
Proposed Constitutional 
Amendment No. 

ADOPTED AMENDENTS 

Title - 
To amend Section 9 of Article I relating to 
Clean and Healthful Environment. 

To add a new section to Article I relating to 
victims of crime. 

To add a new section to Article I making 
abortion illegal in the Northern Mariana 
Islands. 

To amend Sections 2 and 3 of Article I1 by 
adding a new subsection (d) to each section 
relating to Composition of the Senate and 
Composition of the House of Representatives. 

To add a new Section 5(d) to Article I1 to 
prohibit legislation which increases the 
class of non-aliens beyond those persons 
defined in Sectin 506(c) of the Covenant. 

To amend subsections (a) and (c) of Section 7 
of Article 111 and to add a new subsection 
(d) to Section 7 of Article 11, relative to 
action on legislation by the Governor. and to 
prohibit certain types of bills during the 
period of a lame-duck legislature. 

To amend Section 11 of Article 11 relating to 
Other Government Employment of members of the 
legislature; and to amend Section 14(a) of 
Article I1 regarding the vote required to 
expel a member of the Legislature. 

To amend Section 13 of Article 1 1  relating to 
legislative sessions. 

To add a new section to Article 11, to 
establish a ceiling of $2,800.000 on the 
budget of the legislature. 

To amend Article I1 by adding a new section 
establishing a legislative bureau. 

To amend Section 2 of Article 111 relating to 
Qua1 ifications of the Governor. 

To amend Section 4 of Article I 1 1  to limit a 
governor to two terms in office. 

To amend Section 7 of Article 111 relating to 
succession to the Governorship and Lieutenant 
Governorship. 



Proposed Const i tu t iona l  
Amendment No. T i t l e  - 

To amend Section 9(a) and (b)  o f  A r t i c l e  111 
t o  mandate a balanced budget f o r  the 
Commonwealth o f  the Northern Mariana Islands 
Government i n  every f i s c a l  year. 

To amend Section 10 o f  A r t i c l e  111 r e l a t i n g  
t o  the Governor's emergency powers. 

To amend Section 11 of A r t i c l e  111 o f  the 
Northern Harianas Const i tu t ion r e l a t i n g  t o  
the Attorney General. 

To amend Section 12 o f  A r t i c l e  111 t o  provide 
fo r  appointment o f  a temporary pub l ic  aud i tor  
by the governor i n  the event o f  a vacancy i n  
the o f f i c e  o f  pub l ic  audi tor .  and t o  
guarantee the minimum budget o f  the pub l ic  
auditor. 

To add a new subsection t o  Section 18 o f  
A r t i c l e  111 t o  require t h a t  the sa lary  o f  the 
Executive Assistant f o r  Carol in ian A f f a i r s  
not be less than t h a t  o f  an executive 
department head. 

To add a new sect ion t o  A r t i c l e  111 r e l a t i n g  
t o  Retirement System. 

To add a new sect ion t o  A r t i c l e  111 t o  
guarantee the independence o f  boards and 
commissions and requ i re  appointments t o  
vacant seats w i th in  90 days. 

To add a new section t o  A r t i c l e  111 t o  
es tab l ish  an Of f i ce  o f  Special Assistant f o r  
Women ' s A f f a i r s  . 
To add a new sect ion t o  A r t i c l e  111 r e l a t i v e  
t o  Indigenous A f fa i r s .  

To amend Sections 2. 3. and 4 o f  A r t i c l e  I V  
r e l a t i n g  t o  the Jud ic ia l  Branch. 

To amend A r t i c l e  V r e l a t i v e  t o  representation 
i n  the United States. 

To amend A r t i c l e  V I  and Sections 17(a) and 
(b) o f  A r t i c l e  111 r e l a t i n g  t o  Local 
Government and decentral ized de l i ve ry  o f  
pub1 l c  services. 

To amend Section o f  A r t i c l e  V I I I  o f  the 
lo r the rn  Marianas Const i tu t ion t o  change the 
day o f  the regular general e lec t i on  t o  
Saturday. 

To add a new Section 5 t o  A r t i c l e  V I I I  
r e l a t i n g  t o  resignat ion from pub l i c  o f f i ce .  
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Proposed Cons tJ tu t iona l  
Amendment No. T i t l e  - 

To amend Sec t ion  1 o f  A r t i c l e  X r e l a t i n g  t o  I 
Pub1 i c  Purpose. I 
To add a new sec t i on  t o  A r t i c l e  X p r o h i b i t i n g  I 
the impos i t i on  o f  c e r t a i n  taxes on r e a l  
p rope r t y  unless approved by th ree- four ths  o f  
the votes cas t  i n  a referendum. 

I 
To add two new sec t ions  t o  A r t i c l e  X r e l a t i n g  
t o  t he  l i q u i d a t i o n  o f  d e f i c i t s ,  and r e q u i r i n g  
employment c e i l i n g s  i n  app rop r i a t i on  acts.  

To add two new sec t ions  t o  A r t i c l e  X r e l a t i n g  
t o  a Uni form F i s c a l  Management P o l i c y  and 
taxpayer 's  r i g h t s  o f  ac t ion .  

To amend Sect ions 4 and 5 of A r t i c l e  X I  
r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  Marianas Pub l i c  Land 
Corporat ion.  

To amend Sec t ion  6(a)  o f  A r t i c l e  X I  t o  
p rov ide  f o r  an increase i n  the number o f  
t r us tees  o f  t he  Marianas Pub l i c  Land T rus t  
from th ree  t o  f i v e ;  and, t o  amend Sect ion 
6 ( f )  of A r t i c l e  X I  t o  p rov ide  f o r  annual 
r epo r t i ng .  

To amend Sec t ion  2 o f  A r t i c l e  X I 1  r e l a t i n g  t o  
a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  land.  

To amend Sec t ion  3 o f  A r t i c l e  X I 1  t o  a l l ow  
t he  sa le  and long-term lease o f  b u i l d i n g  
above t he  f i r s t  f l o o r .  

To amend Sec t ion  5 and 6 o f  A r t i c l e  XI1 o f  
the  Northern Marianas C o n s t i t u t i o n  r e l a t i n g  
t o  t he  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  o f  corpora t ions  as 
persons o f  Northern I lar ianas descent. 

To amend Sec t ion  2 o f  A r t i c l e  X I V  t o  i nc l ude  
two o t h e r  un inhab i ted  i s lands  t o  be p ro tec ted  
and preserved. 

To repeal  Sec t ion  13 o f  A r t i c l e  111, and t o  
amend A r t i c l e  XV r e l a t i v e  t o  education., 

To amend Sec t ion  2(a) o f  A r t i c l e  X V I I I  t o  
r e q u i r e  t h a t  vo te r s  be asked w i t h i n  t e n  
years whether t he re  should be another  
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  convention; and, t o  amend 
Sec t ion  5(a)  o f  A r t i c l e  X V I I I  t o  a l l ow  
proposed amendments t o  be r a t i f i e d  i n  a 
spec ia l  e l ec t i on .  
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Proposed C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
Amendment No. T i t l e  - 

To add a  new A r t i c l e  r e l a t i n g  t o  Code o f  
E th ics ;  t o  amend Sec t ion  15 o f  A r t i c l e  I 1  
r e l a t i n g  t o  Conduct o f  Members; and t o  amend 
Sec t ion  6  o f  A r t i c l e  111 r e l a t i n g  t o  o the r  
government employment. 

To repea l  Sec t ion  16 o f  A r t i c l e  111; and t o  
add a  new A r t i c l e  r e l a t i n g  t o  C i v i l  Service. 

To add a  new A r t l c l e  r e l a t i n g  t o  gambling. 

To add a  new A r t i c l e  r e l a t i n g  t o  the o f f i c i a l  
seal ,  f l a g  and languages o f  the  Northern 
Martanas. 

To amend Sec t ion  8 o f  the  Schedule on 
Trans i  t i o n a l  Mat te rs  r e l a t i n g  t o  I n t e r i m  
D e f i n i t i o n  o f  C i t i zensh ip .  

Pres iden t  I AT lUT:  
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Maria T. Pangelinan 
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SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 AMENDMENT NO. 1 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend Section 9 of Article I relating to Clean and Healthful 
Environment. 

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT: 

1 I. Section 9 of Article I is amended to read: 

2 "Section 9: Clean and Healthful Environment. 

3 Each person has the right to a clean and healthful 

4 public environment in all areas, including the land, 

5 air, and water. Harmful and unnecessary noise 

6 pollution, and the storage of nuclear or 

7 radioactive material and the dumping or storage of 

8 any type,of nuclear waete within the surface or 

9 submerged lands and waters of the Northern Mariana 

10 Islands, are prohibited except as provided by law." 

11 

12 

13 

14 
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SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 AMENDMENT NO. 2 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To a d d  a new s e c t i o n  t o  A r t i c l e  I r e l a t i n g  t o  v i c t i m s  o f  crime. 

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT: 

I. A new s e c t i o n  is added  t o  A r t i c l e  I t o  r e a d :  

" S e c t i o n  - : V i c t i m s  o f  Crime. The  r i g h t  o f  

t h e  p e o p l e  t o  b e  s e c u r e  i n  t h e i r  p e r s o n s ,  h o u s e s ,  

and  b e l o n g i n g s  a g a i n s t  c r i m e  s h a l l  be r e c o g n i z e d  

a t  s e n t e n c i n g .  R e s t i t u t i o n  to  t h e  c r i m e  v i c t i m  

s h a l l  b e  a c o n d i t i o n  o f  p r o b a t i o n  and p a r o l e  

e x c e p t  upon a showing o f  c o m p e l l i n g  i n t e r e s t . "  



SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 AMENDMENT NO. 3 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To add a new section to Article I making abortion illegal in the 
Northern Mariana Islands. 

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT: 

1 I. To add a new section to ~rticle I to read: 

2 "Section : Abortion. The abortion of the 

3 unborn child during the mother's pregnancy is 

4 prohibited in the Commonwealth of the Northern 

5 Mariana Islands, except as provided by law." 

6 

7 

8 

9 
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SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 AMENDMENT NO. 4 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT I 
To amend S e c t i o n s  2 and 3 of  Article I1 by adding  a new s u b s e c t i o n  
(dl t o  each  s e c t i o n  r e l a t i n g  to Composition of the Sena te  and 
Composi t ion of t h e  House of  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT: 

1 I. S e c t i o n  2 o f  A r t i c l e  I1 is amended t o  add a new 

2 s u b s e c t i o n  (d l  t o  r ead :  

3 " (dl A c a n d i d a t e  f o r  t h e  s e n a t e  s h a l l  be  a 

4 r e g i s t e r e d  voter i n  t h e  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  where 

5 h e  or s h e  is a c a n d i d a t e .  " 

6 11. S e c t i o n  3 of  A r t i c l e  I1 is amended t o  add a new I 
7 s u b s e c t i o n  (d l  t o  r ead :  

8 "d)  A c a n d i d a t e  f o r  t h e  house of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  I 
9 s h a l l  be a r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r  of  t h e  e l e c t i o n  p r e c i n c t  I 
10 where he  or s h e  i s  a cand ida t e . "  

11 

1 2  

I 13 



SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 AMENDMENT NO. 5 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To add a new Section 5(d) to Article I1 to prohibit legislation 
which increases the class of nonaliens beyond those persons 
defined in Section 506 (c) of the Covenant. 

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT: 

1 I. A new subsection (dl is added to Section 5 of 

2 Article I1 to read: 

3 I'd) The legislature shall enact no law 

4 which increases the class of nonaliens, except 

5 .  as to those persons defined in Covenant Section 

6 506 (c) ." 
7 

8 
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SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
, CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 AMENDMENT NO. 6 
I 
1 ' . .  

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend subsec t ions  ( a )  and ( c )  of Sec t ion  7 of A r t i c l e  11 and 
t o  add a new subsec t ion  Id)  t o  Sec t ion  7 of A r t i c l e  11, r e l a t i v e  
t o  a c t i o n  on l e g i s l a t i o n  by t h e  Governor, and t o  p r o h i b i t  c e r t a i n  
types  of b i l l s  du r ing  t h e  per iod of a lame-duck l e g i s l a t u r e .  

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT: 

1 I. Sec t ion  7 ( a )  of  A r t i c l e  I1 is  amended t o  read:  

2 "a) Every b i l l  enacted  s h a l l  be s igned  by 

3 t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  of t h e  house i n  which t h e  

4 b i l l  o r i g i n a t e d  and t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  t h e  governor.  

5 If t h e  governor s i g n s  t h e  b i l l ,  i t  s h a l l  become 

6 l a w .  I f  t h e  governor ve toes  the b i l l ,  it s h a l l  
I 

7 be r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  of each 

8 house o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  wi th  a s t a t ement  o f  t h e  

9 r easons  f o r  t h e  veto .  The governor may v e t o  an  

10 i t e m ,  s e c t i o n ,  o r  p a r t  i n  an a p p r o p r i a t i o n  b i l l  
I 

11 and s i g n  t h e  remainder of t h e  b i l l :  provided t h a t  

' 12 t h e  governor  may n o t  ve to  an  i tem, s e c t i o n ,  o r  

13 p a r t  governing t h e  manner i n  which an  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  

14 may be expended i f  any a p p r o p r i a t i o n  a f f e c t e d  by 

15 the i t e m ,  s e c t i o n ,  o r  p a r t  is approved." 

