whether  commercial o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  o r  whatever .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  Guer re ro :  De lega te  Ogumoro? 

De lega te  Ogumoro: Yes; i f  t h a t ' s  t h e  i n t e n t i o n ,  s o  why n o t  s p e c i f y  i t  s o  
t h a t  i t  be i n  t h e  proposed amendment. 

De lega te  Nabors: I have no o b j e c t i o n s  t o  t h a t  b u t  by v i r t u e  of  i t  b e i n g  under 
A r t i c l e  X I 1  i s  f a i ' r l y  e m p l i c i t .  That  o n l y  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  pro-  
h i b i t e d  long- term or-permanent  i n t e r e s t  i n  r e a l  p r o p e r t y .  

De lega te  King: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  p o i n t  of i n f o r m a t i o n .  
_ _ _ _ . _ _  ..-. .__.-----. . -- .- -_.. . ...-----..---. --.----._ _- 
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President H. Guerrero: Delegate King? 

Delegate King: I believe that we are getting into the future that no one 
wants to loose a penny. So I believe that this would help our people in c 
for them to come out with a very good average of amount of money to sell o 
make the transaction of the land. So I believe een though you are going t 
make a deal with between brothers and if you don't want to lose money then 
have to callrthe appraiser. So that will become reality in the future tha 
everybody wants to appraise their land in order to get a fair market value 
the land: Thank you. 

I President H. Guerrero: Delegite I n o s ?  

Delegate Tnos: Y e , s ,  in response, We are  making it a reality here h y  plat 
t h i s  type of provision. A n d  ~ ' r n  just concerned with the penultimate, Any 
transac+ion in p e r m a n e n t  o r  l o n g - t e r m  interest in r e a l  property in the Corn 

wealth in violation of this prov i s ion  shall be void. So I'm reading if "a 
I don't care if it's my sister ox my b r o t h e r  o r  my mother. S O  I agree t h a  
this is advantageous in terms of not being taken br a Shrew b u s $ . J J ~ g g ~ a ~  &u 
also want to be able to make a family transaction which I will not have to 
to an appraiser. 

President H. Guerrero: Any other discussions? Delegate Calvo? 

Delegate Calvo: Mr. President, perhaps we can ask the committee what is 
really the -intention of this because Bill is stating that there is a provi 
in the Constitution that will limit transaction of this to the outsiders n 
on Northern Marianas descent. But the mere fact to this sentence here, it 
does have the effect. Any land transaction either it's from the outside o 
inside it means that it shll be voided if it didn't go through an appraisa 
professionally appraised. So let us hear from Delegate Villagomez maybe w 
this regard. 

I President H. Guerrero: Delegate Villagomez, are you going to respond to tj 

Delegate Villagomez: This proposal was submitted to the Convention by Dell 
Torres. And the committee gathered that the intent was to prevent the peo] 
from selling their lands for $10 when it"s worth $500,000. And obviously 1 

cannot identify each and every transaction and only exclude those, especiai 
whei--we are dealing with a Constitution which deals with generalities rathc 
than shecificities. I see from the very beginning when the committee cons. 
ered these problems in that when you exclude transactions between a local 
person and a non-local person or between a non-businessman and a businessmi 
local or non-local, when you make a requirement for them on a general  b a s i :  
it also includes the non-business~transactions b e t w e e n  two individuals 

1 n c l L l d i ~ g  brathers  and family members. ~ n d  so a l t h o u g h  it is desired that 
transactions between family members and neighbors and people who are not gc 
into business, it is intended that they not or it was desired that they no1 
included. Under this current language they are included because the langu; 
does not exclude them. In the last thirty minutes I've been trying to fig1 
out some ways to come up with the language that would exclude those kinds c 
transactions and it's very difficult. So the answer is, this language now 
includes all land sales or transactions on long-term leasehold transaction5 
but it was not desired by the proponent of the original proposal nor the 
committee to include them. We have not come out with the language that wol 
exclude transactions that are not for business purpose or that are between 
family members or friends, neighbors, and the like. 
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P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Manglona? 

D e l e q a t e  Manglona: I would j u s t  l i k e  t o  a s k  any  member o f  t h e  commi t t ee .  
a  l a n d  i s  l e a s e d ,  i s  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h i s  recommendat ion t o  a l l o w  t h i s  l e  
l a n d  t o  have a  condominium b u i l t  on it and  s e l l  f o r  permanent  t e r m s ?  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Somebody? D e l e q a t e  Mend io l a?  

D e l e g a t e  MenBiola:  I t h i n k  it i s  v e r y  c l e a r  t h a t  it s a y s  55 y e a r s ,  s o  you 
c o u l d  o n l y  s e l l  it f o r  5 5 .  

D e l e q a t e  Manqlona: Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Kinq,  would you l i k e - t o  r e s p o n d  t o  t h a t  
q . u e s t i o n  a l s o ?  

D e l e g a t e  King: I f  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  c o r r e c t l y ,  maybe my r e s p o n s e .  
answer .  I f  I d o n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  i t ,  t h e n  my r e s p o n s e  w i l l  b e  've ry  i n t r u s i o n  
I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  i n t s n t i o n  o f  t h e  commi t t ee  1s n o t  t o  s e l l  t h e  l a n d  perm 
n e n t l y .  I t h i n k  t h e r e ' s  a  f l e x i b i l i t y  t h e r e  -- f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  and  
l e a s e h o l d  and  t h e  55 y e a r s  i s  t h e  c u t  o f f  d a t e .  Now, i f  t h e y  a r e  g o i n g  t o  
up  t h e  s econd  f l o o r ,  t h e n  t h a t ' s  up  t o  t h e  two p a r t i e s  whether '  t h e y  a r e  go 
t o  s e l l  it f o r  permanent  f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t .  

D e l e g a t e  Manglona: I n  o t h e r  words ,  t h e r d  i s , n o  l a n d  a l i e n a t i o n  f o r  s p a c e  
above  t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r ?  

D e l e q a t e  King: Land a l i e n a t i o n  i s  s t i l l  t h e r e ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  b e c a u s e  you 
c a n n o t  s e p a r a t e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  and t h e  l a n d .  

D e l e g a t e  Manglona: No, b u t  I ' m  s a y i n g  t h e  b a s i c  i n t e n t .  Is t h a t  i t  t o  re1 

t h e  l a n d  a l i e n a t i o n  f rom t h e  s econd  f l o o r  up?  

D e l e g a t e  King: No, M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  The i n t e n t i o n  t h e r e  i s  s i n c e  w e  condem~ 
o u r  p e o p l e  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  o r  t h e  l a n d  t h e n  w e  a r e  g i v i n g  t h e  f l e x i b i l i l  
on t h e  s econd  f l o o r  s i n c e  t h e r e  i s  no p r o v i s i o n  i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  conce r r  
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n .  

D e l e g a t e  Manglona: Can I g e t  t h e  r e s p o n s e  o f  D e l e g a t e  V i l l agomez?  I j u s t  
want  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s .  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l agomez :  Again t h e  p r o p o s a l  r e g a r d i n g  f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  above  
f i r s t  f l o o r  o f  a condominium w a s  p roposed  by D e l e g a t e  K a r l  Reyes and  he  wa: 
member o f  t h e  commi t t ee .  The pu rposk  i s  t o  a l l ~ w ~ ~ u r c h a s e  o f - f r e e h o l d  
i n t e r , e s t  on t h e  s e c o n d ,  o r  t h i r d ,  o r  f o u r t h  f l o o r  o r  above  e i t h e r  f r e e h o l d  
l o n g - t e r m . l e a s e .  I t  i s  t o  e x c l u d e  t h i s  f rom t h e  l a n d  a l i e n a t i o n  res t r ic t ic  

D e l e g a t e  Manglona: I f  I ,  l e t ' s  s a y ,  lease your  l a n d ,  do  I h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t 
b u i l d  a b u i l d i n g  t h e r e  and a n y t h i n g  on t h e  s econd  f l o o r  I c a n  o u t r i g h t l y  S E  

i t  t o  anyone I want w i t h o u t  your permission as  l o n g  a s  I do n o t  s e l l . t h e  f i  
f l o o r ?  Is t h a t  t h e  i n t e n t ?  

I I Delegate Villagornee! If I+ 12 a c~ndomin<um,arrangement, t h e n  you c a n  se l l  

dP8YG t h e  f l r 9 t  f loor bu t  you do t h a t  a t  a risk because YOU u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  
t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  b e l o n g s  t o  a l oca l  pe r son .  So you have  t o  make a n  a r r a n g e n  
t o  be  p r o t e c t e d  when you s e l l  t h e  s econd  f l o o r .  
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2ND CON CON JOURNAL -- 34th Day 
J u l y  2 1 ,  1985 

D e l e g a t e  m a n q r o n a :  i q e ~ ~ ,  +hat word arrangement is not in f f i ~ ~  amendment, 
S r r s t q a u s G  if L Lease YQU my land, I don't w a n t  YQU L Q  build a 
G Q G ~ Q N ~ ~ U ~  anQ se l l  every tn lng  above tha second f l o o ~  and just I & ' a ~ e  me t 
f i r s t  f l o o r .  But  t h a t  i s  b a s i c a l l y  what w i l l  happen .  I s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

I 

D e l e g a t e  V i l l agomez :  No. '  You c a n  p r o h i b i t  i t .  You c a n n o t  be  f o r c e d  t o  1 
y o u r  l a n d  to r somebody  who would b u i l d  a  condominium and  s e l l  t h e  s econd  £ 1  
He c a n  o n l y  do t h a t  i f  you a g r e e .  

D e l e g a t e  Reyes:  P o i n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  S t a t e  you r  p o i n t ,  D e l e g a t e  Reyes .  

D e l e g a t e  Reyes:  1. t h i n k  t h e  condominium l aw  i s  s p e c i f i c  i n  t e l l i n q  y o u - t h  
you have  t o  i s s u e  you r  o f f e r i n g s  o r  p r o s p e c t u s .  And on t h i s  p r o s p e c t u s ,  t 
i s  t h e  v e h i c l e  t o  t e l l ,  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  b u y e r s  what  t h e  r e s t r i c k i o n s  a r e ,  if. 
Thank you .  

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  B e f o r e  w e  go o n ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  d i s p o s e  o f  D e l e g a t e  I , amendment. 

I The motion t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  amendment t o  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  s e n t e n c e  a s  o f f  
by D e l e g a t e  I n o s  was c a r r i e d  by v o i c e  v o t e .  

I / P r e s i d e n t  H.. G u e r r e r o :  W e  a re  back  t o  t h e  m a i n  m o t i o n .  D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s ?  

D e l e g a t e  Torres: I ' m  very concerned abou t  t h i s .  I though t  t h a t  t h i n g s  ar  
~ o i n g  w e l l  w i t h  , t i g h t e n i n g  up t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n ,  and  now w i t h  t h i s ,  I'm havi  
second thoughts. MY question is this. Let's say that w e  w a n t  t o  a t t r a c t  
pro~pec+iv& $&reign i n v e s t o r  to build a condominimum on a private land. A 

let's say t h a t  we give t h a t  investor t h e  m a x i m u m  which i s  55 years to leas, 
t h i s  l a n d -  And let's say also that there is no r e s t r i c t i o n  a s  t o  what  t h i  
i n v e s t o r  c a n  b u i l d  on  t h e  l a n d .  F i v e  y e a r s  down t h e  r o a d ,  t h i s  i n v e s t o r  b. 
a 4 - s t o r y  b u i l d i n g .  Six years down the road, he decided t h a t  p e r h a p s  i t  i 
more p r o f i t a b l e  t o  s e l l  above t h e  first floor to outsiders; I m e a n  to othe. 

outside groups.  I wonder whether this would ultimately l e a d ' u s  to c o s t l y  ; 

p a i n f u l  l i t i g a t i o n ,  and t h e  o n l y  p e r s o n . w h o  s u f f e r  a t  t h e  end  w i l l  n o t  be  . 
i n v e s t o r  who h a s  c o l l e c t e d  a l l  t h e  payments  and moved on  t o  o t h e r  p a s t u r e s  
t h e ' . o r i g i n a l  owner o f  t h e  l a n d .  I ' m  v e r y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h i s  now, e s p e c i i  
i n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  a r e  t i g h t e n i n g  up t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  t o  one  hund: 
p e r c e n t  o w n e r s h i p .  I ' m  v e r y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h i s .  Could I be  e n l i g h t e n e d  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  V i l l agomez?  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l agomez :  I f  I were  a n  o u t s i d e r  and  I wan t  t o  come i n  and  bu i l c  
condominium h e r e  knowing t h a t  I c a n  o n l y  l e a s e  t h e  l a n d  f o r  55 y e a r s ,  I woi 
n o t  a s k  f o r  a  l e a s e h o l d  i n t e r e s t .  I n s t e a d ,  I would a s k .  L e t ' s  s a y  t h a t  K; 
Reyes i s  t h e  l a n d  owner .  I would a s k  K a r l i f  h e  would j o i n  a  p a r t n e r s h i p  T 

m e .  And h e  would d o n a t e  t h e  l a n d  and h e  would own t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  I wou: 
d o n a t e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  and h e  w i l l  own t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and  I w i l l  b e  f r e e  t o  : 
t h e  s e c o n d ,  t h i r d  and  f o u r t h  f l o o r .  

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Yes, D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s .  

D e l e g a t e  Tor res :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  b u t  t h a t  i s  j u s t  e x a c t l y  t h e  p o i n t .  M r .  I 
Reyes ,  a s  soon  a s  t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  d i s s o l v e d ,  would be l e f t  w i t h  t h o s e  peop: 
who bought rooms above t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  a l r e a d y .  And t h e  p a r t n e r  l e f t  and 
c o l l e c t e d  a l l  t h e  money. 

-. . -. .. .----.-.--- -.. 
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i J u l y  2 1 ,  1935 
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I 

D e l e q a t e  V i l l a g o m e a :  No; M r .  Reyes would g e t  h i s  money up  f r o n t  when I se: 
t h o s e  h o u s e s .  So ,  i f  I abscond ,  h e ' s  a l r e a d y  p a i d .  And i f  I a b s c o n d ,  any \  
h e  i s  g o i n g  t o  end  up  w i t h  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  

I D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  Yes ,  b u t  what a b o u t  t h e  rooms above  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ?  Yo1 
\ f i l l  have t h e  l a n d  and t h e  first floor, alright. Yes, I: agree w i t h  you .  E \ w i l l  still have t h e  l a n d :  h e  will still have  t h e  f i r s t  floor; he  w i l l  n o t  1 

j t h e  rooms above t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  
1 

B ~ e s i d s ~ t  H .  Guerrero; Delegate VillaTomez? 

D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o m e z :  Y e s .  The p r i n c i p l e  o f  condominium and t h e  s t a t u t e  i s  
c o m p l i c a t e d  and  i t  i s  g o i n g  t o  t a k e  a  l o n g  t i m e  t o  e x p l a i n  i t .  But  i f  you 
f o l l o w  a l l  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  i n  t h e  condominium and  t h e  payments  a r e  made U E  

f r o n t  and a r e  s p l i t t e d  between t h e  l a n d  owner and t h e  o u t s i d e  i n v e s t o r  t h e r  
what  you a r e  t h i n k i n g  i s  t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n  i s  g o i n g  t o  t a k e  a l l  t h e  money'anc 
l e a v e  and t h e n  t h e  l o c a l  l a n d  owner i s  g o i n g  t o  be  l e f t  w i t h  n o t h i n g .  I dc 
p e r c e i v e  t h a t  would happen b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  way t h a t  t h e  condominium s y s t e m  j 
a r r a n g e d  and  t h e  way t h a t  t h e  money would be  s p l i t t e d .  And i f  h e  l e a v e s ,  t 
h e  would have  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  e n t i r e  b u i l d i n g .  Bu t  a n o t h e r  t h i n g  i s  t h e  
a g r e e m e n t  i n , t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  would be  s t r u c t u r e d  i n  s u c h  a  way t h a t  b o t h  pz 
t i e s  w i l l  b e  p r o t e c t e d .  

1 D e l e q a t e  T o r r e s :  Could  I a s k  f o r  t h e  i n d u l g e n c e  o f  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  t o  a l l o w  
I D e l e g a t e  V i l l agomez  t o  p l e a s e  expound on t h e  . laws o f  t h e  condominium? I 
I P r e s i d e n t  H: G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o m e z ,  a r e  you g o i n g  t o  r e s p o n d ?  
I 
I D e l e q a t e  V i l l agomez :  I would v e r y  much l i k e  t o  r e s p o n d .  I would n o t  l i k e  

r e s p o n d  r i g h t  now. I would l i k e  t o  r e v i e w  t h e  condominium l aw .  I t  would t 
m e  a b o u t  two h o u r s  t o  r e a d  i t .  

i 
I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Manglona? 
i 

D e l e g a t e  Manglona: D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o m e z ,  o k a y ,  t h e  b e s t  way, o f  c o u r s e ,  wil 
b e  t o  j o i n  a  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  a  l o c a l  o n e ,  b u i l d  a  condominium and  t h e y  a r e  
b o t h  happy. But  my main c o n c e r n  i s  t h e  l e a s e h o l d .  I t h i n k  by l e a s i n g  t h e  
l a n d ,  I c a n  b u i l d  a condominium on t h a t  l a n d  w i t h  the permission of the own 
My c o n c e r n  i s ,  t h e s e  p e o p l e  w o u l d  take abvantage of t h i s ,  o u t s i d e r s  w o u l d  t 
a d v a n t a g e  of this. Rather than g o  in partnership where they have t o  share 
p r o f i t s ,  they c a n  s i m p l y  j u s t  l e a s e  t h e  l a n d  which  i s  a c t u a l l y  buy ing  it 
b e c a u s e  y o u ' r e  b u y i n g  t h e  a i r s p a c e  above  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  I t h i n k  o u t s i d e r  
would r a t h e r  much g o  t h a t  r o u t e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  l e a s i n g  t h e  l a n d ,  however ,  
t e c h n i c a l l y  t h e y  a r e  buy ing  t h e  a i r s p a c e  above  t h a t .  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o m e z :  T h a t  i s  c o r r e c t .  

D e l e q a t e  Manglona: So i s  t h e r e  any  way t h a t  w e  c a n  p r o t e c t  t h e  l o c a l s  f rom 
t h a t  r o u t e  b e c a u s e  I know t h a t  9 9  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  o u t s i d e r s ,  i f  I ' m  a n  o u t s i  
I ' m  g o i n g  t o  t h a t  r o u t e  b e c a u s e  I ' m  l e a s i n g  t h e  l a n d  b u t  I ' m  t e c h n i c a l l y  bu 
t h e  a i r s p a c e .  

D e l e g a t e  Reyes :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ?  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Reyes .  

I D e l e g a t e  Reyes:  The whole i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  i s  n o t  t o  l e a s e  y o u r 1  
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I f  I have  a  l a n d ,  f i v e  h e c t a r e s  l a n d  and I know t h a t  I c a n  b u i l d  a  conrlornir 
and  be a b l e  t o  s e l l  i t ,  why would I l e a s e  my l a n d  t o  somebody t o  b u i l d  i t  1 

I c a n  s e l l  t h e  condominium and  p r o f i t  f rom it myse l f  a s  t h e  l a n d  owner? AI 
i f  I t a k e  a  f i v e - s t o r y  b u i l d i n g ,  f o r  example ,  and I s e l l  6 0  p e r c e n t  o f  i t ,  
c a n  go t o  t h e  bank and  s a y ,  h e r e ' s  o n  l e t t e r  6 0  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  
want  t o  buy and  t h i s  6 0  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  s a l e , p r i c e  w i l l  e n a b l e  m e  t o  b u i l d  1 
condominium myse l f  a s  t h e ' l a n d  owner .  Why would I go and l e s e  i t  t o  a  Jap;  
o r  a n  o u t s i d e r  when t h i s  l a n d  i s  mine ,  t h i s  condominium i s  mine and  t h e  prr 
i s  a l l  g o i n g  t o  be  mine?  So t h i s  i s  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  p r o p o s a l .  I d o n ' t  
want o u r . p e o p l e  to be a b l e  t o  s e l l  t h i s  condominium and s t i l l  a s k  t h e  cuts: 
t o  g i v e  them money because i f  you have  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s e l l i n g  it i n  w r :  
and e s p e c i a l l y  if you a r e  r e q u i r e d  t h e  d e p o s i t s  t o  be made and you show in 
good faith t h e  b a n k  a l l  these possibilities, the bank will lend y o u  t h a t  rnc 

t o  b u i l d  it y o u r ~ e l f .  ThahL you -  
I 

D e l e g a t e  Manglona: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  that's just i t .  I t  b r i n q s  U S  back td 
' p o i n t  t h a t  o u r  people are n o t  ready t o  make d e c i s i o n s  on  t h e i r  l a n d .  So WE 
can p u t ,  m a y b e  consider t h e  f a c t  t h a t  o n l y  f reeho ld  l a n d  c a n  have condomin3 

I and  n o t  l e a s e h o l d  because we have t o  p r o t e c t  our  people .  I know t h a t  when 
s e e  those  g r e e n s  t h e y  will jug+ change t h e i r  m i a d  and go a n  t h e  leasehold- 
r o u t e .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Reyes? 

D e l e g a t e  Reyes:  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I t h i n k  w e  s h o u l d n ' t  wor ry  a b o u t  t h a t .  Le; 
h o l d  i s  happen ing  r i g h t  now. What i s  g o i n g  t o  s t o p  t h e  p e o p l e ,  f rom two 
a g r e e i n g  p e o p l e  t o  n o t  t o  l e a s e  i f  t h e y  a g r e e  LO l e a s e  w i t h i n  t h e  law?  Thz 
i s  happen ing  r i g h t  now. So what  w e  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  do  h e r e  i s  t o  s t o p  o u r  0% ( l o c a l  p e o p l e  f rom l e a s i n g  it and  b u i l d i n g  it up t h e m s e l v e s .  

/ P r e s i d e n t  H.  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t ?  

D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  Thank you ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  Here w e  a r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t w o  
t h i n g s ,  t h e  l a n d  and  t h e  a i r :  .Now, I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know why w e  have  t o  g i v e  
t h i s  l a n d  on f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  b a s i s  i n s t e a d  o f  l e a s e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  b a s i s .  'I 
i s  on t h e  s econd  f l o o r  up.  I s  t h i s  t o  a t t r a c t  t h e  b u y e r ,  o r  somebody t h a t  
p u t  up a  condominium? Because  e v e n  i f  w e  u s e  l e a s e h o l d  i n t e r e s t ,  55  y e a r s  
t i m e s  two,  i n  a l l ,  i s  110  y e a r s .  I f  i t . i s  110 y e a r s ,  i t  sounds  l i k e  f r e e h o  
i n t e r e s t  a l r e a d y .  So I r e a l l y  want  t o  know t h e  a c t u a l  r e a s o n  b e h i n d  u s i n g  
f r e e h u l d  r a t h e r  t h a n  l e a s e h o l d  i n  t h i s  condominium b u s i n e s s .  Can D e l e g a t e  
Reyes answer  m e  on  t h i s  one?  Why do w e  have t o  s t i c k  t o  f r e e h o l d ?  Why n o t  
u s e  l e a s e h o l d  o f  55 y e a r s  t i m e s  2 ,  1 1 0  y e a r s ?  

Delegate re ye^! I f  yau build a building that w o u l d  s u s t a i n  fo r  the next 7 5  
y e a r s  and.somebody i s  w i l l i n g  t o  buy t h a t  b u i l d i n g  fo r  t h a t  per iod of 7 5  ye 
this provision would allow that e v e n  beyond the 5 5  so you can 9et xour m o n e  

Up f r o n t .  When you buLld a building you get the money up front- 15 you le 

i t ,  you d o n ' t  g e t  t h e  money up  f r o n t .  

D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  c a n  I c o n t i n u e ,  b e c a u s e  I f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  w 
answer  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  o t h e r  d e l e g a t e s  q u e s t i o n i n g  a b o u t  t h e  s e c o n d  t r a n s a c  
o f  a i r s p a c e ?  I f  w e  t r a n s a c t  t h e  l a n d  u n d e r  l e a s e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  t h e n  t h e  l a n  
i s  s t i l l  y o u r s  no  m a t t e r  how l o n g .  And i f  t h i s  guy t h a t  t o o k  up t h e  l e a s e h  
i n t e r e s t  on y o u r  a i r s p a c e  and  p l a n  t o  r e s e l l  i t ,  t o  lease  t o  someone e l se ,  
a i r s p a c e  i s  s t i l l  y o u r s .  So he  c a n n o t  do  any  t r a n s a c t i o n  w i t h o u t  you knowi 
it. And t h i s  i s  t h e  b i g  d i f f e r e n c e  be tween  f r e e  and  l e a s e .  F r e e h o l d  i n t e r  
i s  a  l i f e t i m e  o w n e r s h i p  o f  t h e  l a n d  o r  t h e  a i r .  And I know what  t h e y  a r e  
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trying to do here, either because we cannot use the freehold interest Seca~ 
only CNMI descent can own land and now we are playing with the airspace. I 
I really don't see the real motive behind using freehold rather than a ion: 
lease which is already up to 55 years times 2, 110 years. It's simply a fl 

i hold interest alerady; it's a lifetime. 

