Chamorros of Indeterminate Status

A Problem Defining Persons of Northern Marianas Descent

There exists a class of Chamorros who, though believing themselves to be
persons of Northern Marianas Descent (NMD), face uncertainty as to their status. .
Most are the descendants of a large group of Chamorros born on Guam that
migrated to Saipan during Spanish, German and early Japanese times. Others

are descended from Guam born Chamorros who migrated to Yap, Palau or
Ponape during the same eras and later migrated to the Northern Marianas
shortly after the American invasion of Saipan.

To qualify as a person of Northern Marianas descent, a person must meet the
twin criteria of Article XII; 1) Trust Territory Citizenship and, 2) domicile in the
Northern Mariana Islands by 1950.

The issue as to this class's status arises because, unless personally qualified (by
definition eliminating all those less than 45 years old), those claiming NMD
status are dependent upon the status of their ancestors ("base line ancestors")
and, for this class, this creates uncertainty because of their ancestors' birth place,
Guam.

The framers of Article XII attempted to create a definition for NMDs that, while
broad, would exclude those with allegiance elsewhere. As Trust Territory
citizenship was similarly limited, that concept was utilized. What appears to
have been overlooked, however, was the long term presence in the local
community of a large class of Guam born Chamorros who apparently didn't
qualify for Trust Territory citizenship because it was limited to those born in (or
with parents born in) the Trust Territory. 53 TTC §1. While the definition of
Trust Territory citizen has varied somewhat over the years, it has always
included this requirement.!

This causes a potential problem for descendants of Chamorros born on Guam
that were induced to move to Saipan in the early 1900's by the recruiting efforts
of German administrators seeking to repopulate the island by offering

1 This is somewhat difficult to document. I have researched Trust Territory archived records

and have determined that this requirement appears in all versions of the Trust Territory Code I've
located. The materials are not sorted or indexed, however, leading to the possibility that relevant
material remains unreviewed.
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homesteads and jobs. Entire families migrated north and several hundred of
these people were found residing on Saipan, Rota and the Northern Islands at
the time of the American invasion in 1944. The definition of Trust Territory
citizenship eventually adopted years later created doubt as to their status, even
though they were obviously a part of the local community, because of their
birthplace.2

There are other identifiable migration streams of Guam born Chamorros with
similar problems. Chamorros that came from Yap in 1946 (211 people) and 1948
(217 people) included Guam born Chamorros. Another group of Chamorros (112
people) including Guam born Chamorros arrived from Anguar in 1945. A '
separate stream came from Ponape. Thus, quite unintentionally, a class of
Chamorros of indefinite status was created when, somewhat after the fact, a
definition of Trust Territory citizen was adopted that included a requirement

that the individual be born within the Trust Territory.

At first, the indefinite status was of little consequence. Military ID cards were
issued to all and it appears scant attention was paid to a Chamorro's status
because, perhaps, Trust Territory laws and procedures were just developing.
Over time, however, military requirements dictated that the local population be
tracked with greater care and a naturalization process was developed to provide a
method to resolve the status questions. This was part of a transition from ID
cards to passports. And, with this change, questions of status became more
important because passports were limited to Trust Territory citizens.

Faced with this status problem, the Trust Territory Government responded by
creating and implementing a naturalization process. The procedure was
developed in the mid to late 1950s after a naturalization provision was inserted
in the Trust Territory Code and regulations adopted to implement it. The first
Naturalization Certificates were issued in 1958. A sample summary of selected
applications and application form are attached as exhibit "A". In the interim,
over 1,000 people had died, some of whom, while residing in the Northern

2 A similar situation - the disqualification as a Trust Territory citizen by later definition of
the term - arose in Milne v. DeBrum, 7 TTR 148, December 10, 1974. In that case the petitioner had
been accepted as a Marshallese "citizen” and was a leading politician. Still, it was said he did not
qualify as a TT citizen and his voting rights were withdrawn because his birthplace, the Gilbert
Islands, were not part of the Trust Territory. The court ruled that petitioner's Marshallese
“citizenship" through customary adoption had been established long before the enactment of 53
TTC §1 and that to apply it to petitioner to deny his status as a TT citizen "...is the same as an
enactment of a retrospective law which is analogous to an ex post fact law." Id. at page 151.
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Marianas for years, were still of uncertain political status because they had been
born on Guam.3

While a naturalization procedure was available as early as 1958, relatively few
individuals took advantage of it. The vast majority continued to reside in the
Northern Marianas without ever resolving their status and the treatment of the
Guam born Chamorro remained a thorny issue throughout Trust Territory
times.4 It is the descendants of these people - or descendants of those who died
before the naturalization process was implemented - who now face uncertainty.

A question may be raised as to the significance of this problem. The exact
number affected is almost impossible to determine. First, the numbers of
Chamorros of indeterminate status is difficult to ascertain. Second, while not all
this class had children after 1950, presumably some did with exponential effect.
The average Chamorro family tends to be large. Two or three generations have
passed in the intervening 45 years. If we assume each couple produces 6 children,
1 defect becomes 6; becomes 36; becomes 216; and the question of status becomes
intolerably confused.

Still, it is not an impossible task. American military authorities registered all
inhabitants of the Northern Marianas immediately after the invasion of Saipan.
These records were maintained until the termination of the Trust Territory
administration and provide a wealth of information.> Examples are attached as
exhibit "B". Sampling these records, I have found a significant class - almost 300
people - who, while born on Guam, were part of the local community at the time
of the invasion, having resided in the Northern Marianas for many years. These
people, and those living in Chamorro communities on Yap and Palau that were
repatriated to Saipan from 1945 through 1947, constitute a significant percentage
of the entire local population as recorded by U.S military authorities.® An

3 I have examined summaries of death certificates from 1947 through 1961 and several
individual death certificates. Unfortunately, it was not until 1960 that the place of birth is noted
on the death certificate so the exact number of Chamorros born on Guam and dying between 1947 and
1958 is difficult to determine. It is possible, however as this information is also contained in the
military ID records attached as Exhibit "B".