16 11. S e c t i o n  7 (c) of  A r t i c l e  I1 is amended t o  read:  

17 " c )  A b i l l  o r  an  i t e m ,  s e c t i o n ,  o r  p a r t  of  

18 a b i l l  ve toed by t h e  governor may be recons ide red  

19 by t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  I f  two- th i rds  of t h e  members 

2 0 i n  each house vo te  upon r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  pass  t h e  

21 b i l l ,  i t e m ,  s e c t i o n ,  or p a r t ,  it s h a l l  become law." 



PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENT NO. 6 

1 111. Section 7 is amended to add a new subsection (d) to 

2 read : 

3 "d) Any appropriation bill, or any bill 

4 affecting spending authority, government financial 

5 management, or organization of the government, 

6 enacted in the period between a regular general 

7 election and the second Monday of January of the 

8 following year shall be void unless enacted by 

9 the affirmative vote of three-fourths of the 

10 members of each house of the legislature." 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

2 2 

23 

2 4 

25 
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SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985  AMENDMENT NO. 7  

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend S e c t i o n  11 o f  Article I1 r e l a t i n g  to O t h e r  Government 
Employment o f  members o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ;  and  to  amend S e c t i o n  
1 4 ( a )  o f  A r t i c l e  11 r e g a r d i n g  t h e  v o t e  r e q u i r e d  t o  e x p e l  a  
member o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT: 

1 I. S e c t i o n  11 of A r t i c l e  I1 is  amended t o  r e a d :  

2  " S e c t i o n  11. O t h e r  Government Employment. A  

3 member o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  may n o t  s e r v e  i n  any 

4  o t h e r  Commonwealth government  p o s i t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  

5 o t h e r  e l e c t i v e  o f f i c e  o r  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  b o a r d ,  

6  a g e n c y ,  a u t h o r i t y  or  commission e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h i s  

7 C o n s t i t u t i o n  or by Commonwealth law. A p e r s o n ,  

8 h a v i n g  b e e n  a  member o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  may n o t  

9 s e r v e  i n  any e l e c t i v e  or a p p o i n t i v e  Commonwealth 

1 0  Government p o s i t i o n  c r e a t e d  by s t a t u t e  d u r i n g  t h e  

11 t e r m  f o r  which h e  or s h e  was e l e c t e d ,  f o r  a p e r i o d  

1 2  o f  o n e  y e a r  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  t h e  t e r m  

1 3  d u r i n g  which t h e  p o s i t i o n  was c r e a t e d . "  

1 4  11. S e c t i o n  1 4  (a) of Article I1 is  amended t o  r e a d :  

1 5  " S e c t i o n  14: O r g a n i z a t i o n  .and P r o c e d u r e s .  

1 6  a )  Each h o u s e  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  

1 7  b e  t h e  f i n a l  j u d g e  o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n  and  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  

I 1 8  o f  i t s  m e m b e r s  a n d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  may vest i n  t h e  

1 9  c o u r t s  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  t o  d e t e r m i n e  c o n t e s t e d  

1 20 e l e c t i o n s  o f  members. Each h o u s e  may compel  t h e  

I a t t e n d a n c e  o f  a b s e n t  members, d i s c i p l i n e  its 



PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENT NO. 7 

1 members and, by the affirmative vote of three-fourths 

2 of its members, expel a member for commission of 

3 treason, a felony, breach of the peace, or violation 

4 of the rules of that house." 
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SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL ' 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 AMENDMENT NO. 8 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT .' I 
To amend S e c t i o n  1 3  o f  A r t i c l e  11 r e l a t i n g  t o  l e g i s l a t i v e  . 
s e s s i o n s .  

3 .  

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT: 

1 I. S e c t i o n  1 3  o f  A r t i c l e  I1 is  amended t o  read: I 
2 " S e c t i o n  13:  S e s s i o n s .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  , 

13 meet  f o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  pu rposes  on  t h e  second I 
4 Monday o f  J anua ry  i n  t h e  y e a r  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  I 
5 r e g u l a r  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  a t  which members o f  t h e  I 
6 '  l e g i s l a t u r e  are e l e c t e d  and s h a l l  b e  a c o n t i n u o u s  I 
7 body f o r  t h e  t w o  y e a r s  between t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  I 
8 . meet ings .  Each house  s h a l l  meet i n  r e g u l a r  I 
9 s e s s i o n s  f o r  n o  more t h a n  n i n e t y  days  e a c h  y e a r ,  I 

10  s i x t y  d a y s  b e f o r e  A p r i l  1 and t h i r t y  d a y s  a f t e r  

11 J u l y  31  o f  e a c h  c a l e n d a r  y e a r ,  and may be convened 

1 2  a t  o t h e r  t i m e s  f o r  n o t  more t h a n  ten  c o n s e c u t i v e  d a y s  I 
1.3 upon r e q u e s t  by its p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  or by the I 
14 governor .  When meet ing  p u r s u a n t  t o  a cal l  by the , . \  . I 
15 gove rno r ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  e h a l l  c o n s i d e r  o n l y  t h o s e  I 
16 s u b j e c t s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  call." . . 
1 7  

1 8  

19  



SECOND NORTAERN MARIANAS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 AMENDMENT NO. 9 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To add a  new s e c t i o n  t o  Art icle  I T ,  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  c e i l i n g  of  
$2,800,000 on t h e  budget  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT: 

A new s e c t i o n  i s  added t o  A r t i c l e  I1 t o  r ead :  

" S e c t i o n  - . Budget C e i l i n g .  There s h a l l  be  a  

c e i l i n g  on t h e  budget  of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

a )  Approp r i a t i ons ,  o r  o b l i g a t i o n s  and 

e x p e n d i t u r e s ,  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  and a c t i v i t i e s  of 

t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  may n o t  exceed  t w o  m i l l i o n  e i g h t  

hundred thousand d o l l a r s  i n  any f i s c a l  year .  

T h i s  c e i l i n g  on  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  budget  s h a l l  be  

d i v i d e d  e q u a l l y  between t h e  S e n a t e  and t h e  House 

o f  Represen ta t i ves .  

b )  O b l i g a t i o n s  and e x p e n d i t u r e s  f o r  t h e  

12 o p e r a t i o n s  and a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  

t h e  p e r i o d  October  1 through t h e  second Monday i n  

J a n u a r y  of  a  f i s c a l  y e a r  i n  which t h e r e  is a  

r e g u l a r  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n ,  may n o t  exceed  seven  

hundred thousand dollars or  t h e  spend ing  a u t h o r i t y  

17 o t h e r w i s e  a v a i l a b l e  by l a w ,  whichever  is less. 

1 8  T h i s  c e i l i n g  s h a l l  app ly  t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  o f f i c e s  an 

19  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  same p r o p o r t i o n s  a s  t h e  annua l  

2  0 spend ing  a u t h o r i t y  p rov ided  by law." 

21  11. T r a n s i t i o n  P rov i s ion .  Upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  t h e  c e i l i n g s  
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1 imposed by this amendment shall apply to the 

2 legislature on a pro rata basis computed with respect 

3 to the number of days remaining in the periods 

4 specified. 
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SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 AMENDMENT NO. 1 0  

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend A r t i c l e  I1 by a d d i n g  a  new s e c t i o n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  
l e g i s l a t i v e  bureau .  

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT: 

1 I. A new s e c t i o n  is added  t o  A r t i c l e  I1 t o  r e a d :  

2  " S e c t i o n  - : L e g i s l a t i v e  Bureau. T h e r e  i s  

3 h e r e b y  e s t a b l i s h e d  a l e g i s l a t i v e  b u r e a u  i n  t h e  N o r t h e r n  

4 Mar ianas  Commonwealth L e g i s l a t u r e .  

5  a )  The b u r e a u  s h a l l  b e  headed  by a d i r e c t o r  to  b e  

6  a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  j o i n t  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  

7  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r s ,  v i c e  p r e s i d i n g  

8  o f f i c e r s ,  f l o o r  l e a d e r s ,  and  t h e  cha i rmen  o f  t h e  

9  s t a n d i n g  committees. 

1 0  b)  The d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  employ a l l  n e c e s s a r y  s t a f f ,  

11 o t h e r  t h a n  p e r s o n a l  s t a f f  o f  t h e  members o f  t h e  

1 2  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  p u r s u a n t  to  b u d g e t a r y  a l l o c a t i o n s .  The 

1 3  s t a f f  m e m b e r s  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  l e g a l  c o u n s e l  and  o t h e r  

14 a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t a f f .  

1 5  C) The b u r e a u  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  a l l  r e q u i r e d  

1 6  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  d u t i e s  

1 7  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  d u r i n g  s e s s i o n s  and  c o m m i t t e e  

1 8  m e e t i n g s .  I t  s h a l l  m a i n t a i n  a l l  r e c o r d s ,  f i l e s ,  

1 9  l i b r a r y  a n d  o t h e r  documents  of  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

2 0  d )  The director may be removed by a  m a j o r i t y  o f  

2 1 t h e  members o f  e a c h  h o u s e  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  w i t h  or 
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1 without cause.  

2 e)  The bureau s h a l l  be f r e e  from any p o l i t i c a l '  

3 harrassment or  pressure. 

4 

, 5  ' . 
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SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 AMENDMENT NO. 11 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend Section 2 of Article I11 relating to ~ualifications 
of the Governor. 

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT: 

Section 2 of Article I11 is amended to read: 

"'section '2. Qualifications of the Governor. 

The governor shall be qualified to vote in the 

Commonwealth, at least thirty-five years of age, 

and a resident and domiciliary of the Commonwealth 

for at least ten years immediately preceding the 

date on which the governor takes office. A ' 

different.period of residence andWdomicile may be 

provided by law. No person convicted of a felony 

in the Commonwealth or in any area under the 

jurisdiction of the United States may be eligible 

for this office unless a full pardon has been 

granted. " 



SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 AMENDMENT NO. 1 3  

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend S e c t i o n  7 of  Article I11 r e l a t i n g  t o  s u c c e s s i o n  t o  t h e  
Governorsh ip  and L ieu t enan t  Governorship.  

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT: 

S e c t i o n  7 of  A r t i c l e  I11 is  amended t o  r ead :  

"Sec t ion  7. Succes s ion  t o  t h e  Governorship 

and L ieu t enan t  Governorsh ip .  I n  c a s e  o f  t h e  

removal,  d e a t h ,  o r  r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  t h e  gove rno r ,  t h e  

l i e u t e n a n t  governor  s h a l l  become governor  and t h e  

p r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  s e n a t e  s h a l l  become l i e u t e n a n t  

governor.  I f  t h e  o f f i c e s  of  governor  and 

l i e u t e n a n t  governor  are b o t h  vacan t ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  

o f  t h e  s e n a t e  s h a l l  become a c t i n g  governor and t h e  

speake r  of  t h e  house  s h a l l  become a c t i n g  l i e u t e n a n t  

governor.  An a c t i n g  governor  or l i e u t e n a n t  governor  

who assumes o f f i c e  when more t h a n  one  y e a r  remains  

i n  t h e  term may serve o n l y  u n t i l  a governor  or 

l i e u t e n a n t  gove rno r  is chosen i n  a s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  

p rov ided  by law." 



SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 AMENDMENT NO. 14 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend Sec t ion  9 ( a )  and (b) of A r t i c l e  I11 t o  mandate a 
balanced budget f o r  t h e  Commonwealth of t h e  Northern Mariana 
I s l a n d s  i n  every f i s c a l  y e a r .  

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT: 

Sec t ion  9 ( a )  and (b)  of A r t i c l e  I11 i s  amended t o  read:  

"Sec t ion  9: Executive Functions. 

( a )  The governor s h a l l  submit t o  t h e  

l e g i s l a t u r e  a proposed annual balanced budget f o r  

t h e  fo l lowing  f i s c a l  year. The proposed balanced 

budget s h a l l  d e s c r i b e  a n t i c i p a t e d  revenues  of t h e  

Commonwealth and recommend expend i tu res  of  

Commonwealth funds. The a n t i c i p a t e d  revenues  

may n o t  b e  i n c r e a s e d  by t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  wi thou t  

t h e  c o n s e n t  of t h e  governor. I n  p r e p a r i n g  the 

proposed ba lanced  budget, t h e  governor s h a l l  

c o n s i d e r  submiss ions  made by t h e  mayors o f  Rota, 

Saipan,  T i n i a n  and Aguiguan, and t h e  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  

of  Saipan a s  t o  t h e  budgetary needs o f  t h o s e  

i s l a n d s  and by t h e  execu t ive  a s s i s t a n t  appo in ted  

under s e c t i o n  18 of t h i s  a r t i c l e .  The governor ' s  

submiss ion t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  

budget s h a l l  s t a t e  t h e  governor 's  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  

t h e  budgetary  reques t s  contained i n  t h e s e  

submiss ions  and may include recommended l e g i s l a t i o l  

wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t axa t ion .  I f  a balanced budget i s  
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- - - - -- 

approved by t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  t h e  gove rno r  may n o t  

r e a l l o c a t e  a p p r o p r i a t e d  funds  e x c e p t  a s  provided  by 

law. I f  a ba lanced  budget  is n o t  approved b e f o r e  

t h e  f i r s t  day of t h e  f i s c a l  y e a r ,  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  f o r  

government o p e r a t i o n s  and o b l i g a t i o n s  s h a l l  be  a t  t h e  

l e v e l  f o r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  f i s c a l  y e a r .  

b )  The governor  s h a l l  r e p o r t  a t  l e a s t  annua l ly  

t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  r ega rd ing  t h e  a f  f a i r s  o f  t h e  

Commonwealth and new measures t h a t  are neces sa ry  o r  

d e s i r a b l e .  The r e p o r t  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  a comprehensive 

annua l  f i n a n c i a l  r e p o r t  p r epa red  i n  accordance  w i t h  

g e n e r a l l y  accep ted  governmental  accoun t ing  p r i n c i p l e s . "  
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SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 

PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENT NO. 15 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend Section 10 of Article I11 relating to the Governor's 
emergency powers. 