1 Delegate Reyes: Can I ans.wer that? 

1 President H. Guerrero: Delegate Reyes? 
I 

Delegate Xeyes: I guess this concept of selling it is new to many of us. I 
yes, this is happening around the world now where you buy your condominium 
then you go and enter into an agreement with somebody .else to share the cor 
minium, to use it when you are not using it. This concept i.s very popular 
and it's acceptable. For example, the Japanese coming here during winter t 

0r.e ; and during summer time in Japan they go back and somebody else comes h- 
uses that condominium. He gets his money back but that's not of my businec 
H e  already bought the condominium from me and if he bought it for $30,000 ' j 
t w o  bedroom complete t h e n  I yet m y  m o n e y .  And thga fQe&& 23 Lne condom; 
addressing the notices. You know, the condominium law provides t h a t  w h a t e ~  
happens thero, %he o w n a y  BY the group of awners w o u l d  k n o w  the t r s n s a c t i o n -  
u u t  that's irnmaterlal .  T?AQ aaah is Paid of f  f r p n k  these owners of cant 

- 

rninium can share that condominium, and this is cal+ed.the sharing concept -  

guess this is too far progressive on our area but lt 1s happening and I hat 
to wait for another 1 0  years w h e n  w e  l o s e - t h e .  opportunity to be involved ir 
t h e s e  k i n d s ' o f  businesses. Thank you. 

I President H.  G u e r r e r o :  Delegate M e n d i o l a ?  

Deleqate Mendiola: Mr. President, I'd like to suggest that we leave all tk / detailed inforination to the Leqislature. The Leqislature is cominq up witt 
I condominium law. So all those-detailed explanations should be included in 

I statute, because we are going into detailed explanations now as to what is 
going to happen and what wil1,happen. 

I Delegate King seconded the motion. 

' 

President H. Guerrero: It has been moved and seconded to end debate. We E 

voting now on Committee Recommendation No. 19, as amended. Secretary Nabor 
can you take the roll call? 

Deleqate Reyes: Point of information. The condominium law has been passec 
There is a condominium law already and this proposal is tailored after that 
condominium law. 

Delegate Mendiola: I move to end debate. 
I 

I Delegate Mendiola: 5 0  I w;thdraw m y  motion, Mr.  resident. 

. - 

There beiny no objection, President Guerrero declared the C O n ~ e n t i o n  

recessed a t  4 : 0 9  p - m .  

Delegate Villagomez: Mr. President, privilege. I move for a five-minute 
recess. 

I RECESS 

1 The Convention reconvened at 4:25 p.m. - _ - - - - . . -  -_.----- - 7  --- - - - .  .-.---. .-. _-.-. - ._-  _..._ - _ _  
-745- 
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P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  The s e s s i o n  i s  c a l l e d  back t o  o r d e r .  The C h a i r  i s  
g o i n g  t o  l i m l t  t h e  d e b a t e  t o  30 m i n u t e s .  We have e x t e n s i v e l y  d i s c u s s e d  t h  
n o t  j u s t  t o d a y  b u t  f o r  t h e  p a s t  two,  t h r e e  d a y s  and I would l i k e  t o  l i m i t  
d e b a t e  t o  30 m i n u t e s .  D e l e g a t e  Manglona? 

I D e l e g a t e  Manglona: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  r e c e s s ,  I 
r e a l i z e d  s o m e t h i n g .  Can t h e  members o f  t h e ' c o m m i t t e e  answer  my q u e s t i o n ?  
I am n o t  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  l a n d ,  I am a  f o r e i g n e r  and  I go t o  a  l o c a l  p e r  
and  s a y ,  l e t - m e  l e a s e  you r  a i r s p a c e  f o r  200 y e a r s .  Can somebody s t o p  me f  

1 l e a s i n g  t h e  a i r s p a c e  f o r  200 y e a r s ?  
I 

D e l e g a t e  King: Yes,  somebody c a n  s t o p  you.  The owner c a n  s t o p  you i f  t h e  
owner d o e s n ' t  want  i t .  

I D e l e g a t e  Manqlona: I f  t h e  owner a l l o w s  m e  t o  l e a s e  it f o r  2 0 0  y e a r s ,  c a n  
l aw  s t o p  me f rom l ' e a s i n g  a n  a i r s p a c e ,  p u t t i n g  a  g a r a g e  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  
l e a s i n g  t h e  a i r s p a c e  f o r  more t h a n  6 0  y e a r s ?  

1 P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  I t h i n k  t h i s  c a n  be  h a n d l e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y .  

D e l e g a t e  King: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I t h i n k  i f  w e  a r e  g o i n g  i n t o  v e r y  d e e p  d e t a  
w e  c a n n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  it. The re  a r e  some a r e a s  t h a t  s e t  i n t o  d e t a i l s  t h a t  

I be h a n d l e d  by t h e  s t a t u t e .  But  i f  w e  a r e  g o i n g  t o  i n  o u r  C o n s t i t u t i o n  
1 v e r y  d e t a i l e d  p r o p o s a l  w e  w i l l  n e v e r  f i n i s h  o u r  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  

I Delegate Mafnas : Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  p o i n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  I 
I President H -  Guerrero: State your point, Dele ate Mafnas. 7 

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:. I t h i n k  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s  v a l i d .  I t  h a s  m e r i t  b e c a u s e  w e  i 

decide w h e t h e r  6 5  o r  55 i s  a p p r o p r i a t e .  

1 Delegate R e y e s :  Can I ?  

I / P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Reyes? 

D e l e g a t e  Reyes:  I ' l l  t r y  t o  answer  t h a t  a s  I see it .  D e l e g a t e  Mang lona ' s  
q u e s t i o n  i s ,  c a n  h e  j u s t  go and l e a s e  200 y e a r s  a i r s p a c e .  And I suppose  hc 
i s  l e a s i n g  t h i s  l a n d  f rom,  h e  i s  t r y i n g  ' t o  g e t  t h a t  200 y e a r s  f rom somebod] 
who i s  l e a s i n g  t h e  l a n d .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

D e l e g a t e  Manglona: I ' m  n o t  even  g o i n g  t o  l e a s e  t h e  l a n d  o r  a n y t h i n g .  I ' m  
g o i n g  t o  s a y ,  h e y ,  you g o t  a  p i e c e  o f  l a n d  t h e r e ,  I wan t  t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r  I 

f o r  hundred  y e a r s .  I d o n ' t  c a r e  a b o u t  t h e  l a n d ,  I ' m  j u s t  g o i n g  t o  make a n  
a g r e e m e n t .  I n  f a c t ,  I ' m  g o i n g  to '  buy it. I ' m  g o i n g  t o  buy h i s  a i r s p a c e .  

I D e l e g a t e  Reyes:  Okay. W e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  p u t  down h e r e  condominium. Under 1 
condominium, you a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  come up  w i t h  a  p r o s p e c t u s ,  a n  o f f e r i n g .  1 
i n  t h a t  o f f e r i n g  you have  t o  s p e l l . o u t  whare  a r e  y o u r  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  i f  t h e ]  
a r e  any .  So ,  i f  I have  a  r e s t r i c t i o n  o f  55 y e a r s ,  t h e n  d e f i n i t e l y ,  you knc 
I c a n n o t  s e l l  it f o r  200 y e a r s  when I o n l y  have  55 y e a r s  r e s t r i c t i o n .  

D e l e g a t e  Manglona: I ' m  n o t  g o i n g  t o  l e a s e  t h e  l a n d .  I ' m  j u s t  g o i n g  t o  con 
t o  you and  s a y ,  I ' m  g o i n g  t o  buy y o u r  a i r s p a c e  f o r  condominium p u r p o s e s  f r c  
t h e  second  f l o o r  up.  I ' m  g o i n g  t o  buy it; I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  l e a s e .  

D e l e g a t e  Reyes: Okay. I f  t h e  land i s  m y  own and  I ' m  n o t  l e a s i n g  it from e 
years . .  . . -- - . - ---.....------..------- -- 



2ND COXSTITUEO:L4L CC\NEYTIO:~l of the  
-. .,,,-a . v ~ r + i ~  c i a  !;I: . r ~ d f 3  rnd i;al::h: o! t h e  b!ua 'Jmdeis  ' r i t ! ~ m C  

a;rqi?.r. ~ a q e  nuxkerr bIloulJ 'an i r n c r r t d  I n  bm a t  b*tt;q. 

1 2 N D  CO>,l CON J O U R N A L  -- 3 4 t h  Da 
1 J u l y  2 1 ,  1985 
i 

D e l e g a t e  Manglona: So i n  e s s e n c e ,  we a r e  removing t h e  l a n d  a l i e n a t i o n  f o r  
a i r s p a c e  above t h e  second f l o o r .  With t h i s  amendment, w e  a r e  open ing  it u  
We a r e  removing t h e  l a n d  a l i e n a t i o n  f o r  s e c o n d ,  t h i r d ,  f o u r t h ,  and up. Th 
i s  a l l ,  t h a n k  you.  

1 P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Why would you want t o  buy a  b i g g e r  s p a c e  i f  t h e r e '  
bo t tom of  i t ?  

D e l e g a t e  Manglona: Because I can  a lways  p u t  t h e  columns and  s t a r t  on t h e  
second  f l o o r  up f o r  condominium. 

: I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Not r e a l l y  because  you a r e  s t i l l  t o u c h i n g  ' t h e  l a n d  

I D e l e g a t e  Vi l lagomez ? 

D e l e g a t e  Vi1lagome.z: Thank you.  The r e a s o n  t h a t  I a s k e d  f o r  a  r e c e s s  i s  
because  of  t h e  s e n t e n c e ,  t h e  marke t  v a l u e  s h a l l  be  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a p p r a i s e d  
b e f o r e  any s a l e  o r  long- te rm l e a s e  i s  e x e c u t e d .  I would l i k e  t o  a s k  t h e  ' .  

unanimous c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  t o  amend Committee Recommendation No. I !  

/ t o  s t r i k e  t h a t  s e n t e n c e  o u t  and d e l e t e  it from t h e  p roposed  recommendat ion.  
The s e n t e n c e  s t a r t i n g  on l i n e  6 :  "The marke t  v a l u e  o f  l a n d  i n  t h e  Commonwei 
s h a l l  b e  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  a p p r a i s e d  and a  copy p r o v i d e d  t o  t h e  l a n d  owner be! 
any s a l e  o r  l ong- t e rm l e a s e  i s  e x e c u t e d  r e g a r d i n g  t h a t  l a n d . "  The r e a s o n  I 

I I ' m  a s k i n g  t h e  unanimous c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  t o  s t r i k e  t h a t  i s  a s  f o l :  

f T h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t  i s  o n l y  when you a r e  g o i n g  t o  s e l l  your  l a n d  o r  e n t e r  i n t c  
l ong- t e rm l e a s e .  You c a n  o n l y  s e l l  your  l a n d  t o  a  S a i p a n e s e ,  o r  R o t a n e s e ,  
T i n i a n e s e  and  you c a n  o n l y  g i v e  long- te rm l e a s e  t o  p e r s o n  o f  - N o r t h e r n  Mariz I d e s c e n t .  So i f  you a r e  g o i n g  t o  l e a s e  your  l a n d  f o r  40 y e a r s ,  l e t ' s  t a k e  z 
s h o r t e r  one ,  f o r  3 0  y e a r s  t o  an o u t s i d e r ,  you d o n ' t  have  t o  have your  l a n d  
a p p r a i s e d .  So,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  i s  t o  p r e v e n t  o u t s i d e  i n v e s t o r s  
from coming i n  and  buying  l a n d  f o r  $10 t h a t  a r e  wor th  $200. But  t h a t ' s  not  
what  t h i s  d o e s .  What t h i s  d o e s  i s  it r e q u i r e s  u s  when w e  s e l l  and  l e a s e  an I o u r s e l v e s  l o c a l l y  t o  have t h e  l a n d  a p p r a i s e d .  So w e ' r e  d o i n g  j u s t  t h e  oppc 

I by p u t t i n g  i n  s a l e  o r  long- te rm l e a s e .  What w e  s h o u l d  have  h e r e  t o  accompl 
( o u r  g o a l  i s  t o  s a y  t h a t  a p p r a i s a l  s h a l l  be r e q u i r e d  when t h e r e ' s  g o i n g  t o  k 

s h o r t  t e r m  l e a s e  because  you c a n  o n l y  g i v e  a s h o r t - t e r m  l e a s e  t o  an o u t s i d e  / and you c a n n o t  s e l l  t o  an o u t s i d e r .  So it r e a l l y ,  it d o e s  j u s t  t h e  o p p o s i t  
o f  what w e  a r e  hop ing  t o  do .  And f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n  I a s k  t h e  unanimous conse  
o f  t h e  f l o o r  t o  d e l e t e  t h a t  f rom t h e  proposed  amendment. 

D e l e g a t e  King seconded.  
., 

D e l e q a t e  Manglona: J u s t  a  p o i n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  The r e a s o n  why I g u e s s  w e  
a l l  ove r looked  t h a t  i s  t h a t  w e  a l l  f e e l  t h a t  a  s h o r t - t e r m  l e a s e  i s  a  l o n g - t  
l e a s e  by t h e  way t h e  c o n t r a c t s  a r e  w r i t t e n .  Thank you.  

D e l e g a t e  Mendiola:  No o b j e c t i o n .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Those i n  f a v o r  of  d e l e t i n g  t h e  s e n t e n c e  on l i n e  6 ,  
p l e s a e  s a y  aye?  

D e l e g a t e  Ogumoro: I o b j e c t  t o  t h a t .  My c o n c e r n  i s  n o t  j u s t  t h a t .  I t h i n k  
we s h o u l d  a d d r e s s  t h e  conce rn  t h a t  was r a i s e d  by D e l e g a t e  Manglona. And i f  
t h e  l i n e  o r  t h e  p h r a s e  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  " e x c e p t "  on l i n e  5 would be  d e l e t e d  t 
t h e n  I t h i n k  I would go w i t h  t h a t  amendment. But  a s  it i s  now, t h e  problem 
on l i n e  5 s t a r t i n g  w i t h  t h e  words " e x c e p t  a n  i n t e r e s t  a c q u i r e d  above t h e  f i  
f l o o r  o f  t h e  condominium b u i l d i n g . "  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  where t h e  problem i s .  
c o u r s e ,  t h a t  l i n e  t h e r e  t h a t  D e l e g a t e  Vi l lagomez ment ioned  i s  a l s o  i m p o r t a n  
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but I think our problem and the more I listened to the deliberations this 
morning or this afterncon, the more co ~ e f n  I get. So if the mover of tha 
motion would also include that phrase there "except an interest acquired 
above the first floor of the condomini& building", then I will aqree to t 
motion. 

>,,.' . .  , , .- I Delegzte Mafnas: May'I move forGa five+i&liute recess so we can xerox this 
. . I and rather than to obtain unanimous consent, we can decide whether to dele 

i it? 

** 

Delegate Villagomez seconded the motion. 

There being no objection, the Convention recessed at 4 : 3 3  p . m .  - 
RECESS 

* .  , : 
The Convention reconvened .at 4.:39 p.m. 

I President H. Guerrero: The session is called back to order. Delegate , Villagomez? 

i Delegate Villagomez: Thank you, Mr. President. I move to amend Committee 
I i Recommendation No. 19 to delete the sentence startin'g on line 6 and ending 
i line 8. 

Delegate Nabors seconded the motion. 

President H. Guerrero: It has been moved and seconded to delete the sente 
starting on line 6 and ending on line 8 offered by Delegate Villagomez. D 
cussions? 

Delegate Nabors: I move to end debate. 

Delegate Mendiola seconded, and the motion was carried by voice vote. 

President H. Guerrero: Now we are voting on Committee Recommendation No. 
as amended. 

Deleaate Mafnas: Just the amendment. 

President H. Guerrero: Didn't we just vote on that one? Oh, excuse me. 

The motion to adopt the amendment offered by Delegate Villagomez to 
Committee Recommendation No. 19 was 'carried by voice vote. Delegate Nabor: 
voted nay. 

Delegate ~abors: Motion for previous question. 

Delegate Mafnas seconded the motion. 

President H. Guerrero: Delegate ~enorio? 

Delegate Tenorio: Thank you, Mr. President. Before we vote on the main mc 
tion, I would like to express my concern about this exemption above the fii 
floor with respect to public land. I'm aware that there are some companie: 
that are leasing public land for a long period of time now. Are those peol 
exempted also from this 55 years? If they build a condominium on public 1; 
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w i l l  t h e  p e r s o n  b u y i n g ,  I mean, l e a s i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  l a n d  i s  exempted from 
s e l l i n g  t h e  rooms above t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  a l s o ?  

+$& 
w 2- / P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Members? ~ h a i k m a n  ~ i n g ,  o r  D e l e g a t e  V i l l agomez?  

I 
I D e l e q a t e  King: I ' d  l i k e  t o  y i e l d  t o  D e l e g a t e  T e n o r i o  b e c a u s e  he i s  a  memk 

1 ' 

o f  my commi t t ee .  r-h 

'i r. 8 r . >- 

~ e ' l e ~ a t e  T e n o r i o :  Thank you ,  M r .  ~ h a i ; m a n .  
I 
I I .  ( P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  ,V i l l agomez?  

- i D e l e g a t e  V i l l agomez :  Is  t h e  l e a s e  between t h e  government  and  t h e  p r i v a t e  
p e r s o n  f o r  a  condominium? , - 

D e l e g a t e  T e n o r i o :  A s  a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  yes , ,  t h e r e  i s  one l e a s e ,  I t h i n k ;  
Kan P a c i f i c  t h a t  l e a s e d  a  v e r y  huge, l a n d  and I t h i n k  t h e y  have p l a n s . f o r . . a  

/ condominium a l s o  i n  t h e i r  p l a n ;  
I 

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r o :  Yes,  D e l e g a t e  G u e r r e r o ?  i 

I D e l e y a t z  DL.  G u e r r e r o :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I t h i n k  we have to c l e a r  ourselves 
! because I d o ' n ' t  t h i n k ,  by h e a r i n g  a l l  t h e  a r g u m e n t s  .on this proposed e x t e n  

WE! are focusino t he  interes'e an private l and  individbal. We are not t a l k :  
a b o u ~  p u b l i c  l a n d .  ~f a p u b l i c  l a n d  i s  t o  be e x t e n d e d ,  t h e n  I ,  for one, w 

i v o t e  i t  down. I ' l l  go a g a i n s t  i t .  
I / D e l e g a t e  T e n o r i o :  I j u s t  want t o  be  a s s u r e d  t h a t  t h i s  d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  pu 

l a n d .  And s i n c e  t h e  p r o p o s a l  ment ioned  r e a l  p r o p e r t y ,  I t h i n k  t h e  governm 
I a l s o  h a s  r e a l  p r o p e r t y .  
I 
( D e l e q a t e  V i l l agomez :  With r e s p e c t  t o  p u b l i c  l a n d ,  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  i s  t h a  
I t h e  p r o v i s i o n  i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  r e l a t e d  t o  p u b l i c  l a n d s  would a p p l y .  An 
( t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n  t o  t r a n s f e r  o f  f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  i n  p u b l i c  l a n d s  t h a t  i s  ' a l r e a d y  i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  w i l l  n o t  be  r e p e a l e d  by t h i s  p r o p o s e d  amendmen 

s o  t h a t  w h a t e v e r  a p p l i e s  now w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  p u b l i c  l a n d  and  i t ' s ' u p  t o  t h  
Mar i anas  P u b l i c  Land C o r p o r a t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t o  a g r e e  t o  a l l o w  f r e e h o l d  
t r a n s f e r  o f  i n t e r e s t .  

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  p e r h a p s  i f  t h e  Conven t ion  w i l l  c l a r i f y  o r  
s t a t e - t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  commit tee  recommendation t h a t  it o n l y  c o v e r s  p r i v  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Is t h a t  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  commi t t ee?  

1 D e l e g a t e  V i l l agomez :  Y e s .  

I D e l e g a t e  Kinq: Yes. 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Would you l i k e  t o  r e s t a t e  t h a t  i n s t e a d  o f  j u s t  s a y  
y e s ?  D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o m e z ,  c a n  you r e s t a t e  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  commi t t ee?  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l agomez :  Yes. T h i s  amendment t h a t  i s  p r o p o s e d  i n  Committee 
Recommendation No. 19  w i l l  a p p l y  o n l y  t o  p r i v a t e  l a n d s  and  n o t  t o  p u b l i c  1, 
And a l l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t r a n s f e r  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  p u b l i c  l a n d s  - 
a r e  c u r r e n t l y  p r o v i d e d  i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  w i l l  c o n t i n u e .  
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President H. G u e r r e r o :  Can I g e t  t h e  committee memhers t o  resgond? D e l e g  
T e n o r i o ,  do you a g r e e  w i t h  t h a t  i n t e n t i o n ?  

D e l e g a t e  Tenor io :  Y e s ,  W r .  P r e s i d e n t , @  A. a g r e e  w i t h  t h a t  i n t e n t i o n .  
t#: ?. 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  ~ i l l ~ ~ & r n e z ,  do you a g r e e  w i t h  t h a t ?  
, . .. . .- 
.>! ;.,::.. 

~ e l e ~ a t e  V i l l agomez :  Yes .  .. .<-,, .. . .. .&F ,- .,. . 2 :i' 

p r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  King,:rdo you a g r e e  w i t h  t h a t  i n t e n t i o n ?  

D e l e g a t e  King.: Yes, M r .  ~ r e s i d e n i ' :  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Reyes? 

D e l e g a t e  Reyes : Y e s .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  

~ e l e a a t e  Mundo: Y e s .  

D e l e g a t e  Mundo? 

i 
P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  So a l l  t h e  members a g r e e d  t o  t h a t  i n t e n t i o n :  Does I t h a t  c l a r i f y  t h e  t h i n g s  a l r e a d y ?  

i 
I D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  The q u e s t i o n  i s  c l a r i f i e d .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  And a l l  i t s  five members agreed t o  t h a t  i n t e n t i o n .  
Any more discussions?. 

D e l e ~ a t e  vi11ayornez; Y e a .  T o  be def&fi&tg!  & VQU&Q &EEQmena t h a t  WE pUL 
in rhe l a n i & a g e  i t s e l f  of the amendment that * h i ~  only applies to p r i v a t e  . I 

I 
and does not  apply  t o  uSlic land. - -  - P 

( P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Wha t ' s  y o u r  amendment, D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o m e z ?  Three ,  / m i n u t e  r e c e s s .  

I There  b e i n g  no o b j e c t i o n ,  t h e  Conven t ion  r e c e s s e d  a t  4:47 p.m. 

RECESS 

. 
The Conven t ion  reconvened  a t  4 : 5 1  p.m. 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  The s e s s i o n  i s  c a l l e d  back  t o  o r d e r .  D e l e g a t e  
V i l l a g o m e z ?  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l aqomez :  Thank you .  . I  a s k  t h e  unanimous c o n s e n t  of t h e  Convei 
t i o n  and move t h a t  o n ' l i n e  6 a f t e r  t h e  s e n t e n c e  which  e n d s  w i t h  " o f  a 
condominium b u i l d i n s " ,  w e  add a  new s e n t e n c e  and  t h e  s e n t e n c e  w i l l  r e a d :  . ' 
permanent  of l o n g  term i n t e r e s t  a c q u i r e d  above  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  o f  a  condom: 
um b u i l d i n g  i s  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  p r i v a t e  l a n d s . "  

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Can you r e a d  it much s l o w e r ,  I mean, s l o w e r ?  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l agomez :  A permanent  o r  l ong - t e rm i n t e r e s t  a c q u i r e d  above  t h e  
f i r s t  f l o o r  o f  a  condominium b u i l d i n g  i s  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  p r i v a t e  l a n d s .  

I D e l e g a t e  King seconded  t h e  mo t ion .  



D e l e g a t e  Manqlona: Q u e s t i o n .  I a g r e e  
l anguage  d o e s n ' t  sound c o r r e c t  b e c a u s e  
t h a t  t h e r e ' s  no permanent  o r  l ong - t e rm 
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w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  b u t  t h e  
t h e  p r e v i o u s  s e n t e n c e  j u s t  t e l l s  you  
i n t e r e s t  above  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  i n  a  

condominium b u i l d i n g .  And by s a y i n g  t h i s  s e n t e n c e ,  you a r e  i m p l y i n g  t h a t  
t h e r e  i s .  So, I ' m  j u s t  c o n f u s e d  on t h e  l a n g u a g e ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  by s a y i n g  i n  

, t h e  f i r s t  s e n t e n c e  t h a t  " e x c e p t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  o f  a  condominium b u i l d i n g "  
you a r e  a l r e a d y  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h a t  i s  n o t  permanent  and  l o n g - t e r m  i n t e r e s t .  An 
i f  you add  what  D e l e g a t e  Vi l lagomez  j u s t  men t ioned ,  you a r e  i m p l y i n g  t h a t  t h e  
i s .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  V i l l agomez?  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l agomez :  J u s t  a  s econd .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Recess  f o r  t h r e e  m i n u t e s .  . . 
. . 

