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"Strength Through Divers i ty"  

MR. PRESIDENT, FELLOW DELEGATE, HONORED GlJESTS, 

hlEh1BERS OF THE CLERGY, LADIES AND G E N T D  LEN. A 

WARM HAFA ADAI AND GOOD MORNING TO YOlJ ALL .... 
GREETINGS FROM THE PEOPLE OF YOUR FRIENDLY 

NEIGHBORING ISMUD OF ROTA. 

O l R  DELEGATES HAVE SPOKEN. YOlJ ARE ELECTED OUR 

PRESIDENT. OUR WORK BEGINS. CONGRATULATIONS TO YOLJ. 

I REALLY FEEL GOOD AND PROUD TO BE WITH YOU 

TODAY. AS MEMBER OF THIS CONVENTION, I SEEK 

FRIENDSHIP .... I SEEK UNITY ... I SEEK UNDERSTANDING AND 

COOPERATION AMONGST US. I FIRMLY BELIEVE THAT THESE 

Ih LPORTANT INGREDIENTS WHICH I SEEK FROh,LJ-OU COLJLD 

GUARANTEE OURSELVES T O  ACHIEVE GREAT SlJCCESS IN 

THE CONVEDTION, TO MAKE ONE STRONG COhO IONWEALTH 

OUT OF OUR SMALL ISLANDS AND ONE STRONG VOICE FROM 



O U R  PEOPLE IN THIS CONVENTION, LET 'THIS I'l'\INCIPI.E RE 

OLJK GIJIDING LIGHT AS WE BEGIN OUR DIFFICLILT TASK. 

AS 1 1 ,OOK AROI JND THIS CHAh'lREK A N P  1 CX)K AT THE 

FASF5 O F  OIJK E5TEEblED I>EIEGATI-$, W E  S F  1'1FFERENT 

PEOPI-E, WE SEE A DIVEEYE GROUP OF PEOPLE AbIONGST [JS 

ARE HONORABLE R. DISTINGIJISHED bIEN AND LITIhIEN; THERE 

ARE PEOPLE REPRESENTING MAJOR ETHNIC GROUPS; THERE 

ARE PEOPLE REPRESENTING DIFFERENT POLITICAL VIEW 

POINTS; AND THERE ARE PEOPLE REPRESENTIN(; DIFFERENT 

ISLANDS. ALL THE DIFFERENT TRADITIONS, SO Ih IPORTANT 

TO THE LIFE AND ENERGY OF OlJR PRKTOt JS AND GREAT 

CObIbIONWEALTH, ARE GATHERED IN THIS CHAb IRER 

TN THIS DIVERSITY, THERE IS STRENGTH. THERE IS 

POWER IN THESE DIFFERENCES. LET OUR IJNIQIIE 

BACKGROlJNDS AND VIEWPOINTS NOT DIVIDE .AND WEAKEN 

US, THEY ARE THE CEMENT THAT BRINGS AND HOLDS US 

TOGETHER AND STRENGTHENS OUR POLTTICAL ( 1  NION. 

01 JR D T F F E R ~ C E S  Grm IJS THE STRENGTH. THE POWER, 

AND THE FORCE TO TURN AWAY ECONOMIC iu'iD SOCIAL 

DANGERS THAT THREATEN IJS. THEY PROTFCT 1 3  FROM 

THOSE WHO WOULD TRY TO TAKE AWAY THE I&lQlJE 

FEATURES OF OUR NORTHERN MARIANAS GOVERNbENT. 



THEY GIVE T. JS THE STRENGTH TO FORGE SO1 .I ITIONS FOR 

THE NANY INTERNAL. PRC)RI,Eh IS 'THAT W I l .  FACE OIJR 

GOVERNMENT IN THE NEXT CFNTI TRY. 

THERE TS A REAI. STRENGTH TN OIJR DIVFRSlTY. WE 

MI JST RKPECT OI JR DIFFERENCES OR WE WI1: d .  LVFAKEN AND 

NOT MAKE STRONGER OUR GREAT COrVlPlONVE4LTH. 

1 .OOK AT THE EXPERIENCE OF AMERICA, OI JR GRFAT 

NATION, IF WE WANT TO SE HOW DIVERSITY CAN CREATE 

STRENGTH. THE LJNITED STATES, THE GRFAT" b [FT TINCT POT", 

'LAY HAVE MANY PROBLEhLS, BUT THERE IS NO QIJESTION 

THAT ITS LEADERSHIP IN THE WORLD RESIJLTS FROM ITS 

RESPECT FOR DIFFERENT TRADITIONS AND A RA1:NEDW OF 

PEOPLES. 