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT: 

1 I. Section 10 of Article I11 is amended toread: 

2 "Section 10. Emergency Powers. The governor 

3 may declare a state of emergency in the case of 

4 invasion, civil disturbance, natural disaster, or 

5 other calamity as .provided by law, and may 

6 mobilize available resources to respond to that 

7 emergency." 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 



SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 19 85 AMENDMENT NO. 16 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend Section 11 of Article I11 of the Northern Marianas 
Constitution relating to the Attorney General. 

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT: 

Section 11 of Article I11 is amended to read: 

"Section 11: Attorney General. The governor 

shall appoint an Attorney General with the advice 

and consent of the Senate. The Attorney General 

shall be a resident and a domiciliary of the 

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands for 

at least three years immediately preceding the 

date on which the Attorney General is conf inned. 

The Attorney General shall be responsible for 

providing legal advice to the governor and 

executive departments, representing the 

Commonwealth in all legal matters, and prosecuting 

violations of Commonwealth law." 



SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 AMENDMENT NO. 17 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend Section 12 of Article I11 to provide for appointment 
of a temporary public auditor by the governor in the event.of a 
vacancy in the office of public auditor, and to guarantee the 
minimum budget of the public auditor. 

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT: 

1 I. Section 12 of Article I11 is amended to read: 

2 "Section 12: Public Auditor. The governor 

3 shall appoint a public auditor with the advice 

4 and consent of each house of the legislature. The 

5 public auditor shall audit the receipt, possession 

6 and disbursement of public funds by the executive, 

7 legislative and judicial branches of the government, 

8 an instrumentality of the Commonwealth or an agency 

of local government and shall perform other duties 

provided by law. The public Auditor shall be 

guaranteed an annual budget of at least $500,000. 

The budgetary appropriation may not be reprogrammed 

for other purposes, and any unencumbered fund 

balance in a fiscal year shall be available for 

general appropriation. The public auditor shall 

report to the legislature and the governor at 

least once every year and this report shall be 

made public promptly. The public auditor may be 

19 removed only for cause and by the affirmative vote 

2 0 of two-thirds of the members of each house of the 

21 legislature. In the event that there is a vacancy 



PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
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1 i n  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  p u b l i c  a u d i t o r ,  t h e  g o v e r n o r  

2 s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a t e m p o r a r y  p u b l i c  a u d i t o r  t o  s e r v e  

3 u n t i l  t h e  vacancy  i s  f i l l e d . "  
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SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 AMENDMENT NO. 18  

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

T o  add a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  t o  S e c t i o n  1 8  of A r t i c l e  I11 t o  r equ i r e  
t h a t  t h e  s a l a r y  of t h e  E x e c u t i v e  A s s i s t a n t  f o r  C a r o l i n i a n  
A f f a i r s  no t  be less than  t h a t  of an  executive d e p a r t m e n t  head. 

T H E  SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
R A T I F I C A T I O N  T H E  FOLLOWING AMENDMENT: 

1 I. A n e w  subsec t ion  is added t o  Sect ion 18 of A r t i c l e  

2 I11 to read: 

3 I* ) T h e  annual  s a l a r y  of the E x e c u t i v e  

4 A s s i s t a n t  for C a r o l i n i a n  A f f a i r s  m a y  n o t  be less 

5 than the  annual  salary of a head of a n  execut ive 

6 d e p a r t m e n t .  " 
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SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 AMENDMENT NO. 19 

- -  

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To add a new section to Article I11 relating to Retirement System. 

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT: 

I. A new section is added to Article I11 to read: 

"Section . Retirement System. 

a) Membership in an employee retirement 

system of the Commonwealth shall constitute a 

contractual relationship. Accrued benefits of 

this system shall be neither diminished nor impaired. 

b) An employee who has acquired not less 

than twenty years of creditable service under the 

Commonwealth retirement system shall be credited 

an additional five years and shall be eligible to 

retire. An employee who elects to retire under 

this provision may not be reemployed by the 

Comonwealth Government or any of its instrumentalities 

or agencies, for more than 60 calendar days in any 

fiscal year without losing his or her retirement 

benefits for the remainder of that fiscal year." 



SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 AMENDMENT NO. 20 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To add a  new s e c t i o n  t o  A r t i c l e  I11 t o  g u a r a n t e e  t h e  independence 
of  boa rds  and  commissions and r e q u i r e  appoin tments  t o  v a c a n t  
s e a t s  w i t h i n  90 days.  

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT: 

A new s e c t i o n  is  added t o  A r t i c l e  I11 t o  read:  

"Sec t ion  : Boards and Commissions. I n  

eve ry  c a s e  where t h e  governor  a p p o i n t s  a board o r  

commission t o  perform a r e g u l a t o r y  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

f u n c t i o n  o r  d i r e c t  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  an  agency, 

a u t h o r i t y ,  o r  p u b l i c  o r  q u a s i - p u b l i c  c o r p o r a t i o n  

i n  t h e  performance o f  a r e g u l a t o r y  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

f u n c t i o n ,  t h e  members o f  such  a board o r  commission 

s h a l l  be  independent  and may be  removed only  o n  

grounds o f  g r o s s  n e g l e c t  o r  d e r e l i c t i o n  o f  du ty ,  

b reach  o f  f i d u c i a r y  d u t y ,  c o n v i c t i o n  of  a f e l o n y ,  

o r  menta l  o r  p h y s i c a l  i n c a p a c i t y .  Upon t h e  

e x p i r a t i o n  of t h e  te rm o f  a member o f  a board o r  

conmission,  such person  s h a l l  cease t o  be a member 

u n l e s s  r eappo in ted  i n  t h e  manner p r e s c r i b e d  by l a w .  

The governor s h a l l  make appoin tments  w i t h i n  n i n e t y  

days  t o  f i l l  any v a c a n t  seats on a board o r  

c o m i s s i o n .  T h i s  s e c t i o n  d o e s  n o t  apply  t o  boards  

and commissions t h a t  s e r v e  a p u r e l y  adv i so ry  



PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
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1 func t ion  or ,  except  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  

2 required by f e d e r a l  law, t o  boards and commissions 

3 created i n  order t o  comply wi th  f edera l  law." 
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SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 19 85 AMENDMENT NO. 2 1  

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT I 
To add a new sec t i on  t o  A r t i c l e  I11 t o  e s t a b l i s h  an Off ice  of 
Specia l  Ass i s tan t  f o r  Women's Af f a i r s .  

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOUOWING AMENDMENT: 

1 I. A new Sect ion i s  added t o  ~ r t i c l e  111 t o  read: I 
2 "Section . Spec ia l  Ass i s tan t  f o r  Women's I 
3 Affa i r s .  

4 a )  There is  hereby es tab l i shed  an Off ice  I 
of Specia l  Ass i s t an t  t o  t h e  Governor f o r  Women's 

Affa i r s .  The governor s h a l l  appoint  a person, who 

i s  q u a l i f i e d  by v i r t u e  of education and exper ience,  

t o  be t h e  s p e c i a l  a s s i s t a n t .  The spec i a l  a s s i s t a n t  

may be removed only f o r  cause. 

b) It is t h e  r e spons ib i l i t y  and duty of 

t h e  s p e c i a l  a s s i s t a n t  t o  formulate and implement a 

pol icy of a f f i rma t i ve  ac t i on  i n  t he  government and 

p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  t o  a s s i s t  women achieve s o c i a l ,  

p o l i t i c a l  and economic p a r i t y .  The s p e c i a l  

15 a s s i s t a n t  s h a l l  promote t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of women, 

16 a s s i s t  agencies of government and p r i va t e  o rgan iza t ions  

17 t o  plan and implement programs and se rv ices  f o r  

18 women, monitor compliance.of laws and regu la t ions  by 

19 government agencies and p r i v a t e  organizat ions ,  organize  

2 0 community educat ion s t r a t e g i e s  regarding t h e  r o l e s  of 

2 1 women, and recommend t o  t h e  governor and t h e  

I 
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1 legislature for consideration legislation of benefit 

2 to women. 

3 C) The special assistant may be authorized 

4 to hire staff and shall promulgate rules and regulations 

5 in carrying out the responsibilities and duties of the 

6 office. 

7 d) The Governor shall include in the 

8 budget of the executive branch the funding necessary 

9 to fully implement the provisions of this section." 

10 

11 

12 

13 

.14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 AMENDMENT NO. 22 

I I A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

II To add a  new s e c t i o n  t o  A r t i c l e  I11 r e l a t i v e  t o  Indigenous 
Af f  a i r s .  

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENTS: 

A new S e c t i o n  is added t o  A r t i c l e  I11 t o  read:  

" S e c t i o n  . Resident  Execut ive  f o r  Indigenous 

A f f a i r s .  

a )  There is  hereby e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  o f f i c e  of  

r e s i d e n t  e x e c u t i v e  t o  t h e  governor f o r  indigenous  

a f f a i r s .  The governor s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a person  who is 

o f  Nor thern  Marianas d e s c e n t  w i t h  t h e  necessa ry  and 

s u f f i c i e n t  educa t ion  and e x p e r i e n c e  t o  be r e s i d e n t  

e x e c u t i v e ,  w i t h  t h e  a d v i c e  and c o n s e n t  of  t h e  s e n a t e .  

The term of  o f f i c e  s h a l l  be f o u r  yea r s .  Nothing i n  

t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  p rec lude  renewal o f  such  

appoin tment  by t h e  governor.  The r e s i d e n t  e x e c u t i v e  

may be  removed a s  provided i n  Article 11, S e c t i o n  8 ,  of  

t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  incompetence, n e g l e c t  o f  d u t y ,  

commission o f  a f e l o n y ,  t r e a s o n ,  o r  c o r r u p t i o n .  

b)  R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of R e s i d e n t  Executive.  The 

d u t i e s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t  e x e c u t i v e  

f o r  indigenous  a f f a i r s  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  b u t  n o t  be l i m i t e d  

t o  : 

- c o o r d i n a t e  t h e  development, d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  

adop t ion  and t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  a comprehensive 
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h i s t o r y  of t h e  Marianas. 

- ensure  l o c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  execu t ive  

managerial  decision-making i n  t h e  government 

and p r i v a t e  s e c t o r .  

- a s s i s t .  and promote l o c a l  e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l  

development . 
- e s t a b l i s h  a community foundat ion  f o r  t h e  

advancement o f  t h e  indigenous  people. 

' - coord ina te  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  

of such o f f i c i a l  documents a s  t h e  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  Commonwealth of t h e  

Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  and t h e  Covenant 

and t h e  a n a l y s e s  t h e r e o f .  

- p lan  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h e  Indigenous 

C u l t u r a l  Cen te r  and t h e  Indigenous Ha l l  of Fame. 

- coord ina te  an  annual  c u l t u r a l  f e s t i v a l .  

- develop and implement a long-range p lan  t o  

a s s i s t  and promote t h e  e n t r y  of  t h e  indigenous  

people  i n t o  p r o f e s s i o n a l  and t e c h n i c a l  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  of  h i g h e r  educa t ion .  

- s e r v e  a s  a n  advocate  of p o s i t i o n s  taken by 

indigenous peop le  on i s s u e s  brought b e f o r e  them. 

C )  The o f f i c e  of r e s i d e n t  execu t ive  f o r  

indigenous  a f f a i r s  s h a l l  comnence imnedia te ly  upon 

r a t i f i c a t i o n  of  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  
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dl The resident executive is authorized to hire 

2 staff and promulgate rules and regulations in carrying 

3 out the duties and responsibilities of the office. 

4 e) The governor shall include in the budget of 

5 the executive branch the funding necessary to fully 

6 implement the provisions of this section." 

7 

8 

9 
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11 

12 
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SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 AMENDMENT NO. 23 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend Sections 2, 3 and 4 of Article IV relating to the 
Judicial Branch. 

II THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR RATIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT: 

I. Sections 2, 3 and 4 of Article IV are amended to 

read : 

"Section 2. Commonwealth Trial Court. The 

Commonwealth trial court shall have original jurisdiction 

in all cases in equity and in all cases at law which 

involve land in the Commonwealth, and in all other civil 

actions. The court shall also have original jurisdiction 

in all criminal actions. At least one full-time judge 

shall be assigned to civil and criminal actions filed in 

Rota and Tinian. The legislature shall determine the 

number of judges. 