4 Attorney General Richard I. Miyamoto expressed the problem well in his letters to U.S.
Immigration officials in December, 1975 and January, 1976. The letters are attached as Exhibit "C"

> Not only do these records provide the birthplace, date of birth and id number of the
individual, they also were used to record war claims for the loss of personal property caused by the
American invasion. The first distribution occurred in the mid 1970s and it appears these records
were maintained until at least that time.

6 Records received from U.S. Naval Operational Archives include a first draft of a
handbook used by the School of Naval Administration, Hoover Institute, Stanford University,
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examination of all the military ID records - which still exist - would certainly
increase this number.

The information gleaned from the military id records and lists of Naturalization
Certificates is reproduced in spreadsheet form in Exhibit "E". Because the
information contained is somewhat sensitive, I have obscured the names. From
the numbers of unnaturalized, Guam born Chamorros revealed in this sample
alone, it is clear that a problem of identification exists that jeopardizes the entire
class of NMDs either through unfair exclusion of this class - and its efforts to
resist that exclusion - or, just as real, the eventual impossibility of enforcement
of the NMD criteria for lack of certainty; the inability to provide definite proof
one way or the other of the eligibility of the base line ancestor. Certainly, it is a
problem that needs to be addressed.

1948, which calculates the total indigenous population of Saipan shortly after the invasion to be
5653 . The breakdown is attached as Exhibit "D".
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EXHIBIT "A"“

SUMMARY OF SELECTED NATURALIZATION
FOUND IN ARCHIVES

Emeliana Salas Villagomez
Born in Guam - August, 1896
Domiciled in TT since 1907

Jose Lujan Chong
Born in the Gilbert Islands
Domiciled in TT since 1945

Maria De Leon Guerrero Tudela
Born in Guam - October, 1894
Domiciled in TT since 1926

Joaquin Iriarte Pangelinan
Born in Guam - October, 1895
Domiciled in TT since 1903

Juan Iriarte Pangelinan
Born in Guam - March, 1899
Domiciled in TT since 1903

Jose Ada Santos ‘
Born in Guam - March, 1899
Domiciled in TT since 1903

Vicente Takeda Seman
Born in Japan - August, 1893
Domiciled in TT since 1934

Jose Cabrera Manibusen
Born in Guam - October, 1897
Domiciled in TT since 1897

Vicente Aguon Babauta
Born in Guam - 1900
Domiciled in TT since 1907

FILES
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én application having been made by _Yisete Aswn MMURA_ ___  for |

:uralization as a Citizen of the Trust Territory of the Paciﬁ.c Islands,

'1 it appearing from seid applicat:.on and supporting documents attached
! !

ereto that the said __ ¥igephe Agen DABARA - = is eligible for such .

turalization,

Now Therefore, ___ ViSente Agnen PARIUTA

.tlzen of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islamds effuective imdiat.ely

is declared to be a

pon _Ida taking the oaths set forth below.
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- Vaccinations: Typhoid . .

Small pox

7 Heavy

Capacity for tnbar: [ dinn,

T Faghit

B 24 REMARKS:

'f Arrived 19 Oct. 1945

a I
N N N R B A O T p e b RS TR RS

RGNS

wud,

R

W@ ot




NUMBFR

3«

AW Il ouses

£fi~ Owned............ Where.......

A .Icnscd...........‘. Where.ooe. .0

'O Land
 Owned
" Leased 0O Where
{J Busincss property
Owned (3 What
jensed [ Where ‘
3 Vehicles (specify) ...

: [0 Money:
Q ‘ Cash on hand
: Savings
Sccurities

O AteNn e e L

Bank

s where

190. Perso
s . [0 No
What? |
ﬂ),’]l/ouz«!I
R’rlquséhold goadx
W Clothing
Q’.rci\'clry. ete.
7 Books, ete.
{1 Merchandise ol

O a0
.lln. J’.?fﬂ

hal nroperty ‘abandoned 5
’l: ::.

7 Z/I'JJ

21.
Do ypu hold life insurance?
7 Yes
Amount

If under 16 yvrs,, state yrs. of
schooling completed L

20, Property turned in:
J Ol identification

[} Weapons v

[

Fircanns
Anmnniitien

Fircerachers

L l‘:.\]llusi\‘vs

S Nnives

U Photographic Supplies

(1 Other

T Radio

PCar

Bt

T Bievele

Persenal papers

23 Mecdical history.

Jlave you cver had uny serious ilhoss?

Deformitics {‘/' e

Vaccinations: Typhoid
Small pox

‘l

A7‘ /N[....

/ l’

bl

date

RN

& No

~

7 Y= Specify

N

U Heavy
Z-Mctium
T Light

24. REMARKS:
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. Jnnunry..ls 1976 |

."

U'»)\"

}ir' John 1’. 'Shed

“ District Director .

Imim‘nt:ion and Huturnluncion Servica .

P, 05 Box 461

595 Alomoaua Blvd. .
- nonolulu Hawaid

- L

'0 Shea:

wo encloee a. copy of a Ietter va addreasod to tha Gtuun Offtco ot

" the. United States Immigration and Naturalization Service and.a copy
_of thae reply recelved  £rom that office. Wa hope that you may be ™
abla to nsqlat us wlth a more deflnitive angwer to ouf Ioquiry.
'l'hera are a number of persons in. tho Trust Territory vith §imilar
problens of citizenship. They are bcing denied the benefits of
Trust Territory citizewship on the theory that they werae born on
Guam aggf;zg___g;ed_sutes—citiwm. Admittedly they hava not,

. “;—throug 18 years; received tha benefits of United States citizenship,

“*He ara coming more and rora to bhe obinion that, although these persons
born on Guan could have bocomo and,retained United States citircnship,
they in fact did.not. Once this ia established, ve will ba abla to ----
deternine whether these persans qualify f£for Trust Tetritory citizen-
ship or whether they are without citlzenahip. -

. Your assistance fn’ estabuahing the status of thesa tcsidenta of
“the Trust TerricOry will bo vary helpful. Do

N

Sincetoly youru '

Richard I. Mi{yamoto
Attornoy General -

Enclosurecs.

