
Chamorros of Indeterminate Status 

A Problem Defining Persons of Northern Marianas Descent 

There exists a class of Chamorros who, though believing themselves to be 
persons of Northern Marianas Descent (NMD), face uncertainty as to their status. 
Most are the descendants of a large group of Chamorros born on Guam that 
migrated to Saipan during Spanish, German and early Japanese times. Others 
are descended from Guam born Chamorros who migra.ted to Yap, Palau or 
Ponape during the same eras and later migrated to the Northern Marianas 
shortly after the American invasion of Saipan. 

To qualify as a person of Northern Marianas descent, a person must meet the 
twin criteria of Article MI; 1) Trust Territory Citizenship and, 2) domicile in the 
Northern Mariana Islands by 1950. 

The issue as to this class's status arises because, unless personally qualified (by 
definition eliminating all those less than 45 years old), those claiming Nh4D 
status are dependent upon the status of their ancestors ('base line ancestors") 
and, for this class, this creates uncertainty because of their ancestors' birth place, 
Guam. 

The framers of Article XII attempted to create a definition for Nh4Ds that, while 
broad, would exclude those with allegiance elsewhere. As Trust Territory 
citizenship was similarly limited, that concept was utilized. What appears to 
have been overlooked, however, was the long term presence in the local 
community of a large class of Guam born Chamorros who apparently didn't 
qualify for Trust Territory citizenship because it was limited to those born in (or 
with parents born in) the Trust Territory. 53 TTC 51. Vfhile the definition of 
Trust Territory citizen has varied somewhat over the years, it has always 
included this requirement.' 

This causes a potential problem for descendants of Chamorros born on Guam 
that were induced to move to Saipan in the early 1900's by the recruiting efforts 
of German administrators seeking to repopulate the island by offering 

1 This is somewhat difficult to document. I have researched Trust Territory archived records 
and have determined that this requirement appears in all versions of the Trust Territory Code I've 

ii located. The materials are not sorted or indexed, however, leading to the possibility that relevant 
material remains unreviewed. 
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homesteads and jobs. Entire families migrated north and several hundred of 
these people were found residing on Saipan, Rota and the Northern Islands at 
the time of the American invasion in 1944. The definition of Trust Territory 
citizenship eventually adopted years later created doubt as to their status, even 
though they were obviously a part of the local community, because of their 
birthpla~e.~ 

There are other identifiable migration streams of Guam born Chamorros with 
similar problems. Chamorros that came from Yap in 1946 (211 people) and 1948 
(217 people) included Guam born Chamorros. Another group of Chamorros (112 
people) including Guam born Chamorros arrived from Anguar in 1945. A 
separate stream came from Ponape. Thus, quite unintentionally, a class of 
Chamorros of indefinite status was created when, somewhat after the fact, a 
definition of Trust Territory citizen was adopted that included a requirement 
that the individual be born within the Trust Territory. 

At first, the indefinite status was of little consequence. Military ID cards were 
issued to all and it appears scant attention was paid to a Chamorro's status 
because, perhaps, Trust Territory laws and procedures were just developing. 
Over time, however, military requirements dictated that the local population be 
tracked with greater care and a naturalization process was developed to provide a 
method to resolve the status questions. This was part of a transition from ID 
cards to passports. And, with this change, questions of status became more 
important because passports were limited to Trust Territory citizens. 