Section 3. Commonwealth Appeals Court. The 

legislature may establish a Commonwealth appeals court 

to hear those appeals from judgments and orders of the 

Commonwealth trial court. 

Section 4. Appointment and Qualifications. 

The governor shall appoint judges of the Commonwealth 

courts with the advice and consent of the senate. The 

term of office shall be six years and may be increased 

by law to not more than twelve years for judges who have 

served at least one term. A judge shall be at least 
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CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 AMENDMENT NO. 2 4 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend Article V r e l a t i v e  t o  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  t h e  United 
S t a t e s .  

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT: 

A r t i c l e  V i s  amended t o  read:  

"ARTICLE V: REPRESENTATION TO THE UNITED STATES 

Sec t ion  1: Resident  Represen ta t ive  t o  t h e  United 

S t a t e s .  A r e s i d e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  

s h a l l  be e l e c t e d  to  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  Commonwealth i n  t h e  

United S t a t e s  and perform those  r e l a t e d  d u t i e s  provided 

by law. The governor s h a l l  provide a  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of 

s e l e c t i o n  promptly t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  Department of 

S t a t e  and to  t h e  r e s i d e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  

Sec t ion  2:  Term of Of f i ce .  The term of  o f f i c e  of  

t h e  r e s i d e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s h a l l  be t w o  y e a r s ,  e x c e p t  

t h a t  on t h e  second Monday of January  1990, t h e  t e r m  of 

o f f i c e  of t h e  r e s i d e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s h a l l  be i n c r e a s e d  

t o  f o u r  yea r s .  I n  t h e  even t  t h a t  t h e  United S t a t e s  

c o n f e r s  t h e  s t a t u s  of  member o r  non-voting d e l e g a t e  i n  

t h e  United S t a t e s  Congress on t h e  r e s i d e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

and such s t a t u s  r e q u i r e s  a  d i f f e r e n t  term, t h e  term o f  

o f f i c e  of  t h e  r e s i d e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s h a l l  be t h a t  

r equ i red  by such s t a t u s .  

Sec t ion  3: Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  The r e s i d e n t  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s h a l l  be q u a l i f i e d  t o  vote i n  t h e  
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1 Cornonwealth, a c i t i z e n  o f  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  a t  

2 least twenty-f ive  y e a r s  of age,  and a r e s i d e n t  and ' 

3 domic i l i a ry  of  t h e  Commonwealth f o r  a t  l e a s t  seven 

4 y e a r s ,  immediately p reced ing  t h e  d a t e  on which t h e  I 
5 r e s i d e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t a k e s  o f f i c e .  A d i f f e r e n t  

. I 
6 p e r i o d  o f  r e s i d e n c e  and domici le  may be provided by I 
7 law. No person conv ic t ed  of  a fe lony i n  t h e  I 

Comnonwealth o r  i n  any area under t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of  

t h e  u n i t e d  S t a t e s  may be  e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h i s  o f f  ice u n l e s s  

a f u l l  pardon has  been g ran ted .  

Sec t ion  4 :  Annual Report.  The r e s i d e n t  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s h a l l  submit  a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  by t h e  

f i r s t  day of March of each  y e a r ,  excep t  t h a t  an  outgoing 

r e s i d e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s h a l l  submit  a f i n a l  w r i t t e n  

r e p o r t  by t h e  second Monday of  January of t h e  yea r  h e  or 

s h e  l e a v e s  o f f i c e ,  t o  t h e  governor and l e g i s l a t u r e  on 

t h e  r e s i d e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ' s  o f f i c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  du r ing  

t h e  preceding y e a r  and matters r e q u i r i n g  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  

of  t h e  government o r  peop le  of t h e  Commonwealth. 

Sec t ion  5: Compensation. The r e s i d e n t  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s h a l l  r e c e i v e  an  annual  s a l a r y  and 

r easonab le  a l lowance  f o r  expenses provided by law. The 

s a l a r y  may'not  b e  changed dur ing  a t e r m  of  o f f i c e .  The 

s t a f f  o f  t h e  o f f i c e  of  t h e  r e s i d e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s h a l l  

h? exempted from t h e  c i v i l  s e r v i c e .  
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II S e c t i o n  6: Vacancy. I n  t h e  even t  of a vacancy 

11 i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of  r e s i d e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  

II t h e  United S t a t e s ,  t h e  governor  s h a l l  appo in t  a 

II successo r  w i th  t h e  a d v i c e  and consen t  of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  

u n l e s s  t h e  United S t a t e s  c o n f e r s  t h e  s t a t u s  of  member 

o r  non-voting d e l e g a t e  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  Congress 

II on t h e  r e s i d e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  and such s t a t u s  r e q u i r e s  

8 a  d i f f e r e n t  method of  f i l l i n g  vacanc ie s ,  i n  which c a s e  

9 vacanc ie s  s h a l l  b e  f i l l e d  i n  t h e  manner r e q u i r e d  by 

10 such  s t a t u s .  

11 S e c t i o n  7: Impeachment. The r e s i d e n t  

12 r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  impeachment a s  p rov ided  i n  

1 3  a r t i c l e  11, s e c t i o n  8 ,  o f  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  t r e a s o n ,  

II l4 
commission o f  a f e l o n y ,  c o r r u p t i o n  o r  n e g l e c t  of  duty ."  
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CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 AMENDMENT NO. 25 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend A r t i c l e  V I  and S e c t i o n s  1 7 ( a )  and ( b )  o f  A r t i c l e  I11 
r e l a t i n g  t o  Local  Government and d e c e n t r a l i z e d  d e l i v e r y  of  
p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s .  

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENTS: 

A r t i c l e  V I  i s  amended t o  read:  

"Sec t ion  1: Local  Government. Agencies o f  

l o c a l  government s h a l l  be  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  provided  

by t h i s  article.  

S e c t i o n  2: E l e c t i o n  of  Mayor. The q u a l i f i e d  

v o t e r s  from Rota,  T i n i a n  and Aguiguan, and t h e  

i s l a n d s  n o r t h  of Sa ipan  s h a l l  elect a mayor f o r  each  

i s l a n d  o r  'group o f  i s l a n d s .  

a )  A mayor s h a l l  be  q u a l i f i e d  t o  v o t e  i n  

t h e  i s l a n d  o r  i s l a n d s  se rved  by t h e  mayor, a t  

least twenty- f ive  y e a r s  o f  age,  a r e s i d e n t  and 

d o m i c i l i a r y  of  t h e  i s l a n d  or i s l a n d s  s e r v e d  by 

t h e  mayor for a t  least three y e a r s  immediately 

p reced ing  t h e  date on which t h e  mayor t a k e s  

o f f i c e ,  and  must reside i n  t h e  i s l a n d  o r  i s l a n d s  

s e r v e d  by t h e  mayor a f t e r  e l e c t i o n ,  and s h a l l  m e e t  

o t h e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  provided by law. N o  person  

c o n v i c t e d  o f  a f e l o n y  i n  t h e  Commonwealth or i n  a n  

area under  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  

may be  e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h i s  o f f i c e  u n l e s s  a f u l l  

pardon has  been granted .  
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1 b) The mayor s h a l l  be e l e c t e d  a t  a r e g u l a r  

2 g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  f o r  a term of  o f f  i c e  of four  

3 y e a r s  and may no t  hold t h a t  o f f i c e  f o r  more, than 

two terms. A vacancy i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  mayor 

s h a l l  be f i l l e d  by s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  i f  one-half 

o r  more pf t h e  term remains and otherwise  a s  

provided by law. 

C )  The o f f i c e  of t h e  mayor f o r  Saipan s h a l l  

remain a s  provided i n  this Cons t i tu t ion  p r i o r  t o  

t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of t h i s  p rov i s ion  u n t i l  t h e  

second Monday of January, 1990, a t  which t i m e ,  i t  

s h a l l  cease  t o  e x i s t  and t h e  o f f i c e s  of p r e c i n c t  

commissioners s h a l l  be e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  provided i n  

t h i s  a r t i c l e .  

Sec t ion  3: R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and Duties of t h e  

Mayor. 

a )  A mayor s h a l l  s e r v e  on t h e  governor 's  

counc i l  a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by Sec t ion  5 of  t h i s  

a r t i c l e .  

b )  A mayor s h a l l  admin i s te r  government 

programs, p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s ,  and appropr ia t ions  

provided by law, f o r  t h e  i s l a n d  o r  i s l a n d s  

served by t h e  mayor, and s h a l l  r e p o r t  q u a r t e r l y  

to the governor r e l a t i n g  to t h e s e  programs and 

s e r v i c e s  o r  appropr ia t ions .  
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1 C )  A mayor may i n v e s t i g a t e  complaints  and 

2 conduct  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  government 

3 o p e r a t i o n s  and l o c a l  m a t t e r s ,  and may submit 

4  f i n d i n g s  o r  recommendations t o  t h e  governor and 

5 t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  A mayor may r e q u i r e  informat ion  

6  i n  w r i t i n g  r e l a t i n g  t o  l o c a l  ma t t e r s  a s  may be  

7 necessary  t o  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  under t h i s  

8  subsec t ion .  

9 d )  The mayors of Rota,  and T in ian  and 

10 Aguiguan, i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  wi th  t h e  municipal  

11 c o u n c i l ,  and t h e  mayor of  t h e  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  o f  

12 Saipan s h a l l  submit  i t e m s  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  

13  proposed budgets  f o r  bo th  government o p e r a t i o n s  

14 and c a p i t a l  improvement p r o j e c t s .  The governor ' s  

1 5  budget submission t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  s t a t e  

16 h i s  d i s p o s i t i o n  of  t h e  budgetary r e q u e s t s  

17 con ta ined  i n  t h e  submiss ions  from Rota, T in ian  

18 and Aguiguan, and t h e  i s l a n d s  no r th  of Saipan.  
1 

19 e) A mayor s h a l l  coord ina te  any e x t e n s i o n  

20 of f e d e r a l  programs extended t o  t h e  i s l a n d  o r  

21 i s l a n d s  se rved  by t h e  mayor. 

22 f )  A mayor s h a l l  a c t  as t h e  p r i n c i p a l  l o c a l  

23 o f f i c i a l  f o r  c o o r d i n a t i n g  ac t iv i t i e s  w i t h  d i s a s t e r  

24 c o n t r o l  f o r  t h e  m o b i l i z a t i o n  of  r e sources  and 

25 meeting emergency c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  i s l a n d  o r  
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i s l a n d s  s e r v e d  by t h e  mayor. 

g )  The mayors o f  Rota, and T i n i a n  and 

Aguiguan, s h a l l  a p p o i n t ,  i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  wi th .  the 

head o f  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  e x e c u t i v e  branch  

depar tment ,  a l l  r e s i d e n t  depar tment  heads.  

h )  A mayor s h a l l  perform o t h e r  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  provided  by law. 

S e c t i o n  5: Governor ' s  Council .  The mayors 

e l e c t e d  under  S e c t i o n  2, t h e  e x e c u t i v e  a s s i s t a n t  

appo in t ed  under  A r t i c l e  111, S e c t i o n  18 ,  and t h e  

c h i e f  p r e c i n c t  commissioner  s h a l l  be  members of  a 

gove rno r ' s  c o u n c i l  t h a t  s h a l l  a d v i s e  t h e  gove rno r  on 

government o p e r a t i o n s  and l o c a l  matters. The governor  

s h a l l  p r e s i d e  o v e r  t h e  c o u n c i l  which s h a l l  m e e t  

r e g u l a r l y  or a t  least  f o u r  t i m e s  e ach  y e a r  t o  c o n s i d e r  

matters conce rn ing  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  

Commonwealth and i t s  s e p a r a t e  i s l a n d s .  

S e c t i o n  6: Municipal  Counc i l s /P rec inc t  

Commissioners. 

a )  There  s h a l l  be mun ic ipa l  c o u n c i l s  f o r  

R o t a ,  a n d ~ T i n i a n  and Aguiguan, to  be composed of 

t h r e e  m e m b e r s ,  elected a t - l a r g e  i n  the i s l a n d  or 

i s l a n d s  t o  be s e r v e d  and on a non-pa r t i s an  basis. 

Cand ida t e s  f o r  munic ipa l  c o u n c i l  s h a l l  be a t  

? least  twenty-one y e a r s  o f  age ,  a r e s i d e n t  o f  the 
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m u n i c i p a l i t y  f o r  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  and s h a l l  

s e r v e  f o r  a  t e r m  o f  two yea r s .  Each c o u n c i l  

s h a l l  a d o p t  i ts  own r u l e s  o f  procedure .  

b )  Commencing t h e  second Monday o f  January  

1990, t h e r e  s h a l l  be f o u r  p r e c i n c t  commissioners 

f o r  Sa ipan ,  e l e c t e d  by and f o r  f o u r  p r e c i n c t s .  