. . 
T h e r e  b e i n g  no o b , j e c t i o n ,  t h e  Conven t ion  r e c e s s e d  a t  4 :55  p.m. 

RECESS 

The Conv.ention r econvened  a t  4:56 p.m. 

~ k e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  The s e s s i o n  i s  ca-lled back  t o  o r d e r .  D e l e g a t e  
V i l l agomez?  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l agomez :  Thank you.  The l a n g u a g e  now w i l l  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s :  "An 
i n t e r e s t  a c q u i r e d  above  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  o f  a  condominium b u i l d i n g  i s  r e s t r i c t  
t o  p r i v a t e  l a n d s . "  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Repea t  t h a t  a g a i n ,  s l o w e r .  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l aqomez :  Any i n t e r e s t  a c q u i r e d  above t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  o f  a  condo- 
minium b u i l d i n g  i s  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  p r i v a t e  l a n d s .  

D e l e g a t e  Reyes s econded .  

P r e s i d e n t  H.  G u e r r e r o :  I t  h a s  been  moved and seconded .  D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t ?  

D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  Y e s .  Do t h e  words "any i n t e r e s t ' '  mean b o t h  t h e  f r e e h o l d  an[  
l e a s e h o l d  i n t e r e s t s ?  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Does it i n c l u d e  any?  D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o m e z ,  D e l e g a t e  
K a i p a t  i s  a s k i n g  a  q u e s t i o n  whe the r  t h e  i n t e r e s t  i n c l u d e s  b o t h  f r e e h o l d  a n d  
l e a s e h o l d .  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l agomez :  Y e s .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Any more d i s c u s s i o n s ?  

T h e r e  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e  mo t ion  t o  a d o p t  t h e  amendment 
o f f e r e d  by D e l e g a t e  V i l l agomez  t o  Committee Recommendation No. 19  was c a r r i e d  
by v o i c e  v o t e .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  W e  a r e  back  t o  t h e  main mot ion .  D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o m e z ?  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l aqomez :  F o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  t h i s  means t h a t  any condominium o r  any  
b u i l d i n g  t h a t  i s  b u i l t  on l a n d  t h a t  i s  owned by t h e  government ,  w h e t h e r  u n d e r  
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a lease arrangement with the government or any kind of arrangement is not 
permitted to give permanent or long-term interest in that condominium unless 
it is allowed by the present language f m e  Constitution. % G? I Delegate Nabors: No objection. 

I President H. Guerrero: Discussions? 1,f6po discussion -- Delegate Torres? 
. 2. :.& r -  . '.c 

I Delegate Torres: Mr. President, am I syill in order if I make a motion? 

' President H. Guerrero: Yes, you-are. 

I DeZegate Torres: I would like to move to file Committee Recommendation No. 

I 
I Delegate Tenorio seconded the motion. 

. . .  
', President H. ~uerrero: It has been moved an.d seconded to file Committee' . '  . . 
Recominendation No. 19. Delegate Mendiola? . .. : 

i Delegate Mendioia: Can we dispose of the amendment made by Delegate Villago] 
first? 

1 President H. Guerrero: We already did. We are back to the main motion. I; 
I there any discussion on the motion to file Committee',Recornmendation No. 19?. 
i Delegate Torres? 

Delegate Torres: Thank you, Mr. President. I have and I'm sure other dele- 
gates have fought hard to protect the people of the Commonwealth against bei: 
disinherited and disenfranchised in their own land. I fought very hard to 
tighten up the corporation law or provision using the principle of land alie: 
tion as my guide. I see this amendment as a destruction of the entire Artic 
XII, Section 1. I think it is really sad. Although we may see this point, 
we would like to look the other way and ignore it. I am very disappointed 
about this move and I am sure that a lot of us perhaps see this but would ju: 
like to look the other way. It makes Section 1, Article XII, meaningless an( 
it makes it a mockery and I think history will judge our action for this. 1'1 
sure that a lot of us perhaps would just go ahead and vote for this, but I'd 
like the record to show that land alienation is dead as soon as this is 
adopted. Thank you. . 
President H. Guerrero: Any more discussions? 

There being no further discussion, the motion to file Committee Recomme~ 
dation No. 19 was defeated by voice vote. 

President H. Guerrero: Discussions on the main motion? Delegate Mafnas? 

I Delegate Mafnas: I move for the previous question. 

Delegate Mendiola seconded the' motion. 

President H. Guerrero: We are voting on Committee Recommendation No. 19, as 
amended. Roll call, please. 

Secretary Nabors called the roll, and the motion to adopt Committee 
Recommendation No. 19, as amended, on Second and Final Reading was voted on, 
as follows: 
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YES: Delegates Vincent Calvo, David Cing, Alonzo Igisomar, Davig Igitol, 
Esteven King, Jesus Mafnas, Aniceto 81und0, Karl Reyes, Joaquin 
Tenorio, Ramon Villagomez, Ignacio Villanueva, Herman T. Guerrero, 
and Rita Inos. (13 votes) 

NO: Delegates Lorenzo DL. Guerrero, ~q,Qus*to Kaipat, Felicidad Ogumoro, 
Francisco Tomokane and William  ogres. ~ E J  votes) 

. J f  

ABSTAIN: Delegates Luis Limes, 
Nabors. (4 votes) 

Paul Manglona , James 

ABSENT: Delegates Juan Lizama and Maria ~gn~elinan. 

fl 

And the motidn was carried. 

- .. 
Mendiola and William 

Secretary Nabors: Mr. President, I have 13 affirmative votes, five negative 
votes, four abstentions, and two absences. I 
President H. Guerrero: Committee ~gcornmendation No. 19 passed. It's. adopted 
6y 17 votes. Delegate Nabors, can you read the next one, 58? I believe 
before we go on that committee recoinmenilat-ion when passed by the committee . . .  of 
the Whole, apparently, Section 4 was missing from it and I rather have the 
Vice Chairman explain what happened. 

Delegate Mafnas: Yes. Just read the original recommendation. The one'that 
was handed out should be treated as the floor amendment because Section 4 was 
not included in the original committee recommendation. ' ,  

Secretary Nabors: So which one should be read? 

Delegate Mafnas: The one in the file, not the one that was handed out. I. :. 
Secretary Nabors read Committee Recommendation No. 58 in its entirety, as, 

follows: 

"COMiiITTEE RECOMMENDATION NO. 58 

"A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

"To amend Sections 2, 3, and 4 of Article IV of the Northern Marianas Consti- 
tution relating to the Judicial Branch. 

"BE IT ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: I 

"I. Effective upon ratification, Sections 2, 3, and 4 of Article IV is 
amended to read: 

"Upon ratification pursuant to Section 5 of Article XVIII of the Commonwealth 
of the Northern Mariana Islands Constitution and Public Law No. 4-30, the 
Constitution of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands is amended 
as £01-lows: 

1 

"'Section 2. Commonwealth ~ria'l Court. ,The Commonwealth trial court 
shall have original jurisdiction in all cases in equity and in all cases at 
law which involve land in the Commonwealth, and in all other civil actions. 
The court shall also have original jurisdiction in all criminal actions. At 
least one full-time judge shall be assigned to civil and criminal actions 

E 
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I f i l e d  i n  Rota  and T i n i a n .  The l e g i s l a  re" s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  number o f  
j u d g e s .  !@ $ 

+, $2 

1 " ' S e c t i o n  3. Commonwealth Appea ls ,  C o u r t .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  may e s t a b l i s k  
a  Commonwealth a p p e a l s  c o u r t  t o  h e a r  t h o s  a p p e a l s  f rom judgments  and o r d e r s  

, o f  t h e  Commonwealth t r i a l  ~ o u r t . ~ : '  
. $ r ,  *-  

.I> 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e - ~ a f n a s ?  

~ e l e ~ a t e  Mafnas:  Thank you,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  S e c t i o n  4 s h o u l d  have  been  
i n c l u d e d  on t h e  r e a d i n g  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ' s  recommendat ion,  Committee Recommec 
d a t i o n  No. 58.  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  handou t  on Committee Recommendation No. 5 E  
now i n c l u d e s  S e c t i o n  4 and  I wou*ld l i k e  t o  t r e a t  t h i s  a s  a  f l o o r  amendment-  . . 

I 
'. w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  s e n t e n c e  s t a r t i n g  f rom l i n e  16  t h r o u g h  1 8 :  . " ~ h ' e  . . .  . 

t e r m  o f  t h e  o f f i c e  s h a l l  be .as p r o v i d e d  by law,  e x c e p t  t h a t  no judge  # s h a l l  .' 
s e r v e  h i s  o f f i c e  f o r  more t h a n  s i x  f e a r s . "  I would l i k e  t o  have  t h a t  s e n t e n t  
b e  s t r i c k e n  o u t  s o  t h a t  I c a n  make t h e  mot ion .  I s o  move t o  a d o p t  Committee 1 Recommendation No. 58.  

I D e l e g a t e  Nabors  seconded  t h e  mo t ion .  

/ D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  W i l l  you k i n d l y  t h e n  s t r i k e  o u t  t h e  s e n t e n c e  b e g i n n i n g  f r o n  
1 l i n e  1 6  o n ?  
I 
I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas ,  i f  you s t r i k e  t h a t  o u t ,  it i s  t h e  
1 niime t h i n g  a s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  v e r s i o n .  So t h e r e ' s  no p o i n t  i n  p u t t i n g  it i n .  I 

i s  t h e  same l a n g u a g e  a s  t h e  c u r r e n t  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  s o  t h e r e  i s  no p o i n t  o f  p u t  
t i n g  it i n .  

I D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  No, it i s n ' t .  T h i s  i s  a  new l a n g u a g e .  The t e r m  o f  o f f i c e  
, s h a l l  be  p r o v i d e d  by law,  e x c e p t  t h a t  no judge s h a l l  s e r v e  h i s  o f f i c e  f o r  mor 
1 t h a n  s i x  y e a r s .  
1 

i P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  A r e  you p u t t i n g  t h a t  i n ?  

( D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  No, I ' m  s t r i k i n g  t h a t  o u t .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Which one a r e  you s t r i k i n g ?  Is it t h e  e n t i r e  s e n t e n c  
My q u e ' s t i o n  i s ,  i f  you s t r i k e  o u t  t h e  e n t i r e  s e n t e n c e ,  w e  a r e  back  t o  t h e  Sam 
v e r s i o n .  

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  Y e s .  The re  i s  a n  amendment on t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  
t h e  3 0  i s  changed  t o  35 y e a r s .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Oh, e x c u s e  m e .  

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  So i f  t h e  members have  a l r e a d y  s t r i c k e n  o u t  t h e  s e n t e n c e  
b e g i n n i n g  on l i n e  1 6 ,  I move t o  a d o p t  t h e  commit tee  s u b s t i t u t e  o r  f l o o r  amend 
rnent. 

D e l e g a t e  Mendio la  s econded  t h e  mo t ion .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  I t  h a s  been  moved and  seconded  t o  amend Committee 
Recommendation No. 58 by D e l e g a t e  Mafnas.  D i s c u s s i o n s ?  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas? 
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D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  Yes,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  T h i s  was discussed i n  l e n g t h  d u r l n g  t h  
F l r s t  Reading. S e c t i o n s  2 and 3 a r e  a sended  j u s t  t o  u p d a t e  t h e  p r e s e n t  s l t u a  
t i o n ,  c l e a n  up t h e  l anguage  i n  t h e  C o n g t i t u t i d k .  S e c t i c n  4 ,  t h e  significant 
amendment h e r e  i s  c h a n g i n g  t h e  a g e  o f  j-hdge f rom.30  t o  35 .  T h i s  was c o n s i d e r  
by t h e  commit tee  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  by t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  F i r s t  
N o r t h e r n  N a r i a n a s  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i ~ n ,  D e l e g a t e  G u e r r e r o .  

*:-?$- r - 
C 1 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r c :  Thank you.  ~ n y ' o t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n s ?  I f  none ,  g o i n g  
o n c e ,  g o i n g  t w i c e ;  S e c r e t a r y  Nabqrs ,  c a n  you t a k e  t h e  r o l l  c a l l ?  ' 

/. 

D e l e g a t e  Mend'iola: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ' ?  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Yes. 
' .  

I D e l e g a t e  Mendio la :  I t h i n k  w e  a r e  o n l y  d i s c u s s i n g  D e l e g a t e  ~ a f n a $ '  amendment I .  
. . . . .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Excuse m e ,  t h a t ' s  t r u e .  ' 
. . . 

T h e r e  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e  mot ion  t o  a d o p t  t h e  amendment . .  

o f f e r e d  by D e l e g a t e  Mafnas was c a r r i e d  by v o i c e  v o t e .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  W e  a r e  back  t o  t h e  main m o t i o n .  D e l e g a t e  Mend io l a?  ' 

D e l e g a t e  Mendio la :  Thank you ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  I g o t  an  amendment t h a t  h a s  
been  p a s s e d  o u t .  On l i n e s  7 and 8 ,  d e l e t e  " j u d g e "  and " c i v i l  and  c r i m i n a l  
a c t i o n s  f i l . e d  i n "  and i n s e r t  " p u b l i c  d e f e n d e r " .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  Guer re ro : .  D e l e g a t e  Mend io l a ,  c a n  you r e s t a t e  y o u r  m o t i o n ?  

( D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  I s  t h a t  a  m o t i o n ?  

I D e l e g a t e  Mendio la :  Y e s .  I move t o  amend Committee Recommendation No. 58 .  On 
l i n e s  7 and  8 ,  d e l e t e  " j u d g e "  and  " c i v i l  and  c r i m i n a l  a c t i o n s  f i l e d  i n "  a n d  

[ i n s e r t  " p u b l i c  d e f e n d e r " .  
I 

I D e l e g a t e  Nabors  s econded  t h e  mo t ion .  

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I t h i n k  t h e  p r o p o s e d  amendment d o e s  n o t  be-  
l o n g  i n  t h e  j u d i c i a l  b r a n c h .  T h i s  i s  A r t i c l e  X V I I I ,  t h e  t h i r d  b r a n c h  o f  o u r  
government  and t h e  P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r ' s  O f f i c e  d o e s  n o t  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  t h i r d  
b r a n c h  o f  o u r  government .  So I would l i k e  t o  r e s p e c t f u l l y  a s k  t h e  mover t o  
w i thd raw h i s  mo t ion  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  v o t e  it down. 

D e l e g a t e  V i l l aqomez :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I am i n  f a v o r  o f  h a v i n g  a  P u b l i c  Defende 
i n  T i n i a n  and Ro ta .  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  many t i m e s  t h e  P u b l i c  Defende r  would s 
t h e r e  t h e  day  o f  t h e  t r i a l  and  d o e s  n o t  ha;e t i m e  t o  p r e p a r e  and  p r e s e n t  t h e -  
c a s e .  And I w i s h  t h a t  w e  c a n  do some th ing  i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  b u t  I have  t o '  agx 
w i t h  d e l e g a t e  Mafnas t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  p l a c e  t o  do  it. I f  I were t h e  Ch i€  
P u b l i c  Defende r  r i g h t  now, I ' d  s e n d  somebody t o  T i n i a n ,  o r  do  s o m e t h i n g ,  a s k  
f o r  b u d g e t  o r  some th ing .  I t h i n k  t h e  p r o p e r  p l a c e  t o  a d d r e s s  t h a t  i s  i n  t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e ,  b u t  n o t  h e r e .  

D e l e q a t e  Mendio la :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I j u s t  f i n i s h e d  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  AG and  he  
men t ioned  l i k e  what  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas h a s  s a i d  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t .  It d o e s  n o t  
b e l o n g  h e r e .  So I wi thd raw t h e  m o t i o n .  

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Thank you.  
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I Delegate Mafnas: I move for the previous question. 

Delegate Nabors seconded the motion. , * & 
President H. Guerrero: We are voting @ow on ~bmnittee Recommendation Yo. 5a, 

; as amended. Secretary Nabors, can you take the roll call? 
7 ' 
4 d  " 

Secretary Nabors called the:.roll, ?.@.the motion to adopt Corrnlttee 
Recommendation No. 5 5 ,  as amended, on 2e%ond and Final Reading was carried 5: 
a roll call vote of 21 affirmative votes. Delegate Paul Nanglona abstained. 
Delegates Juan Lizama and Maria Pangelinan were absent. 

Secretary Nabors: Mr. President, I have 21 affirmative votes, one abszentior I no negative note, and two absences. 

. President H. Guerrero: Committee Recommendation No. 58 passed by 22 votes;... 
The Committee Recommendation No. 40 for reconsideration, will the mover of. .. 

' this., please, explain your rationale for this? I 
1 Delegate Ogumoro: At this time, Mr. President, I would like to move that we 

I withdraw from the calendar Committee Recommendation No. 40. 
I 

I President H. Guerrero: Committee Recommendation No.. 40 is withdrawn for 
consideration. We'll move on to the next one, Acquisition. Yes? 

I D.~legate Ogumoro: I have already discussed my concern with both the Chair- 
person and Vice Chairperson of the Committee on Local Government and I am , 

satisfied. They have assured me that our people will be protected in light c 
the provision and that this proposal is consistent with our land alienation ' 
provision and that our people are going to be protected. So therefore, I mol , that that be withdrawn. 

i 
I Delegate Torres: If Delegate Ogumoro consents, I'd like for that to be 
considered in light of the adoption of Committee Recommendation No. 19. Coul / that be reconsidered? 

Delegate Ogumoro: What was the Committee Recommendation No. 19? I'm sorry. 

~ e l e ~ a t e  ~orres: The Committee Recommendation No. 19 for practical purposes 
killed the land alienation provision. So, if we reconsider this, I would li!~ 
to move that we strike out Section 5 of the Constitution because we don't nee 
it. We needed it originally with the proposed amendment by the Committee on 
Local Government. But since we killed the land alienation already, for all 
practical.purposes, we don't need it because only persons of Northern Mariana 
descent will be eligible to own land to begin with. So, either we make it or 
hundred or make it zero, the fact remains that land will remain with persons 
of Northern Marianas descent. 

Delegate Ogumoro: I'm sorry, I probably have misunderstood the request made 
by Delegate Torres. If that's the 'concern, 1 would like to bring it out for 
discussion. And if we feel that we have to kill that, let's kill it. If we 
feel that we have to maintain it, let's maintain. But for discussion purpose 
I will then reconsider my motion to withdraw it from the calendar. Thank you 

Delegate Villagomez: Information. I have a question regarding procedure. Ha 
Committee Recommendation 40 been passed on Second Reading previously? 
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President H. Guerrero: It has. T * ,.-,. 

I Delegate Villaqomez: And this is onl$.:a request for reconsideration by 
Delegate Ogumoro? 

President H. Guerrero: She mades;-:,a mot$$? . ., two days ago, I believe, according 
to our Rules. &. .F . - .r 

Delegate Villagomez: I see. I have no objection to it being withdrawn and 
taken off the calendar then. I thought that it hadn't been passed on Second 
Reading. And so I have no objection to it being taken off the calendar. 

Delegate Ogumoro: Thank you for not objection for =t to be withdrawn but to 
take into consideration the concerns of Delegate Torres. I would' like that 

; it be maintained so that we can discuss it and the delegates dispose of t h s :  
measure in light of the action.that.we took on Committee Recommendat1o.n Nd:'I 

* 

President H. Guerrero: We need to vote on it before we go on with the dis-- 
, cussion. 

, The motion to recall Committee Recommendation No. 40 for consideration ' 

by the Convention was defeated by a raising of hands,vote of 10 against and. 
7 for the motion. ~ 

I 
President H. Guerrero: The motion is defeated; it cannot be reconsidered. 
Would the mover of Committee Recommendation No. 20 for reconsideration pleas€ 
give your rationale for calling this up before we vote? Nobody moved for thi 

I Delegate Ogumoro: I think the mover is absent. 

President H. Guerrero: Who was the mover? 

I Delegate Ogumoro: Either Delegate Lizama, or is it Delegate ... ? 
I 

I .  (Laughter) 

The motion to recall Committee Recommendation No. 20 for reconsideration 
was defeated by a raising of hands vote of 14 against and none for the motion 

President H. Guerrero: We are now with Committee Recommendation No. 21. 'Mr. 
Secretary, can you please read what's on 21? 

Secretary Nabors read Committee Recommendation No. 21 in its entirety, a 
follows : 

I "COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION NO. 21 

"A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

"To amend the Constitution to add a new section in Article I to make abortion 
illegal in the Northern Mariana Islands. 
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" B E  IT  ADOPTED B Y  THE SECOND CONSTITUTIQNAE CONVENTION:  
$3 9- 

6 '< 

'IUpon r a t i f i c a t i o n  p u r s u a n t  t o  S e c t i o n  :$of A r t i c , l e  X V I I I  o f  t h e  C o m o n ~ e a l t h  
of  t h e  Nor the rn  Mariana I s l a n d s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and 'Pub l i c  Law No. 4 - 3 0 ,  t h e  
c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  Corgmonwealth o f  the:$.orthern Mariana I s l a n d s  i s  amended a s  

>$:b 

f o l l o w s  : . !:.. E.. -{$@ r .  
t? 

W' 

" ~ f ' f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  S e c t i o n  11 w i l l  be added unde r  ' ~ r t i c l ' e  I t o  
r e a d :  ).. 

. " ' S e c t i o n  11: A b o r t i o n .  The a b o r t i o n  o f  t h e  unborn c h i l d  d u r i n g  t h e  
m o t h e r ' s  p regnancy  i s  p r o h i b i t e d  i n  t h e  Commonwealth o f  t h e  Nor the rn  Mariana 
I s l a n d s ,  e x c e p t  a s  p r o v i d e d  by law."' 

. . .  
. . . - 

' P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  I s  t h e r e , a  mot ion  t o  a d o p t  t h i s  f i r s t ?  . . : . . 

~ : e l e g ' a t e  M&fnas: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I move t o  a d o p t  Committee Recommendation 51.. 

D e l e g a t e  Nabors seconded t h e  mot ion .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  I t  h a s  been moved and seconded t o  a d o p t  Committee . 
Recommendation No. 2 1 .  D i s c u s i o n s ?  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas? 

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  Y e s ,  I move t o  f i l e  i t .  

1 D e l e g a t e  I g i t o l  seconded t h e  mot ion .  

I D e l e q a t e  Nabors:  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e r e  s h o u l d  be  some o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  d i s c u s -  / 
s i o n s  on t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e .  And I am h a v i n g  d i s t r i b u t e d  a n  amendment i n  1 / t h e  n a t u r e  o f  s u b s t i t u t i o n  t o  t h e  recommendation. 1 

I I 
1 D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  I wi thdraw my mot ion  t h e n .  
i 

i D e l e g a t e  Nabors:  Thank you. - I somove f o r  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  amendment t h a t  i s  
c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  p a s s e d .  I 

D e l e g a t e  ~ e n d i o l a  seconded t h e  mot ion .  

p r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  It  h a s  been moved and seconded t o  amend Committee 
Recommendation No. 21. D i s c u s s i o n s ?  D e l e g a t e  Mendio la?  

D e l e g a t e  Mendiola:  Thank you,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  J u s t  a q u e s t i o n  t o  t h e  mover 
o f  t h i s  mo t ion .  What happen i f  t h e  woman r a p e s  a man? . .. I 
D e l e g a t e  Mabors: She g e t s  what  s h e  d e s e r v e s .  

( L a u g h t e r )  

I P r e s i d e n t  H.  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas? 

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I oppose t h e  f l o o r  amendment and I s h a r e  t h e  
conce rn  o f  D e l e g a t e  P a n g e l i n a n  p r o h i b i t i n g  a b o r t i o n  i n  any  p u b l i c  m e d i c a l  
f a c i l i t y  when s h e  echoed  h e r  c o n c e r n .  I ' m  s a y i n g  t h a t  I s t i l l  s h a r e  t h a t  - 

c o n c e r n .  T h i s  i s  a v e r y  complex i s s u e  and I am n o t  g o i n g  t o  v o t e  f o r  any  on 
a b o r t i o n  i s s u e  i n  t h i s  c o n v e n t i o n ,  e i t h e r  be it a l l o w e d  o r  n o t  a l l o w e d  i n  any 
p u b l i c  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y .  I would l i k e  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s u b j e c t  b e  
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g i v e n  a n  e x t e n s i v e  r e v i e w  by t h e  L e g i s  +atfire. ,  So I oppose  t h i s  amendment an(  

1 any  o t h e r  amendment o r  p r o p o s a l  re1at i"e  d t o  a h o r t i o n .  Thank you. 
fa. 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  T e n o r i o ?  
. . 