Faced with this status problem, the Trust Territory Government responded by 
creating and implementing a naturalization process. The procedure was 
developed in the mid to late 1950s after a naturalization provision was inserted 
in the Trust Territory Code and regulations adopted to implement it. The first 
Naturalization Certificates were issued in 1958. A sample summary of selected 
applications and application form are attached as exhibit "A". In the interim, 
over 1,000 people had died, some of whom, while residing in the Northern 

2 A similar situation - the disqualification as a Trust Territory citizen by later definition of 
the term - arose in Milne v. DeBrum, 7 TTR 148, December 10,1974. In that case the petitioner had 
been accepted as a Marshallese "citizen" and was a leading politician. Still, it was said he did not 
qualify as a TT citizen and his voting rights were withdrawn because his birthplace, the Gilbert 
Islands, were not part of the Trust Territory. The court ruled that petitioner's Marshallese 
"citizenship" through customary adoption had been established long before the enactment of 53 
TTC §1 and that to apply it to petitioner to deny his status as a TT citizen "...is the same as an  
enactment of a retrospective law which is analogous to an ex post fact law." Id. at page 151. 



Law Offices of Brian W. McMahon 
Memorandum re: status 
June 15, 1995 
Page 3 

Marianas for years, were still of uncertain political status because they had been 
born on Guam.3 

While a naturalization procedure was available as early as 1958, relatively few 
individuals took advantage of it. The vast majority continued to reside in the 
Northern Marianas without ever resolving their status and the treatment of the 
Guam born Chamorro remained a thorny issue throughout Trust Territory 
times.4 It is the descendants of these people - or descendants of those who died 
before the naturalization process was implemented - who now face uncertainty. 

A question may be raised as to the significance of this problem. The exact 
number affected is almost impossible to determine. First, the numbers of 
Chamorros of indeterminate status is difficult to ascertain. Second, while not all 
this class had children after 1950, presumably some did with exponential effect. 
The average Chamorro family tends to be large. Two or three generations have 
passed in the intervening 45 years. If we assume each couple produces 6 children, 
1 defect becomes 6; becomes 36; becomes 216; and the question of status becomes 
intolerably confused. 

Still, it is not an impossible task. American military authorities registered all 
inhabitants of the Northern Marianas immediately after the invasion of Saipan. 
These records were maintained until the termination of the Trust Territory 
administration and provide a wealth of information.5 Examples are attached as 
exhibit "B". Sampling these records, I have found a significant class - almost 300 
people - who, while born on Guam, were part of the local community at the time 
of the invasion, having resided in the Northern Marianas for many years. These 
people, and those living in Chamorro communities on Yap and Palau that were 
repatriated to Saipan from 1945 through 1947, constitute a significant percentage 
of the entire local population as recorded by U.S military authorities.6 An 

3 I have examined summaries of death certificates from 1947 through 1961 and several 
individual death certificates. Unfortunately, it was not until 1960 that the place of birth is noted 
on the death certificate so the exact number of Charnorros born on Guam and dying between 1947 and 
1955 is difficult to determine. It is possible, however as this information is also contained in the 
military ID records attached as Exhibit "B". 

4 Attorney General Richard I. Miyamoto expressed the problem well in his letters to U.S. 
Immigration officials in December, 1975 and January, 1976. The letters are attached as Exhibit "C" 

5 Not only do these records provide the birthplace, date of birth and id number of the 
individual, they also were used to record war claims for the loss of personal property caused by the 
American invasion. The first distribution occurred in the mid 1970s and it appears these records 
were maintained until at least that time. 

6 Records received from U.S. Naval Operational Archives include a first draft of a 
handbook used by the Scl~ool of Naval Administration, Hoover Iristitute, Stanford University, 
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examination of all the military ID records - which stil.1 exist - would certainly 
increase this number. 

The information gleaned from the military id records and lists of Naturalization 
Certificates is reproduced in spreadsheet form in Exhibit "E". Because the 
information contained is somewhat sensitive, I have obscured the names. From 
the numbers of unnaturalized, Guam born Chamorros revealed in this sample 
alone, it is clear that a problem of identification exists that jeopardizes the entire 
class of NMDs either through unfair exclusion of this class - and its efforts to 
resist that exclusion - or, just as real, the eventual impossibility of enforcement 
of the NMD criteria for lack of certainty; the inability to provide definite proof 
one way or the other of the eligibility of the base line ancestor. Certainly, it is a 
problem that needs to be addressed. 