Cand ida te s  f o r  p r e c i n c t  commissioner s h a l l  be  a t  

l e a s t  twenty-one y e a r s  of  age ,  a  r e s i d e n t  of t h e  

p r e c i n c t  f o r  a t  l e a s t  three y e a r s  immediately 

p reced ing  t h e  d a t e  on which t h e  p r e c i n c t  

commissioner t a k e s  o f f i c e ,  and s h a l l  s e r v e  f o r  a 

term of  f o u r  yea r s .  Immediately upon t a k i n g  

o f f i c e ,  t h e  f o u r  p r e c i n c t  commissioners  s h a l l  

meet and select a c h i e f  commissioner by drawing 

o f  l o t s .  The c h i e f  commissioner s h a l l  s e r v e  f o r  a  

p e r i o d  n o t  t o  exceed one yea r .  Each of  t h e  f o u r  

p r e c i n c t  commissioners s h a l l  s e r v e  a l t e r n a t e l y  a s  

c h i e f  canmiss ione r  every  y e a r  t h roughou t  t h e  f o u r  

y e a r  term. 

C) I n  t h e  case o f  a  vacancy i n  a  munic ipa l  

c o u n c i l ,  t h e  mayor of  t h e  i s l a n d  o r  i s l a n d s  se rved  

by t h e  c o u n c i l  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  t h e  unsuccess fu l  

c a n d i d a t e  f o r  t h e  o f f i c e  i n  t h e  las t  e l e c t i o n  

f o r  t h e  c o u n c i l  who r ece ived  t h e  n e x t  h i g h e s t  

number o f  vo te s .  Otherwise,  t h e  mayor s h a l l  

Page 5 o f  10 
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AMENDMENT NO. 25 

1 appo in t  a  person  from t h e  i s l a n d  o r  i s l a n d s  

2 s e rved  wi th  t h e  a d v i c e  and consen t  of  t h e  

3  l e g i s l a t i v e  d e l e g a t i o n  of  t h e  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  

4 f o r  t h a t  i s l a n d  o r  i s l a n d s .  

5  d )  I n  t h e  case o f  a vacancy i n  a n  o f f i c e  

6  of  p r e c i n c t  commissioner, t h e  governor s h a l l  

7 appo in t  t h e  unsuccess fu l  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  t h e  o f f  ice 

8 i n  t h e  l a s t  e l e c t i o n  who r e c e i v e d  t h e  n e x t  highest 

9 number of  v o t e s  i n  t h e  p r e c i n c t  f o r  which t h e  

10 vacancy e x i s t s .  Otherwise ,  t h e  governor  s h a l l  

11 appo in t  a person  from t h a t  p r e c i n c t  w i t h  t h e  

12  adv ice  and consen t  of t h e  p r e c i n c t  l e g i s l a t i v e  

1 3  d e l e g a t i o n  t o  t h e  house of  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  

14 S e c t i o n  7: Powers, Meetings,  compensation. 

1 5  a)  The munic ipa l  c o u n c i l s  s h a l l  m e e t  i n  

16 r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  no more than  twice a  month, and 

17 s h a l l  be  p a i d  f o r  each  meeting a s  provided by law 

18  The mayor, o r  a  m a j o r i t y  of  t h e  members of t h e  

19 c o u n c i l ,  may c a l l  s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n s  of  t h e  c o u n c i l  

20 a s  needed. The powers o f  t h e  munic ipa l  c o u n c i l s  

2 1 s h a l l  ex t end  t o  a l l  l o c a l  m a t t e r s  o f  a  

22 predominately l o c a l  n a t u r e  n o t  pre-empted by t h e  

2 3 Commonwealth L e g i s l a t u r e ,  and s h a l l  i n c l u d e  t h e  

2 4  fo l lowing:  

2 5 1) A s s i s t  t h e  mayor i n  t h e  fo rmula t ion  
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AMENDMENT NO. 25 

-- 

of  t h e  annua l  budget  d e l i n e a t i n g  l o c a l  needs ,  

2) A t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  an  execu t ive  branch 

department  head,  i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  wi th  t h e  

mayor, t h e  c o u n c i l  s h a l l  have t h e  a u t h o r i t y  

t o  approve reprogramming of funds  i n  t h e  

approved budge t  , 
3) To conf i rm a l l  r e s i d e n t  department  

heads,  

4 )  When a mayor i s  unable  t o  d i s c h a r g e  

t h e  d u t i e s  o f  o f f i c e  by reason o f  p h y s i c a l  

o r  menta l  d i s a b i l i t y ,  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  

o f  t h e  mun ic ipa l  c o u n c i l  s h a l l  be a c t i n g  

mayor. I f  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  is n o t  

a v a i l a b l e ,  a n o t h e r  member s h a l l  be s e l e c t e d  

by t h e  c o u n c i l  t o  s e r v e ,  and 

5) A d d i t i o n a l  powers and d u t i e s  a s  

provided  by l a w .  

b) The p r e c i n c t  commissioners s h a l l  m e e t  

i n  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  no  more than  t w i c e  a month and 

s h a l l  r e c e i v e  a n  annua l  s a l a r y  as provided  by 

law. The governor ,  o r  a m a j o r i t y  of  t h e  p r e c i n c t  

commissioners, may ca l l  s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n s  as 

needed. The powers o f  t h e  p r e c i n c t  commissioners 

s h a l l  ex t end  t o  a l l  m a t t e r s  o f  a predominate ly  

l o c a l  n a t u r e  n o t  pre-empted by t h e  commonwealth 
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1 L e g i s l a t u r e ,  and s h a l l  i n c l u d e  t h e  fo l lowing :  

II 1) A s s i s t  t h e  governor  i n  t h e  

f o r m u l a t i o n  of  t h e  annua l  budget  d e l i n e a t i n g  

l o c a l  needs ,  

I1 2 )  Advise  t h e  governor i n  t h e  

I1 reprogramming o f  funds  i n  t h e  approved budge t ,  

11 7 3) Se rve  a s  l i a i s o n  between t h e i r  

11 r e s p e c t i v e  p r e c i n c t s  and t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  

11 governor  i n  t h e  d e l i v e r y  of  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s ,  

II lo 
4) A d d i t i o n a l  powers and d u t i e s  a s  

II l1 
provided  by law. 

Sec t ion  8: Agencies  o f  Local  Government. 

a )  The c h a r t e r e d  m u n i c i p a l i t y  form of  l o c a l  

11 l4 
government on Rota,  and T i n i a n  and Aguiguan, i s  

11 l5 
hereby e s t a b l i s h e d .  Loca l  t a x e s  pa id  t o  t h e  

11 l6 
c h a r t e r e d  mun ic ipa l  governments of  Rota, and 

T in i an  and Aguiguan, and Sa ipan  may be  expended 

f o r  l o c a l  p u b l i c  purposes  on t h e  i s l a n d  o r  i s l a n d s  

11 l9 
producing  t h o s e  revenues .  New a g e n c i e s  o f  l o c a l  

government may n o t  b e  e e t a b l i s h e d  w i t h o u t  the 

a f f i r m a t i v e  vote of two- th i rds  o f  t h e  p e r s o n s  

q u a l i f i e d  to  vote from t h e  i s l a n d  or i s l a n d s  to  be 

s e r v e d  by t h e  proposed  agency o f  local government." 

11 24 11. S e c t i o n s  17  ( a ]  and (b)  of  A r t i c l e  I11 are amended to  

r e a d  : 
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S e c t i o n  1 7 ( a ) .  The governor s h a l l  d e l e g a t e  t o  

a mayor e l e c t e d  under  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of A r t i c l e  V I ,  

S e c t i o n  2 ,  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  e x e c u t i o n  of  

Commonwealth laws  a s  deemed a p p r o r i a t e ,  and t h e  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  i s l a n d  o r  

i s l a n d s  i n  which t h e  mayor has  been e l e c t e d .  S e r v i c e s  

be ing  p rov ided  on a d e c e n t r a l i z e d  b a s i s  on Rota,  and 

T i n i a n  and Aguiguan, on  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of  t h i s  

p r o v i s i o n  s h a l l  con t inue .  I n  f u r t h e r a n c e  o f  this 

s e c t i o n ,  t h e  mayor s h a l l  have t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  

e n s u r i n g  t h a t  t h e  r e s i d e n t  depar tment  heads  f a i t h f u l l y  

e x e c u t e  t h e i r  d u t i e s  under  t h e  law and i n  accordance  

wi th  t h e  p o l i c i e s  o f  t h e  Comnonwealth government f o r  

t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s ,  i n  t h e  i s l a n d  o r  

i s l a n d s  i n  which t h e  mayor has  been e l e c t e d .  

b) P u b l i c  s e r v i c e s  on Rota,  and T i n i a n  

and Aguiguan, s h a l l  b e  headed by a r e s i d e n t  depar tment  

head i n  t h e  depa r tmen t s  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  s e r v i c e s .  A 

r e s i d e n t  depa r tmen t  head s h a l l  submi t  a budget  t o  t h e  

mayor p u r s u a n t  to  t h e  budget  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  No r e s i d e n t  

depa r tmen t  head  may be  appo in t ed  t o  s e r v e  i n  any 

commonwealth-wide board ,  commission, o r  a u t h o r i t y .  

These a r r angemen t s  s h a l l  apply  t o  t h e  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  of  

Sa ipan  when t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  of  t h e s e  i s l a n d s  exceeds  one  

thousand persons ."  
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1 111. Transition Provision - Election. An election of the 

2 members of the municipal councils for Rota, and 

3 Tinian and Aguiguan, shall be held within sixty days 

4 after ratification of this amendment. The election 

5 of precinct commissioners for Saipan shall be held 

6 four years after the ratification of this amendment. 

7 The Board of Elections shall conduct the election in 

8 accordance with existing laws. 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

1.9 

2 0 

21 

2 2 

23 

2 4 

2 5 
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SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1 9 8 5  AMENDMENT NO. 2 6 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT: 

i 

S e c t i o n  1 of A r t i c l e  V I I I  is  amended to  read: 

mSection 1: R e g u l a r  G e n e r a l  E l e c t i o n .  T h e  

regular general election of the C o m m o n w e a l t h  sha l l  

be held on the  f i r a t  Saturday i n  November ."  

T o  a m e n d  S e c t i o n  1 of A r t i c l e  V I I I  of t h e  N o r t h e r n  M a r i a n a s  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  to change the day of the regular general election 
to  Saturday. 



SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 AMENDMENT NO. 27 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

T o  add a , n e w . S e c t i o n  5 t o  A r t i c l e  V I I I  r e l a t ing  t o  r e s i g n a t i o n  
f r o m  publ ic  office. 

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT: 

1 I. T o  add a n e w  Section 5 to Article V I I I  t o  read: 

2 "Section 5: R e s i g n a t i o n  f r o m  P u b l i c  O f f i c e .  A n  

3 elected p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l  s h a l l  resign f r o m  office u p o n  

4 . cer t i f ica t ion t o  be a candidate for  a n o t h e r  pub l ic  

5 office, i f  t h e  t e r m  of the  office sought  b e g i n s  before 

6 t h e  end of t h e  t e r m  of the off ice held." 

7 

8 

9 

1 0  

11 

1 2  

13 

1 4  

15 

1 6  

17 

18 

19 

2 0 

2 1 



SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 AMENDMENT NO. 29 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To add a new section.to Article X prohibiting the imposition of 
certain taxes on real property unless approved by three-fourths 

, . of the votes cast in a referendum. 

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT: 

1 I. A new section is added to Article X to read: 

2 "Section " : Real Property Taxes. No tax may 

3 be levied upon any owner-occupied single family 

4 residential, agricultural, or unimproved real 

5 property, unless approved by three-fourths of 

6 .  the votes cast in ad election conducted in the 

7 senatorial district in which the tax is to be levied." 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

2 0 

2 1 



SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 AMENDMENT NO. 30 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To add two new sec t ions  t o  A r t i c l e  X r e l a t i n g  t o  the  l i qu ida t i on  
of d e f i c i t s ,  and requ i r ing  employment c e i l i n g s  i n  appropria t ion 
a c t s .  

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT: 

A new sec t i on  is  added t o  Article x t o  read: 

"Section - : Liquidat ion of De f i c i t s .  Before 

October 1, 1986, t he  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  adopt a 

seven-year plan i n  which t h e  government operat ions  

d e f i c i t  through f i s c a l  year  1985 s h a l l  be r e t i r e d  i n  

equal  shares .  I f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f a i l s  t o  adopt or 

adhere t o  t h e  plan,  any person may br ing an ac t i on  t o  

r equ i r e  t h e  government t o  r e a l l o c a t e  i ts  expenditures 

i n  accordance with a d e f i c i t  reduct ion plan.  I f  an 

operat ing d e f i c i t  is incur red  i n  f u t u r e  f i s c a l  years ,  

t h e  government s h a l l  retire t h e  d e f i c i t  during t h e  

second consecutive f i s c a l  year  following the year.' 

A new sec t i on  is added t o  A r t i c l e  X t o  read: 

"Section - : Government Employment. I n  t he  

annual appropr ia t ions  acts, t h e - l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  

e s t a b l i s h  c e i l i n g s  on the number of persons t h a t  may be 

employed by each branch, department, agency, au tho r i t y  

and publ ic  corporat ion of t h e  Commonwealth t o  which 

publ ic  funds are appropria ted.  Except upon s p e c i f i c  



PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENT NO. 3 0  

1  approval by j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  the  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  no 

2 pub l i c  funds may be expended f o r  personnel  i n  excess  

3 o f  t h e  c e i l i n g s  s o  e s t a b l i s h e d . "  

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 ' 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

2 0  

2 1 

22 ' 

23 

24 

25 
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SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 AMENDMENT NO. 3 1 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To add  two new s e c t i o n s  t o  A r t i c l e  X r e l a t i n g  t o  a  Uniform F i s c a l  
Management P o l i c y  and  t a x p a y e r ' s  r i g h t s  o f  a c t i o n .  