-
.




5

e i i
Meganter: 2,‘4975‘

G E,

;4‘5«;_ . - . . ]
“Subject: Franzisco C. Cruz .,EV_ . “L

et .t : * ™ :l.

icwr -enI~ ance i rrqunayna in detﬁrﬂinlnq the ritizan hip ’ .
Lof°Francisco C, Cruz, a reuldant of, Saipnn, n_rlava-lsluadt. , L
"he'fac 3 arr as. followgs . . -

.. IR . .

RER) . .« . . -
ffaﬂcl-co c..Craa was hetn te .Dolores da lh'Ctuz in Agana,

e Guam- on Octobar 5, 1298. 4he father Iz unlkinown. Dolores

da 1a Cynz wag-hora Ln Sean and_ we cin angured thac her "
hirth was prior €o April 11; 1599. She was A tasident of
Salpan, Hariana.Islands frqn |nrcly aCt.r ‘kha bHicth of . -
Francisco ¢, Cruz througl ujusf 1, 53 aud thozcafrnr. & . -

- Prancisco €, Cruz came to the Hnriana t*lnﬁﬂ" with hiﬂ -
®Tredther- tn Oczover 1998 ard has, since that tixe, resided in -
‘Balpan., ¥r. Cruz vohed in the local clzctions in Salpan and. .
woted 1in thae reogent plebiscite in the Yoxthern Harlanas. g

Mr. Cruz was CO"iJ"rvd a3 a Trust Terxritory citizen whnn ho

wag ovployed Ly the Unitaed statss Navy and Ly the Geverascont N
‘of the Tinst “nrlenLy. i3 ~n{ ‘acala waa at all tiwea that . .
Of a Txust Tarxitory Ltivw . . . P

. R N .

_— PAERE o R D I

ra

-~ i -



a
s-it woyld'ha elpful
dtoinino wh:;ther tx.] Franciuco C..Cruz is'a 'citlz

gternination’ which you ma).a O‘l
fact:s will a.ssist u.: 1n a nunb::

Richard I. ‘Iiiyan'o.to' ‘
Attornay-General

e e BN IR P A
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mggg: RO -

This handbook, prepared by tbe staff Qi‘ the Behool of Naval Ad-

ninlstration, Stanford University, :.-1: one of a sarieg of si¥ hapd-

booka deeling. with the axjor ammmtive re:ions 4n the United
States Trust Territory of the Padric Islands. The inforzation relates
" primarily to the post-war pericd, snd especially to conditions aasung
as of April 1948. ’ -

This handbook should be ueed ic conjunction with the geveral hend-
book elge prepared at the School of Naval Admintgtration on the Frust
Territary az a whole. The latter cﬁvars the gemarsl directives, overall
2dminigtrative organization, and oﬂxé'r matters common to tha;{emmry.
Such information ia not repeated i.n this regionnl bandbook, execpf- as it..
applies epecitlcnlly ta this pu'ta.cular area. For ovary subject deslit .
with here, a cross referecncs ig umod to the correesponding section of tho
generzl handbook. The materials given here are thsrefore ocnly those ne—-
cgseary for fuller and more specific underztanding of tha arca eonnemed.' .

Correspondingly, this handbook. &oe- 1ot attespt to duplicats the
information given in the putilished ngi.oul baadbooks prepared under mavel.
asupices before thl invagion” (OPNM_ Huibookl, 505 115.'7.8). M. anst,

brisf resumes will. be given of oondi.ﬁm unthr tha sp.nﬁnh, Gaxm md _-J.‘; ;,f*
Jepanese regimes. It. is again. aamd t.hut mn—u!mce -111 be: uadc
to these sources for any . dotaﬂld uuﬂa}.s needed. rehﬁnt ‘bo meh -

eariier parioda. :




IV POPELATION

As of 31 arch 1948 the total population of islanders iu the Selpen
District wans apprmdmataly.s.653.l This figure doep not include the
1324 Bonin Islanders on Chi Chi Jima. .

The rumber of non-resident Americans has flumctuated greatly sines the
war. m:l.ta.ry personnel Las been grol.tly reduced while the mbe-r_of
¢ivilian omplayees recruited from the United States and Honolulu hag been
increasing every month. No attempt is made in thiz handbook to record
the mmbar of nilitary or American ¢ivilian pergsomnal in the ;lipm
Diastriet. -

Japanege, Korean anmd Onnnun'el‘vuiam were repatriated from Saipan
and Tinian during the months of January, February and March of 1946, A
very few, 26 in punber, Japanese and Koreans, identified through marriage
or other gpeecial ties with iala.nd wuu, have bean allowed to resain.
In December 1946 the last load of Japanan POW's -sailed from Sd.pan fnr
Uruga, thereby eonplouu the rapatmuon of Oriental ailitary m civiliang

from tha llnrianu. . :
The following table sbows the estimated population and sex distrituticz

in the 8aipan District as of 1 Lprli: mm _

1 Galpan census for quartsr epdiug ‘31 March 1948 was 4,998. ‘Latest’
. ::::1“ gl.guru for Rota were tor mth ud.i.na Jaly 1947 and nhond &
a 55,

2 There are appm:d.utal.y n hola—out .‘umno on mnm.

g 1 NITHEMET (KON -2 RAT S CT NATF e




-2

1
inelu an
: 1Care- 3 .-a : ' $ 0

lQMm:g;g|Ms§1m|Mg|Jameseg&Emtmm:hm
Nales under 16 1 995 . 253 1 : Co1o1 11,:49
Nales over 16 ¢ 977 1 M41 1 _:f 1 . m”: v_:;a. 12,30
Fazales under 16: 965 : 224: :; : : : tl.,m
Foales aver 16 1 953 1 1 ' 6 PR : '31,253
TOTAL Ea.aqo 21,0725 1 E 7 i 19 E 7 2 b1 .4.99:

Itunbeneaharethnttbovropnruonofmmpeopletooldl.shv

far the higheat among the Ghuoma.