1948, which calculates the total indigenous population of Saipan shortly after the invasion to be 
5653 . The breakdown is attached as Exhibit "D". 



EXHIBIT "A" 

SUMMARY OF SELECTED NATURALIZATION FILES 
FOUND IN ARCHIVES 

88 : Emeliana Salas Villagomez 
Born in Guam - August, 1896 
Domiciled in TT since 1907 

90 : Jose Lu j an Chong 
Born in the Gilbert Islands 
~omiciled in TT since 1945 

91 : Maria De Leon Guerrero Tudela 
Born in Guam - October, 1894 
Domiciled in TT since 1926 

93 : Joaquin Iriarte Pangelinan 
Born in Guam - October, 1895 
Domiciled in TT since 1903 

94 : Juan Iriarte Pangelinan 
Born in Guam - March, 1899 
Domiciled in TT since 1903 

95 : Jose Ada Santos 
Born in Guam - March, 1899 
Domiciled in TT since 1903 

96 : Vicente Takeda Seman 
Born in Japan - August, 1893 
Domiciled in TT since 1934 

101 : Jose Cabrera Manibusen 
Born in Guam - October, 1897 
Domiciled in TT since 1897 

102 : Vicente Aguon Babauta 
Born in Guam - 1900 
Domiciled in TT since 1907 
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Two sides dispute impact fi ij 
of federal Article 12 ruling E W 

Bv DAN PHILUPS 
&f-S$II! 

SAIPAN - ~l thour rh '  the  
Northern Marianas supreme 
Court was alammed in a ruling 
i d  by a federal appeale court 
l a d  Thursday, both aides m a 
lawsuit that involves Article 12 
of the Commonwealth Conetitu- 
tion are confident of fixture vie 
tory. 

The U.S. Ninth Circuit Court 
of Appeals ruled that the CNMI 
Supreme Court wrongly applied 
the %dting trust" theorg when 
hding a violation of Article 12. 

Article 12 prohibits people of 
non-Northern Marianas descent 
h m  owning land in the North- 
ern Mariana Islands. 

The CNMI Supreme Court 
had ruled in favor of Rosalia M. 
Bo rja and her family, saying that 
Article 12 was violated when 
Borja sold the land to Diana C. 
Ferreira, who bought the land 
using money supplied by some 
one who was not of Northern 
Marianas descent 

The CNMI Supreme Court 
found that Ferreira was acting 
as an agenbtrustee for the per- 
m who provided the money and 

that a @'resulting trust" was cle- of m y  lawsuits based on this a 
atedmfawofthepemmofnon- theory.'" < m 
Northern Marianas descent. David Nevitt, who has been - 
Th Niith Circuit handling the case for Cadsmith's 

however, stating that oourta in Saipan office, refused further ma 
the United States have %bed comment.. o 
to find a resutting tmst m favor - Borja's lawyer, Ted Mitchell, Y 
of a person who pnrchssed land said the Ninth W t ' e  ruling is 
under ander'8 name ifthat per- only a temporary setback. 2 
ean did 80 in order to accomplish 'The Ninth Circuit did not say 4 
an illegal PUW=-" that the result was mng," he g 

That means if the resulting said. 'It did not say that  the ; 
trust is megal there can be no re transaction did not nolate Arti- u, 
sulting bud Applied to the~Fer- d e  12. I t  just said that the rea- % 
reira case, that means investors soning used by the court was 
of non-NortherKMariahas d e  wrong." 
scent had no control over what Mitchell also b h e d  the Ninth 
Ferreira did with the land tide Circuit for ruhg on a matter of 
because no resulting trust was commonwealth lau. 
created ln favor of those in- 'The Ninth Circuit has no 
'vestofs. business telling the  CNMI 