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT: 

Two new s e c t i o n s  are added to  A r t i c l e  X t o  r e a d :  

" S e c t i o n  - : C o n t r o l  o f  P u b l i c  F inance .  The 

Department  o f  F i n a n c e  or i t s  s u c c e s s o r  depa r tmen t  

s h a l l  c o n t r o l  and  r e g u l a t e  t h e  e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  p u b l i c  

funds .  The depa r tmen t  s h a l l  p romulga te  r e g u l a t i o n s  

i n c l u d i n g  a c c o u n t i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  t h a t  r e q u i r e  p u b l i c  

o f f i c i a l s  t o  p r o v i d e  f u l l  and r e a s o n a b l e  documenta t ion  

t h a t  p u b l i c  f u n d s  are expended f o r  p u b l i c  pu rpose s .  

S e c t i o n  - : T a x p a y e r ' s  R i g h t  o f  Act ion .  A 

t a x p a y e r  may b r i n g  a n  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  government  o r  

one  o f  i ts  i n s t r u m e n t a l i t i e s  i n  o r d e r  to  e n j o i n  t h e  

e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  p u b l i c  f u n d s  f o r  o t h e r  t h a n  p u b l i c  

pu rpose s  or f o r  a b r e a c h  o f  f i d u c i a r y  d u t y .  The c o u r t  

s h a l l  award costs a n d  a t t o r n e y  f e e s  t o  any p e r s o n  who 

p r e v a i l s  i n  s u c h  a n  a c t i o n  i n  a r e a s o n a b l e  amount 

re la t ive  to  t h e  p u b l i c  b e n e f i t  o f ' t h e  s u i t . '  



SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 AMENDMENT NO. 3 2 

. . 

II A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend S e c t i o n s  4 and  5 o f  A r t i c l e  X I  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  Mar ianas  
P u b l i c  Land C o r p o r a t i o n .  

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT: 

S e c t i o n  4 o f  A r t i c l e  XI is  amended t o  r e a d :  

" S e c t i o n  4: Mar ianas  P u b l i c  Land C o r p o r a t i o n .  

T h e r e  i s  h e r e b y  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  M a r i a n a s  P u b l i c  Land 

C o r p o r a t i o n .  

a )  The c o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  h a v e  f i v e  d i r e c t o r s ,  

a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  g o v e r n o r  w i t h  t h e  a d v i c e  and  

c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  s e n a t e ,  who s h a l l  d i r e c t  t h e  a f f a i r s  

o f  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  

t h e  Commonwealth who are o f  N o r t h e r n  Mar ianas  

d e s c e n t .  

b )  One d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  b e  a r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  

f i r s t  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t ,  o n e  s h a l l  b e  a r e s i d e n t  

o f  t h e  s e c o n d  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t ,  a n d  t h r e e  s h a l l  

b e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  t h i r d  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t ;  

p r o v i d e d  t h a t  o f  t h e  f i v e  directors, a t  least 

o n e  s h a l l  b e  a woman a n d  a t  least o n e  s h a l l  b e  a 

p e r s o n  of C a r o l i n i a n  d e s c e n t .  Each d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  

b e  a c i t i z e n  or nat ional  o f  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  a 

r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Commonwealth f o r  a t  least f i v e  y e a r  

i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  d a t e  o n  which  t h e  

d i r e c t o r  t a k e s  o f f i c e ,  a p e r s o n  w i t h  a t  least t w o  



PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENT NO. 32 

1 y e a r s  management expe r i ence ,  a  person who has  n o t  

2 been conv ic t ed  of  a  c r ime c a r r y i n g  a maximum , 

3 sen tence  of imprisonment of  more than  s i x  months, 

4 . a  person who is  a b l e  t o  speak Chamorro o r  

C a r o l i n i a n  and a person o f  Northern Marianas 

descen t .  

C)  The d i r e c t o r s  s h a l l  s e r v e  a term of f o u r  

y e a r s  e x c e p t  t h a t  two of t h e  f i r s t  f i v e  d i r e c t o r s  

appointed  s h a l l  s e r v e  a t e r m  of  two y e a r s  and t h r e e  

s h a l l  s e r v e  a t e r m  of  f o u r  y e a r s .  A d i r e c t o r  may 

n o t  hold a pa id  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  co rpora t ion .  The 

d i r e c t o r s  s h a l l  b e  h e l d  t o  s tr ict  s t anda rds  of  

f i d u c i a r y  c a r e .  

d )  The c o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  have t h e  powers 

a v a i l a b l e  t o  a c o r p o r a t i o n  under Commonwealth law 

and s h a l l  a c t  only  by t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  of  a  

m a j o r i t y  of  t h e  f i v e  d i r e c t o r s .  

e) The d i r e c t o r s  s h a l l  make an annual  

w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  people  of t h e  Comnonwealth 

d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  management of  p u b l i c  l a n d s  and t h e  

n a t u r e  and e f f e c t  of  t r a n s f e r s  o f  i n t e r e s t s  i n  

p u b l i c  l a n d  made dur ing  t h e  p reced ing  y e a r  and 

d i s c l o s i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  i n  

Conmronwealth land.  

f )  A f t e r  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  has  been i n  
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1 e f f e c t  f o r  a t  l e a s t  twelve  y e a r s ,  t h e  Corpora t ion  

2 s h a l l  be  d i s s o l v e d  and i ts f u n c t i o n s  s h a l l  be  

3 t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  branch of  government. '  

4 11. S e c t i o n  5  of  A r t i c l e  X I  is amended t o  read:  

5  S e c t i o n  5: Fundamental P o l i c i e s .  The Marianas 

6  P u b l i c  Land Corpora t ion  s h a l l  fo l low c e r t a i n  

7 fundamental p o l i c i e s  i n  t h e  performance of  i t s  

8  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  

9  a)  The c o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  make a v a i l a b l e  

10 some p o r t i o n  of t h e  p u b l i c  l a n d s  f o r  a  homestead 

11 program. A per son  i a  n o t  e l i g i b l e  f o r  more t h a n  

12 one a g r i c u l t u r a l  and one v i l l a g e  homestead. A 

1 3  person  may n o t  r e c e i v e  a f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  i n  a 

14 homestead f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  g r a n t  of a 

15  homestead and may n o t  t r a n s f e r  a  f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  

16 i n  a homestead f o r  t e n  y e a r s  a f t e r  r e c e i p t  e x c e p t  

17 t h a t  t h e s e  r equ i r emen t s  a r e  waived f o r  pe r sons  who 

18 have e s t a b l i s h e d  a  con t inuous  use  of  p u b l i c  l a n d s  

19 f o r  a t  l e a s t  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  a s  of  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  

20 d a t e  o f  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  A t  any t ime a f t e r  

21 r e c e i v i n g  t h e  f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t ,  t h e  g r a n t e e  may 

2 2 mortgage t h e  l a n d  p rov ided  t h a t  a l l  fund6 r e c e i v e d  

23 from t h e  mortgagee be devoted  t o  t h e  improvement 

2 4 of  t h e  land.  O the r  r equ i r emen t s  r e l a t i n g  to  t h e  

2 5 homestead program s h a l l  be  provided  by law. 

PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENT NO. ,32 
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1 b)  The c o r p o r a t i o n  may n o t  t r a n s f e r  a  

2  f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  i n  p u b l i c  l a n d s  f o r  twenty  y e a r s  

3  a f t e r  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  date o f  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  

4 e x c e p t  f o r  homes teads  a s  p rov ided  under  

5 S e c t i o n  S ( a ) ,  o r  f o r  u s e  f o r  a  p u b l i c  p u r p o s e  by 

6  a n o t h e r  agency o f  government,  or f o r  l a n d  exchanges  

7  t o  a ccompl i sh  a p u b l i c  pu rpose  a s  a u t h o r i z e d  by 

8  l a w .  

9 C)  The c o r p o r a t i o n  may n o t  t r a n s f e r  a  

10  l e a s e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  i n  p u b l i c  l a n d s  t h a t  e x c e e d s  

11 t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  i n c l u d i n g  renewal  r i g h t s .  An 

12 e x t e n s i o n  o f  n o t  more t h a n  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  may b e  

13  . g i v e n  upon a p p r o v a l  by t h r e e - f o u r t h s  o f  t h e  members 

14 of  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

15 d )  The c o r p o r a t i o n  may n o t  t r a n s f e r  a n  

16 i n t e r e s t  i n  more t h a n  f i v e  h e c t a r e s  o f  p u b l i c  l a n d  

17 f o r  u s e  f o r  commercial  p u r p o s e s  w i t h o u t  t h e  

18  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  a j o i n t  s e s s i o n .  

1 9  e) The c o r p o r a t i o n  may n o t  t r a n s f e r  a n  

20 . i n t e r e s t ,  and  may p r o h i b i t  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  any  

2 1  permanent  s t r u c t u r e ,  i n  p u b l i c  l a n d s  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  

2  2  o n e  hund red  f i f t y  f e e t  o f  t h e  h i g h  w a t e r  mark o f  a  

23 sandy  beach ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  may 

24 a u t h o r i z e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  p u b l i c  

2  5 pu rpose s .  

PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENT NO. 32 
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PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENT NO. 32 

f )  The c o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  adop t  a 

comprehensive l and  use  p l a n  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  p u b l i c  

l a n d s  i n c l u d i n g  p r i o r i t y  o f  u s e s  and may amend t h e  

p l a n  a s  a p p r o p r i a t e .  

g )  The c o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  r e c e i v e  a l l  moneys 

from t h e  p u b l i c  l a n d s  e x c e p t  t h o s e  from l ands  i n  

which f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  has  been t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  

a n o t h e r  agency of government p u r s u a n t  t o  

s e c t i o n  5 ( b ) ,  and s h a l l  t r a n s f e r  t h e s e  moneys 

a f t e r  t h e  end of t h e  f i s c a l  y e a r  t o  t h e  Marianas 

P u b l i c  Land T r u s t  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  

r e t a i n  t h e  amount necessa ry  t o  m e e t  r e a s o n a b l e  

expenses  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and management, l and  

su rvey ing ,  homestead development,  and any o t h e r  

expenses  r easonab ly  necessa ry  f o r  the 

accomplishment of  i ts f u n c t i o n s .  The annua l  budget  

o f  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  be submi t t ed  t o  t h e  

l e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  i n fo rma t ion  pu rposes  only."  
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SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 AMENDMENT NO. 3 3 

- 
A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend S e c t i o n  6 ( a )  of ~ r t i c l e  X I  t o  p rov ide  f o r  an  i n c r e a s e  i 
t h e  number of  t r u s t e e s  of t h e  Marianas P u b l i c  Land T r u s t  from 
t h r e e  t o  f i v e ;  and, t o  amend Sec t ion  6 ( f )  of  A r t i c l e  X I  t o  . 
provide  f o r  annua l  r e p o r t i n g .  

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT: 

1 I. S e c t i o n  6 ( a )  of A r t i c l e  X I  is amended t o  read:  

2 "a) The t r u s t  s h a l l  have t h r e e  t r u s t e e s  

3 appo in ted  by t h e  governor wi th  t h e  adv ice  and consen t  

4 of t h e  sena te .  A f t e r  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  has been i n  

5 e f f e c t  f o r  t e n  y e a r s ,  t h e  number of  t r u s t e e s  appointed  

6 by t h e  governor with t h e  a d v i c e  and consent  of t h e  

7 s e n a t e  s h a l l  be inc reased  to  f i v e .  Three s h a l l  be  f ro :  

8 Sa ipan ,  one from Rota, and one f  r o m  T in ian .  A t  least 

9 one  t r u s t e e  s h a l l  be a woman and a t  l e a s t  one t r u s t e e  

10 s h a l l  b e  of C a r o l i n i a n  descen t .  The t r u s t e e s  s h a l l  

11 s e r v e  f o r  a  term of s i x  y e a r s  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  t e r m  of  

12 o f f i c e  s h a l l  be s t agge red ,  accomplished a s  fol lows:  

13  t h r e e  t r u s t e e s  s h a l l  s e r v e  f o r  f o u r  y e a r s  and t w o  

14 t r u s t e e s  s h a l l  s e r v e  f o r  s i x  y e a r s  a s  determined by 

15 drawing of  lots ." 
16 11. S e c t i o n  6 ( f )  of A r t i c l e  X I  is  amended to  read:  

17 " f )  The t r u s t e e s  s h a l l  b e  h e l d  to  strict 

18 s t a n d a r d s  of  f i d u c i a r y  care. Each t r u s t e e  s h a l l  

19 a n n u a l l y  submit  t o  t h e  governor and t h e  p r e s i d i n g  

20 o f f i c e r s  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  a r e p o r t  d i s c l o s i n g  t h e i r  

2 1 f i n a n c i a l  a f f a i r s ,  as provided by law." 
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SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 AMENDMENT NO. 34 

I1 A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

I ~ T O  amend S e c t i o n  2 of Article X I 1  r e l a t i n g  t o  a c q u i s i t i o n  of land.  