.Iw .',: 

D e l e g a t e  T e n o r i o :  Thank you,  ~ r $ . ~  ~ r e s i g g n t .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  I t h i n k  w e  d i s -  
cu.ssed t h i s  f l o o r  amendment a l r e a d y   and''^ t h o u g h t  i t  was d e f e a t e d .  But i f  I 
wrong, I wi thd raw my s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  amendment. 

P, 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  - G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e ~ ~ V i l l a n u e v a ?  

I D e l e g a t e  V i l l a n u e v a :  I move t o  end  d e b a t e .  

.. . . .  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas s econded ,  and t h e  mo t ion  was c a r r i e d  by voic 'e v o t e .  

. . . .  1 .  P r e s i Z e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  W e  a r e  b a c k  t o  t h e  main mot ion .  D e l e g a t e  ~ a f n a s ? '  :- '  

1 D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I move t o  f i l e  Committee ~ e c o m m e n d a t i o n  2.1.. 
I ' D e l e g a t e  Nabors:  No; we have  t o  v o t e  on t h e  mo t ion  t o  a d o p t  t h e  amendment .. I I D e l e g a t e  I g i t o l :  I t h o u g h t  we v o t e d  on i t  a l r e a d y .  ' ,  

I 
D e l e g a t e  Nabors:  No, w e  a r e  j u s t  e n d i n g  d e b a t e .  

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  I ' m  s o r r y .  

The mot ion  t o  a d o p t  t h e  amendment o f f e r e d  by D e l e g a t e  Nabors  t o  commit t i  
Recommendation No. 21  was d e f e a t e d  by v o i c e  v o t e .  

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas? 

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I move t o  f i l e  Committee Recommendation No. 
21.  

D e l e g a t e  I g i t o l  seconded  t h e  mo t ion .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  I t  h a s  been  moved and seconded  t o  f i l e  Committee 
Recommendation No. 21. D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t ?  

D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  Thank you ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  I t h i n k  f i l i n g  t h i s  by t h e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Conven t ion  would be  t h e  g r e a t e s t  m i s t a k e  w e  made i n  t h i s  Con- 
v e n t i o n .  T h i s  i s  t h e  mos t  u r g e n t  and i m p o r t a n t ,  v i t a l  i s s u e  t h a t  s h o u l d  b e  
d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h i s  Conven t ion .  W e  a r e  now p l a n n i n g  t o  t a k e  t h i s  back  t o  t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e .  I t  h a s  been  p a s t  s e v e n  y e a r s  now. The t h i n g s  t h a t  happened f o l  
t h e  p a s t  s e v e n  y e a r s  -- I s a i d  s e v e n  y e a r s  b e c a u s e  s e v e n  y e a r s  ago ,  o u r  ' 

C o n s t T t u t i o n a l  came i n t o  e x i s t e n c e  and t h a t  p r i o r  t o  t h a t  w e  were  c o v e r e d  by  
t h e  T r u s t  T e r r i t o r y  Codes.  W e  have  some p r o v i s i o n s  i n  t h e  TT Code a b o u t  t h e  
a b o r t i o n .  S i n c e  t h e n ,  f o r  t h e  p a s t  s e v e n  y e a r s ,  many t h i n g s  have  d e v e l o p e d  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h i s .  Be ing  a  d o c t o r ,  I ' m  q u i t e  c o n c e r n e d  and  I t h i n k  most  o f  yo1 
have  s e e n  s i g n a t u r e s  f rom a g r o u p  o f  d o c t o r s  and  a l s o  f rom t h e  C a t h o l i c  and  
P r o t e s t a n t  s e r v i c e s  on t h e  i s l a n d .  And I t h i n k  i f  w e  f i l e  t h i s ,  t h i s  w i l l  be 
t h e  g r e a t e s  m i s t a k e  we made i n  t h i s  Conven t ion .  Thank you .  

P r e s i d e n t  H.  G u e r r e r o :  L e t  m e  c a l l  on  D e l e g a t e  King f i r s t .  

I D e l e g a t e  King: Thank you ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  I am v e r y  s u r p r i s e d  when w e  a r e  
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g o i n g  t o  f i l e  t h i s  because  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d o c t o r s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  
l e a d e r s  h e r e  on S a i p a n  a d d r e s s e d  t h e i r y k o n c e r g  t h a t  t h e y  want  u s  t o  do some- 
t h i n g  t o  c o n t r o l  a b o r t i o n  h e r e  i n  t h e  N o r t h e r n  M a r i a n a s .  They a r e  a s k i n g  u s  
t o  h e l p  them b e c a u s e  it is  becoming t o  b e  u n c o n t r o l l a b l e  h e r e  i n  t h e  Nor ther r .  
Mar i anas .  We have  p e o p l e  from Guam coming i n  and  t h e y  a r e  e a r n i n g  money 
b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  k i n d  o f  immoral q r a c t i c e ' $  .L b e l i e v e  t h a t  i f  t h l s  Conven t ion  
d o e s  n o t  do  a n y t h i n g  t o  p r e v e n t  a'bortiori- i n  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar i anas  t h a t  we a r e  
u r g i n g  o u r  women t o  k i l l  t h e i r  b a b i e s  brefore g i v i n g  b i r t h  b e c a u s e  . they  w i l l  
n o t  be c h a r g e d  a s  c r i m i n a l s .  I t - ~ e e m s  t h a t  we a r e  t e l l i n g  t h e n  t h a t  i f  you 
k i l l  your  baby ,  you w i l l  n o t  be  c ,harged c r i m i n a l .  So I would l i k e  t h e  d e l e -  
g a k e s  t o  be s e r i o u s  unde r  t h i s  because  t h i s  i s  a  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e .  And 
w e  s h o u l d  t r y  t o  g i v e  t h o s e  unborn b a b i e s  t h e  g i f t  o f  l i f e .  God i s  t h e  o n l y  
p e r s o n  t h a t  can  t a k e  l i f e  o u t  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  n o t  a  s i p g l e  p e r s o n .  But  we a r e  
g i v i n g  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t h e  f l e x i b i l i t y  t o  come up and d e t e r m i n e  t h e  good t y p e  

. o f  a b o r t i o n  t h a t  w e  can  c o n t r o l  and  g i v e  t h e  d o c t o r s ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d o c t o r . s ' k h  
r e a l  r e a s o n s  why t h e y  a r e  g o i n g  t o  p e r f o r m  a b o r t i o n .  Wi thou t  s u c h  c o n t r o l , . -  
w e  a e  g o i n g  t o  end  up w i t h  l o t s  o f  a b o r t i o n s  i n  o u r  p l a c e  knowing w i t h o u t  any  
r e a s b n s  why t h e y  p e r f o r m  s u c h  a b o r t i o n .  I r e p e a t  a g a i n ,  I am g o i n g  t o  unde r -  
l i n e  t h a t  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  n o t  t r y  t o  e n c o u r a g e  o u r  women t o  p e r f o r m  o r  t o  k i l l  
t h e i r  b a b i e s  b e f o r e  b i t h  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  be c h a r g e d  c r i m i n a l  b e c a u s e  i f  
you do  i t  a f t e r  b i r t h  you a r e  g o i n g  t o  be  c h a r g e d  c r i m i n a l .  So d o n ' t  t r y  to 
l e a v e  t h e  l o o p h o l e s  t o  t h o s e  women t h a t  want  t o  g e t  . r i d  of  t h e i r  b a b i e s .  Than 
you .  

I i D e l e g a t e  Nabors:  P o i n t  o f  c l a r i f i c a t i o n .  

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Wha t ' s  y o u r  p o i n t ?  

D e l e g a t e  Nabors :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I have  been  a s k e d  w h e t h e r  a  s e c r e t  b a l l o t  i s  
p e r m i s s i b l e .  

I Delegate: No. 
I I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  T h a t  w i l l  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  by t h e  Conven t ion .  A l l  it ' 

1 r e q u i r e s  i s ,  s i n c e  we a r e  n o t  v o t i n q  by r o l l  c a l l  on  t h i s  mo t ion  t o  f i l e  i t ,  - - I i t ' s ,  I b e l i e v e ,  p e r m i s s i b l e .  

D e l e g a t e  Nabor-s: I would l i k e  t o  a s k  what  i s  t h e  w i s h e s  o f  t h e  Conven t ion .  

D e l e g a t e  King: Open. 

D e l e g a t e  DL. G u e r r e r o :  I s t a n d  t o  c h a l l e n g e  t h a t  b e c a u s e  w e  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  
v o t e  by r o l l  c a l l  on  Second and  F i n a l  Reading .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Not on  t h e  mo t ion  f o r  f i l i n g .  W e  have  n o t  u s e d  r o l l  
c a l l  f o r  f i l i n g .  I t ' s  j u s t  a  s i m p l e  m a j o r i t y .  

I D e l e g a t e  King: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  l e t ' s  j u s t  v o t e  on  it. 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  I need  t o  r ' e cogn ize  c e r t a i n  p e o p l e  f i r s t .  D e l e g a t e  
Mafnas? 

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  Y e s .  The r e a s o n  why I want  it f i l e d  i s  b e c a u s e  t h e  commit- 
t e e ' s  recommendat ion i s  p r o h i b i t i n g  a b o r t i o n  e x c e p t  a s  p r o v i d e d  by law.  I am 
n o t  r e a d y  t o  p r o h i b i t  a b o r t i o n  o r  t o  a l l o w  it o r  n o t  t o  p r o h i b i t  it. I am no1 
r e a d y  t o  v o t e  on Committee Recommendation No. 21. The i s s u e  i s  v e r y  complex .  
Even t h e  c o u r t ,  many o f  t h e  c o u r t s  have  n o t  d e c i d e d  on many q u e s t i o n s  r e l a t i v e  
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to abortion. Mr. President, I share the concerns that many visitors from 
Guam are coming and perhaps women from here going to Guam, but however, I jus 
cannot say or cast my vote to prohibitfit or not to prohibit it. We simply 
don't have the time to review all the t$uestionG involved. I listened during 
the public hearing to the statements made by Bishop Camacho and some of the 
witnesses. I was confused after that hearing and I am afraid to say "yes" or 
"no" because I don't have all the inforn?%i$ion that I need. So I urge my 
colleagues to vote in favor of th> motiph to file Committee Recommendation 21 

President H. Guerrero: Let me cdll on Delegate Guerrero first. 

Delegate DL. Guerrero: Thank you, Mr. President. I, for one, as I stated 
earlier in the First Reading, am in support of the committee's recommendation 
I am fully in agreement with the statement made by Dr. Kaipat that it is abou: 
time for us to have this recommendation from this Convention. I believe that 
99 percent of our population on the island today are all religious pe~ple.; ..I. ' 
also believe that our doctors that made the recommendation to this ~onventi6.n- 
they. themselves have reached the conclusion that this is a very important . 
issue that it should be addressed by this Convention. I am not worried about 
those girls or women that need to be aborted. They can go some place else,' 
not necessarily Saipan. I am not worried also for the usage of publlc facili- 
should it require to save the life of the unborn child or to save the m0the.r - 
for that matter. If it's required, I'm sure that the doctors themselves woulc 
have to use their own best judgment based on their p~ofessionalism whether it 
is really required or not required. So I am not hesitant to present this be- 
fore the voters and let the people come up with their own judgment and let thc 
people come up with their own intelligent decision whether they will support 
this committee recommendation to prohibit the abortion in the entire CNMI. 
Thank you. 

1 President H. Guerrero: Delegate Villanueva? 
I 

Delegate Villanueva: Mr. President, I'm in favor of filing this because when 
I read this proposed recommendation, we are saying that abortion of an unborn 
child during the mother's pregnancy is prohibited as provided by law. _Who is 
going to provide the law? The Legislature. So if we give this to the Legis- 
lature, they can provide what Delegate Kaipat is concerned with to deny 
abortion on demand. And I have a concern with this unborn child. I thought 
that something in the stomach of the mother is not a child until it's born. 
And Ikant to ask at least Dr. Kaipat if he can explain this to the Conventioi 
because I am a little bit confused. Thank you. 

President H. Guerrero: Dr. Kaipat, do you want, I mean, Delegate Kaipat, do 
you want to explain? 

Delegate Kaipat: Thank you very much, Mr. President. Being a doctor at this 
stage -where I see the critical action of this Convention over the abortion, I 
would like to talk now. I would like to use a very simple English in esplain- 
ing this. First, Delegate Villanueva mentioned that a baby in a stomach -- 
baby has never been in the stomch; they are in the uterus. Stomach is only 
for the food and uterus is where the baby is. So the baby never go into the 
stomach. Only when you swallow fish or rice they go into the stomach but 
uterus is where the baby is. I think there are quite ignorance among us abou- 
the medical thing. I would like to explain in a very simple language. Abor- 
tion, usually in the medical terminology, is used for the first at least thret 
months of pregnancy because first the trimester, first three months. Second 
trimester or the three, four, five, we call it a miscarriage and when it come: 
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t o  seven  t o  n i n e  months,  t h e  l a s t  t r i m e s t e y ,  w e  c a l l  it a p r e m a t u r e  l a b o r  o r  
d e l i v e r y .  Okay, a b o r t i o n  w i l l  c o v e r  f p m  f i r 3 J  t h r e e  months t o  n i n e  months o  
p regnancy .  And t h o s e  p e o p l e  t h a t  a r e  ~ 1 a n n i n g . t o  v o t e  f o r  f i l i n g  o r  t o  remov. 
t h i s  p r o p o s a l  from t h e  f l o o r  a g r e e   wit^ murde r ing  o r  k i l l i n g  b a b i e s .  A b o r t i o  
means k i l l i n g ,  k i l l i n g  human b e i n g ,  whet6her i t ' s  one  month o r  n i n e  months,  thc 
same t h i n g .  The p r o c e d u r e  o f  a b o r t i o n  t f i ~ t w e  d o ,  o r  d o c t o r  o r  t h e  corpman 
d o ,  o r  a  nondoc to r  o r  a  w i t c h - d o c t o r  doi%mong t h e  i s l a n d s  o r  anywhere . . . .  

- 7 

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas: Q u e s t i o n .  

D e l e g a t e  ~ a i ~ a t :  Can I c o n t i n u e  p l e a s e ?  

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  No, I want t o  q u e s t i o n  you! M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I want 
a  q u e s t i o n  t o  D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t .  

1; P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Would you y i e l d ,  D e l b g a t e  K a i p a t ?  

t o  pose  

- q u e s t i o n :  
> 

D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  I ' d  l i k e  t o  c o n t i n u e  on .  I would l i k e  t o  have  t h e  
L a t e r .  

/ D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  Because I t h i n k  many o f  t h e s e  d e l e g a t e s  need some s i m p l e  . 

I e x p l a n a t i o n  a b o u t  a b o r t i o n .  Okay. I would l i k e  t o  r e p e a t  a g a i n .  A b o r t i o n  
means a  p r o c e s s  o f  k i l l i n g  human b e i n g .  I t ' s  j u s t  a s  s i m p l e  a s  t h a t .  Abor t ic  

i 
i s  a  p r o c e s s  o f  k i l l i n g  b a b i e s .  Okay, i f  you f i l e  i t ,  you l i k e  t o  f i l e  i t , , o ;  
you l i k e  t o  go a g a i n s t  t h i s  p r o p o s a l ,  v o t e  a g a i n s t  it t o  p r e v e n t  a b o r t i o n ,  
t h e n  you a r e  v e r y  happy a b o u t  k i l l i n g  p e o p l e .  See?  Because  a b o r t i o n  means 
k i l l i n g  b a b i e s .  I t ' s  j u s t  l i k e  murde r ing  an a d u l t  o r  a s s a s s i n a t i n g  t h e  1 Governor .  So,  i f  you v o t e  a g a i n s t  t h i s  t h i n g  o r  you l i k e  t o  f i l e  i t ,  t h a t  1 means you d e c l a r e  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  who a r e  l i s t e n i n g  a t  t h i s  moment t h a ?  
you ,  M r .  Mafnas,  f o r  example,  would l i k e  t o  k i l l  b a b i e s .  ( L a u g h t e r )  So I wou: .. I l i k e  t o  c o n t i n u e  now. T h i s  i s  v e r y  s e r i o u s .  Being  a  d o c t o r . .  

t 

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas: Okay. 

i D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  p r i v i l e g e .  

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  S t a t e  your  p r i v i l e g e .  

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  I d o n ' t  i n t e n d  t h a t  by f i l i n g  t h i s  i s  t o  k i l l .  May I a s k  
you a  . q u e s t i o n ?  Have you e v e r  a b o r t ,  pe r fo rm a b o r t i o n ?  

D.e leqa te  K a i p a t :  Only f ema le  a b o r t .  

I D e l e g a t e  Mafnas: Have you v e r  per formed a b o r t i o n ?  

I D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  On m e d i c a l  b a s i s ,  y e s .  

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas: Then you have  k i l l e d .  

D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  No, no ,  t h a t ' s  a  m e d i c a l  i n d i c a t i o n .  I f  your  w i f e  i s  
.... b l e e d i n g  t o  d e a t h  

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas: I d o n ' t  c a r e  how you l o o k  a t  it. 

I D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  T h a t ' s  a  m e d i c a l  i n d i c a t i o n .  

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas: The Ten Commandments, one  o f  t h e  Ten Commandments s a y s ,  t h o [  
s h a l l  n o t  k i l l .  

L --_I_ ......._...._........._. . . _ - - - I . " - -  --.-L--- a_-.-- ..- 
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A c t i n g  F l o o r  Leade r  Mendiola:  O r d e r !  

D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  I f  your  w i f e  comes i n  and s h e  i s  b l e e d i n g  t o  d e a t h  and t h e  
o n l y  t h i n g  t o  do i s  t o  a b o r t ;  i n  o t h e r  words ,  remove p a r t  o f  t h e  p l a c e n t a  
t h a t  i s  s t i l l  a t t a c h e d .  T h i s  i s  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  you d o n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d .  

I 
I 

1 D e l e g a t e  Mafnas: The Ten Commandments d o e s  n o t  s a y  t h a t .  

D e l e g a t e  Kaipat:  The Ten Commandments says , ,  s a v e  t h e  l i f e  o f  human b e i n g s .  
When you w i f e  comes i n  w i t h  t h e  baby o u t  and  a  p i e c e  o f  t h e  p l a c e n t a  i s  s t i l l  
a t t a c h e d ,  s h e  would b l e e d  and b l e e d  and d i e .  The o n l y  way t o  s a v e  h e r  i s  t o  
go i n  and do d e l u t a t i o n  and c u r a t a g e  t o  remove t h a t  p a r t  o r  t h e  f r a c t i o n  o f  
p l a c e n t a  t h a t  i s  s t i l l  a t t a c h e d  t o  s a v e  h e r  and t h e n  g i v e  h e r  some b lood  t o  
s a v e  h e r .  T h a t  i s  a m e d i c a l  a b o r t i o n .  

, 

I * 

D e l e g a t e  V i l l a n u e v a :  P o i n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

h l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  T h a t ' s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  a b o r t i o n  on demand and 
a d i c a l  a b o r t i o n .  Med ica l  a b o r t i o n  i s  a  t r e a t m e n t  t o  s a v e  t h e a l i f e  o f  t h e  
*@tather. A b o r t i o n  on demand means somebody j u s t  walked i n t o  your  o f f i c e  and 
s a i d ,  t a k e  o f f  t h e  baby.  S e e ?  T h a t ' s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e .  I ' m  c o n c e r n e d  b e c a u s e .  
y ~ u  p e o p l e  p r o b a b l y  d o n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  be tween  t h e s e  two.  Abor- 
t i o n  on demand i s  a b o u t  90 p e r c e n t  o f  a b o r t i o n  t o d a y .  Med ica l  a b o r t i o n  i s  
abut 10 p e r c e n t  a s  a  l i f e - s a v i n g  f o r  t h e  mo the r .  A s  I ment ioned  e a r l i e r  t h a t  
i f  you r  w i f e  wa lks  i n t o  t h e  Out P a t i e n t  Depar tment  and i s  b l e e d i n g  v a g i n a l l y  
a n d  h e r  blo-od p r e s s u r e  i s  z e r o  o v e r  z e r o  and s h e  s a y s ,  I am b l a c k i n g  o u t ,  I . 
c a n n o t  f e e l  a n y t h i n g .  The o n l y  emergency t r e a t m e n t  i s  t o  go i n  and remove t h e  
p i e c e  o f  p l a c e n t a  t h a t  i s  c a u s i n g  t h e  b l e e d i n g ,  g i v e  h e r  b l o o d . a n d  s h e  w i l l  
s u r v i v e .  Now, i f  you s a i d ,  t h e  Ten Commandments s a y  s o  t h a t  you d o n ' t  remove 
t h a t  p l a c e n t a ,  s h e  w i l l  go  o n l y  one  way. She w i l l  n o t  l i v e ;  s h e  w i l l  be  d e a d .  
So t h a t ' s  why I s a i d  t h e  word ing  i n  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  would be  t o  p r e v e n t ,  t o  t a k e  
o f f ,  t o  do  a b o r t i o n  f o r  m e d i c a l  pu rpose  o n l y .  I n  o t h e r  words,  when your  w i f e  
comes i n  b l e e d i n g  t o  d e a t h ,  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  i s  z e r o  o v e r  z e r o ,  s h e ' s  i n  shock  
and  s h e  needs  b l o o d ,  s h e  h a s  hypoca lcemia  and d o c t o r s  o n l y  know t h a t  h e r  
s u r v i v a l  would be  removal  o f  t h e  f r agmen t  o f  p l a c e n t a  t h a t  i s  s t i l l  a t t a c h e d  
and  t o  g i v e  h e r  some b l o o d  t o  s u r v i v e .  T h i s  i s  a  m e d i c a l  a b o r t i o n .  I had 
been d o i n g  t h a t  f o r  y e a r s .  T h a t ' s  a normal  t y p e  o f  a b o r t i o n .  

I D e l e g a t e  V i l l a n u e v a :  P o i n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  

~ e l e ~ a t e  K a i p a t :  When we t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  a b o r t i o n  on demand, it means one  
young g i r l  j u s t  wa lks  i n t o  your  o f f i c e ,  t h r e e  months p r e g n a n t  and s a y s ,  doc ,  
remove t h e  baby. I t  t a k e s  o n l y  a b o u t  t e n  m i n u t e s  t o  remove t h a t .  I ' v e  n e v e r  
done  t h a t  k i n d  o f  a b o r t i o n  i n  my l i f e .  And I w i l l  n e v e r  do it. So t h i s  i s  
t h e  d i f f e r e n c e ,  gen t l emen .  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l a n u e v a :  P o i n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t .  

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  S t a t e  your  p o i n t .  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l a n u e v a :  I a s k e d  D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t  t o  e x p l a i n  some o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s  
b e c a u s e  I d o n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  them. And what  he  d i d  i s  a c c u s e d  u s  o f  f a v o r i n g  
t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  b a b i e s .  

D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  T h a t ' s  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  it. I f  you f a v o r  a b o r t i o n ,  s e e . . . .  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l a n u e v a :  We a r e  n o t  f a v o r i n g  a b o r t i o n ;  we a r e  f i l i n g  t h i s  b e c a u s e  
w e  a r e  n o t  i n  f a v o r  o f . .  . . - ------..-. -- - --. -  . - . ... -----..----,----- -- - -  -- 
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D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  I t ' s  t h e  same t h i n g .  F i l i n g  means you t a k e  i t  o f f  f r ~ m  t h e  
t h i n g  t h a t  w e  a r e  supposed t o  do. 

D e l e g a t e  V i l l a n u e v a :  What I ' m  a s k i n g  i s  f o r  your gu idance  because  you a r e  a 
doc to r .  

D e l e g a t e  Kaiwat: And t h a t ' s  e x a c t l y  what I am d o i n g  h e r e .  You d o n ' t  l i s t e n .  

'Delegate  V i l l a n u e v a :  But you a r e  a c c u s i n g  u s  o f  k i l l i n g  b a b i e s .  

Q e l e g a t e  K a i ~ a t :  No, I ' m  n o t  a c c u s i n g  anybody. I ' m  j u s t  s a y i n g  t h e  d e f i n i -  
%!on. Whoever r e f u s e s  t o  have t h e  law a g a i n s t  a b o r t i o n  means he  i s  v e r y  happy 
&O see a dead b a b y ,  killinq babies .  T h a t ' s  t h e  meaning beh ind  t h i s  t h i n g .  I f  
yuu want t o  have a l a w  a g a i n s t  k i l l i n g  b a b i e s ,  t h e n  you a r e  w i t h  everybody. 
B u t  if you d o n ' t  w a n t ' t o  have t h i s  l a w  w r i t t e n  d o w n  so t h e y  wou-ld n o t  p e r f o r m  
ehic kind of abor t ion ,  then  you are anti-killing t h e  baby. 

P&egate King : P o i n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  

&,e,p,ident H. G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  King? 

I O-ate King: A s  a r e a l  C a t h o l i c ,  I ' m  g o i n g  t o  s t a n d  b e f o r e  t h e . C o n v e n t i o n  I t6 defend  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  Bishop Camacho. I 
I 
/ P r q s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  V i l l a n u e v a ?  