Femeimr8 lawyers, the fixm of Supreme Court h o ~  to interpret 
Carlsmith,Ball, Wichman,Mur- commonwealth 1aw.The 
ray, Case, Mulrai and Ichiki, is- Supreme Court ha. that author- 
sued a release yesterday haihg ity by virtue of the iCommon- 
the decision as significant. wealth) Covenant, as agreed by 

According to the release, the both the United States and the 
T i n t h  Circuit's rejection of the Northern Marianas.' he said. 7x1 
resulting trust dodrine is ex- my opinion, the Nmth Circuit's 
pected to have significance far ruling is a blatant Fiolation of 
beyond this caee, 8ince the CNMI the Covenant and o i  the com- 
Supreme Courts application of monwealth's right to self-gov- 
this doctrine has led to the f ihg  ernment." 

, ~ -  . - . - .  



CNMl voters pushing- 
for-proposed l a d  bill 
.sMAm Group table compensation for anyone 

losing land due to an Article 12 
leads d- b darif)' .violation, and a statute of limi- 

issues sn\rdnrlg tations on 1awmLitsakghg Ar- 

awnershk, 
tide 12 violations. 

House Swaker Thomas P. 

By DAN PHILUPS 
DaitYNecvsStatl : 

&UPAN - Mom than 1,500 
voters signed -a petition de- 
manding that lawmakers ad 
on a PIT)+ legislation pro- 
viding.guidelines for the in- 
terpretation of a constitution- 
al provision restricting land 
ownership'in the Cornmon- 
wealth of the Northern Maxi- 
~ a ~ l a n & ~ ~ . . ' ~ : . , . . < - ~  ' 

~ a w s u i  ts'&vz&q Article 
12, which limits ownership of 
land to people of Northern 
Marianas descent; -have - + 
blamd for economic pIoblems 
in the CNMI. :--;: i 1- . ' 

A bill that t a l i e s q ' k  of: 
the leading concerns about liti-. 
'&tion involv&a.eged viola-. 
tions of Article 12 has been 
passedbytbesenateandisnow 
awaiting action m the House.. 

The bill clarifies the applica- 
tion of the "msubg trust" doc-, 
trine in cases mvolving Article 
12, l imi ta t io~  on how much 
lawyere can charge for work in 
Article .l2-related mses, &pi- 

. - 
. . .  - - -  

. . . - - - - - -  - -  - .  . - .  . 

~illagom& said House mem- 
bers have &me concerns about 
language in the bill and that i t  
is st i l l  under review. 
, He also said the House is  
waiting to see what happens 
to Rep. Stanley T. Torres' 
bill, which takes up only the 
legd'fees' issue. The bill is 
now on Gov. Larry I. Guer- 
rero's desk. 
:' The petition drive is led by a 
gimp-calling itself SMART - 
-Saipanese . Mobilized on Arti- 
.de Twelve. 

'Corinie Coward, a member 
.of the p u p ,  said in a news re- 
lease the grou~..re+es that 
the Legditure won't be work- 
ing much longer this year be- 
Cause it is almost time to pay 
attention to;carnpaigning for 
this November's election. 

'We want our elected leaders 
to know how strongly we feel 
t ha t  everythjng we care about 
- bur culture, our economy, 
ev& our personal relationships 
with each other - is in danger 
because of the continuing Arti- 
cle 12 crisis," she said. 



i 
! Mitchell. i 

Soap opera-like conditions continued to sur- 
md litgation involvrng Saipan lawyer Ted 

~\iltchell and multi-millionaire businessman 
Larry L. Hillblom a t  a Superior Court hearing, 
as hiitchell's conspiracy theories were labeled a 
Yauy tale" by HiUblom's lawyer. 

Richard W. Pierce, Hillblom's lawyer, said 
that hiitchell's theory that Hillblom is the mas- 
tmmmd behind three taxpayer-based cases al- 
lepng violations of Article 12 of ,* Common- 
wealth Constitution isrdoothhqym~re than a 
---my d e k h ,  az&$artb&&lMitchell to 
get Larry Hillblom." 