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOLLOIWNG AMENDMENT: 

S e c t i o n  2 of A r t i c l e  X I 1  is amended t o  read:  

"Sec t ion  2: Acqu i s i t ion .  The t e r m  a c q u i s i t i o n  

used i n  Sec t ion  1 inc ludes  a c q u i s i t i o n  by sale, lease, 

g i f t ,  i n h e r i t a n c e  o r  o t h e r  means. A t r a n s f e r  to a 

spouse by i n h e r i t a n c e  i s  n o t  an a c q u i s i t i o n  under t h i s  

s e c t i o n  i f  t h e  owner d i e s  wi thou t  i s s u e  or wi th  i s s u e  

n o t  e l i g i b l e  t o  own l and  i n  t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  

A t r a n s f e r  t o  a mortgagee by means of a f o r e c l o s u r e  on 

a mortgage is n o t  a n  a c q u i s i t i o n  under this s e c t i o n  i f  

t h e  mortgagee i e  a f u l l  e e r v i c e  bank, Federa l  Agency o r  

Governmental e n t i t y  of t h e  Commonwealth and does n o t  

hold  t h e  permanent or  long-term i n t e r e s t  i n  real 

p roper ty  f o r  more than t e n  y e a r s  beyond t h e  term of t h e  

mortgage." 



SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 AMENDMENT NO. 3 5 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend S e c t i o n  3 of  A r t i c l e  X I 1  t o  a l l o w  the sale and  long- te rm 
lease o f  b u i l d i n g  above  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT: 

1 I. S e c t i o n  3 o f  A r t i c l e  X I 1  is amended to  r ead :  

2 " S e c t i o n  3: Permanent  and Long-Term I n t e r e s t s  i n  

3 Rea l  P r o p e r t y .  The term permanent  and long-term 

4 i n t e r e s t s  i n  real p r o p e r t y  used  i n  S e c t i o n  1 i n c l u d e s  

5 f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t s  and  l e a s e h o l d  i n t e r e s t s  o f  mre t h a n  

6 f i f t y - f i v e  y e a r s  i n c l u d i n g  renewal  r i g h t s ,  e x c e p t  a n  

7 i n t e r e s t  a c q u i r e d  above  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  o f  a condominium 

8 b u i l d i n g .  Any i n t e r e s t s  a c q u i r e d  above t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  

9 o f  a condominium b u i l d i n g  i s  r e s t r i c t e d  to  p r i v a t e  

10  l a n d s .  Any l a n d  t r a n s a c t i o n  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  

11 p r o v i s i o n  s h a l l  be  v o i d .  T h i s  amendment does  n o t  

1 2  a p p l y  to  e x i s t i n g  l e a s e h o l d  agreements ."  

1 3  

14 

15 

16  

1 7  

18  

1 9  

20 

21 



SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONGTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 19 8 5 AMENDMENT NO. 36 

II A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend S e c t i o n  5 and  6 o f  A r t i c l e  X I 1  o f  t h e  Nor thern  Mar ianas  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  o f  c o r p o r a t i o n s  as 
p e r s o n s  o f  Nor thern  Mar i anas  d e s c e n t .  

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT: 

S e c t i o n s  5 and  6 o f  A r t i c l e  XI1 are amended t o  r e a d :  

" S e c t i o n  5 :  C o r p o r a t i o n .  A c o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  

c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  a p e r s o n  o f  Nor thern  Marianas d e s c e n t  

so long  as it is i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e  Commonwealth, h a s  

its p r i n c i p a l  p l a c e  o f  b u s i n e s s  i n  t h e  Commonwealth, 

h a s  d i r e c t o r s  one-hundred p e r c e n t  o f  whom are p e r s o n s  

o f  Nor thern  Mar i anas  d e s c e n t  and h a s  v o t i n g  s h a r e 8  (i .e.  

common o r  p r e f e r r e d )  one-hundred p e r c e n t  o f  which are 

a c t u a l l y  owned by p e r s o n s  o f  Nor thern  Mar ianas  d e s c e n t  

as  d e f i n e d  i n  S e c t i o n  4 .  Minors ,  as d e f i n e d  by 

a p p l i c a b l e  l aws  of  t h e  Commonwealth, may n o t  be  e l i g i b l e  

t o  become d i r e c t o r s  o f  a c o r p o r a t i o n .  No t r u s t s  o r  

v o t i n g  by proxy  by p e r s o n s  n o t  o f  Nor thern  Mar i anas  

d e s c e n t  may b e  p e r m i t t e d .  B e n e f i c i a l  t i t l e  s h a l l  n o t  

b e  s e v e r e d  f rom l e g a l  t i t le .  

S e c t i o n  6: Enforcement.  Any t r a n s a c t i o n  made i n  

v i o l a t i o n  o f  S e c t i o n  1 s h a l l  be  v o i d  a b  i n i t i o .  

Whenever a c o r p o r a t i o n  ceases t o  b e  q u a l i f i e d  unde r  

S e c t i o n  5 ,  a permanent  or l o n g - t e r n  i n t e r e s t  i n  l a n d  i n  

t h e  Commonwealth a c q u i r e d  by t h e  C o r p o r a t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  amendment s h a l l  be  immedia te ly  



. a ,  ' $ '  

, \  5 . .).. 

1 f o r f e i t e d  w i t h o u t  r i g h t  o f  redemption to t h e  government 

2 o f  t h e  Commonwealth of t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s .  

3 The R e g i s t r a r  o f  Corporation s h a l l  i s s u e  r e g u l a t i o n s  

4 to e n s u r e  compl iance  and t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  may e n a c t  

5 enforcement laws  and procedures . '  

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

1 3  

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 
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SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 AMENDMENT NO. 3 7 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend Section 2 of Article XIV to include two other uninhabited 
islands to be protected and preserved. 

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT: 

11 1 I. 
Section 2. of Article XIV is amended to read: 

"Section 2: Uninhabited Islands. The island of 

Managaha shall be maintained as an uninhabited place 

II and used only for cultural and recreational purposes. 

11 The islands of Maug, Uracas, Asuncion, Guguan and other 

11 6 islands specified by law shall be maintained as 

II . uninhabited places and used only for the preservation 

and protection of natural resources, including but not 

limited to bird, wildlife and plant species." 



SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 AMENDMENT NO. 38 

II A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL M N D M E N T  

To r e p e a l  S e c t i o n  13  o f  A r t i c l e  111, and t o  amend A r t i c l e  XV 
r e l a t i v e  t o  educa t ion .  

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATsIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT: I 

E f f e c t i v e  on t h e  second Monday o f  January  1988, 

S e c t i o n  1 3  of  A r t i c l e  I11 is  repea led .  

E f f e c t i v e  on t h e  second Monday of January  1988, Article 

XV i s  amended t o  read:  

"ARTICLE XV: EDUCATION 

S e c t i o n  1: Elementary and Secondary 

Education.  

a )  Every person i n  t h e  Northern Mariana 

I s l a n d s  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  f r e e ,  compulsory and 

p u b l i c  e lementary  and secondary educa t ion  w i t h i n  

age  and e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l s  provided by law. The 

e d u c a t i o n a l  system s h a l l  p rov ide  maximum 

e d u c a t i o n a l  and t r a i n i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  and be 

s e n s i t i v e  and r e spons ive  t o  t h e  needs and d e s i r e s  

of t h e  community a s  it pursues  i t s  c e n t r a l  

o b j e c t i v e  of  developing human p o t e n t i a l .  The 

e d u c a t i o n a l  system s h a l l  a l s o  p rov ide  suppor t  and 

guidance f o r  s t u d e n t s  i n  a s e e s s i n g  areas o f  

i n t e r e s t  and a b i l i t y ,  i n  c l a r i f y i n g  v a l u e s  and 

g o a l s ,  and i n  p rov id ing  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  c l e a r  and 

a c c u r a t e  in fo rma t ion  s o  they  may g a i n  t h e  most from 
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t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l  expe r i ence .  The e d u c a t i o n a l  

system s h a l l  r ecogn ize  t h e  d i s t i n c t  and unique 

c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  and indigenous  way of  l i f e  of  

t h e  people  and s h a l l  be  committed t o  p rov ide  f o r  

t h e  language needs  o f  t h e  people  and t h e  

gpreserva t ion  .of t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y  w i t h i n  a  

g l o b a l  community. 

b)  Admin i s t r a t ion  of  t h e  p u b l i c  e lementary  

and secondary educa t ion  system o f  t h e  Commonwealth 

s h a l l  b e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  a  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  

educa t ion  appo in ted  by a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  board o f  

educat ion .  The board  of  educa t ion  s h a l l  fo rmula t e  

p o l i c y  and e x e r c i s e  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  

system through t h e  supe r in t enden t .  Other  matters 

p e r t a i n i n g  t o  i t s  o p e r a t i o n s  and d u t i e s  s h a l l  be 

provided by l a w .  

C)  The board o f  e d u c a t i o n  s h a l l  have f i v e  

members, e l e c t e d  a t  l a r g e  on a  non-par t i san  b a s i s  

a s  fo l lows:  one  from t h e  f i r s t  s e n a t o r i a l  

d i s t r i c t ,  one from t h e  second s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  

and t h r e e  from t h e  t h i r d  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t .  

E l ec t ed  members o f  t h e  board  o f  educa t ion  s h a l l  

s e r v e  terms of f o u r  y e a r s  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  t e rms  of  

t h e  f i r s t  members e l e c t e d  s h a l l  be  de termined by 

drawing of  lo t s  w i t h  t h r e e  members s e r v i n g  a term 
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of  f o u r  y e a r s  and two members s e r v i n g  a  t e r m  of 

two y e a r s .  The governor s h a l l  a p p o i n t  t h r e e  

nonvot ing  e x - o f f i c i o  members t o  t h e  board of . 

educa t ion :  one member s h a l l  be a  s t u d e n t  

a t t e n d i n g  a  p u b l i c  schoo l ;  one member s h a l l  be a  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  nonpubl ic  schoo l s ;  and one 

m e m b e r  s e l e c t e d  by an e x c l u s i v e  ba rga in ing  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  t e a c h e r s  w i t h i n  t h e  

Department of  Education. E lec ted  members of t h e  

board s h a l l  s e r v e  commencing on t h e  second Monday 

of  January  i n  t h e  y e a r  fo l lowing t h e  r e g u l a r  

g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  a t  which they w e r e  e l e c t e d .  

d )  A member of t h e  board of  e d u c a t i o n  s h a l l  

be  q u a l i f i e d  t o  v o t e  i n  t h e  Commonwealth, a t  l e a s t  

twenty-f ive  y e a r s  of  age,  and a  r e s i d e n t  and 

d o m i c i l i a r y  of  t h e  Commonwealth f o r  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  

y e a r s  immediately preceding t h e  d a t e  on which t h e  

member t a k e s  o f f i c e .  A l onge r  r e s idency  and 

d o m i c i l e  requi rement  may be provided by law. 

e) The p u b l i c  e lementary  and secondary 

e d u c a t i o n  system s h a l l  be  gua ran teed  a n  annua l  

budget  of  n o t  less t h a n  f i f t e e n  p e r c e n t  of  t h e  

g e n e r a l  revenues of t h e  ~onm6nwealth.  The 

budgetary  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  may n o t  be reprogrammed 

f o r  o t h e r  purposes ,  and any unencumbered fund 
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1 ba lance  a t  t h e  end o f  a  f i s c a l  y e a r  s h a l l  be 

2  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  r eappropr i a t ion .  

3 S e c t i o n  2: Higher and Adult  Cont inuing Education.  

4 a)  The l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  by law a 

5  Northern Marianas Col lege  t h a t  s h a l l  be headed by 

6 a  p r e s i d e n t .  The p r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  c o l l e g e  s h a l l  

7 be appointed  by a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  board of  r egen t s .  

8  The board of r e g e n t s  s h a l l  be appointed  to 

9 s t a g g e r e d  t e r m s  by t h e  governor and  shall have 

10  autonomy i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of  i t s  a f f a i r s  and 

11 s h a l l  fo rmula te  p o l i c y  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  h ighe r  

12 educa t ion  needs of  t h e  Commonwealth of  t h e  Norther] 

13  Mariana I s l a n d s .  The composit ion of  t h e  board of  

1 4  r e g e n t s  and o t h e r  m a t t e r s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  i ts  and 

15 o p e r a t i o n s  and d u t i e s  s h a l l  be provided by law. 

16 b) The miss ion  of  t h e  c o l l e g e  s h a l l  be t o  

17 p rov ide  t h e  b e s t  q u a l i t y  and meaningful  

18 pos tsecondary  and a d u l t  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

19 f o r  t h e  purpose of  improving t h e  q u a l i t y  of l i f e  

20 f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  and f o r  t h e  Commonwealth a s  a  

21 whole. The c o l l e g e  s h a l l  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  

2  2 p rov id ing  educa t ion  i n  the areas of  a d u l t  a n d .  