I -: I h a n t e d  D r .  K a i p a t  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e s e  t h i n g s  s o  you 
know. . . . 
D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  I ' m  e x p l a i n i n g .  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l a n u e v a :  But I would l i k e  t o  r e q u e s t ,  p l e a s e ,  you know, t o  n o t  t 
accuse because  you a r e  naming d e l e g a t e s  who a e  oppos ing  t h i s  amendment. 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  ~ e l e g a t e  K a i p a t ,  c a n  you a t  l e a s t  r e f r a i n  from making 
o t h e r  judgment? 

D e l e g a t e  V i l l a n u e v a :  W e  want  e x p l a n a t i o n .  

D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  Now you know t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  a b o r t i o n ?  

Delegate Mafnas: I k n o w ,  Mr. President, the d e f i n i t i o n .  But  you s p e c i f i c a l l  
s a id  for example Delegate Mafnas .  D o n ' t  you know w h a t ' s  f i l i n g ?  

D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  W e l l ,  you a r e  t h e  one  t h a t  i s  t r y i n g  t o  f i l e  t h i s .  

I D e l e g a t e  Mafnas: So what ,  t h a t ' s  my p r i v i l e g e .  

D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  I f  you keep  t h i s  pape r  which i s  a v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  p i e c e  o f  
p a p e r .  So what?  What do you mean s o  what -- what?  

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas: I t ' s  my p r i v i l e g e  t o  move t o  f i l e  i t .  You c a n n o t  s t o p  m e .  1 

D e l e g a t e  Ka ipa t :  So I t h i n k  you a r e  wrong. You a r e  v e r y  wrong, gent leman.  
I ' m  j u s t  t e l l i n g  you t h a t  t h i s  i s  a v e r y  wrong move. 

D e l e q a t e  King: Order  ! 
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I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  P l e a s e ,  when w e  a r e  a d d r e s s i n q  t h e  Conven t ion ,  a t  

I l e a s t ,  D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t ,  c a n  you r e f r a i *  from making any  a c c u s a t i o n  t o  any 
member? W e  a r e  making d e b a t e s  on this!.one s o S ' i t  s h o u l d  be  a d d r a s s e d  t o  a l l  

I members o f  t h e  Conven t ion ,  p l e a s e .  
> ,. " 

D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t , $ ; f r o m  t h 8 b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h i s  Conven t ion ,  p e o p l  
have been namlng p e o p l e .  And I d o n ' t  h'ow why you a r e  naming m e  a s  t h e  o n l y  
one a c c u s i n g .  And I ' m  n o t  a c c u s i n g  anybody. I ment ioned  Mafnas '  name b e c a u s  
he i s  t h e  one  t h a t  i s  s u g g e s t i n g ' o r  making a  mot ion  on f i l i n g  t h i s  v e r y  impor 
t a n t  p r o p o s a l .  I ' m  n o t  s u p p o r t i n g  a b o r t i o n  b e c a u s e  o f  any r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p  s a  
so: I ' m  a  d o c t o r  and I know w h a t ' s  t h e  meaning b e h i n d  t h i s .  I f  we d o n ' t  h a v  
law on a b o r t i o n  t o  c o n t r o l  a b o r t i o n ,  you w i l l  see many consequences  w i l l  a r i s  
o u t  o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  As ide  from m e d i c a l  consequences ,  t h e r e  were many o t h e r  
consequences .  One o f  t h e  most s e r i o u s  consequences  m e d i c a l l y ,  i f ' w e  d o n ' t . .  
s t o p  t h i s  a b o r t i o n  w i t h o u t  m e d i c a l  r e a s o n ,  we w i l l  be dead .  S o m e b o d y , w i l l  'di 
e v e n t u a l l y .  So I ' m  j u s t  e x p l a i n i n g .  F i r s t ,  I s a i d  t h e  baby d o n ' t  s t a y  i n  kh 
s tomach,  t h e y  a r e  s t a y i n g  i n  u t e r u s .  And I ' v e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  k i l l i n g  of  t h e  ' 
b a b i e s  which means a b o r t i o n .  A b o r t i o n  means k i l l i n g  o f  t h e  s m a l l  b a b i e s .  .An 
m e d i c a l l y  t h i s  k i l l i n g  o f  t h e  baby v a r i e s  from one month t o  n i n e  months.  AS 
s a i d ,  t h e  e a r l y  t h r e e  months i s  a b o r t i o n ,  t h e  s e c o n d ,  t h e  f i r s t  s i x  months i s  
m i s c a r r i a g e  and  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  months i s  p rema tu re  i n d u c t i o n  o f  l a b o r  o r  - '  . 
p r e m a t u r e  d e l i v e r y .  So t h e  problem i n  f r o n t  of  us ks t h a t  we d o n ' t  have  t h e  
l a w  a b o u t  t o  preven t  people from doing a Q o r t i o n .  Alf of these ~ Q C ~ V L S  i n  the 
h o s p i t a l  have been doing medical t y p e  of a h o r t l o n ,  t h e  one I described earlie 
When somebody comes i n  i n  shock  and t h e  o n l y  way t o  do  i s  t o  remove t h e  rest  
of t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  p regnancy ,  t h e  f r agmen t  t h a t  i s  s t i l l  r e t a i n e d  t h a t  i s  . 
c a u s i n g  t h e  b l e e d i n g  and t h e  p a t i e n t  i s  i n  shock ,  you do t h e  m e d i c a l  a b o r t i o n  
You remove t h a t  p i e c e  t h a t  i s  c a u s i n g  t h e  b l e e d i n g  and  t h e n  g i v e  some m e d i c i h  
t o  s t o p  it and g i v e  some b lood  t o  keep  t h e  mother  a l i v e .  The baby i s  a l r e a d y  
dead  anyway. T h a t ' s  t h e  m e d i c a l  a b o r t i o n .  Okay, t h e  r e a s o n  I ' m  q u i t e  a g a i n s  
f i l i n g  i t  and g i v i n g  it t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ' s  hand a g a i n  i s  b e c a u s e  s i n c e  l a s t  
a b o r t i o n  law we had i n  t h e  T r u s t  T e r r i t o r y  Code, s e v e n  y e a r s  ago  and a f t e r  
s even  y e a r s  o f  b e i n g  i n  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ' s  hand ,  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  no a b o r t i o n  la7 
t o d a y .  The re  i s  no a b o r t i o n  law.  So a f t e r  s even  y e a r s  o f  s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  
Congress  and we a r e  g o i n g  t o  remove, t a k e  t h i s  back  t o  t h e  Congres s  a g a i n  t o  
make it t h e  e i g h t  y e a r .  Do you p e o p l e  know t h a t  t h e r e  was a law d u r i n g  t h e  
T r u s t  T e r r i t o r y  t i m e ?  But  a f t e r  we went  i n t o  t h e  Commonwealth, t h e  law 
s t o p p e d ?  And even  t o d a y  w e  s t i l l  d o n ' t  have any  a b o r t i o n  law.  And t h i s  i s  
why -I t h i n k  it i s  v e r y  s e r i o u s  t h a t  we must  come up.  I d o n ' t  want  t o  t a k e  
t h i s  s a c k  a g a i n  i n t o  t h o s e  p e o p l e  t h a t  n e v e r  e n a c t e d  law f o r  t h e  p a s t  s e v e n  
y e a r s .  I want t h i s  t h i n g  t o  -- p e o p l e  t o  i n i t i a t e  t h i n g s ,  a t  l e a s t  p u t  down 
t h e  l anguage  i n  o u r  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  And t h e n  from t h e r e  on  t h e y  c a n  t e l l  t h e  
Congress  t o  s t a r t  moving tomorrow. Thank you,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  L e t  m e  ca.11 t h e  n e x t  o n e ,  D e l e g a t e  I g i t o l .  

D e l e g a t e  I g i t o l :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I ' m  j u s t  wonder ing  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  i s  one  l e g a  
o p i n i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  and  t h e  l e g a l  o p i n i o n  s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  w e  have  
t o  p u t  t h i s  i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  i t ' s  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  A r t i c l e  I .  I j u s t  wond. 
i f  t h e  commit tee  looked  i n t o  t h a t  l e g a l  o p i n i o n  and  what  i s  t h e  recornrnendatio. 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  King, would you. l i k e  answer  t h a t ?  

D e l e g a t e  King: Yes, M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  The commit tee  looked  i n t o  t h e  l e g a l  
o p i n i o n  and a l s o  t h e  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n i e s  t h a t  were s u b m i t t e d  b y  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  
b o t h  from t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d o c t o r s  and  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r s  and  a l s o  t h e  
conce rned  c i t i z e n s .  And a f t e r  l o o k i n g  a t  i t  -- I b e l i e v e  t h a t  everybody r e a d  
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a l s o  t h e  newspaper  c o n c e r n l n q  P r e s i d e n t  Reaqan t r y i n g  t o  a s k  the Supreme C O U ~  
to review again their decision because4 believe that even President Reagan i 
not satisfied with the Supreme Court's-$ecisi&n. Mr. President, I don't thin 
that we should stand firmly because the*~.S. Constitution says so. We have 
been in the world and in this place and we never have this U.S. Constitution 
because we stand to believe on our own,t'8, Catholic; we believe on the Ten YR Commandments. And because we ha& this$ endment from the United States, we 
started to get away from'our believe on the Ten Commandments and started to 
believe on democracy which sometimes the democracy is not really the true 
feeling of the people because it'sp'just the feeling of the majority. And if 
the.majority of the Northern Marianas is Catholic then the Supreme Court must 
respect us because that is our religion. Let's put in our Constitution that 
we believe by not having abortion or uncontrolled abortion in the CNMI. As.1 
stated earlier that if we allow uncontrolled abortion in the Northern Mariana 
it seems that we are encouraging'our women to perform the killing process. ... 

. before giving birth because the Supreme Court tells you to do so. And if .yo'tr 
do it after birth, then you are going to be charged criminal. So I wo~ld"1ik1 
everybody to think as a Catholic. Give the unborn babies the gift of life. 
They want to see the world as we do. Let the doctors determine whether which 
side is the perfect decision for them to make, whether to save the l.ife of th ( mother or the child or the baby. But if you are going to allow it uncon- . 
trolled, believe me or not, you are going to have the baby died and perhaps 

1 even the moth, both the mother and the baby are going to die. So by control- 
] ling it, we are putting it into a very skgnificant process of determining 

I whether or not the mother or the baby is going to live. So this is it. We 
are not entirely prohibiting abortion, but we should control it. Let's not 
have our children stand in front of us and tell us that you should not tell'mt 
what to do because thls is what the Supreme Court says that I could do it. A: 
a Catholic, we should control our children but not standing before us, before 
the parents and try to dictate us because that's the Fourteenth Amendment or 
that's the amendment of the United States. We should try to educate them alsc 
as a Catholic because we have been in this world long time without any Consti' 
tution and we don't have these kinds of problems because we make them believe 
that k i l l i n y  is murder and killiny is against the Ten Commandments. And I 
r e p e a t  again, I w i l l  stand b e f o r e  t h e  delegates i n  t h i s  Convention to defend 
Bishop Camacho. Thank you. 

President H. Guerrero: Let me call, the next one in my list is Delegate 
Torres and then Delegate Villagomez. 

Delegate Torres: Thank you, Mr. President. I want to deal with this acade- 
mically. I believe that abortion is not new. Abortion has been performed 
since the early biblical times. I don't think we can truly make an experimen. 
on the negative and positive effects of abortion. Perhaps we can look at the 
psychological effect of it. And I'm not convinced that we need to study this 
thing because it's a moral issue: Moral issues make people emotional and we 
will never get anywhere. I look at this issue as I look at women's affairs. 
I don't think we need too much study on that. I think I'm convinced that it 
may be okay, it wouldn't do any har; except to put a burden on the budget. 
That's all. Now, in the event as I.'m sure all of us are conscious that there 
is a move in the United States initiated by President Reagan to ask the 
Supreme Court to reverse its decision which is highly unusual. In the event 
that the abortion law is declared unconstitutional, there is no reason that 
the Legislature can also reverse itself; they can. And it's provided for in 
Article XVIII, Section 3. The Legislature can by legislative initiative just 
remove this from the Constitution. I, for one, have determined or have made 
my decision and this is again moral, a moral decision that I don't think 
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. , . !egade Villagomez: The problem we have there is that we have until tomorro 
decide. , - .  . . .  

6, . . :  

rtion is right and I'm using the term "right" consciously because it's 
jmental. The Legislature should provide for abortion for medical reasons 
the even that the mother's health is jeopardized or endangered, in the 
~t that it has been medically determined tha#thk unborn fetus could be 
lrded if brought to earth. As I said this i;:.,,a mor&d issue  and I s tand to 
port this. 1 t h i n k  the Legislature can un30;?6ihat . > i ? ' . ~ i i~  have done w i t h  
3 if in the event t h a t  +,he U n i t e d  s t a t e s  s u p r e m e  ,, ,.:it court ; -reverse i t 5  d g c i ~ i ( )  
ch again i s  klnG ~f unusual.' Thaak yo+.- '$..* 

..,? - 
+.> ,,.. (::~ 

@gate ~ i i l a ~ a r n e z  z $hank you, nr - PregiQgnt iiI~.''The mOtiLR is 4-6 gile and th 

Legate Mafnas : Precisely. I : 

. . 

+,, 
:;..j.. ..r,.':r: . . $  

legate Villagomez: So, if you don't decide, you don't vote. , 1, . 

son given is that this should be given- to the Legislature for extensive , 
.dy and considerati~n. a?,, 

.egate Mafnas: Point of information, if I may, is that I am not ready to 
:ide whether to prohibit it in the Constitution as reported by the comrnit- 
2 .  I am not ready to decide. That was my reason for filing it. 

leg.ate Mafnas: Right. I cannot vote because of the complexity of the issue I 
leqate Villagomez: May I proceed? 

esident H. Guerrero: Please. 

:leqate Villaqomez: W e  are not here determining whether abortion is right 
.ong, or what kind of abortion should be p e r m i ' t t e d  or what shouldn't be 
:rmitted and the reason is that we are giving that to the Legislature and the ' 
~gislature is going to decide what is going to be permitted and what is going 
) be not permitted. W h e n  we had the public hearing on this issue, the S p e a k e . ' . . ' . ' .  
I the House of Representatives w a s  present and he advised uii t h a t  theIe i s  a 
- k L I  an extensive bill in the subject matter O£ abortion that i g  be&ng PZQ- 
-ssed and he 15 ( 3 ~ ~ f i b e n r  t h 3 t  i f  be shortly. This proposed 

. . .  
, , ') ,"-.. '.' 

 or:..:.:^.:-.:. 
. .  ,. , . 

,.'::: 

-. . . .  
. . 

, ' , . : ] '  
- . ,q' 

.,, . 

.'.*,-;, 

xendment will not get to the public until November 1. And one of the things 
  at the committee cohsidered is that aspect of the public hearing that by 
.le. time this gests to the public, there will be a law setting forth what is 
zrmissible and what is not permissible under abortion. And that would, I 
nderstand that this is a general term to just prohibit. But by giving it to 

,:;IZ;:.* .:. . \ i _ ( .  

, ... . . .  , !  . .. . 
. . I  

. , ; ' . ,  
. L  . 
_. , .  _ .  . 
: '!:' 

he Legislature and by the Legislature coming up with the specifics, it may 
~mply with the restriction or requirements based by the U.S. Constitution. 
nd precisely what we are doing here is giving, actually forcing the Legisla- 
ure to come up with a law that would set forth the conditions under which 
bortion may be permissible. If we don't do this, the Legislature may sit 
.ack and not do anything. I specifically asked the Speaker, why haven't you 
cted? He said, we've been very busy in the last two, three weeks with the 
mergency and things like that. I said, we've been here for seven years, why 
iaven't you acted in the last seven years? And he didn't have any clear 
Lnswer, but he wanted to emphasize that they are working on it now. And so by 
riving it to the Legislature and not deciding in, the Constitution what abortio~,:~!,':?,~ 

. . . .  . ,. . . . . . .  ........ . . .. . : . 

. . ;  . . 

.....'& .... " .  
: .,. , 

$&;$@! . . .  
..;... 

' ,  . 

...;,&$:i .. (,:,I.. 

. ..,. 
- s  prohibited or allowed, we are doing precisely what Delegate Mafnas would 
-ike to do. And that is to give it to the Legislature, let them do the 
!xtensive research and let them decide what abortion is to be permitted. And 

.> L.' 

:... , .. r . ?  
,- . , ,!. 

, . . ,  , ,. . ., .. 
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; i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  I n o s ?  s 

4;. ,Y' " 

sga te  I n o s :  Thank you. M r .  . P r e s i d e n t .  I t  seems vegk i r o n i c  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  
d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  i s s u e  and t h a t  o n l y  men a r e  s p e a k i n g  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
cue.. Only men a r e  s p e a k i n g  on  t h i s  pa r t i cu la r : , ; i v i s sue  which  d o e s  n o t  have  
: e c t  a f f e c t  on them. I t  migh t  have a n . k n d i r e c . t & f f e c t .  I have  a  c o n c e r n  on  

r e p o r t  i t s e l f  and f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  that I aq!'following a l o n g  w i t h  D e l e g a t e  
f n a s '  i n t e n t .  First, i n  t h e  repor t  we . s a i d  i t  i s  immoral. I c a n n o t  see 
self l e g i s l a t i n g  of p u t t i n g  i n  t h e  Cons t - i tu t ion  morality because t h i s  is, up 

an i n d i v i d u a l  person to decide fo r  himself or h e r s e l f .  .No. 2 ,  it can become 
matter of convenience to protect undiscLpIined l i f e s l y l e .  I am no t  the Onel 
am not a person + 4udse a n ~ b b d ~ l C  l i f & [ y l @ .  Tflr~Cr $&  en be construed as 

~ r d e ~ .  Y ~ U ' Y Q  ~ d y l f l g  it can be r;ofistrueu as muraer, xwu ==ayinB 

; i s  'murder. No. 4 ,  i t  v i o l a t e s  t h e  s a n c t i t y  o f  l i f e .  F o r  all khese £our 
? a s o n s t  I'm ~ e f u s i n g  t o  a c c e p t  t h i s  commit tee  recommendat ion t o  make a  judg- 
s n t  on t h ' i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i s s u e .  I n  . t h e . t e x t  i t s e l f , ' o n  t h e  commi t t ee  recomrnen- 
a t i o n  i t s e l f ,  t h e  comn;ittee s t a t e d  t h e  a b o r t i o n  o f  t h e  ' unborn  c h i l d .  A r e '  w.e 
a y i n g  t h a t  t h a t  i s  a  c h i l d  i n  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  because  I am c u r i o u s  a b o u t  t h i s .  
. a r t i c u l a r  i s s u e .  I have a  d e f i n i t i o n  h e r e  which s t a t e s  t h a t  a b o r t i o n , i s  t h e  
: x p u l s i o n  o f  a  f e t u s  from t h e  u t e r u s  b e f o r e  i t  i s  c a p a b l e  o f  c a r r y i n g  on  i t s  
Jwn l i f e .  F e t u s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  s t a g e s  o f  p regnancy  from f o u r  
nonths  on t o  t h e  n i n e t h  month. And t h e  f i r s t  t o  t h e  t h i r d  month i s  embryo a n d  
t h e r e f o r e ,  i n  my r e a d i n g  it d i d  n o t  t e l l  m e  o r - i t  d i d  n o t  q i c t a t e  t o  me t h a t  
t h i s  i s  a ch i - ld  t h a t  we a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t .  On t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  i t s e l f ,  c a p a b l e  
o f  c a r r y i n g  on  i t s  own l i f e ,  I a s k e d  myse l f  two q u e s t i o n s ,  o r  I s t a t e d  f o r  my- 
s e l f  f o r  c l a r i t y  purpos 'es  maybe, o n e ,  maybe i t  d o e s n ' t  have  l i f e  y e t  b e c a u s e  
it i s  s a y i n g  h e r e  t h a t  it i s  b e f o r e  i t  i s  c a p a b l e  o f  c a r r y i n g  on i t s  own l i f e .  
The second  t h i n g  t h a t  came t o  my mind i s ,  it  h a s  t o  be  d e t a c h e d  f rom t h e  
m o t h e r ' s  womb b e f o r e  i t  has  l i f e .  And s o  w e  a r e  making a  g e n e r a l  s t a t e m e n t  i n  
t h e  commit tee  recommendation . t h a t  i t  i s  a l r e a d y  a  c h i l d  i n  t h e r e .  A s  a f a i t h -  
f u l  C a t h o l i c , ,  I s a t  down t h i s  morning i n  t h e  c h u r c h . . . .  

D e l e g a t e  King: Q u e s t i o n ,  May.1 pose  a q u e s t i o n  t o  D e l e g a t e  I n o s ?  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  I n o s ,  are you w i l l i n g  t o  r e s p o n d ?  

D e l e g a t e  I n o s :  Can I comple t e  my s t a t e m e n t s  b e f o r e  I f o r g e t ?  . . 
D e l e g a t e  X i n q :  I c a n n o t  h o l d  my q u e s t i o n .  I l i k e  t o  e x p r e s s  it o u t .  

president fi, G u e r r e r o :  She has  t h a t  r i g h t ,  right n o w ,  Delegate Xing.  

Delegate King; 58 may I ask t h e  question - la ter  on2 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Y e s ,  when s h e ' s  f i n i s h e d .  

D e l e g a t e  I n o s :  Y e s ,  you may. 

D e l e g a t e  King: Thank you. 

D e l e g a t e  I n o s :  A s  a  f a i t h f u l  C a t h o l i c ,  I s a t  down t h i s  morning  a t  t h e  s e v e n  
o ' c l o c k  m a s s  a t  Tanapag.  And d u r i n g  t h e  t h i r t y - m i n u t e  sermon,  I s a t  and 
l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  a n t i - a b o r t i o n  l e t t e r  from t h e  B i shop .  And I kniw I am a  
C a t h o l i c ,  I know t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  my f a i t h .  And i f  w e  a r e  t r u l y  C a t h o l i c ,  i f  
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a s  a  C a t h o l i c  I t r  
w i t h i n  my r e l i g i o n  
r e a x o n s  t h a t  I f e e  
and t r y  and  d i c t a t  
b r i n g  t h i s  o u t  t o  
s a y  " y e s "  o r  "no"  

u l y  a b i d e  w i t h  t h e  
what I m u s t n ' t  do 

1 t h a t  i t  i s  v e r y  
e l i v e s  of o t h e r s .  
t h e  f l o o r  that I w 
t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  

f a i t h ,  I know 
a s  a C a t h o l i c .  
mproper f o r  me 

And .it i s  f o r  
.1@ n o t  b+ maki  
i&s ue . Thank 

what  I in 
I t  i s  

t o  s i t  
t h i s  r e  

.ng any  j 
you.  

u s t  do and  I know 
f o r  many o t .her  
i n  t h i s  Conven t ion  
a s o n  t h a t  i f  w e  
udgment,  w h e t h e r  t 

: .  i.. 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  Guer re ro : .  D e l e g a t e  King?  ,j>,; 
. .<-k 

. 'i ;;{@ ,-. 

D e l e g a t e  King: Yes,  I ' d .  l i k e  t o  p o s e  fh> q u e s t i o n  o u t  t o  D e l g s t e  I n o s .  Do 
you have  c h i l d r e n  now? 

r ,  

Delegate: Do I have t o  answer  h i s  q u e s t i o n s ?  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  You d o n ' t  have  t o ,  i f  you d o n ' t  want  t o .  

I D e l e g a t e  King: Okay, a n o t h e r  q u e s t i o n ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  I j u s t  want  t o ,  I hap 
- t h a t  she wan t s  t o  answer  t h i s .  I f  you have , t h r e e  months  p regnancy  and you b?e 

t o  t h e  d o c t o r  and  t h e  d o c t o r  s a i d  t h a t  you a r e  g o i n q  t o  h a v e - a  baby .  . How.'do. 
-- 

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D o  you want  t o  answer  t h a t ,  D e l e g a t e  I n o s ?  

I D e l e g a t e  I n o s :  I ' m  n o t  g o i n g  t o  answer .  
I 

D e l e g a t e  Kinq: So ,  I would l i k e  t o  e x p r e s s  my s i n c e ? e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  ~ e l e ~ a t e  
I n o s  perhap-s  i s  n o t  a  r e a l  mo the r .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  I have  t o  r u l e  a l s o  t h a t  p e r s o n a l  q u e s t i o n s  a r e  0 u t . o .  
o r d e r ,  D e l e g a t e  King.  

( D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  P o i n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

I D e l e g a t e  King: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  come up w i t h ,  you know, 
p e r s o n a l  o r  w h a t e v e r ,  w e  a r e  d e a l i n g  h e r e  w i t h  some th ing  t h a t  i s  v e r y  c o n t r o -  
v e r s i a l  i s s u e .  

P r e s i d e n t  H.  G u e r r e r o :  T h a t ' s  t r u e .  

D e l e g a t e  Inos : .  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  
. 

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  I n o s ?  