: H Rota LI . M e ad -

Males under 16 : 16 ' : " 35 :z 30
Malos over 16 ¢ 178 : - 35 : 38
Fezalas under 16: 148 : 36 : 18
Femal=» over 16 : 168 : 33 : 3

TOML : 655 . 139 : 116
Saipan plus Rou: 5,652 : x‘. '

t t X

tBreakdown by reces

(Breakdown by races  gBreakdown by races

tnot available. oot available, there-inot availshle, there

' 1fore this figure {s :fore this f{igure is .

1 tincluded in the tdnocluded in the Bd.pln

$ 18aipen Gensus. *1Gengus. The .Chamorros.

:  FR _phand Carclintans: now:

: [ " 's1dvidg on‘Alispgen-and -
] t 30 ..umm wers moved: from
t 3 " sBalpan’abd lended.on. . .
] 3 " sthoss 2 Sslands om-

s I 17 and: 8 Mareh 1948,

' ¢ .- ;

1 This figure does not imecluds the 218 Ohuoml noved m- ‘Yap. to: Tnlen. ubout

1 April 1948.
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CONFIDENTIAL DRAFT

Cas
Cak DLG
Bor taz

Bla ¥4
Bal ‘tinez
Bak

Bak
Bak
Ago

Guerrero

Ago

tin DLC
Lizama
Cak + Mesa
Cha 1iio Muna
Cho t

San
San

Cru
Del lro, Juan
De Diaz Jesus

De Juan Salas
Due "
Due H
Flo ma
Gue cente

Jesus

Ich n. Migel

Ich L. Migel
Ich .. Migel

Kis
Maf

page 1

MILITARY/TT ID CARDS OF NMI RESIDENTS
NOT BORN IN THE TRUST TERRITORY

ID No. Reel/Frame Card Birthdate Date of
Issued Death
2651 1242/0101 11/16/44 06/15/95
18867 1242/058 04/27/45 09/28/44
2876 1242/050 11/18/45 01/13/89
19937 1242/045 272/22/71
14496 1242/036 11/16/44  05/08/95
19 12427034 11/16/44 07/07/98
631 1242/032 11/16/44 04/07/00 Guam
1488 12427030 11/17/49  02/30/04 Guam
20033 1242/011 06/15/45 11/27/00 Guam
1671 1242/009 11/17/44 Guam
20708  1251/127 03/05/46 Guam
20813 1251/125 03/05/46 Guam
13596 1244 02/13/45 471 Guam
21289 1242/ 03¢ 04/23/88 Guam
19128  1242/0119 & 07/25/20 Nauru
1756 1242/0125 Yid 10/05/08 Guam
959 1242/0137 1173844 12/22/90 Guam
2854  1242/0144 11/38/44  22/22/72? Guam
21430 1242/0146 04/21/47 06/10/99 Guam
905 1242/0159 12/05/44  02/10/07 Guam
1273 1242/0160 11/16/44 12/11/27 Guam
21022 1242/0167 07/19/46 06/26/11 Guam
1976 124270174 11/18/44 07/12/00 Guam
17303 1242/0175 06/15/45 04/08/25 Guam
17355  1242/0175 06/15/45 02/28/12 Guam
17313  1242/0176 06/15/45 09/26/28 Guam
1634 124270181 12/05/44 06/13/98 Guam
2946 1242/0195 12/05/44 02/11/94 Guam

UNSORTED
IN SAME ORDER
AS APPEAR ON REELS

Remarks non - italicized comments

Yes

Yes 90

Yes 78

Yes 68

Yes 82

Yes*69

Yes 83
Yes

appear in record

& Farmer with address in Garapan.

(Transfer from Guam)

Appears to have resided on Saipan during
Japanese time.

Died 12/24/47.

Deceased: 09/01/60.
Appears to have resided on Saipan during
Japanese tincs.

Arrived 19 Oct. 1945. Gave Ponape as
address.

Note, only 12 years old and born on
Guam.

Yap Chamorro.

Yap Chamorro.

(Transfer from Guam.)

Gave Rota as address.

Transfer from Angaur 07/21/45.
Jan. 1946.

Stevedore with address in Garapan.
Farmer with address in Garapan.
Farmer/blacksmith with address in
Garapan.

Farmer with address in Rota.

Farmer with address in Garapan.

Farmer with address in Garapan.
Nationality is U.S. citizen.
Longshoreman with address in Garapan.
Appears to have resided on Saipan during
Japanese times.

To Guam

Transfer from Guam 06/15/45. Jap. &
Chamorro nationality.
Transfer from Guam 06/15/45. Jap. &
Chamorro nationality.
Transfer from Guam 06/15/45. Jap. &

Chamorro nationality.
Carpenter with address in Garapan.
Laborer with address in Garapan.



Mag
Mat

Igi
Pan
Pan
Pan

Pan
Pan
Pin

Rey
Sak
Sar.
Sor.
Tai

Agc
Agc
Agc
Agc
Agc

Efraim

e Joaquin
Cepeda
Iriarte

Manuel

Mariano
Vicente

lliam John
‘ose
dal

‘uan

1, Dolores
Maria
jurgur

1a

Maria

Anna
in

w

ina
Margarita
imir

ID No., Reel/Frame Card Birthdate

364
2612

644
2747
2404

20069

1335
17837
2580

1674
6082
383
17692
19656
1998
1886
194930
1885
2003
19504

1555
2210
25
21485
668
20767

1514
477
19425
2370
224
587
1286
2683
978
1603
19470
19993
1654
352
639

1242/0198
124270203

1242/0019
1243/0114
1243/0116
1243/0116

1243/0117
1243/0117
124370122

1243/0126
1243/0166
1243/0182
124370191
124370193
1243/0218
1244/0006
124470007
124470007
1244/0008
124470008