The EEillblom-Mitchell battle hae 
i n t o t h e U S . ~ C t ~ ~  
filed a lawsuit alleging that 

a%2z 
M i M  used illegal ext&im- 
ist tactics agaM Hdlblom.3 7 

At a hearing involving me atf 
tk Article 12mlated caeee an 

~ , P i e r c e a f l k e d P r e -  
, ~hdgeAle r rC .Cas t ronot  
toallonhfitdlelltointemiew 
Hillblom or to gain accese to 
Himam'sfinancialrecarda,as- 

ZEf - COIlstitUtionnUy-gw- - 
right=. M~CHELL I _ 

M i t d d ,  meanwhile 
thtinthisw~&iEZ~~to~ 
c y ' ~ b e ~ d t 0 o v e r r i d e o r ~ t b i s  
d s  authority to obtain an evidence m- - to the matters at hand" 

xmze ~0unterecibysayingtbatMitchellhaa 
m e  burden to ahow why the annt ahauld allow 
him to violate HiUblom's pprivacy rightre 

C a s h  took the arguments under d & a a -  
tianandiserpectedtoruleeoon. 

S m c z t h e ~ ~ - b a s e d l a ~ w e r e  
dmnbd in March, Judgea C a s h  and Miguel 
S. Demapan have given MitcheIl an opporW& 

his belief that the bqmyem were 
ts fortFillblom. "r 

hfitdd's justification for the im&by ia eee- 
ing that the l e f a r t b e ~  B"b" =gal 7 in- cases be ma e to pa 
dd, which haw up begond 100 WO. 
Coutd they 
win by losing? 

On Kednesday, Mitchell went !iu#er with 
theory, saying that the evidence he has gath- 

ered so far suggests that Hillblom and DFS 
Sarpan Ltd. (formerly Duty Flee Shoppem) arp 
splredto &dthecases,get acourtjndgement 
agamst themselves and then aeek r e h  oftbe 
p r o m  from the government 
Tix lawsuits, two tiled in the name of hren- 

u, U A-myu of Rota and the other in the name 
of Mano Taitano of Saipan, claimed that if land 
deals d that violated Article 12, the Com- 
monwealth Constitution mandates that the 
property be returned to the govemximt 

rti& 12 mhicta ownemhip of Nartkkb - 
lanas land to-people of Northem Marianas 

de9cent. - ,  . ' .  
. . 

- - . a 4  d * - 
r R S e e I A m - 3  3s =+=+?*+-< --. - - 

j- 

In court 
-.I 

Jawsuits: i Court feud 

1 where land is forfeited, the Con- 
, stitution provides that the gov- : emment has the power to retam 
1 the property to the corporation 

that loet if the loss of the land 
I 

c a w  "undue hardship," and if 
the corporation meets the re- 
quirements of Article 12 

Pierce responded by calling 
, Mitchell's theory a Yairy talew 

that hasno evidence behind iti I He mid that DP9 mked the ' annt to dismiss the case, saying, 
%'Duty h e  wanted a judgment 
against itself, why would it mow 
for dismissal?" 
MPLC declines 
to get involved 

The three lawsuits, which in- 
volve Hillblom's San Roque 
beachfront property, the DFS 

I shop in Garapan and the Pacif- ' ic Islands Club in San Antonio, 
I were diwigsed amid suggestions 

the Mananas Public Land Corp. 
may intervene and pursue issues 
identical to those in the previ- 
ously filed lawsuits involving the : same properties. . MPLC, however, decided got - to get i nvdvd  leaving oped the 

ility that the casee auld 

- .  - d p -  - 

on a hunt to find 'the real 
plaintiffk,' a sea& that he said 
has been blocked by aobstruc 
tionist tactics." 