D e l e g a t e  I n o s :  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  M r .  King s h o u l d  be  making judgment on t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  i s s u e  b a s e d  on my answer  a s  a  p e r s o n .  

D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  P o i n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  Guerrero: S t a t e  your  p o i n t ,  D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s .  

Delegate Torres: Yes, I just want t o  agree w i t h  Delegate Inos that this may 
be a moral issue b u t  it a p u Q l i ~  GwnGern since i t  i s  t h e  taxvayers money 
that will be used t o  perform t h e  abortion. In a d d i t i o n ,  it iS l i K e  Saying 
t h a t  it i s  okay t o  l i c e n s e  p r o s t i t u t i o n  and  po rnography  b e c a u s e  it i s  a  m o r a l  
i s s u e  t o  d e c i d e  whe the r  o r  n o t  t o  a b u s e  and  m i s u s e  your  body. But  we have  t o  
c o n s i d e r  t h e  harm t o  t h e  p u b l i c  on t h e s e  i s s u e s .  Thank you.  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Nabors?  
. .. _ _ _ _  ....... ,___--- .............._ .....-.--.......-I. .-... - - - -  .- 
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Delegate Nabors: Thank yon, Mr. Presid-ent. Very short. 1 dan't intend to 
try and sway anyone's opinion. I simply want the record to show that I suppo: - - - 

a provision in the Constitution that would" prohibit the use of public funds, 
public facilities for abortion, unlessFhat ab~rtion is necessary to protect 
the life of the mother or it results £ram an unconsentual pregnancy through 
rape or incest. I am very happy that my mother decided not to have abortion 
when I was in the uterus. Thank _you, Mr%,-*President. 

:.@ r -  

Deleqate Mendiola: I move to end debad- Nr. President. 

President H. Guerrero: Let me recognize Delegate Ogumoro. 

~elegate Ogumoro: I have a question on the committee -recommendation. I have 
some probiems with line 5 of the committee recommendation saying that abortior 
is prohibited except as provided by law. Now, from today until the day that 
this is ratified, are we saying .that if abortion is performed to protect the 
mother's life that that is -- where does that stand? Perhaps today unti1"ther 
that type of abortion can still.be performed. But what happen from the t'i^ine.'' 
the constitutional amendment, the proposed amendment is ratified until the tin 
that the law is enacted? According to the language of the amendment, would. 
abortion to protect the mother's life be considered a criminal or unconstitu- 
tional? 

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Villagomez? 

Delegate ~iila~omez: The committee considered that. If the Legislature does 
not do anything to enact a law setting forth the conditions under which abor- 
tion may be performed, a f t e r  t h e  constitutional amendment comes into effecti 
then any abortion for any r p a s o n  would be conkrary to the C o n s t i t u t i a n .  The. 
reason t h a t  w e  a s k e d  the Speaker to come to the p u h l ~ c  hea r lng  is because we 
are greatly concerned about'that. And the Speaker indicated that by November 
there will be a law on abortion setting forth the conditions under which abor- 
tion will be prohibited. That was taken into consideration. The other 
consideration is, if we have this in the Constitution, the Legislature will 
act because the Legislature knows that if it doesn't act, we may have prob1e.m~ 
in the Commonwealth. And this is one way of forcing the Legislature to do 
something which they should have done years ago. 

Deleqate Ogumo~o: I have a problem and I think between now and the time that 
we are- going to take action on this measure that we should make an amendment 
to incorporate those conditions that we will be making as exceptions under the 
law. Otherwise, we are going to be charging either the doctor or the .... 
Delegate Mafnas: Point of order. 

President H. Guerrero: State your point, Delegate Mafnas. 

Delegate Mafnas: The motion is to file and she going beyond the committee's 
report by suggesting that additions be included in the committee's report or 
in the proposed amendment. 

- 

Deleqate Ogumoro: I think I'm still in order. The question that I'm posing i 
relevant. That could give me further reasons, or that could guide me as to 
whether we should file it or not. 

Delegate Mafnas: Mr. President, the motion is to file; she is suggesting be- 
yond what's in the committee's recommendation. So, the Acting Floor Leader 
agrees with me. 
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Delegate Ogumoro: I'll yield. I will save my questions until we discuss thc 
main motion. 

*? 
President H. Guerrero: Delegate Kaipa*%? 

. ;? 

Delegate Kalpat: Mr. President, is there any d i f f e r e n c e  between a p r o p o s a l  k 
referring to the Legislature and the w o r . 4  "file"? Any difference? Because I 
have seen many proposa l s  f i l e d  bit it r&$e? goes to the Legislature. Which i 
which, because I don't like the word "&ile". If they specify that this measu 
or this proposal will be referred to the Congress for further evaluation and 
fast treatment, then I'll go along with it. But if they say file, that means 
it is d e a d .  -No more oxygen and that means it stops breathing. So there is a 
di£ference. 

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Mafnas, would you l'ike to redefine what is 
your definition? . .. 

. . 
Delegate Mafnas: Yes, Mr. President. I listened during the public hearlhg.: 
and; yes, the Speaker was present a'nd he stated that the Legislature, the 
House of Representatives is presently working on the legislation relative to 
abortion. 

Delegate Nabors: Question. What about the Senate? 

Delegate Mafnas: I don't know about the-Senate. I'm talking about the House 
T'hat's also one of the reasons why I'm recommending that we file it. 

Delegate Ogumoro: I move to end debate. 

Delegate Nabors seconded the motion. 

1 President H. Guerrero: Can I just get a clarification? If this is filed, is 
I this part of the prposals that will be sent to the Legislature? 
I 

I Delegate Mafnas: This will be incorporated perhaps on the resolutions going, 
to the Legislature. 

The motion to file Committee Recommendation No. 21 was defeated by a 
raising of hands vote of against and for the motion. 

.. 
Delegate Nabors: Motion to end debate. 

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Mafnas? 

( Delegate Mafnas: Mr. President, I move to recommit this to the committee. 

Delegate Villanueva seconded the motion. 

President H. Guerrero: It has been moved and seconded to recommit Committee 
Recommendation No. 21. 

Delegate Mafnas: May I state my reason before we vote? So that we can incor- 
porate this with the resolution going down to the Legislature. 

I President H. Guerrero: Delegate Kaipat? 
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Deleqate  K a i p a t :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  a c c o r d i n g '  t o  commit tee  recommendat ion ,  i t ' s  
a l ready s t a t e d  h e r e  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  go &&wn t o > $ h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  so t h e y  c a n . . . .  

j t. 

Deleqate Mafnas: The d i f f e r e n c e  h e r e ,  Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  i s  t h a t  i t  w i l l  n o t  be  
i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  . T h a t ' s  t h e  s i g n i f , $ c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e .  

..-"5 
, j .  ;:$- r 

D e l e g a t e  K i n g :  May I express the '  conce& of t h e  committee? 

President Yl. Guerrero: P lease .  r.. 

D e l k q a t e   in^: T h e  committee one hundred p e r c e n t  wants  t h i s  t o  be placed in 

the Constitution. 

I Deleqate Nabors seconded. - 
P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D i s c u s s i o n s ?  - .  

The re  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e  mo t ion  t o  recommit  Committee 
Recomiendat ion  No. 2 1  t o  t h e  commit tee  was d e f e a t e d  by a  r a i s i n g  o f  hands  
o f  a g a i n s t  and  f o r  t h e  mo t ion .  

D e l e q a t e  Nabors:  Motion.  I 
I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  ~ a b o r s ?  

I D e l e g a t e  Nabors:  Thank you ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  I move t o  e n d  d e b a t e .  

D e l e g a t e  Ogumoro seconded ,  and  t h e  mot ion  was c a r r i e d  by v o i c e  v o t e .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  W e  a r e  now v o t i n g  on Committee Recommendation No. 21. 
D e l e g a t e  Nabors ,  c a n  you t a k e  t h e  r o l l  c a l l ?  

1 S e c r e t a r y  Nabors  c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l ,  and  t h e  mo t ion  t o  a d o p t  Committee Recor 
1 menda t ion  No. 21  on Second and  F i n a l  Reading  was v o t e d  on a s  f o l l o w s :  
1 

YES: D e l e g a t e s  David C ing ,  Lorenzo  DL. G u e r r e r o ,  Alonzo  I g i s o m a r ,  Benustc 
Kaip.at ,  E s t e v e n  King,  L u i s  Limes,  James Mend io l a ,  P a u l  Manglona,  
A n i c e t o  Mundo, W i l l i a m  Nabors ,  F e l i c i d a d  Ogumoro, K a r l  Reyes ,  
J o a q u i n  T e n o r i o ,  F r a n c i s c o  Tomokane, W i l l i a m  T o r r e s ,  Ramon Vil lagomt 

. and  V i n c e n t  Calvo .  (17  v o t e s )  

I NO: D e l e g a t e s  Herman T. G u e r r e r o ,  J e s u s  Mafnas ,  David I g i t o l  and  R i t a  

I I n o s .  ( 4  v o t e s )  

1 ABSTAIN: D e l e g a t e  I g n a c i o  V i l l a n u e v a .  (1 v o t e )  

ABSENT: D e l e g a t e s  J u a n  Lizama and  Mar ia  P a n g e l i n a n .  

And t h e  mo t ion  was c a r r i e d .  

I S e c r e t a r y  Nabors:  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I have  17  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e s ,  I have f o u r  
n e g a t i v e  v o t e s ,  I have  one  a b s t e n t i o n  and  two a b s e n c e s .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Committee Recommendation 21  p a s s e d  by 1 8  v o t e s .  Y e s ,  
D e l e g a t e  V i l l a n u e v a ?  
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: Villanueva: Mr. President, .I didn't vote on the committee recommenda 
-- one reason. If this is passed by the Convention and it is ratified 
~eople and there is no law, provided by law for abortion, there ,cannot 
abortion and this is why I didn't vote for this*. * 
:nt H. Guerrero: Does this mean not even fc&~:'medic&l . ... ., reason? 

. \  ..:..: 
. . 

e i '  
b .. 

;B Mafnas: Including medical reasons.. " :.;$ C : &>ill 
. 'ti. . .% 

i,?$ ,- L,, 

te Villanueva: If it's to say prohib.i&d _ rj as provided by law. 

tte ~abo;s : The ~ t t o r n e ~ ,  General wi'll' have to prosecute the doctors. 1 
~ t e  Villanueva: This is the only reason why I am not voting on this. 

d e r k  H. Guerrero: Is that correct, Mr. Attorney General, in the absence li 
rney  G e n e r a l  Ko~i t ck :  If t h i s  passes, by -vote of ratification and there ,is 
Lapse ~f t i m e  ~ B X  t h e  Lf?gislature to prQvlde exceptions ;u it, during t h a t  

t '  f 1 / 1 1  1 i , I  i .  - i  I I . r  ) 

e ~g tkme t h e r e  w ~ l l  bc no a b o r t i o n s .  n o t  even w i r h  m e d i i a i  i nd ica t ion .  
1 

Zqate Villagornez: I have a question for the Attorney General. If during 1 . 
t time, let's say a per iod  of two weeks o r  whatever period o f  t i m e ,  s o m e b o d y !  
forms an abortion for medical reason in the hospital, what can the Office'of 

a Attorney General do to prosecute if there is no law setting forth the 
-minality of the act or the punishment. 

I -  
torney General Kosack: I'm sure you knbw the answer because you are sugges- 
nq to state which is that. While we in our constitutional act to perform 

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Kaipat? 

.e-abortion, it would not be a criminal act in the absence of a positive law 
:gislation which says that it is a criminal act to committing abortion. In 
ze copy of the Criminal Act, the Legislature can do that. So while no abor- 
ions can be performed constitutionally, the doctor at the hospital, if they 
ver have performed one, they would not be subjected to criminal penalty' How- 
.ver they could be subjected to criminal penalties depending if any taxpayer 
;uits for an injunction against Dr. Torres Hospital to enforce the Constitution 
:o prohibit the performing of abortion. If they do file such a suit and abor- 
tion is per.forrned, 'then they will be for contempt of court.... 

Delegate Kaipat: I ' d  l i k e  t o  question the ~ t - t o m e y  General one question, a 
m e d i c a l  quest4on on abortion. Being a doctor and, say, I stand on duty, then 

.:iT;:: . ,.. 

..:. . . 

. 

about t w o  o ' c l o c k  in the m o r n L n g  a w o m a n  c o m e  i n  w i t h  severe vaginal b l e e d i n g .  
I Eke is abeut t w o  m o n t h s  preqnancy and &La& s h e , q l v e  m e  hi!s&ory oC passing large 

amount of clots at home and gosslbly maybe a D ~ Q C Q  of some placen'ta tissue. Ancf 
e x a m i n i n  her she Is I n  blood pressure zero over zero looks ale cold- 

. .  7 , . - - - -  f . . _..- _- -  ..---.. .----..-. =... .,,= . ) * S ~ J  db6, ,b  E b l l d  
climate 2 k i r . . . a n a  she i s  i n a i c a k i n g  that ehe ie beginning to nbe ths aark 

#kith m@ang early inack. iow. knowing t'ht Fiia iaiy uiii iio if i ion& ro-- 
move the small piece that is still attached +n the uterus, c a n  1 s t a n d  s i d e  . 
and say, well ,  even the  medical reason, u n t i l  the Congress makes law i n  
November about abortion, then I'll touch this lady knowing that within 45 
minutes she is. going to be dead without blood transfusion and emergency D&C 
in the next thirty minutes. Will I be put in jail for not touching her 
because of this reason, because no medical D&C? 
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At to rney  Genera l  Kosack: There a r e  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  q u e s t i o n s  you have posed 
t o  me. One i s  a  med lca l  q u e s t i o n ,  t h e  o t h e r  i s  a moral q u e s t i o n  and t h e  o t h e  
i s  a l e g a l  q u e s t r o n .  A s  a  medica l  m a t ? & ,  i tv;seems t o  me t h z t  a s  a  d o c t o r  yo 
might  have t o  u n d e r t a k e  c e r t a i n  p roceddres  t o  save  t h e  l i f e  of a woman. A s  a  
moral  q u e s t i o n ,  t h a t ' s  one you a r e  go ing  t o  have t o  answer y o u r s e l f  v e r s u s  t h  
l i f e  o f  t h e  mother v e r s u s  t h a t  of  t h e  f e t u s .  A s  a  l e g a l  q u e s t i o n  which i s  t h  
o n l y  a r e a  I can  g i v e  you any p r o ~ e s s i o n ~ @ a n s w e r  a t .  A s  a  l e g a l  m a t t e r ,  w i t h  
what you j u s t  passed  i n  t h e  absence  o f . l ' e g i s l a t i o n  p r o v i d i n g  e x c e p t i o n s ,  you 
would be v i o l a t i n g  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  i n  performing t h a t  a b o r t i o n  even i f  i t  i s  
f o r  t h e  purpose  o f  s a v i n g  h e r  l i f e .  You would n o t  go t o  j a i l  because  t h e r e ' s  
no c r i m i n a l  law p r o h i b i t i n g  a b o r t i o n s  y e t ,  however, i f  a  t a x p a y e r  f i l e d  s u i t ,  
p robab ly  any r e s i d e n t  f i l e d  s u i t  a g a i n s t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  t o  p r e v e n t  a b o r t i o n  o r  
a g a i n s t  a l l  t h e  d o c t o r s  and you had n o t i c e  of t h a t  i n j u n c t i o n  accorded ,  
e n t e r e d  an i n j u n c t i o n ,  i f  you were under t h o s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  which i s  a  v e r 9  
p o s s i b l e  s c e n a r i o  i f  t h e r e  i s  a -very s t r o n g  a n t i - a b o r t i o n  group on i s l a n d  tha 
wants t o  do t h a t ,  t h e n  you would be f a c i n g  j z i l .  You would be f a c l n g  c o r i t e ~ p  
o f  c o u r t  f o r  pe r fo rming  a b o r t i o n .  I t  w i l l  be up t o  t h e  judge h o w e v e r , . t h u s . '  
one . l a s t  f a c t o r  i n ,  t o  d e c i d e  how he wants  t o  pun i sh  you f o r  contempt o f  couk 
under t h o s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  H e  d o e s n ' t  have t o  send you t o  ] a i l  and he may i n  
h i s  own d i s c r e t i o n  de te rmine  t h a t  he does n o t  want t o  because  h e  may a g r e e  w i  
your  moral  and e t h i c a l  d e c i s i o n .  

1 Delegate Kaipar: Thank you. 

I President H .  Guerrero: Delegate Torres? 

( Belegate Torres! One question. Since some delegaLes ,  and T agree wl+ them 
that Fh&s &Q 3 a8.?zai rn t s s ~ s j  wsilj O M ' L  IOU thinl that tfiig Is a ~uBIit!, a . 
legitimate p u b l i ~  c o n c e r n  i n  v i e w  of t h e  fact th a t  it is the taxpayerrs m o n e y  
t h a t  w i l l  be used t o  perform t h e  a b o r t i o n ?  And a l s o  a s  it r e l a t e s  t o  o t h e r  

I forms o f  v i c t i m l e s s  c r imes  such as  p r o s t i t u t i o n .  

At to rney  Genera l  Kosack: Okay, what you a r e  a s k i n g  me i s  s t r i c t l y  a l e g a l  
q u e s t i o n .  Is a b o r t i o n ,  even though a  moral  i s s u e  a l s o  a p u b l i c  i s s u e ,  and thc 
answer i s  I t h i n k  y e s ,  it i s ,  and it i s  an i s s u e  which t h e  L e g i s l a , t u r e  can 
l e g i t i m a t e l y  a d d r e s s  and can even a d d r e s s  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n f i n e s  of  t h e  C o n s t i t u -  
t i o n .  The second q u e s t i o n  you asked m e ,  i s  i t  a  t a x p a y e r ' s  i s s u e ?  I want yo! 
t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  what you 've  done i s  going beyond t h e  t a x p a y e r  i s s u e .  I t  i s  
a t a x p a y e r  i s s u e  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  a b o r t i o n s  a r e  performed u s i n g  governments: 
f a c i l i t i e s ,  a s  De lega te  Nabors '  p r o p o s a l  was seemed t o  be aimed a t  t h a t .  How- 
e v e r , . ~ ~ ~  p r o h i b i t e d  a l l  a b o r t i o n s  and i t ' s  e n t i r e l y  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a  d o c t o r  
c o u l d  s e t  up h i s  own c l i n i c  on i s l a n d  o r  t h a t  F H P  from Guam c o u l d  come o v e r  a1 
s e t  up a c l i n i c  and i t  would n o t  be u s i n g  t a x p a y e r ' s  money. So t h e  p r o h i b i t i c  
you 've  e n a c t e d  i s  much b roader  t h a n  one which d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  e x p e n d i t u r e  of 
p u b l i c  money. 

I P r e s i d e n t  'H. Guer re ro :  De lega te  Cing,  do you have a q u e s t i o n ?  

I Delegate c i n y :  Yes. I ' d  l i k e  t o  pose t h i s  q u e s t i o n  t o  t h e  AG. What happens 
if a woman come in, l i k e  D r .  Kaipat s t a t e d ,  and D r .  K a i p a t  r e f u s e  t o  t r e a t  th: 
woman? What w i l l  happen? Is t h e r e ' a n y  charge a g a i n s t  h i m  for refusing to sa\ 
t h e  l i f e  of this wornd>? 
nttoxney c ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ L  K ~ ~ ~ ~ x =  well, yuu m l q n t  a a k ~ n g  the 564 questlon ~ ~ E ~ ~ % ~  ; 

lm .. - - - -. .* 
ep&ndr-  =t whethe; or nor  w o m e n  have c o n s + i t r l r _ i o n a ~  r i g h t  to 

abortions. The action yousve unaer a . .L:,.iu&fsn i o  8asi wfif60 fci in contraGl;ctiOfi to 

I l e g a l  o p i n i o n  which i s  rendered  by t h e  Governor ' s  Legal C ~ u n s e l .  That l e g a l  
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; that in the case of Role v. Waye, the court has held, the 
s held that there is constitutional right for a woman to make 

lq the first trimester. And during the second trimester she 
long with her physician to make a choice when m e d r c a l l y  neces- 
s true that she does have a constitutional riqht'acd under 
2onstitution and the local Constitution prohibits abartion and 
Jses to perform an abortion, I believe the doctor would be sub- 
uit under Section 1983 of Title 42 of the United States Code 

i for lawsuits for deprivation of civil %ights':.,S d awards 
as and cost of suit- as well to the party whic$>&&s. I think we 
d this earlier in the Constitutional Convention. And so the doc- 
jovernment would become liable and possib'ly for wrongful death and 
wrongful life depending on whether or riot the child is born or 
ot the mother dies. 

. Guerrero.: 'Can I have a question? I$ this is challenged in court 
.and? If a woman decides that she has a right guaranteed under the 
itution and probably under Section.10 .of Article I of our Cdnstitu- 
d this stand? .. . 

;enera1 Kosack: I think that, I want to preface that for saying one 
which is I don't express any opinion at this point in time of how I 

- 

.y or how I officially see the abortion issue. I'm not expressing my 
ion. I'm giving you a legal opinion. And I believe as a legal matter 
opinion that was rendered to you by Dave Price is absolutely correct 

doubt. United States Supreme Court has been,ex.tremely clear in case 
ise on this. That being the case your prohibition of abortion in the 
of any legislation.establishing the exceptions which are recognized by 

.ted States Supreme Court would be unconstitutional under the United 
Constitution. 

.ent H .  Guerrero: D e l e g a t e  ~ e n d i o l a ?  

ate Mendiola: Just to Attorney General. How about taking into conslder- 
, the custom and culture and,religions of the Northern Marianas? 

rney General Kosack:. It would be no, there would be no, I don't see any 
;ible exception under the abortion issue. The court has pretty much indi- 
2d that the will of the majority cannot be imposed upon the minority and 
t even, though you may have a strong custom and culture there may be people 
-bin this population who do not share that custom and culture, who may not 
Ire in that religion, whose decisions and personal choice you are restric- 

,' ng. 

resident H. Guerrero: Delegate Reyes, you had your hand up? 

)elegate Reyes: No. 

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Manglona? 

Delegate Manglona: If the Legislature makes an exception which is within the 
U.S. Constitution, then there is no problem with this amendment. : . ,  . .. . . 

..., - 
Attorney General Kosack: I won't say there's no problem but I think I could, 
in a very good conscience go before the court and try to defend it. 

Delegate Manglona: I mean, that will not go against the Constitution of the 
United States if the Legislature makes exceptions which will meet the .... 
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Attorney General Kosack: If the LegisAatGre makes the exceptions vhich means 
to testlfy In the Unlted States, I thifik we w6:uld have a good case. I don't 
want to say that there is no problem,--5f'think th;at we would have a good case. 

President H. Guerrero: Delegate-Calvo? ;,+ 

I 
:.-$" r . 4 

T .  

Delegate Calvo: Thank you, Mr. P r e s i d e r n t .  Rex, if we are concerned about tk 
time lapse lf thls ever get or if it's ratified in November and w h e a t  happens 
after the ratification and in the'absence of a legislation law? With this 
reqards, can'we not see that the intention of the Convention is clearly indi- 
cated here that we are prohibiting but to the extent that a legislation shall 
be made to address when and what type of abortion shall be conducted? Can ye 
have that on record and shall safeguard the continuity of medical.reasons for 
such affair? 

. .  . 
Attorney General Kosack: If y0.u are saying to me, is it sufficient that 'Pou 
G i v e  a clear expression of the intent today after what exceptions you would 
like in the absence of putting those actually into your recommendation, no..I 
don't think it's sufficient enough. I do think, however, along the .line of 
what you are indicating that I suspect this is a controversial enough issue. 
that the Legislature, one way or another, is going to become aware of this. ' 

problem that we are discussing right now and might be prompted to act. B u t i  
absence of them acting, those exceptions .will not exist. 

1 President H. Guerrero: Delegate Kaipat? 

I Delegate Kaipat: Thank you. 

1 President H. Guerrero: Delegate Xing? 
I 

Delegate Kinq: I just like to pose one question to the AG. Is the language 
now' that we just adopted to be placed in the Constitution, on your own legal 
opinion, is it acceptable, or is it good? 

t 
Attorney General Kosack: Well, I think I've indicated already that 1 feel it 
is unconstitutional. In the absence of further legislation providing for, yo 
know, you need. further legislation that allows a woman to make her own choice 
during the first trimester and then to make a choice in conjunction with her 
physician during the second adn third trimesters under certain circumstances. 
With"legis1ation like that, you probably are okay. But without that legisla- 
tion, what you have right now is unconstitutional. 

Delegate Kinq: Point of information to the delegates. The Speaker of the 
House assured, he made the assurance that the bill is going to be passed into 
law before November. So they serious talke it under consideration to make thL 
into law. 

President H. Guerrero: Thank you, -Mr. Kosack. We are now into the Introduc- 
tion of Resolutions and Referrals. , Oh, 16? What is 16? 