124470009
1244/0010
1244/0152
1244/015¢2
1244/0153
1244/0153

1244/0156
1244/0158
1244/0159
1244/0160
1244/0163
1244/0166
1244/0166
1244/0166
1244/0167
1244/0169
1244/0172
1244/0174
1244/0179
124470181
1244/0184

Issued

11/16/44
11/16/44

11/16/44
11/16/44
01/19/45
10/20/45

11/16/44
04/27/45
11/16/44

11/16/44
04/27/45
11/16/44
02/13/45
??
11/18/44
11/18/44
09/13/45
11/18/44

11/17/44
11/18/44
10/12/45
11/17/44
11/17/44
11/16/744
??
11/16/44
01/19/45
11/18/44
09/13/45
09/22/45
11/16/44
11/17/44
12705744

11/20/90
01/01/17

?2?/22/87
10/22/95
06/24/30
03/10/99

01/01/83
07/11/44
07/24/91

11/7/791
08/28/44
05/15/98
12/712/12
22/2?2/97
01/21/84
05/24/75

09/04/66
03/30/90
06/04/81
06/30/97
??/2?2/82

02/12/86
10/04/87
??/2?/86
11/11/81
??/2?/98
03/04/77
06/15/90
09/22/97
??/?2/65
02/11/92
??/22/40
??/22/77
05/07/97
?2/2?/89
11/29/76

Date of Place of

Death

114{0/69
08/16761
11/07/51

05/28/70
02/24/66

04/18/66
11/23/61

01/07/57

02/04/56
08/22/63
02/06/56
07/23/65
01/08/56
06/06/61
??/2?/44

08/18/50
07/11/49
02/18/54

10/17/45
02/03/66
04/22/49

Birth

Guam
Guam

Guam
Guam
Guam
Guam
Guam
Guam

Guam
Guam
Guam
Guam
Guam
Guam
Guam
Guam
Guam
Guam
Guam
Guam
Guam
Guam
Russia

Natur-

Yes*42

Yes

Yes 36
Yes 40
Yes*41l

Yes*61

Yes

\~

non - italicized comments

Remaxks

appear in record

Farmer with address in Tanapag.

Jap. & Chamorro nationality. Appears to
have resided on Saipan during Japanese
times.

Kanaka nationality.

Stevedore vith address in Garapan.
Student

Arrived 20 Oct. 1945. Gave Ponape as

+ address.

Farmer with address in Garapan.

Baby. Transfer from Guam

Appears to have resided on Saipan during
Japanese times.

Farmer with address in Garapan.

Baby .. Transfer from Guam

Stevedore with address in Garapan.
Transfer from Guam

Gave Pagan as his address.

Farmer with address in Garapan.
Deceased: 11/10/69.

Deceased: 08/16/61

Deceased: 11/07/51

Farmer with address in Garapan.

Laborer with address in Pagan.

Deceased: 05/28/70

Deceased: 02/24/66

Housewife
Deceased:
Deceased:
Farmer
Deceased:
address,
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased: 01/08/56
Deceased: 06/06/61
Deceased: 1944
Farmer
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Farmer
Deceased:10/17/45
Deceased: 02/03/66
Deceased: 04/22/49.
address in Garapan.

04/18/66
11/23/61
01/07/57. Gave Yap as his
02/04/56
08/22/63
02/06/56
07/23/65

08/18/50
07/11/49
02/18/54

Merchant with



Pal:
Pan
Pan
Pan
Pan:
Pan

Pan
Pan
Per
Per
Pin
Pab
Agu
Agu
Ald
Ald
ald
Ali
Ali
Ali
Arr
Balk
Bor
Bas
Bar
Bas
Ben
Bla
Bla
Bla
Bla
Bor

Bor
Box
Cat
Can
Can
Can
Can
Can
Can
Cam
Cas
Cas
Cas
Cas

page 3

Faustina
a, Cruz

Wilson

o Felisa
Mendiola
o

, Mariano
a, Iriarte

a
tonio
gno

ruz
Leon

Rufina
ena
'sepha
riano

pcion
L

ymes, Dolores

mia
Lan
sa

umacho
childe
dolores
.lan
La
wria
wria
ileriana
ante
Ana
:mcion
dolores
>ha

2349
19608
2500
1354
19638
7902

1463
4893
1224
1225
2475
2086
14154
19640
21381
2913
2717
4500
19427
1092
14214
1498
1065
19897
21255
19950
2089
2369
2368
2348
1811
18451

19913
19181
13596
2151
17595
1788
14182
2188
1991
2684
14494
2522
1528
2975

Reel/Frame  Caxd  Birthdate Date of Place of Natuxr-

1244/0185
1244/0190
124470191
1244/0192
1244/0194
1244/0195

1244/0196
1244/0196
1244/0197
1244/0197
1244/0200
1244/0201
1244/0011
1244/0011
1244/0012
1244/0015
1244/0016
1244/0016
1244/0016
1244/0017
1244/0020
1244/0024
1244/0024
1244/0026
124470026
1244/0027
1244/0027

1244/0028
1244/0029
1244/0029
1244/0032

1244/0032
1244/0032
1244/0038
1244/0042
1244/0043
1244/0047
124470047
1244/0047
1244/0047
1244/0047
124470048
1244/0050
1244/0050
1244/0051

Issued

11/17/44
09/18/45
11/17/44
11/16/44
08/30/45
06/28/45

11/16/44
10/12/45
11/17/44
11/18/44
11/16/44
11/16/44
11/717/44
09/18/45
04/21/47
12/05/44
11/17/44
11/17/44
10/12/48
11/18/44
11717744

11/72/44,8
11/18/44

09/22/45

11/18/44
07/21/45

09/22/45
07/21/45
02/13/45
04/16/45
02/09/45
12/05/44
12/05/744
11/18/44
11/18/44
01/06/45
11/718/44
11/17/44
12/05/44
11/17/44

11%%%@@4

10/06/87
04/18/88
06/17/78
04/20/590
??2/22/79
04/02/87

11/27/80
??/??/65
??2/22/79
03/23/90
03/28/93
11/17/77
?2?2/2?/67
11/11/89
11/18/74
05/15/83
06/12/78
05/02/92
??/?2/92

11/04/78
11/08/88
07/12/80
08/29/96
09/15/91
2?/??/87

??2/??/86
09/17/95
02/04/12
?2?/2??/75
09/12/59
02/15/93
03/25/01
05/11/77
08/24/99
02/08/90
22/22/71
05/15/03
Q1/01/73
05/11/95

)

\
!