TODAY, OUR ISLANDS HAVE, ITSELF, RECOb IE A " 
MELTING POT" OF DIFFERENT TRADITIONS. OUR DIFFERENT 

GROlJPS AND OUR DIFFERENT ISLANDS ALL hIAKF UNIQIJE 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PRINCIPLE OF THE MELTING POT. 

bIR PRESIDENT AND FELLOW DEL,EGATFS, IF W E  WANT 

OUR COMMONWFALTH TO HAVE ENERGY, IDEAS, .4ND 

CRFATIVTTY, WE MUST RESPECT AND PRESERVE OIJR 
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DIFFERENT TRADITIONS. PROPERT .lr' TENDFD AND STIRRED, 

OUR I\ IELTING POT WILL PRODIJCE A GOVERNh 1 tNT AS 

STRONG AS THE I ATTE STONE TMPKTN7'ED O N  (71 IR FI AG THAT 

sm rm .ME THE STR~JGTH OF OI JR C O ~  ~OWVFAT TH. 

TODAY, WE ARE CALI ED TOGETHER 1N A 

CONSI'ITIJTIONAL CONVENTION IN ORDER TO BLIILD A 

STRONGER AND MORE WORKARIE CrOVFRNTLIE3T THAT NO 

PfATTER WHERE YOI J LIVE AND WETAT YOI J ARF, A 

SAIPANESE, A ROTANESE OR A TINIANESE, A GOVERNMENT 

THAT WIIJ, WORK FOR THE PEOPLE OF OI JR IS1 ANDS IN THEIR 

OWN SIMPLE, I JNIaJE AND PIODEST WAY OF TIFF- THE WORK 

WE DO HERE TODAY AND THE DAYS AHEAD BE AIMED 

AT MAKING OLJR CONLSTITIJTION MORE FIHIRI F AND MORE 

REPONSIVE TO THE CHANGING NEEDS OF OI JR PEOPLE, AND 

PIORE DEMOCRATIC. 

WE HOPE OUR AMEXDWIENTS IN THTS COWENTION WILL 

MAKE OITR GREAT COMMONWEA1,TH MORE F1.CiTRL.E SO WE 

CAN BEND, NOT BREAK, UNDER THE ECONOblIC. SOCIAL AND 

POLITICAL PRESSURE OF THE COMING CENI-IiRY. WE HOPE 

OIJR AMENDbIENTS WILL MAKE ITS MORE mP(7NSIVE TO ALL 

OtJR PEOPLE SO WE CAN RE MORE RESWNSIVF TO THE 

LEGITIMATE DEMANDS AND NEEDS OF A GROLVING NUMBER 
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OF MINORITY GROlJPS THAT HAVE BEEN INTEGRATED INTO 

OI IR POLITICAI, FAMILY. 

WE HOPE OLTR AMENDMENTS WILL h 1.4KE 01 JR 

GOVERNMENT MORE DEMOCRATIC RY BALANCING POLITICAL 

POWER INTO THE HANDS OF THE MANY AND NOT 

CONCENTRATING INTO THE HANDS OF A FEW. DEMOCRACY 

WORK,? BET WHEN MORE, NOT FEWER, PKlP1.E PARTICIPATE 

IN rr. 

THERE IS STRENGTH IN A SHARED DEhKKMCY. WE 

MUST SPREAD WLTTICAL POWER, NOT CONCENTRATE IT, OR 

WE WILL WEAKEN, NOT MAKE STRONGER, OUR 

COMMONWEALTH. WE MUST RESPECT OlJR DIFFERENCES OR 

WE WILL WEAKEN, NOT MAKE STRONGER, THE (;OVERNrUENT 

WE NEED FOR THE FUTURE 

MR PRESIDENT, I FIRMLY TRUST THAT YOLJ ARE VERY 

CAPABLE IN PROVIDING US WITH THE KIND OF LEADERSHIP 

THAT WOlJLD NOT ONLY CNJTE OURSELVC; IN THIS 

CONVENTION, BLJT ALSO A LEADERSHIP THAT LvOlJLD UNITE 

ALL OF OlJR PEOPLE IN ALL OF OUR ISLANDS. 

THANK YOU AND MAY GOD BLESS LJS ALL 