Delegate Nabors: That was brought up yesterday and was not voted on. Mr. 
President, I would like to inquire whether or not my delegates are willing to 
grant unanimous consent to reconsider a proposed constitutional amendment in 

' Committee Recommendation No. 16 which addresses the ratification process 
currently under Article XVIII, Section 5(a) : "The Legislature shall call for 
ratification at the nest regular general election." And this proposed commit- 
tee recommendation would give them the flexibility of passing a legislation tc 
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p r o v i d e  f o r  s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n .  For  insffknce,  t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  Con Con I11 i s  
h e l d  i n  an o f f  e l e c t i o n  y e a r ,  t h e y  wil&.have the o p t i o n  o f  making a  s p e c i a l  
e l e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  any aniendments 'as soon as  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a  
Convent ion  i s  f i n i s h e d .  r a t h e r  t h a n   wait.$^. a n o t h e r  y e a r  f o r  t h e  r e g u l a r  g e n e r  

- ., .,s+ 
e l e c t i o n .  . .. - ..... . . . .. 3 . -  

[!::a 
? - * 

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  I have no o b j e c t i o n  i f  we a r e  n o t  g o i n g  t o  spend.  f o u r  h o u r s  
d e b a t i n g  it. C- 

President K. Guerreroz Yes. Somebody gave a notice two days ago, three days I ago t o  r e c o n s i d e r  i t  and it was d e f e a t e d  l a s t  n i g h t .  Again ,  he  a s k i n g  f o r  a  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  IS t h e r e  unanimous c o n s e n t  t o  suspend  t h e  R u l e s  t o  
c o n s i d e r  t h i s ?  I t  was defeated yesterday but he's a s k i n g  for unanimous consel 

c o n s e n t  for reconsideration. 

D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ?  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Yes. 

. .  

i D e l e q a t e  T o r r e s :  C3uld C o l l e a g u e  Nabors  b r i e f l y  e x p l a i n  t h e  r e a s o n  b e h i n d  it 

f o r  i t s  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  Committee Recommendation No. 1 6 ,  f o r  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o :  
of the members. 

d . . ._  
. - 

' nQleqn+e villaqbmezi C~-rttcc. Rc~~mmendation No. 18- I .  . , ,. . .: 
/ 

' <  

D e l e g a t e  Nabors:    hank you,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  A s  p r e s e n t l y  worded,  t h e  p r o v i s i c  
i s  u n c l e a r .  The C o n s t i t u t i o n  i s  u n c l e a r  a s  t o  whe the r  t h e  L e q i s l a t u r e  c o u l d  
p o s t p o n e  r a t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  more t h a n  two y e a r s .  T h a t  i s  p a s t  more t h a n  one 
g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n .  Another  p o t e n t i a l  p roblem i s  r a i s e d  when a n  amendment by 
p o p u l a r  i n i t i a t i v e  i s  c e r t i f i e d  o n l y  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  and  
t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i s  u n a b l e  o r  f a i l e d  t o  e n a c t  l e g i s l a t i o n  o r  pos tponed  t h e  r a t :  
f i c a t i o n  t o  a  l a t e r  d a t e .  The p r o p o s a l  t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  b r i n g  f o r t h  i s  'a 
p roposed  amendment t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  s h a l l  be s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  v o t e r s  f o r  
r a t i f i c a t i o n  a t  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  t h a t  i s  h e l d  a t  l e a s t  6 0  days  a f t e r  
t h e  amendment i s  p roposed  o r  a t  a  s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  by law. Cur- 
t e n t l y ,  it i s  p e r m i s s i v e .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  King? 

I D e l e g a t e  Kinq: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  b e  p l a c e d  i n  
t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  b e c a u s e  i f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i s  g o i n g  t o  come up w i t h  t h e  l a w  
b e f o r e  t h e  t e n  y e a r s  f o r  n e x t  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment, I bel ieve  t h a t  t h e y  
will p u t  it i n  t h e  law, i n  t h e  s t a t u t e  when t h e y  are g o i n g  t o  have or  w h e n  t h ~  
people  i s  going t o  r a t i f y  t h e  amendment. So I be l ieve  it i s  very u n d e r s t o o d  
t h a t  it i s  n o t  necessary because we w i l l  go over w i t h  the law, t h e  b i l l  b e f o r t  
t h e y  are g o i n g  t o  p a s s  it i n t o  law., 

I P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r o :  So i s  your  ' s t a t e m e n t  an o b j e c t i o n ?  

I D e l e g a t e  Kinq: Y e s .  

P r e s i d e n t . H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Nabors ,  your  r e q u e s t  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  canno! 
b e  e n t e r t a i n e d .  

I D e l e g a t e  Nabors:  Thank you. M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  G u e r r e r o ?  
-I_-- -.-._..- --.-- - -  . . ..-A-..... -__ ....- -I_-. .-- -.-,- L-... - -_ .&_ ._- 
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D e l e g a t e  DL. G u e r r e r o :  J u s t  b e f o r e   we^ down t o  t h e  n e x t  o r d e r  o f  b u s i n e s s ,  
I would a l s o  l i k e  t o  a s k  t h e  unanimous r ,bnsent$of  t h e  Conven t ion  t o  a l l o w  t h e  
commi t t ee  t o  recommend o r  t o  i n t r o d u c e . a n e  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ' s  recommendat ions 
which w e  f e e l  i s  i m p o r t a n t  a t  l e a s t  f o r . , : F i r s t  Reading i n  t h i s  Conven t ion .  Anc 
t h e  r e a s o n  b e h i n d  t h e  d e l a y  o f  t h l s  p a r t : % ~ u l a r  i s s u e  i s  b e c z u s e  o f  t h e  e x t e n -  
s i v e  r e s e a r c h  t h a t  we made on t h i k  r e c o ~ n t l a t i o n .  

:- ??: . .* 
D e l e g a t e  King: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  c a p  I g e t  a  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  from y o u ? '  Did you 
s t a t e  o u t  t h a t  t h i s  recommendation-,was d e f e a t e d ?  . 

-- I p r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  The r e q u e s t  f o r  unanimous c o n s e n t  t o  suspend  t h e  R u l e s  
t o  r e c a l l  Committee Recommendation No. 1 6 ,  s i n c e  you o b j e c t e d ,  i t  c a n n o t  be  

' 1  e n t e r t a i n e d .  And s i n c e  i t  r e q u i r e s  two d a y s  n o t i c e ,  '1t j u s t  c a n ' t  be  e n t e r -  
t a i n e d .  We're f i n i s h e d  by tomorrow. . .. 

D e l e g a t e  Manqlona: Quest ion, .  I s n  ' t D e l e g a t e  Nabors ' c o n c e r n  a d d r e s s e d  a Y r e a c  
i n  t h e  Committee Recommendation No. 1 6 ?  D e l e g a t e  Nabors?  

I * ,  
P e l e g a t e  King: Y e s ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  he f o r g o t .  

Q e l e g a t e  T e n o r i o :  I t h o u g h t ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  t h a t  you stated t h a t  committee' ' 

&ecommendation No. 16 was defea ted .  

I b e l e q a t e  Nabors: M r .  ' P r e s i d e n t ,  l e t ' s  move on t o  a n o t h e r  i t e m .  

=s-nt n a  ~ u e r r e r o ;  1t.3 a l ready  a d e ~ . ~  a9au%, &&I, me GlarlIy, It 1 5  no1 
d e k a t e d .  I t  i s  t h e  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  Committee Recommendation 1 6  t h a t  i s  

I d e f e a t e d  o r  was d e f e a t e d  y e s t e r d a y .  
I I D e l e g a t e  Nabors:  Thank you.  
I 

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  I ' m  s o r r y  f o r  t h e  c o n f u s i o n .  D e l e g a t e  ~ u e ' r r e r o  h a s  t t  
f l o o r .  I s  t h e r e  unanimous c o n s e n t  t o  suspend t h e  Ru les  s o  w e  can  go back  t o  I Committee Recommendations? 

~ e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  Q u e s t i o n .  

D e l e g a t e  D L .  G u e r r e r o :  I j u s t  want  t o  go back t o  I t e m  ( G ) ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  a s  
p e r  your  i n s t r u c t i o n .  

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas: Be fo re  I c o n s e n t ,  was t h a t  r e p o r t  p r e p a r e d  w h i l e  you were 
n o t  h e r e ?  

D e l e g a t e  DL. G u e r r e r o :  I t  i s  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  commi t t ee .  

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas: I have no ob jec t ion ,  Mr. President, 

I President H .  Guer re ro :  Can I ask first, Chairman Guer r e ro ,  to go up to (Fl 
f i rs t  before we touch ( g )  and submit t h a t  for the  Chair t o  accept f i rs t  beforc [ the Farst s e a a i n y  is doiie: 

Deleqate D L .  G u e r r e r o :  W e l l ,  I'll r e p o r t  i t ,  M r .  President. If it is 
a c c e p t e d  -- and t h a t ' s  t h e  r e a s o n  why I ' l l  i n t r o d u c e  i t  f o r  F i r s t  Reading .  
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President H. Guerrero: But can we go up to IF) first before we touch (G) so, 
for the record, we accept it? 

$? e ... - 
"ii, Delegate DL. Guerrero: No objection. .,:. 
* .. 

COMMITTEE RECO~YME~N~ATIONS IREPORTS 
,: - . r .  

;;+y r. 

*O 
President H. Guerrero: ,So, Chairman G2errer0, do you have any committee 
report? 

/ .: 
Chairman DL. 'Guerrero: Yes, Mr:President. I do have a cornittee report at 
this time. I would like to ask the unanimous consent again to accept the 
report of the Committee on Finance and Other Matters.' 

/ Delegate Mafnas: Point of information, Mr. President. 
. . . 

. .  . 
President H. Guerrero: State y.our .point. . .. .. 

, 

I Delegate Mafnas: I think the record reflects that Chairman Guerrero stated, 
this morning that your committee does not have any report. I 

I President H. Guerrero: He is retracting it. 

/ Chairman DL. Guerrero: No, I said that I don't have any written report other 
I than the resolutions from the four substantive committees. This afternoon I 
I have the committee's report which is an important report for this Convention. 
I 
I Delegate Mafnas: Now, it is very clear. 

Chairman DL. Guerrero: Now, Mr. President, may I now go down to Item (G)? 

i President H. Guerrero: First, let me say that the Chair accepts. What is th 
number of that committee recommendation? 

.- Chairman DL. Guerrero: It was not numbered by the Typing Pool. , 

President H. Guerrero: Excuse me. Let me just give you a number. Committee 
Recommendation No. 67. The Chair accepts Committee Recommendation No. 67. 

~ e l e ~ g t e  Mafnas: Question. That report must be very confidential; we don't 
have copies of it. 

( President H. Guerrero: Can you read the introduction or the title? 

INTRODUCTION, FIRST READING AND REFERRAL OF PROPOSALS 

Chairman DL. Guerrero: Thank you very much. "A proposed constitutional 'amen 
ment to add a new section to Article X to require the Legislature to impose 
fees on employers for the employment of non-resident workers." Thank you. 

President H. Guerrero: Thank you. That is considered First Reading. Are yo 
asking also that it be put under the General Orders? 

Chairman DL. Guerrero: I would appreciate, Mr. President, if you can put it 
under the General Orders of the Day. 

I Delegate Mafnas: No objection, Mr. President. That's easy to handle. 
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President H. Guerrero: Thank you. I &dersta9d also that Delegate Torres 
yesterday asked for unanimous consent to put his Delegate Proposal No. 318 
that he introduced yesterday under the General Orders of the Day for today. 
So let's go down now to Introduction of~~Resolutions. 

8 23 '- 

Delegate Manglona: Mr. .President, befQqe we go there, I just have a point of 
information. 

! President H. -Guerrero: State your point. 
I 

Delegate Manglona: Okay, for the record, on Committee Recommendation No. 16, 
we give the flexibility there of the ratification of, amendments to special . 
election. However, on Article XVIII there are certain provisions.there in. 
other subsections which should also as a res.ult of Committee Recoinmendati.on".N< 
16 be amended to be consistent with Committee Recommendation No. 16.. 1 b.el1.e 
this is just a technical matter. But so that we don't have conflicting sub-' 
sections in the future, I think the Convention should look into this matter. 
For example, on Section No. 4, subsection (b), there's a sentence there that 
reads: "The proposed amendments shall be submitted for ratification 'to the 
voters at the next regular general election with or without legislative . *  - 
approval." This will be in conflict with Committee Recommendation No. 16 . 
which was passed by this Convention. So, again this'is a technical matter 
which we should just go and change to conform with this committee recommenda- 
tion. 

Delegate Nabors: Point of information, Mr. President. 

1 President H. Guerrero: State your point, Delegate Nabors. I 

Delegate Manglona: In other words, we should deal 

I President H. Guerrero: Where are you? 

with it, Delegate ~abors? 

Delegate ~abors: There was an objection to dealing with it and I'm content 
to Let the record stand. 

~resizent H. Guerrero : Delegate Mendiola? 

Delegate Mendiola: I think the Convention itself doesn't want to deal with i- 
The recommendation was that the reconsideration has been defeated. So, what 
Delegate Manglona is saying is out of order. - 
Delegate Manglona: I don't think we need the reconsideration. I'm just sayi! 
that since the intent of this Convention is to allow for a ratification of 
amendment at an election other than regular election, then we should just go 
through this article and correct those areas where it does not allow for a 
special election. So, it's not calling back Committee Recommendation No. 16. 
It's just a matter of going back to the other sections and be consistent with 
the intent of this Convention. And I'm just asking everyone here for the 
approval, for the Chair maybe to be allowed that flexibility and go through 
those sections to be consistent with the intent of Committee Recommendation 
No. 16. 

I President H. Guerrero: I'm sure the Chair doesn't want to without any direc- 
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t i o n .  DO you mean y o u ' r e  a s k i n g  me t o  make t h e  c o r r e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  new 
C o n s t i t u t i o n ?  

D e l e g a t e  Manglona: Because w e  made an  amendment t o  S e c t i o n  5 ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  
o t h e r  amendments s h o u l d  a l s o  be made t o  t h e  o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  t o  conform w i t h  o u r  
amendment t o  S s c t i o n  5 .  T h a t ' s  a l l ,  s o  t h a t  we can  be  c o n s i s t e n t  i n  t h i s  
a r t i c l e .  I ' m  s a y i n g  t h i s  i s  j u s t  a  t e c h n i c a l  m a t t e r  t h a t  we s h o u l d  change i n  
t h e  o t h e r  s e c t i o n s .  - I 

D e l e g a t e  Mendiola:  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I t h i n k  you g o t  a  r e s o l u t i o n  t h a t  have t o  
be i n t r o d u c e d  t h a t  w i l l  t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h e  problem t h a t  D e l e g a t e  Nanglona i s  

I s a y i n g .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Which one  a r e  you r e f e r r i n g  t o ?  No. T h a t  i s  o n l y  t h e  
' R u l e s  o f  P r o c e d u r e  b u t  n o t . . . .  

Dg lega te  Mendio la :  On t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  t h a t  w e  a r e  a d d r e s s i n g  h i s  conce rned  . '  
I t o o .  

I 
1 D e l e g a t e  V i l l a n u e v a :  I oppose  t h a t  r e s o l u t i o n .  

1 Prme , s iden t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  W e l l ,  l e t ' s  go on w i t h  t h e  Orde r  o f  B u s i n e s s  and when . 
( t h a t  t i m e  comes, we w i l l  p i c k  i t  up. Yes,' De1,egate G u e r r e r o ?  
I 
I I N T R O D U C T I O N  OF RESOLUTIONS AND REFERRALS 

D e l e g a t e  DL. G u e r r e r o :  A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  I have two r e s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  I ' d  l i k e  t o  
o f f e r ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  The f i r s t  r e s o l u t i o n ,  on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  f o u r  s u b s t a n t i v e  
commi t t ee s ,  and t h i s  i s  a  r e s o l u t i o n  s u b m i t t i n g  t o  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar i anas  
Commonwealth L e g i s l a t u r e  c e r t a i n  d e l e g a t e  p r o p o s a l s  which a r e  deemed a s  app ro -  
p r i a t e  l e g i s l a t i v e  m a t t e r  and r e q u e s t i n g  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  t h e i r  a c t i o n  
t h e r e o n .  The second  r e s o l u t i o n  i s  a u t h o r i z i n g  and d i r e c t i n g  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  and  
t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Convent ion  t o  r e v i e w  and approve  t h e  summary and v e r b a t i m  
j o u r n a l s .  Of c o u r s e ,  t h o s e  a r e  i n t r o c u e d  by D e l e g a t e  Nabors ,  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas ,  
and  a s  a  whole .  -+-.- 

- I+ 

. (  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  Thank you,  M r .  S e c r e t a r y .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Can I r e q u e s t  someone t o  r e a d  t h e  o t h e r  r e s o l u t i o n ?  

D e l e g a t e  Nabors:  A r e s o l u t i o n  t o  waive a l l  d e f e c t s  a s  t o  form and  p r o c e d u r e  ! / i n  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  recommendat ions  o f  t h e  Second N o r t h e r n  Mar iana  I s l a n d s  I C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Conven t ion .  

P r e s i d e n t  'H. G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s ?  

D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  I t h i n k  I am v e r y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h i s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  o t h e r  
members. Could t h i s  b e  e x p l a i n e d  o r  e l a b o r a t e d  b e c a u s e  I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  t o o  s u r  . . .  
what t h i s  i s  t r y i n g  t o  do? .. :$,,L..;2, .. ,. ",$;;,: 

,, .. *.' .: . I .  ' ' .  
P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r o :  B a s i c a l l y ,  it d o e s  n o t  -- i s  it t h e  l a s t  r e s o l u t i o n  , 
you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o ?  . , . '  , . "  
D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  Yes. 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  The r e s o l u t i o n  i t s e l f  d o e s  n o t  t o u c h  t h e  conten ts" 'o ' f  
t h e  p r o p o s a l s  t h a t  have  been p a s s e d  by t h i s  Convent ion .  A l l  it d o e s  i s  t h a t  
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t o  p r o t e c t  ourselves i n  t h e  f u t u r e  that sometimes the Chair or probably  other 
members made a mistake on procedural  m a t t e r ,  l i k e  sometimes we v o t e ,  somebody 
c a l l s  f o r  a  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n  o r  a  d e b a t e  and we're v o t i n g  a l r e a d y  on  t h e  
s u b s t a n c e  w i t h o u t  anybody r e a l i z i n g  what  happens .  So i n s t e a d  o f  g o i n g  back  t 
t h e  j o u r n a l s  s i n c e  we d o n ' t  have  a l l  t h e  j o u r n a l s  a t  t h i s  t i m e  i t ' s  s u g g e s t e d  
t h a t  p r o b a b l y  i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  s o  nobody c a n  come back  and c h a l l e n g e  t h e  
a d o p t i o n  o f  any  o f  t h e  d e ' l e g a t e  p r o p o s a l s ,  e x c u s e  me, t h e  commi t t ee  recommend 
t i o n s  a t  a  f u t u r e  d a t e  on p o i n t  o f  t e c h n i c a l i t y ,  b u t  we a r e  n o t  t o u c h i n g  any  
o f  t h e  c o n t e h t s  a s  a d o p t e d  by t h e  members. Is t h a t  c l e a r ?  

D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  So I t a k e  it t o  mean t h a t  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  c o n t e n t  i s  c o n c e r n e  

- 1  no change .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  No change .  No change  i n  t h e  c o n t e n t .  

D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  R i g h t .  You w i l l  n o t  even  make a  g r a m m a t i c a l  c o r r e c t i b n ?  Sg 
t h a t  -- do I t a k e  it t o  mean t h a t  way? 

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  No. J u s t  a  m i n u t e .  D e l e g a t e  V i l l agomez?  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l aqomez :  I f  a  commi t t ee  p r o p o s a l  i s  v e r y  e x t e n s i v e l y  d i s c u s s e d  ' 

and t h e r e  a r e  m o t i o n s  f o r  amendments and  o t h e r  m o t i o n s  and e v e S r y t h i n g  e l s e  i s  
done  e x c e p t  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  the committee recommendation, under this resol;-. 
t i o n ,  d o e s  t h e  C h a i r  have  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h a t  it w a s  a d o p t e d  b a s e  1 on t h e  other motions and discussions and then make the change to make that ' 

1 
committee recommendation be deemed as adopted by t h e  Convention? 

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  B a s i c a l l y ,  y e s .  

1 Delegate Villagomez: I oppose t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n .  

I D e l e g a t e  Mendio la :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I t h i n k  w e  a r e  u n d e r  I n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  Reso- I l u t i o n s .  Can we r e s e r v e  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  u n t i l  w e  g e t  t o  t h e  p r o p e r  o r d e r ?  

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Okay. We d o n ' t  have  any  u n f i n i s h e d  b u s i n e s s .  

I UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 one 

SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Under S p e c i a l  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  Day, D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s  gave  
a n o t i c e  and  a s k e d  f o r  unanimous c o n s e n t  o f  t h a t  one  a s  w e l l  a s  Committee 
Recommendation 6 5  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  

D e l e g a t e  V i l l a n u e v a :  I move f o r  two-minute  r e c e s s .  

I D e l e g a t e  Nabors  s econded  t h e  m o t i o n .  

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  T h r e e  m i n u t e s  r e c e s s .  

I The Conven t ion  r e c e s s e d  a t  7:04 p.m. 

RECESS 

I The Conven t ion  r econvened  a t  7:10 p.m. 
----- --.--- - -. .. ---. . ..-- ----.------ ----- - 
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President H. Guerrero: The session is +lied b.gck to order. Delegate 
Guerrero? $. 3% 

.I,$ 
I 
I 

Delegate DL. Guerrero: Mr. President, a?e we still under Introduction of 
Resolutions? I have two resolutions her$:'Ph+t I would like to introduce this 
evening. The first resolution is &xpreswq$ng appreciation to the Attorney 
General, Assistant Attorney Generals for-the assistance provided to-the Con- 
vention. The next resolution is a- T<esolution expressing appreciation to the 
Governor, the Executive Branch Department Heads, the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, the President of the Senate for the support provided to the 
Convention, and they may be introduced by the Committee of the Whole. 

President H. Guerrero: Thank you, We are on (K) . yesterday, I forgot to - I' 
include Committee Recommendation No. 64 in this listinq. I was confused. ..I. ..I1 - 
'wrote it down but it was not entertained.   here was a move yesterday to as& ..'! 
Tor unanimous consent to suspend'the'~u1es of Procedure to entertain these 

tbon, I mean, on Committee Recommendation Nos. 57, 64, 65 and 27? 
four measures today. Can I have a show of hand that does not have any objec; 

Delegate Mendiola: I have no objection if we go one by one to ask for unani- .I 
%bus consent. But if all at one time I will object. . 

Dcle,gate Mafnas: Mr. President, I was the one who gave notice last night on :I' 
Committee Recommendation 65 for reconsideration. I ap~reciate if you will )I 

I , 
I 

I 

. 

President H. Guerrero: Under our procedures, it is not by unanimous consent 
hut by majority votes. Can I get a show of hand so we can entertain 55, 64, 

- - 
delete that from your list. 11 

Ii 

I 
I 

, 

President H. President: So are you withdrawing it? 1 

65 and 27? . Yes, Delegate Mafnas? 

Delegate Mafnasr Yes. I 
President H .  G u e r r e r o :  So n o w  t h e y  are  55 ,  6 4  and 27. C a n  I have a s h o w  of. 
hand for consideration? 

Delegate Mendiola: Mr. President, I think nobody asked for reconsideration of 
No. '27. 1 

Delegate Mafnas: She gave notice, I recall. 

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Ogumoro gave that notice yesterday. 

Delegate Mendiola: She asked for unanimous consent and I objected yesterday. 

PresidentdH. Guerrero: She did ask. 

President H. Guerrero: She did gave notice. 

I 
1 
1 

I 

1 Delegate Ogumoro: May I please explain why I would like that to be recon- 
sidered? 

I President H. Guerrero: Delegate Ogumoro? 
I 



&& ate Oqumoro: I f  we m a i n t a i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  l anguage  o f  C o i m i t t e e  Reccmmen- 
t i o n  No. 2 7 ,  w e  a r e  g o i n g  t o  , as  D e l e g a t e  .Lee a lways  s a y ,  d i s e n f r a n c h i s e  

esr U. S .  c i t i z e n s ,  nos-Nor thern  ~ a r i a n a ?  d e s c e a t  b u t  w e  a r e  a l s o  g o i n g  t o  
t a k e  away t h e  v o t i n g  r i g h t  o f  some o f  o u r  Nor thern  Mar i anas  d e s c e n t  U.S. c i t i -  
zens. So f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n ,  I a m  begg ing  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  - t o  p l e a s e  r e c o n s i d e r  o u r  
d e c i s i o n  o r  t o  have u s  r e c o n s i d e r  t h i s ,  measure;, - !&' ? +  

& l e g a t e  Vi l l agomez :  I o b j e c t  and I have a  $;epared s p e e c h  t o  p r e s e n t  on t h e  
L a s t  day o f  t h l s  Convention b e f o r e  w e . a d j o u r n ,  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  t h e  r e a s o n s  why 
i C  i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we m a i n t a i n  t 3 e  amendment a s  h a s  been p a s s e d  6n 
Second Reading.  