Death Birth

08/03/56 Guam
03/15/66 Guam
12/02/52 Guam
07/01/66 Guam
11/16/63 Guam
07/03/63 Guam
Guam
Guam
09/03/60

10/05/68
08/01/71
09/29/5%
02/15/45
09/16/68
06/21/63
Pav20/49

0%

16§w
ogf%9762
10/10/52

" Guam
09/26/63 Guam
Guam

11/22/70 Guam
Guam

06/25/70 Guam
06/19/47 Guam
01/26/59 Guam
11/22/62 Guam
06/22/57 Guam
01/04/63 Guam
06/06/47 Guam
11/12/54 Guam
01/16/45 Guam
10/29/46 Guam
01/23/48 Guam
08/058/70 Guam
12/18/64 Guam
12/12/49 Guam
01/10/50 Guam
04/12/50 Guam
11/07/63 Guam
08/13/60 Guam
10/29/76 Guam

alized

Yes

Yes 86

Yes 46
Yes

Yes*76

Yes*28
Yes 77

Yes 89
Yes 65

Remarks

appear in

Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:

non - italicized comments

record

08/03/56
03/15/66
12/02/52
7/1/66

11/16/63

Tr. from Sariguan May 13,

on Tinian
Farmer

< Tr. from

Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Transfer
Deceased:
Deceased:
Farmer
Farmer
Deceased:
Housewife
Deceased:

Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Transfer
06/57
Deceased
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:

07/03/63

Sariguan May 13,
09/03/60
10/05/68
08/01/71
09/29/57
02/15/45
09/16/68
06/21/63
11/20/49
03/25/61
10/17/62

1945; Deceased

1945

from Alamagan July 29 1945

08/20/62
10/10/52

09/26/63
11/70

06/25/70
06/19/47
01/26/59
11/22/62
to Guam 3/16/48.

01/04/63
06/06/47
11/12/54
01/16/4522
10/29/46
01/23/48
05/09/70
12/18/64
12/12/49
01/10/50
04/712/50
11/07/63
08/13/60

10/29/76 (Guam)

Deceased:



Cas'
Cas’
Cas
Cha:
Con
Fra:
Cor
Cru
Cru

Del
Del

Del
Del
Del
Del
Del
Del
Del
Del
Del
Del
Del
Del
Jos
De

De

Mar

De
De
De
Ruf
Del
De

De
Del
Del
De
Dia
Dim
Due:
Fai
Flo.
Gar:

page 4

agomes
faela
Vicenta
, Jose
utau,

o
seph
iaz
edro
icente

orres
eleon
alas

dan

Cruz

Jose

ruz Dolores
ose, Diaz
‘osepha Muna
.costa,

Juan, Diaz
Sablan,

Pedro

Ramona

Rita
(Diaz),

el

.an Maria
ino Trinidad
»nio, Acosta
\n

Anna

1z) Martina

.on, Arriola

\

ID No. Reel/Frame Card Birthdate Date of Place of Natur-
Issued Death Birth alized

19642 124470053 09/01/45 ?22/22/75 07/23/67 Guam

1151 124470054 11/18/44 02/05/98 03/19/65 Guam Yes 44
2798 124470055 11/17/44 08/15/78 08/15/55

1856 124470059 11/16/44 07/07/76 10/21/60

2220 1244/0060 11/08/44 06/02/80 03/06/59

474 124470062 12/05/44 02/05/96 04/07/65

246 124470065 11/?2/44 04/28/81 08/18/63

17781 124470066 04/27/45 11/17/44 07/03/45

20766 124470072 03/05/46 01/01/90

1300 124470073 11/14/45 04/08/78 01/28/55

4951  1244/0073 27?/??/2? ?2/??/95 03/13/63

700 124470077 22/?2/?? ?2/?2/97 04/09/59

19465 1244/0077 09/18/45 06/24/89 06/04/59

19673  1244/0077 09/18/45 06/??/88 09/17/54

1635 124470077 11/17/44 07/07/83 §§§14,69 Guam

1659  1244/0078 12/05/44 05/22/06 0% %ﬁ 4@

22118  1244/0078 ?7?/2?/?? ?2/?7?/61 3

20682 124470078 03/727/44 01/05/84

1602 124470080 11/18/44

28747  1244/0081 2?/7??/7?

19663  1244/0081 09/18/45,

19666  1244/0082 09/18/45

2223 1244/0082 12/05/44

19746 1244/0082 08/03/95 09/29/66 Guam

2161 1244/0084 04/09/85 01/08/50 Guam

2185 124470084 05/17/74 12/09/44 Guam

1585 124470085 08/29/86 09/06/52 Guam

1584 124470085 06/16/72 09/21/60 Guam

2184 1244/0086 12/05/44 05/13/74 11/20/59 Guam

987 1244/0086 11/18/44  12/23/76 Guam

19111  1244/0087 ??2/72?/7?? 02/26/78 05/30/62 Guam Yes 45
2040  1244/0087 11/16/44 10/22/82 11/27/65 Guam

1809  1244/0088 11/17/44 03/20/91 05/03/46 Guam

20729 1244/0088 03/05/46 2?/22/75 03/19/56 Guam

1089 1244/0089 11/18/44 04/08/81 08/05/62 Guam Yes 67
1024 124470091 11/18/44 03/28/62 01/19/53 Guam

2062 1244/0091 11/17/44 08/11/87 07/09/69 Guam

1092 1244/0092 11/16/44 10/??/78 02/07/58 Guam

1023 1244/0095 12/05/44 02/15/87 02/05/55 Guam

208 1244/0104 11/16/44 ?3/??/84 04/12/54 Guan

21128 1244/0105 12/23/46 08/30/86 09/12/70 Guam

Remarks

appear in

Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:

Deceased:
Deceased:

* Deceased:

Farmer
Deceased:
Deceased:
Sariguan
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Laborer-B
Deceased:
Housewife

Deceased:
Deceased:

Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:

\

non - italicized comments
record

07/23/67
03/19/65
08/15/55
10/21/60
03/06/59

04/07/65
08/18/63
07/03/45. Baby
01/28/55

03/13/63. Transfer from
May 13, 1946.