He said the evidence so far has 
shown tbat 'seven lawyers con- 
spired to put together all three 
lawwits and file them in Decem- 
ber 1992, then prosecute them* 
So far, though, no factual link 

t o  Hilfblom h a s  surfaced. 
Mitchell is trying to-find out 
where the money to pay for the 
lawsuits originated 

Billing recurds indicate that 
the money trail traces back to 
Saipan lawper Robert J. O'Con- 
nor, a dose fiend and associate 
of Hillblom 

Pieroe said that Mitchell's "re 
lentless pursuit to show that 
Hillblom financed, encouraged 
and 1-4 the suits is of no pur- 
p e , "  and that it is a waste of 
taxpayers' money. 

Mitchell is pursuing the in- 
vestigation ia his capacity as l e  
gal counsel for the Marianas 
Public Land Trust. 

Mitchell's cases that allege vi- 
olations of .lmcle 12 and seek 
return of property to original 
landownen have been identi- 
fied as a Ggdicant factor in the 
downturn of t he  common- 
wealth's economy, prompting 
strong reactions h m  the com- 
munity that include proposed 
legislation to eddress celltam Ar- . . 
ticle 12 legal issues. 

- ,  . 



What Article 12 has done 
Dear EditDs: 

Letmestart by sayingthuIam 
an indigenous residrnt of Saipan 
~beenlivinginSaipmJince 
m y r e t u r n f r o m o o k S ; : ~ ~  
ago. Before that.1 s p a  my en- 
tin life in Saipan 

WhifeintbeStaresuacbodI - - - 

lived with a family lhaf my faher 
knew whik k went to school 
ThisfamiiytruuedmelilrtI was 
aatofttrcirfamilyfortbefour 
years l -stayed with tbem. 

Ihadtowodtvayhardinschool 
to mainrrin the grade point aver- 
8 g c t f n t I b d ~ t o t b c ~  

' Letters - --ummecikm,pagi~ 
e . .  

would have been without tbem. my family thae todcme aside and 
When I graduafed at the top af told me t k y  wanled to give me a 

my classmy family hereinsaipan gift tobelpmgeta good start back 
and my family in the Stam were in Saipan' I told them that my stay 
very proud and happy ,for me. withthemabdtkk weshared 
BecausemyfamilyintbeUSwas wcreagiftthatlwarldntvaforget 
very wealthy and my Saipan fam- ad felt very mu& in tbeir debt all 
il had spent mmt'of their money ready. Tbty explained that since 
to send me through schwl, they. thcy bad m children of their own 
wouldnothavebeenabletowemy and were financially very well to 
gnddonhaditnotbeenfa.the Qthattkyw;mtedverymuchto 
genems gift of two tickcs fmm Q this ae thing fame. What they 
my stateside family for my parents did was to give me m y  to buy 
to go and see my "big day". l a d  in Saipan and said that I could 

ThedaywewaetoleavetkUS, ~ayitbackw&lltvaIfeItabkto 

and language differemax that I 
expericnaxl This time was very 
difficult at first, bathehelpofmy 
"new hdy" and the catlstant 
elxmragemalt I n c d v d  from 
than made the mghtst spots 
seem- muctr snootha than thcy 

cOntlnwdonp8gen 
1 

.m- 

Q s a . ? b e ~ t t r i n g t o t h a n  
was that I would be able to have a 
place of my own wbenIretumbdto 
Saipan 

U p m m y ~ I p l r c h a s e d a  
n i a  piece of land and built a anall 
tin house on it just to stan with I 
m a n i e d m y g i r h 5 h d d m a n y ~  
fiveamhsllfyrmyraumand 
with a good pb thougfit that life 
wasmxerfianIhadevenhopefa. 
Now. b e e  ytars lam I have two 
wmdaful children, a nice bomt, 
anda case against me to take away 
m y w  