P g q s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  She gave  n o t i c e  y e s t e r d a y ,  s o  27,  w e  need  a m a j o r l t y  
Gate i f  i t ' s  t o  be  c o n s i d e r e d .  So s h e ' s  s t i l l  i n  o r d e r .  , I mean, i n  t e rms  o f  I 

Pgmsident  H .  G u e r r e r o :  She gave  n o t i c e  t h a t  unde r  Rule  66,  s h e  gave  a  one-day 
x & c e  t o  suspend  Rule  5 1 ( c )  y e s t e r d a y .  I 

t P e * s u s p e n s i o n  o f  Ru les  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h i s  one .  So we need t o  v o t e  on t h e  s u s -  
Wr2sion o f  Ru les  whe the r  t o  e n t e r t a i n  t h i s  one .  . 

&&.?gate Mendiola:  Under what  r u l e  i s  t h a t ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ?  . 

DeoL,$+qqte Mendiola:  And by s u s p e n d i n g  t h a t  r u l e ,  how many v o t e s  d o e s  it need  . '  
t o  s u s p e n d  t h e  r u l e ?  I t h i n k  i t ' s  t w o - t h i r d s  o r  t h r e e - f o u r t h s .  I -  . 

. - 
. 

Pres;id;rent H'. G u e r r e r o :  I b e l i e v e  it j u s t  n e e d s  a  m a j o r i t y ,  s i m p l e  m a j o r i t y  
v o t e .  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas? P 
D e l e g a t e  Mafnas: S h a l l  we d e c i d e  whe the r  w e  s h o u l d  r e c o n s i d e r  57? 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Okay. I 
D e l e g a t e  Ogumoro: 27 .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r o :  57?  

D e l e q a t e  Mafnas : .  Yes. I t  i s  l i s t e d  on t h e  S p e c i a l  O r d e r s .  

D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  
Y 

; P r e s i d e n t  H.  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s ?  
I 
1 

D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  I b e l i e v e  1 w a s  t h e  one  who gave  n o t i c e  f o r  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
and  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  I ' d  l i k e  t o  r e i t e r a t e  t h a t  I l i k e  women and  t h e r e f o r e ,  I 
w i l l  wi thdraw t h a t  r e q u e s t .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  T h e r e f o r e ,  w e  a r e  g o i n g  t o  e n t e r t a i n  6 4 .  The C h a i r  
f o r g o t  t o  i n c l u d e  6 4  t h a t  was moved by D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s .  Would you g i v e  y o u r  
r a t i o n a l e  why w e  s h o u l d  v o t e  t o  r e c o n s i d e r  6 4 ?  1 

I 

D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  The o n l y  r e a s o n  t h a t  I would l i k e  f o r  t h i s  t o  b e  r e c o n s i d e r e  
i s  t h a t  I t h i n k  when we v o t e d  on t h e  amendment t o  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  p r o p o s a l ,  we 

t o  i n c l u d e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  non-pub l i c  s c h o o l s ,  a s t u d e n t  as w e l l  as a 
f a i l e d  t o  i n c l u d e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  and we a l s o  f a i l e d  1 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  T e a c h e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  a t  l e a s t  a s  non-vot ing  e x  o f f i c i o  
members o f  t h e  b o a r d .  I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  b o a r d  w i l l  be  e l e c t e d  a t  l a r g e .  So 
t h a t  i s  r e a l l y  my o n l y  r a t i o n a l e  and  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  t o  e n t e r t a i n  t h e  i d e a  o f  
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making the Department of Education or the Elementary/Secondary Education as 
well as the Institution of Higher  Education more independent. 

I President H. Guerrero: Are you ready to vote? 

The motion to recall Committee Recommendation No. 64 for consideration 
was carried by a raising of hands vote of 10 for and two against the motion. 

president H. Guerrero: The motion is carried. Committee Recomnendation No. 
64 is now ready to be entertained. This is for Second and Final Reading. 
Delegate Torres? 

Delegate Torres: .Yes, on the principal proposal, there was an amendment . 
regarding the Board of Education. The only thing that I would like to insert 

I .  the language that I would like to insert is that-"three members shall be 
appointed by the Governor as ex officio members of the Board of Education. On( 
menbe :  f r o m  a re ; re i i "a t i i r  of t h e  r a n - p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ,  o n e  member  hall b e  a I s t u d e n t ,  and one member a r c p r e s e n t a c i v e  of fhe pUDliC S C ~ O O ~  teachers." . 

I President H. Guerrero: Are these non-voting members? 

Delegate Torres: They are all non-voting ex officio members. 
1 

President H. Guerrero: Do you have that down in writing? 

I Delegate Torres: No, but I could. . . . I 
Delegate Mafnas:' No objection. 

President H. Guerrero: Where are you inserting that? Can you repeat your 
statement again? 

1 Delegate Torres: The amendment that we passed last night regarding the Board 
I of Education, the amendment which Delegate Nabors and I co-sponsored. Could 

I we have a two-minute recess so that we can put it in writing? 

* I  Delegate Villanueva: No objection. 

President H. Guerrero: Two minutes recess. 

The Convention recessed at 7:30 p.m. 

RECESS 

I The Convention reconvened at'7:42 p.m. 

President H. Guerrero: The session is called back to order. In view of the 
lateness of the Convention, we've been going on not even a dinner break and 
some of the members are tired, it h,as been suggested to s u s p e n d  all the o r d e r s  
of the day and go down t o  e i t h e r  announcements or adjournment until tomorrow, 
so we can convene tomorrow a t  nine o'clock. 

Acting Floor Leader Mendiola: I so move. 

Delegate Mafnas: Mr. President, on miscellaneous before announcements. 

I Delegate DL. Guerrero: Mr. President, I appreciate the concern, of course, 
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about  the t i r e s o m e  of tne membexs of this convention hut I will a rpe roviae\  9 -  P 
that at least please entertain Committee Recommendation No. 67 as First 
Reading so if we have to kill it tomorrow we can kill it or we can slaughter 
it the way that Mr. Nabors is just more or less showing this evening. 

i President H. Guerrero: It will be entertained under the General Orders of thc 
Day tomorrow. 

Delegate Mafnas: We will have two readings tomorrow. On miscellaneous, what 
are we having tomorrow, Mr. President? Tomorrow is the last day. May we 

, 

.I  celebrate ourselves? 

Delegate .DL. Guerrero: Yes, but it requires two reading and if we don't take 
it up today then automatically it will defeat the purpose. 

President H. Guerrero: Basically, where we are tomorrow is to finish 64 and 
27 if it's decided to vote them and then entertain the deleqate proposal thai - - 
was mentioned by ~elegate Torres and Delegate Guerrero unde; the General Orde: 
of the Day. And then after that, we would like to take up the final packaginc 
of the Convention. That's why I would like to meet with the Committee on 
Organizations and Procedures tomorrow morning to go over the ptoposals. It- 
has been typed in the final version but in terms of how we are going to packa.5 
it, we'd like to discuss that tomorrow. And that's about it other than pro- 
bably somebody recommend that we should have a signing ceremony to sign off' or 
this one and invite the Governor and the Presiding Officers of the Legislature 
so we can officially at least transmit the English version around seven 
o'clock. Does anybody have suggestions? Delegate Guerrero? 

Delegate DL. Guerrero: Mr. President, since we are completing our Convention' 
assignment tomorrow, and as you just mentioned that there will be a ceremonia: 
more or less for the signing of the Convention or sign off of the Convention, 
I would like to suggest that perhaps maybe in the evening we should have our 
own more or less function to have a reception probably and each of the delegat 
would contribute at least $20 for this event for tomorrow evening and we can 
cater it out to some people that could do or cook some food for us as well as 
some drinks, of course, we can buy. 

President H. Guerrero: Yes, that's a good suggestion. And the Chair in term: 
of going over the Order of Business would like to limit the debate with just 
one hour for each and not more so we can go with the, if we complete all of it 
I hope that we complete it before at least late afternoon. Delegate Nabors? 

Delegate Nabors: Miscellaneous? 

I President H. Guerrero: We are still on Miscellaneous. 

- I Delegate Nabors: Thank you. Mr. President, I want to go on record of 
expressing my displeasure at the fact that the Chief Executive has not providc 
any reception for this distinguished body either at the opening or at the 
middle and now we are at the end. And I want the record to show that I con- 
sider it in bad taste. Thank you. 

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Kaipat? 

I Delegate Kaipat: Mr. President, I was about to say the same thing. 

I President H. Guerrero: I believe there are some people who have mentioned 
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whether  t h e y  l i k e  t o  c o n d u c t  someth ing  l i k e  t h a t  b u t  t h e y  f e l t  t h a t  i t  n i g h t  
be i n  bad t a s t e  t o  do i t  t h a t  t h e y  might  t r y  t o  c o n v i n c e  t h e  d e l e g a t e s ,  t h e  
i d e a  t h a t  t h e y  migh t  be t r y i n g  t o  sway t h e i r  v o t e s  o r  i n  terms o f  o t h e r  t h i n g  
So, I d o n ' t  know a b o u t  t h e  Governor  b u t  I ' v e  h e a r d  some bus inessmen t a l k i n g  
a b o u t  i t  and t h e y  d e c i d e d  n o t  t o  because  t h e y  d o n ' t  want t o  a p p e a r  t h a t  t h e y  
might  be buying  v o t e s  o r  someth ing  l i k e  t h a t .  

I D e l e g a t e  Nabors:  C a l l  a  m e e t i n g  i n  T i n i a n  and w e  w i l l  show you h o s p i t a l i t y .  

I P r e s i d e n t  H..  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Manglana? 

. I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t ?  

.- . . 

D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  I would l i k e  t o  a s k  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  FFirst c o n s t i t u t . i d n  
a1 Convent ion  what happened a t  t h e  end of  t h e  Convent ion .  Did t h e  p e o p l e  '. 

d o n a t e  $20 t o  have a  p a r t y ?  

Dele~zte-Manylonu; M r .  P r e s i d e n C ,  I b e l i e v e  I r e c e i v r d  a I e f i r r  r r O m  f h e  

Governor when I i n v i t e d  him t o  t e s t i f y  on an  i s s u e  and  t h a t ' s  e x a c t l y  t h e  
p o i n t ;  he  d o e s  n o t  want t o  a p p e a r  l i k e  i n f l u e n c i n g  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  o f  t h e  d e l e -  
g a t e s .  Thank you. 

D e l e q a t e  DL. G u e r r e r o :  Y e s ,  i n  r e spond  t o  t h a t ,  t h e r e  was a  r , ecep t ion  t h a t  I was h e l d  by t h e  Convent ion  and of  c o u r s e  o t h e r  c o n t r i b u t i o n ,  i n  k i n d  con t r i -bu  
i t i o n  l i k e w i s e  was r e c e i v e d .  So a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r ,  o r  t h e  Second Con Con, w e  

know t h a t  t h e  fund  i s  v e r y  l i m i t e d  and 1 - b e l i e v e  i t ' s  a good g e s t u r e  on our .  
p a r t  a s  members o f  t h i s  Convent ion  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  a t  l e a s t  f o r  o u r s e l v e s  a g r e  
of  t h e  amount t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  c o n t r i b u t e  f o r  t h i s  f u n c t i o n .  But t h a t  was o n l y  
a s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  $20 a p i e c e  or  $ 2 0  p e r  d e l e g a t e  would c e r t a i n l y  h e l p  t h e  
e v e n t  t h a t  w e  a r e  g o i n g  t o  have tomorrow e v e n i n g .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  T h a t ' s  t r u e ,  w e  d o n ' t  have t h e  rnonsy. W e  a r e  n o t  
p r i v i l e g e d  t h i s  t i m e  around w i t h  o t h e r  money t o  p l a y  w i t h .  But i f  w e  a r e  on  
s c h e d u l e  and  I a s k  t h a t  members b e  c o n s c i o u s  when t h e y  a r e  a s k i n g  q u e s t i o n s  
tomorrow and  w r i t e  t h e i r  q u e s t i o n s  t o n i g h t  o r  t h i n k  a b o u t  it t o n i g h t  s o  w e ' l l  
be f i n i s h e d  w i t h  t h e  Order  of B u s i n e s s  a t  l e a s t .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  f i n i s h  i t ' a t  
around f o u r  o ' c l o c k  s o  it g i v e s  ample t i m e  and e i t h e r  s tar ts  a t  f i v e  o r  six 
o ' c l o c k  i f  we a r e  g o i n g  t o  have t h i s  f u n c t i o n .  

~ e l e q a t e  Villanueva : Q u e s t i o n ,  M r .  President. 

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  V i l l a n u e v a ?  

D e l e q a t e  V i l l a n u e v a :  Would t h e  Governor s p o n s o r i n g  a  r e c e p t i o n ,  o r  any k i n d  
o f  g e t - t o g e t h e r  be c o n s i d e r e d  a  p u b l i c  pu rpose  s i n c e  w e  a r e  d i s c u s s i n g  p u b l i c  
pu rpose  h e r e ?  . . 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  H i s  q u e s t i o n  i s  whe the r  i f  t h e  Governor  i s  p r o v i d i n g  
a r e c e p t i o n  o r  someth ing  l i k e  t h i s ,  a  p a r t y ,  someth ing  l i k e  t h a t ,  i s  t h a t  . . : ,  

c o n s i d e r e d  a  p u b l i c  p u r p o s e ?  . . . 
' i . . ' ,  . - - . '. 

D e l e g a t e  I g i t o l :  Yes. .. ".._ 
. , ,  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Is i t ?  

..; 
D e l e g a t e  Mafnas: M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  . , . .  ,... ( 

. .- .. ' . . 

Y e s ,  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas. .. .. /. . . , -- ------.---- -.-. -. - ----- - ....... -. . _ _ _ _  -.._ -.-- A&...&. . .-.... 
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D e l e g a t e  Mafnas: The former  t h r e e  d e l e g a t i o n  cha i rmen  echoed  o r  t r i e d  t o  a s k  
t h e  Governor  t o  p r o v i d e  o r  have  a  r e c e p t i o n  p r i o r  t o  t h e  conven ing  o f  t h e  
Convent ion  a n d  he  was k i n d  o f  r e l u c t a n t  because  h e  d i d n ' t  want any i m p l i c a t i o  
t h a t ,  you know, he  w i l l  i n f l u e n c e  o r  t r y  t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  d e l e g a t e s .  And I 
r e s p e c t  him f o r  t h a t .  I a g r e e d  w i t h  him t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  imply  t h a t  
t h a t  was t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  r e c e p t i o n .  Now, w e  a r e  coming t o  t h e  end  o f  t h  
Conven t ion ,  p r o b a b l y  he  w i l l  b e  r e c e p t i v e  b e c a u s e  w e  w i l l  b e  c o n c l u d i n g  o u r  
d e c i s i o n s  on p r o p o s a l s .  With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  $ 2 0 ,  maybe we s h o u l d  make it $ 2 5  
m u l t i p l y - t h a t  by 2 4  members, i t  w i l l  come up  t o  $ 7 0 0  and  c h i p  i n  and  i f  you 
c a n  c a t e r  it. 

Delegate Mendiala: No objection. 

president H. Guer rk ro :  If the wishes of t h e  Convention, I c a n  c h e c k  w i t h   he 
Governor  t o  see whe the r  h e  wan t s  t o  h o s t  it. D e l e g a t e  C ing?  . . . . 

. . 

D e l e g a t e  Cing:  I would l i k e  t o  men t ion  t h a t  I a g r e e  w i t h  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas ,  w 
c a n  c o n t r i b u t e  $ 2 5  i f  we c a n  and  t h i s  i s  t o  s h a r e  my g e n e r o s i t y  o f  t h i s  honb- 
r a r i u m  p e r  diem t o  my f e l l o w  c o l l e a g u e s .  

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  Are you c o n t r i b u t i n g  $50  t h e n ?  

I p r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Is t h a t  ag reeab le '  t o  . t h e  members? Y e s ,  D e l e g a t e  Lime 

Dele  a t e  Limes: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I hope w e  a re  n o t  c h a r g i n g  a l s o  t h e  s t a f f  ..... 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  Guerrero: '  Not o n l y  t h e  s t a f f  and  a t  l e a s t  f o r  t h e  media  and t h e  
a s s i s t a n t  c o u n s e l s .  

I D'e l ega t e  Mafnas:  We a l s o  have n i g h t l y  o b s e r v a n t s  back  h e r e .  

I D e l e g a t e  Cing:  L e t  them be  o u r  s p e c i a l  g u e s t s .  

(App lause )  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  So w e  have  some th ing  and  w e  have  a  s i g n i n g  ceremony 
a r o u n d  s e v e n  o ' c l o c k .  D e l e g a t e  V i l l agomez ,  a r e  you s h a k i n g  your  h e a d ?  

~ e l e ~ a t e  V i l l agomez :  No. - 
P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  So, w e ' l l  g i v e  t h e  s e c r e t a r i e s  t h e  t i m e  t o  t y p e  e v e r y .  
t h i n g  up by tomorrow and w e  w i l l  j u s t  a d o p t  i t  and  have  everybody s i g n  o f f  
t o m o r r o w  n i g h t .  I f  no o b j e c t i o n ,  t h e n  t h a t ' s  t h e  way w e  a r e  g o i n g  t o  b e  and  
w e  w i l l  i n v i t e  t h e  P r e s i d i n g  O f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  and  t h e  Governor  and  
t h e  L t .  Governor .  

- I D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  One l a s t  q u e s t i o n ,  i f  I may? 

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Y e s ,  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas.  

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  J u s t  t o  s a t i s f y  my c u r i o s i t y  and  D e l e g a t e  Vi l lagomez  may 
answer  t h i s  q u e s t i o n .  He h a s  been  w e a r i n g  h i s  s h a d e s  s i n c e  t h i s  morning o r  
r a t h e r  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n ,  d i d  he  have  b l a c k  e y e ?  What happened?  H e  r e f u s e d  t o  
have  e y e  c o n t a c t .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  I t  s o r t  o f  b o t h e r s  m e  whole  day  i f  I l o o k  back .  
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D e l e g a t e  Vi l laqomez:  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I have t h r e e  p r e s c r i p t i o n  g l a s s e s - - o n e  
d a r k ,  one c l e a r ,  and one i n  between.  ( L a u g h t e r )  One s t a y s  i n  my house ,  one 
s t a y s  i n  my c a r  and  one s t a y s  i n  my p ick-up  t r u c k .  Over t h e  weekend my true) 

h a s  been used t o  t a k e  food  t o  t h e  house o f  , t h e  dead  r e l a t i v e  and somehow my 
g l a s s e s  d i s a p p e a r e d  s o  I 'have t o  u s e  t h e  one from my house .  

P r e s i d e n t  H . ~  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Vi l lagomez,  I ' m  n o t  w e a r i n g  my c o n t a c t  t o d a l  
s o  I can . ' t  s e e  v e r y  w e l l  back t h e r e .  But f o r  some r e a s o n s ,  y o u ' r e  wea r ing  
d a r k  g l a s s e s ,  s o r t  o f  I f e e l  r a t h e r  uncomfor t ab le  because  I c a n ' t  see your  
e y e s .  ( L a u g h t e r )  And i f  I d i d n ' t  s e e  your  hand v e r y  w e l l  when you r a i s e d  i l  
o r  anyone back t h e r e ,  I a p o l o g i z e  b u t  I ' m  n o t  wea r ing  my c o n t a c t .  I f o r g o t  
my c o n t a c t s  t h i s  morning.  Y e s ,  D e l e g a t e  Reyes? 

D e l e g a t e  Reyes: Thank you,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  Although I am v e r y  happy t h a t  ' . .  
Committee Recommendation No. 1 9  h a s  been p a s s e d ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  a p o l o g i z e  t o  al: 
t h e  d e l e g a t e s  f o r  t a k i n g  a l t o g e t h e r  an  e x c e s s  of  s even  h o u r s  of  d e b a t e ,  b u t . :  
a  way, I ' m  g l a d  t h a t  t h i s  i s  how much t i m e  it t a k e s  f o r  u s  t o  be  s a t i s f i e d  
w i t h  o u r  f u t u r e  economy. Thank you. 

D e l e g a t e  Mafnas:  I g i v e  n o t i c e  t o  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

( L a u g h t e r )  

I D e l e g a t e  Manglona: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ?  
I 

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Manglona. I 

I P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s ?  

I D e l e g a t e  Manglona: Yes, a l o n g  t h e  same l i n e  w i t h  D e l e g a t e  Reyes,  I have t h i r  
t o  s a y .  C e r t a i n  members o f  t h i s  Convent ion  a g r e e d  t h a t  i f  a  f o r e i g n  inves t01  
c o n f r o n t s  a  c i t i z e n  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar ianas  d e s c e n t  r e g a r d i n g  o b t a i n i n g  an  
i n t e r e s t  on h i s  l a n d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  l a n d  a l i e n a t i o n  i s  t e r m i n a t e d  t h e  p e r s o n  
does  n o t  have t h e  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  i n v e s t o r .  They worry t h a t  1 t h e  l a n d  owner migh t  jump a t  a  d e a l  which h i s  c o l l e g e  g r a d u a t e d  son  migh t  

( r e g r e t  l a t e r .  However, a t  t h e  same t i m e  t h i s  c e r t a i n  i n d i v i d u a l s  a g r e e d  t h a t  

D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s :  Along s i m i l a r  l i n e s ,  I a l s o  want t o  e x p r e s s  my d i s a p p o i n t -  
ment t h a t . w h i l e  w e  would l i k e  o r  w e  would t h i n k  t h a t  we would l i k e  t o  p r o t e c l  
o u r  p e o p l e ,  w e ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  would l i k e  t o  a l s o  n o t  t o  p r o t e c t  them s o  
t h a t  w e  c a n  g a i n  more p r o f i t s  o u r s e l v e s .  I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  r e a l l y  bad. I t h i ~  
i t ' s  r e a l l y  a mockery o f  what we've been s t r u g g l i n g  f o r  t o  p r o t e c t  o u r s e l v e s  
a g a i n s t  u n s c r u p u l o u s  i n v e s t o r s .  And I am v e r y  d i s a p p o i n t e d  t h a t  t h i s  t h i n g  
happen and I hope t h a t  h i s t o r y  w i l l  judge t h o s e  who a r e  v o i c i n g  o p p o s i t i o n  t c  
making t h e  l a n d  a l i e n a t i o n  p r o v i s i o n  a  mockery. Thank you. 

. 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t ?  

a t  t h e  i n s t a n t  t h e  i n v e s t o r  i n f o r m s  t h e  l a n d  owner t h a t  a  condominium i s  sti :  
t o  be b u i l t ,  t h e  l a n d  owner immedia t e ly ,becomes  e n l i g h t e n e d  and becomes soph: 
t i c a t e d  t o  be u n s c r u p u l o u s  h i m s e l f .  I f  a  condominium i s  t o  b e  b u i l t ,  t h e  la1 
owner becomes an  e x p e r t  i n  l a n d  d e a l i n g s  immedia te ly .  W e  d o n ' t  have t o  p ro -  
t e c t  t h e  l a n d  owner i f  it h a s  someth ing  t o  do w i t h  condominium. Thank you. 

D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t :  Thank you,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  P robab ly  t h i s  w i l l  be  my l a s t  
speech .  But  I would l i k e  t o  s t a t e  t h i s  t h a t  from my own o b s e r v a t i o n ,  I t h i n 1  
t h i s  body, t h i s  Convent ion  had accompl i shed  a  l o t  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  

I ~omrnonwealth f o r  t h e  p a s t  t h i r t y  days  o r  s o  and t h i s  w i l l  go down i n  t h e  
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DeLegate: Nr. President, are we making the last speech tonight or 
tomorror ? 

President H. Guerrero: Tomorrow, I assume. I'm trying to get the attention 
of Delegate Mendiola to move for adjournment. 

Acting Floor Leader Mendiola: Mr. President, I'd like to move that we adjour 
until tomorrqw morning at nine o'clock. 

Delegate Mafnas seconded the motion. 

President H. .Guerrero: Can we go on sharp and not Chamorro tine or local 
time? 

Acting Floor Leader Mendiola: Point of information. Tomorrow at eight 
o'clock because the Committee on Organizations and Procedures is meeting. ' . .  

. . . . 

President H. Guerrero:, The Committee on Organizations and procedures is 
meeting at eight o'clock and I ask that if the chairmen are not present, the 
vice chairmen to please attend. 

Delegate Inos: Mr. President, can the 'Committee on Organizations and Proce.- 
dures start at seven so we can start at eight? 

Delegate Villanueva: No objection. 

President H'. Guerrero: Nine o'clock. 

There being no further discussion, the motion to adjourn was carried by 
voice vote. 

The Convention adjourned at 8:02 p.m. and to reconvene at 9 : 0 0  a.m., 
Monday, July 22, 1985. 

/ 

APPROVED : 

Herman T. Guerrero, President 
Northern Marianas Constitutional 
Convention 