04/09/59

06/04/49

09/17/54

01/14/69

03/22/48

01/19/57

06/23/50

05/29/50

10/15/44
lacksmith

1954 (Guam)

with address in Garapan

09/29/66
01/08/50

12/09/44
09/06/52
09/21/60
11/20/59

Unemployed with address in Garapan

Transfer

Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Transfer

09/12/70

from Angaur 07/21/45.
05/30/62
11/27/65 (Guam)
05/03/46
03/19/56
08/05/62
01/19/53
07/09/69
02/07/58
02/05/55
04/12/54

from Guam, 12/21/46. Deceased:



Gue
Gue
Gue
Gue
Gog
Gog
Hab
Ich

Ich
Iga
Iga
lic
Ila
Ila
Ili
Ken

Kid
Kid
Kim
Kis
Kit
Kog
Lec
Liz
Liz
Liz
Agu
Ald
cak
Cam
Car
Cas
Cel
Con
Con
Cru
De

Idy
De

Jua
Dia
Dia
Gue
Tud
Ich

page 5

1
laria
'enorio
ufina
a

ian

i Jose

Sn. Migel

, Jose
Brigitta

aco

‘ion

iSO

‘lahe

‘ia Sablan
Carmen

an

‘esa

iria

ita

, Rosa

losa

Anna
jablan
1, Maria
Taitano
Tirginia
Villagomez

Sn Nicolas,

ra
ntos,
rrrero
1. Migel

Josefa

ID No. Reel/Frame Card Birthdate Date of Place of
Death Birth

922
2317
813
1977
2515
2845
528
6020

17603
325
464
1508
1809
2160
2860
21461

1701
1857
21346
1924
19487
882
21445
14491
1598
2342
1168
18317
866
19720
2385
1469
22422
2221
19624
17787
11410

1407

864
21049
2112
14224
17244

Issued
1244/0105 01/06/45
1244/0105 11/17/44
1244/0106 11/17/44
124470106 11/17/44
124470107 11/17/44
1244/0107 11/16/44
124470109 11/17/44
1244/0110 06/15/45
124470110 06/15/45
124470110 11/18/44
1244/0111 11/18/44
124470112 11/17/44
1244/0120 11/17/44
1244/0120 12/05/44
1244/0120 04/16/45
124470130 05/16/47
1244/0132 11/18/44
124470133 22/22/22
124470134 03/27/47
124470134 11/16/44 - ¢
1244/0135 09/13/45§§ :
124470135 11/16/44 8
1244/0139 05/16/47
124470147 11/16/44
1244/0148 ?xm 7-
1244/0151 @§11/1 -
1246/0009§§;;A i
1246/0013 D
1246/0067 $hud e
1246/0072 10/185/45
1246/0089 11/18/44
1246/0094 11/18/44
124670102 10/18/50
1246/0111 10/17/44
124670112 09/18/45
124670119 02/13/45
124670130 02/27/45
1246/0130 12/05/44
124670147 11/16/44
1246/0148 10/24/46
1246/0163 11/18/44
1246/0163 12/05/44
1246/0169 06/15/45

10/22/94
01/11/81
02/11/80
01/04/05
12/05/86
01/03/70
07/05/71
11/27/85

11/27/04
??/22/94

22/22/98

02/02/84
10/08/91
08/14/86
01/15/85
10/23/08

12/22/95
07/21/78

Q§§%§§os

os/lb/so
22/22/97
05/05/94
01/15/08
10/30/03
22/22/95
11/04/86
01/12/98
02/25/50

'04/20/86
-08/30/95

06/16/24
07/23/44

11/16/14

08/05/91
10/10/26
02/29/09
10/14/94
08/07/21

01/17/59 ™ Guam
09/13/52 Guam
11/11/53 Guam
01/04/57 Guam
12/15/66 Guam
04/13/48 Guam
03/03/47
09/04/50
06/14/52
01/07/64
?2?/2?/68" \3
03/20/68
05/25/58

03/08/58

11/08/50
¥10/06/69

11/23/46
12/09/47
01/12/71

Yes

Guam

Guam
Japan
Guam
Guam
Guam

Yes*92
Yes*70

Yes 84

Yes 111

Yes 74

Yes 104

Yes

Yes*64
Yes*91

Remarks

appear in

Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceasged:
Deceased:
Transfered
« Deceasged:
Transfer £
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased o
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Transfer £
02/09/58
Deceased:
Laborer wi
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceasged:
Transferre
Deceased:
Deceased:
Deceased:

\

non - italicized comments
record

01/17/59
09/13/52
11/11/53
01/04/57
12/15/66
04/13/48
03/03/47
from Guam 06/15/45.
09/04/50

rom Guam 6/15/45
06/14/52

01/07/64

n or about 1968 (Guam)
03/20/68
05/25/58
03/08/58
rom Rota,

{Guam)

05/14/47. Deceased:
11/09/59

th address in Garapan
01/02/64

07/07/63

11/08/50

10/06/69

d from Rota

11/23/46

12/09/47

01/12/71

Gave Garapan as address.

Transfer f
Gave Garap

rom Angaur 07/21/45
an as address.