Wby? What have I, my par- 
ents, my wife. my children or my 
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family in the States &me to de- 
serve this. I'll tell you what we've 
done wrung. Nothing. So wby 
ate we in this position? Because 
the person I bought the land from 
knew that I got h e  money to pur- 
chase it from an "outside source" 
and went to talk to a certain attor- 
ney about the situation. ThisUcer- 
tain aucmey", who is also driven 
by greed just like the persoa I 
purchased the l a .  fmm. told him 
that he could get him back "his 
land" because 1 was really just a 
"front" for the people in the States 
thatrcallyownedthelandud 
that vidatbd Article 1 2  

Thisiswbthashappeoedtoan 
idea (Article 12) that intention 
has been violated more than h e  
law itself. If you feel what is 
happening to me is fair then go 
ahead and continue to wontup 
thisself appointedUauomey god" 
that claim to be supporting the 
local people. If there was as much 
honor iu what this man is doing as 
there is m m y ,  wouldn't there be 
ocher auaneys doing the same 
thing? I guess some h g s  are 
just to blatantly wrong for even 
the other attorneys to accepL 
money far. 

Name withheld by request 
- 



What Article 
I 

pea',,: 
Let me start by saying that I am 

an indigenous nsident of Saipan 
wbose been living in Saipan since 
my ntwn from oolleg'e three years 
ago. Before that, I spent my en- 
tire life in Saioan. 

While in States at school I - -1 Tile:- nn,-..- - - . 

12 has done 
lived with a family that my father 
h e w  while he went to sc6001. 
This family treated me like I was 
one of their family for the four 
years I stayed with them. 

I had to work very hard In schod 
to-maintain the, grade point aver- 
age that I had duc to the culture 

---Fyl[n m,"rdihpl ,Go: ..,,-ICT-T-T 

and language diiferences that I 
experienced. This time was very 
difficult at first, but the helpof my 
'hew family" and the constant 
encouragement I received from 
them made the roughest spots 
seem rn~,-'- tunoohr than they 

lln& on pago 27 .-. - -  ----I-.1- . . 

the States done tc 
, I'll tell you what w 
ng. Nothing. So 
this position'/ 13cc 
I l t n n r ~ l ~ l  111c I~rlrtl  ' 
I ,,,,,, I ...... . . .  . 
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LetterS m n t l n u d t m n p a g @ 5  - do sa. 'Ihc important thing to them 
0 0 .  was that I would be able to have a 

would have been without them. my famjly there took me aside and placeof my own when1reWf.o 
When I graduated at the top of told meyhey wanted to give me a Saipan. 

ny class my family hen in Saipan gift to Mpme get a good start back Upon my =turn I plrchased a 
md my family in the Staw were in Saipmh. I told them that my stay nice piece of land and built a small 
tery proud and happy for me. with thh  hi thethks we shared tin house on it just to start with. I 
Because my family in the US was were a g t  that1 wouldnever faget man iedmy~enddmany  )ears 
very wealthy andmy Saipan farn- and felt4ery much in their &bc al l  five mauhs after my recum and 
11y had spent most of their money ready. my explained that since with a good job thought that life 
,o send me through school. they they ha# no children of their own was ma-e than I had wen hope fa .  
~ouldnothave beenable to see my and wee financially very well to Now, three years later I have two 
yaduation had it not been f a  the do thatpey wmed very much to . wondefful children, a nice home, 
:enems gift of two tickets from thing fame. What they and a case against me to take away 
ny stateside family f a  my parents give me money to buy my land. 
o go and see my "big day". an and said that I could Why? What have I, my par- 
The day we were to leave the US, whenever I felt able to en&, my wife, my children or my 

*' 
$I 

family ie the States Qne to de- 
serve lhis. I'll tell you what we've 
done wrong. Nothing. So why 
aie we in this position? Because 
the person I bought the land from 
knew that I got the money to pur- 
chase it from an "outside source" 
and went to talk to acertain attor- 
ney about the situation. ThisUcer- 
tain attorney", who is also driven 
by greed just like the person I 
purchased the iand from, told him 
has he could get him back "his 
land" because I was really just a 
"frmt" for the people in the States 
that really owned the land and 
ha t  viol aled Anicle 12. 