2 3  c o n t i n u i n g  educa t ion ,  pos tsecondary  and a d u l t  

24 v o c a t i o n a l  educa t ion  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  development 

2 5 f o r  t h e  people  of  t h e  Commonwealth. 
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1 c) The c o l l e g e  s h a l l  be g u a r a n t e e d  a n  a n n u a l  

2 b u d g e t  o f  n o t  less t h a n  o n e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  genera.1 

3 r e v e n u e s  o f  t h e  Commonwealth. The b u d g e t a r y  

4 a p p r o p r i a t i o n  may n o t  b e  reprogramned  f o r  o t h e r  

5 p u r p o s e s ,  a n d  any unencumbered f u n d  b a l a n c e  a t  t h e  

5 ,  eiid oE a f i s c a i  y e a r  s h a l l  be a v a i l a b l e  f o r  

7 r e a p p r o p r i a t i o n .  " 

8 

9 

10  

11 

1 2  

1 3  

14  

1 5  

16  

1 7  

18 

1 9  

20 

2 1 

22 
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A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend Section 2(a) of Article XVIII to require that voters be 
asked within ten years whether there should be another 
constitutional convention; and, to amend Section 5(a) of Article 
XVIII to allow proposed amendments to be ratified in a special 
election. 

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT: 

1 I. Section 2(a) of Article XVIII is amended to read: 

2 "a) The legislature, by the affirmative vote of a 

3 majority of the members of each house, may submit to 

4 the voters the question, 'Shall there be a 

5 constitutional convention to propose amendments to the 

6 Constitution?' The legislature, or the governor in 

7 the event the legislature fails to act, shall submit 

8 this question to the voters at a regular general 

9 election no later than ten years after the question 

10 was last submitted and as provided by law. An act of 

11 the legislature under this subsection may not be vetoed 

12 by the governor." 

13 11. Section 5(a) of Article XVIII is amended to read: 

14 "a) A proposed amendment to this Constitution 

15 shall be submitted to the voters for ratification at 

16 the next regular general election or at a special 

17 election established by law.' 

18 

19 

20 

21 
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CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 AMENDMENT NO. 4 0 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To add a new Article relating to Code of Ethics; to amend Section 
15 of Article I1 relating to conduct of members; and to amend 
Section 6 of Article I11 relating to other government employment. 

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT: 

1 I. A new Article is added to read: 

2 "ARTICLE . CODE OF ETHICS 

3 "Section 1. Code of Ethics. The legislature 

4 shall enact a comprehensive Code of Ethics which shall 

5 apply to appointed and elected officers and employees 

6 of the Commonwealth and its political subdivisions, 

7 including members of boards, commissions, and other 

8 instrumentalities. The Code of Ethics shall include a 

9 definition'of proper conduct for members of the 

10 legislature with conflicts of interest and a definition 

11 of the proper scope of debate in the legislature, shall 

12 require disclosure of financial or personal interests 

13 sufficient to prevent conflicts of interest in the 

14 performance of official duties, shall define the 

15 offense or corrupt solicitation of public officials, 

16 and.shal1 provide for punishment of offenses by fine 

17 and imprisonment." 

18 11. Section 15 of Article I1 is amended to read: 

19 "Section 15: Conduct of Members. A member of 

2 0 the legislature who has a financial or personal 

21 interest in a bill before the legislature shall 
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disclose t h a t  i n t e r e s t  a n d  may n o t  d e b a t e  on  or v o t e  o n  

t h e  b i l l .  " 

S e c t i o n  6 o f  A r t i c l e  I11 is amended to  r e a d :  

" S e c t i o n  6:  O t h e r  Government  Employment. The  

g o v e r n o r  or l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  may n o t  s e r v e  i n  

a n o t h e r  Commonwealth p o s i t i o n  or r e c e i v e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  

f o r  p e r f o r m a n c e  of o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  or f r o m  a n y  

g o v e r n m e n t a l  body e x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  by S e c t i o n  5." 
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CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 AMENDMENT NO. 4 1 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To r e p e a l  Sec t ion  16 of A r t i c l e  111; and t o  add a new A r t i c l e  
r e l a t i n g  t o  C i v i l  Se rv ice .  

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT: 

1 I. S e c t i o n  16 of A r t i c l e  I11 is repealed  and a new 

2 A r t i c l e  is  added t o  read:  

3 "ARTICLE - . CIVIL SERVICE 

4 "Sec t ion  1: C i v i l  Se rv ice .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  

5 s h a l l  provide  f o r  a non-par t i san  and independent  c i v i l  

6 s e r v i c e  wi th  t h e  du ty  t o  e s t a b l i s h  and admin i s t e r  

7 personnel  p o l i c i e s  f o r  t h e  Commonwealth Government. 

8 The Commission s h a l l  be composed of seven members 

9 appointed  by t h e  governor  wi th  t h e  adv ice  and consen t  

10 of  t h e  sena te .  S i x  members s h a l l  s e r v e  a term of s i x  

11 y e a r s ,  s t agge red  i n  such manner t h a t  t h e  t e r m  of one 

12 member e x p i r e s  each y e a r ,  and one member s h a l l  s e r v e  

1 3  a term of f o u r  y e a r s  e x p i r i n g  concur ren t ly  wi th  t h e  

14 term of t h e  governor.  Members of t h e  c i v i l  s e r v i c e  

15' commission may be  removed on ly  f o r  cause.  The 

16 c o m i s s i o n ~ s  a u t h o r i t y  s h a l l  ex tend  t o  p o s i t i o n s  o t h e r  

17 t h a n  t h o s e  f i l l e d  by e l e c t i o n  or by appointment of  

18  t h e  governor i n  t h e  depar tments  and agenc ies  of t h e  

19 e x e c u t i v e  branch and i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t a f f s  o f  

20 t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  and j u d i c i a l  branches.  Exemption from 

21 t h e  c i v i l  s e r v i c e  s h a l l  be  as provided by law, and t h e  
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1 commission shall be the sole authority authorized by 

2 law to exempt positions from civil service 

3 classifications. Appointment and promotion within 

4 the civil service shall be based on merit and fitness 

5 demonstrated by examination or by other evidence of 

6 competence . " 
7 11. Transition Provision. Upon ratification, the governor 

8 is authorized to adjust the terms of members currently 

9 sitting on the civil service commission in such manner 

10 that one member's term will expire the same day as the 

11 governor's term and the term of one member shall 

12 expire in January of each of the following years: 

13 1986, 1987, 1988, 1989, 1990 and 1991. 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

2 5 
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SECOND. NORTHERN MARIANAS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 AMENDMENT NO. 4 2 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To add a riew Article relating to gambling. 

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT: 

1 I. A new Article is added to read: 

2 "ARTICLE - : GAMBLING 

3 "Section 1: Prohibition. Gambling is 

4 prohibited in the Northern Mariana Islands except as 

5 provided by Commonwealth law or established through 

6 initiative in the Commonwealth or in any senatorial 

7 district." 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

i7 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 
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CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985  AMENDMENT NO. 4 3 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To a d d  a new Article r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  o f f i c i a l  s e a l ,  f l a g  and . 
l a n g u a g e s  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar iana  I s l a n d s .  

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT: 

A new A r t i c l e  is added  t o  r e a d :  

"ARTICLE - . OFFICIAL SEAL, FLAG AND LANGUAGES 

" S e c t i o n  1: O f f i c i a l  S e a l .  The o f f i c i a l  

s e a l  o f  t h e  Commonwealth s h a l l  c o n s i s t  o f  a c i r c u l a r  

f i e l d  o f  b l u e  h a v i n g  i n  i ts  c e n t e r  a w h i t e  s t a r  

super imposed  on a g r a y  l a t t e  s t o n e ,  s u r r o u n d e d  by t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  C a r o l i n i a n  m w a a r  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  f l o w e r s :  l a n g i l a n g ,  f l o r e s  mayor ( s e y u r )  

angagha ,  and t e i b w o ,  o n  t h e  o u t e r  b o r d e r ,  a n d  t h e  words  

e n c i r c l i n g  t h e  mw&r, 'Commonwealth o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  

Mar iana  I s l a n d s '  a n d  ' O f f i c i a l  S e a l D .  

S e c t i o n  2: O f f i c i a l  F l a q .  The o f f i c i a l  

f l a g  o f  t h e  Commonwealth s h a l l  c o n s i s t ,  on b o t h  s i d e s  

o f  a r e c t a n g u l a r  f i e l d  o f  b l u e ,  a w h i t e  s tar  i n  t h e  

c e n t e r ,  super imposed  o n  a g r a y  l a t t e  s t o n e ,  s u r r o u n d e d  
' ' 

by t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  C a r o l i n i a n  mwaar. The d i m e n s i o n s  
' ' 

o f  t h e  f l a g ,  t h e  mwaar, t h e  s tar  a n d  la t te  s t o n e  s h a l l  

be p r o v i d e d  by l a w .  

S e c t i o n  3: O f f i c i a l  Language. The 

o f f i c i a l  l a n g u a g e s  o f  t h e  Commonwealth s h a l l  b e  

Chamorro,  C a r o l i n i a n  a n d  E n g l i s h ,  as deemed a p p r o p r i a t e  
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1 and a s  enforced by t he  l e g i s l a t u r e .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  

2 may provide t h a t  government proceedings and documents. 

3 s h a l l  be i n  a t  l e a s t  one of the  three languages. This 

4 sec t ion  s h a l l  not be aubjec t  to j ud i c i a l  review.* 

5 .  

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0  

11 

12 

13 

1 4  

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

Page 2 of 2 



SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 AMENDMENT NO. 4 4 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend S e c t i o n  8 of t h e  Schedule  on T r a n s i t i o n a l  Ma t t e r s  
r e l a t i n g  t o  I n t e r i m  D e f i n i t i o n  o f  C i t i z e n s h i p .  

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ADOPTS AND PROPOSES FOR 
RATIFICATION THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT: 

1 I. S e c t i o n  8 o f  t h e  Schedule on T r a n s i t i o n a l  Matters 

2 i s  amended t o  read:  

3 "Sect ion  8: I n t e r i m  D e f i n i t i o n  of C i t i z e n s h i p .  

4 For t h e  p e r i o d  from t h e  approva l  of  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

5 by t h e  people  of  t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  to  t h e  

6 t e r m i n a t i o n  of t h e  T r u s t e e s h i p  Agreement, t h e  term 

7 United S t a t e s  c i t i z e n  or United S t a t e s  n a t i o n a l  as 

8 used i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and l a w s  o f  t h e  Northern 

9 Mariana I s l a n d s  means t h o s e  persons  who, on t h e  d a t e  

. l o  of  app rova l  of  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  by t h e  people of t h e  

11 Northern Mariana I s l a n d s ,  do n o t  owe a l l e g i a n c e  t o  

12 any f o r e i g n  s t a t e  and who q u a l i f y  under one o f  t h e  

1 3  fo l lowing  cr i ter ia ,  as w e l l  as  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  

14 r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e i r  d a t e  o f  b i r t h :  

15  "a)  pe r sons  who were born  i n  t h e  Northern 

16 Mariana I s l a n d s ,  who are c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  T r u s t  

17 T e r r i t o r y  of  t h e  p a c i f i c  I s l a n d s  on  t h e  d a t e  o f  

18  t h e  approva l  of t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  by t h e  p e o p l e  of  

19 t h e  Northern Mariana ~ s l a n d s  and who on t h a t  d a t e  

2 0 a r e  domici led  i n  t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  or 

2 1 i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  or any territory or 
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1 p o s s e s s i o n  t h e r e o f ;  

2 .  b )  p e r s o n s  who a r e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  T r u s t  ' 

3 T e r r i t o r y  o f  t h e  P q c i f i c  I s l a n d s  on t h e  d a t e  o f  

4 the a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  by t h e  peop le  of  

5 t h e  Nor thern  Mariana I s l a n d s ,  who have been 

6 domic i led  c o n t i n u o u s l y  i n  t h e  Northern ~ a r i a n a  

7 I s l a n d s  f o r  a t  least  f i v e  y e a r s  immediately 

8 p r i o r  t o  t h a t  d a t e ,  and who, u n l e s s  under  age ,  

9 r e g i s t e r e d  t o  v o t e  i n  e l e c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  Mariana 

10 I s l a n d s  Dis t r ic t  L e g i s l a t u r e  o r  f o r  any mun ic ipa l  

11 e l e c t i o n  i n  t h e  Nor thern  Mariana I s l a n d s  p r i o r  t o  

12 January  1, 1975;  o r  

1 3  . C )  p e r s o n s  domic i l ed  i n  t h e  Northern Mariana 

I s l a n d s  on t h e  d a t e  of  t h e  a p p r o v a l  of t h e  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  by t h e  peop le  of  t h e  Nor thern  Mariana 

~ s l a n d s ,  who, a l t h o u g h  n o t  c i t i z e n s  of t h e  T r u s t  

T e r r i t o r y  o f  t h e  P a c i f i c  I s l a n d s ,  on t h a t  d a t e  

have been domic i l ed  con t inuous ly  i n  t h e  Nor thern  

Mariana I s l a n d s  beg inn ing  p r i o r  t o  J anua ry  1, 

1974." 

Page 2 of  2 