This is what has happened to ar 
idea (Article 12) that intentior 
has been violated more than' thc 
law itself. If you feel what i! 
happening to me is fau then gc 
ahead and continue to worshil 
thisself appointed"attomey god' 
that claims to be suppolzing th( 
local people. Lf there was as mucl 
honor in what this man is doing a 
there is money, wouldn't here b 
other attaneys doing the Sam: 
thing? I guess some things art 
just to blatantly wrong for eve! 
the other attorneys to accer 
money f a .  

Name withheld by request. 
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Solons told to get SMART,on-Article 1: 
[N 'IHE latest sign that CNhUcici- 
ens want the Artick 12 crisis 
; d v e d n o w , m a e h  lJOOlocal 
tridcnu havt signed r petition 
d i n g  on k g i s h  lo act on the 
.rids bcfor~ ending Cheir kgisla- 
ive &on on Capitol Hill. 

The petition-signen call them- 
elvcs"SMART."whkhslandsfa 
Saipanesc Mobilized on Article 
2." The petition mds u follows: 
"11'8 timctoac~ Legislslar must 

olve the Ariick 12 aids. We the 
~ l g r e d , U S  cititeru and led- 
enu d rhe CNMI. call upon ow 
egis lam to act without delay lu 
>lve the Article 12 crisis and stop 
K lawsuits. 
This aisis m w  be d v e d  befoe 

ureconomy tS d n e d d  mom 
mple knc their jobs. It musI be 
)Ived before our international 

to M the Artick 12 bill now bc 
f& hem, and g o v m  to rign 
it, before they start campahhg." 
she d d e d  

Coward wm referring to Same 
Bill 8- 124, which has passed the 
Senate and is nuw awaiting sction 
by the House. 

SB-8 124 attacks the crisis fm 
various angks: it would put r cap 
on the size of kgal f e u  in Anide 
12 lawsuits. and would fairly com- 
pensate the losing patiu in Anicle 
12 cases for UK m of lmprovc- 
menu on heir land. h e  new law 
would also establish the 
Lcgislalun's intended application 
of the "rwuMng uust" doctrine to 
Arcick 12 uses, md mate r stat- 
uv, of :ir.~ilatio,u ryo~!kpbl*-to the 
liling of Ani$& 12 lawsuiu. 

put.*:~n as a secure place to do 
Ir \s desmycd. It must be 
I .Itxe we losc faith in urch I 

j', 

,her and In our word of honor. We 
81 

> 

ant our  kgislators to face this 
td,lcrtl IMBW. ntctl (#ma Ic~lalntlot~ - 1 

-:fore lenvin~ (:apir)l llill tncam- 1 
t i ~ n  ftr re-election." 
'[he names of those who have 
jned the p&l.i~n SO h, fill chrcc 

I '  
11 pages of this newspapa, be- 
nning on page -. 
Marian Aldan-Pime. a spokes- 
%oa for SMART, said that as of 
1ursdey artanoon, Ovtf* 1.500 
cal rwi&nu had signad the pcti- 
i'rlnd that more arc edding their 
11es every day. 
'We want our elected kaders to 
JW how strongly we fwl that 
:ry~hing we care about - our 
ture, our economy. even our 
sonal relationships wilh each 
er -is in danger because of the 
~ h u i n g  Arliclc 12 crisis,'' said 
:y Dlg. Nielscn of SMART. 
The Legislature hascomealong 

in rtcognking rhe problem, 
ling hearings and drafting leg- 
lion." said another spokespr- 
.Connie B. Coward "Butnow, 
1 very few days remaining in 
legislative session, we want 

1 know that we expcct them 
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