Gave Ponape as address

Gave Garap

an as address

Gave Garapan as address.

Baby

Gave Garap
Gave Pagan
Transfer £
Baby. Tra

an as address.
as address.

rom Guam

nsfer from Guam

Gave Garapan as address.

Gave Garapan as address.

Gave Japan

as address.

Gave Garapan as address.
Gave Garapan as address.

Transfer £

rom Guam 06/15/45. Gave Guam

as address.



10.

11.

[CosAUC Ex (s,

Article XII's Rules For Land Transactions

Leasehold interests acquired by non-NMI descent persons are limited to no more
than 55 years including renewal rights.
a. From January 9, 1978 to January 8, 1986 the limit was 40 years.

A longer lease (or a frechold interest) may be acquired for a condominium above
the first floor of a building on private land.
a. From January 9, 1978 to January 8, 1986 this exception did not exist.

To be Northern Marianas descent, one must have at least 1/4 NM Chamorro or
Carolinian blood (or a combination of the two) and be a U.S. citizen or national,;
or, one must have been adopted by a person of NMI descent prior to reaching the
age of 18 years old.

A full-blooded NM Chamorro or Carolinian person must have been: (a) born or
domiciled in the NMI by 1950, and (b) a citizen of the TTPI prior to termination
of the Trusteeship for the CNMI.

A corporation is of NMI descent if: (1) it is incorporated in the CNMI, (2) it has

its principal place of business in the CNMI, (3) 100% of its directors are of NMI

descent, and (4) 100% of its voting shares are actually owned by NMI descent

persons.
a. From January 9, 1978 to January 8, 1986 only 51% of the directors were
required to be of NMI descent and only 51% of the voting shares were required to
be owned by persons of NMI descent.

Minors cannot be directors.
a. From January 9, 1978 to January 8, 1986 this restriction was not stated.

No trusts or proxy voting by non-NMI descent persons.
a. From January 9, 1978 to January 8, 1986 this restriction was not stated.

Beneficial and legal title (over shares) shall remain in the same person.
a. From January 9, 1978 to January 8, 1986 this restriction was not stated.

Violations of the main rule shall make the transaction void ab initio.

A corporation that once qualified as an NMI descent person which loses its

qualifications shall immediately have its permanent or long-term interests in land

acquired after January 9, 1986 forfeited to the government.
a. From January 9, 1978 to January 8, 1986 this provision, in slightly different
words, stated that such interest acquired after the effective date of the Constitution
shall be forfeited to the government.

The Registrar shall issue regulations to ensure compliance and the legislature may
enact enforcement laws and procedures. (Added on January 9, 1986)



Commonwealth Consttution

ARTICLE XI: RESTRICTIONS OF
ALIENATION OF LAND

Sectdon 1: Alenation of Land.

The acquisition of permanent and long-term interests in real
property within the Commonwealth shall be restricted to persons
of Northern Marianas descent.

Sectlon 2: Acquisition.
The term a'c_qﬁgﬂo—n—used in Section 1 includes acquisition

by sale, lease, gift, inheritance or other means. A transfer to a
spouse by inheritance is not an aﬂﬁsidon under this secton if
the owner dles without issue or issue not eligible to own
land in the Northern Mariana Islands. A transfer to a mortgagee
by means of a foreclosure on a mortgage is not an acquisition
under this section if the mortgagee is a full service bank, Federal
Agency or Governmental entity of the Commonwealth and does not
hold the permanent or long-term interest in real property for
more than ten years beyond the term of the mortgage.

Commission Comment: 1985 Consttutional Convention
Amendment 34 amended Article XII, Section 2.

Secton 3: Permanent and Long-Term Interests in Real
Property.

The term permanent and long-term interests in real property
used in Sectlon 1 includes freehold interests and leasehold
interests of more than fifty-filve years including renewal ﬁl&s,
except an Interest acquired above the first floor of a condo! m
b . Any interests acquired above the first floor of a
condonﬂgnium buillding is restricted to private lands. Any land
transaction in violatHon of this provision shall be vaid., This
amendment does not apply to existing leasehold agreements.

Commission Comment: 1985 Constdtutional Convention
Amendment 35 amended Article XII, Section 3.

Secton 4: Persons of Northern Marianas Descent.

A person of Northern Marlanas descent 1s a person who is a
ctizen or national of the United States and who is of at least
one-quarter Northern Marianas Chamorro or Northern Marianas
Carolinlan blood or a combinaton thereof or an adopted child of a
person of Northern Marianas descent if adopted while under the
age of elghteen years. For purposes of determining Northern
Marianas descent, a person shall be considered to be a
full-blooded Northern Marianas Chamorro or Northern Marianas
Carolinlan if that person was born or domiciled in the Northern
Mariana Islands by 1950 and was a citizen of the Trust Territory
of the Pacific Islands before the terminaton of the Trusteeship
with respect to the Commonwealth.

Sectlon 5: Corporations.
A corporation SEQI be considered to be a person of Northern

Marlanas descent so long as it is incorporated in the Common-
wealth, has its principal place of business in the Commonwealth,
has directors one-hundred pBergg.Et of whom are persons of

(Supp. 5-86)

Commonwealth Constitutdon

Northern Marlanas descent and has vodng shares (i.e. common or
preferred) one-hundred percent of which are actually owned by
persons of Northern Marianas descent as defined by Secton 4.
Minors, as defined by applicable laws of the Commonwealth, may
not be eligible to become directors of a corporation. No trusts or
vodng by proxy by persons not of Northern Marianas descent
may be permitted. Beneficlal title shall not be severed from legal
ttle,

Commission Comment: 1985 Consttutdonal Convention
Amendment 36 amended Article XII, Secton 5.

Section 6: Enforcement.

Any transaction made in viplation of Section 1 shall be void
ab initlo, Whenever a corporation ceases to be qualified under
Sectdon 5, a permanent or long-term interest in land in the
Commonwealth acquired by the Corporaton after the effective date
of this amendment shall be immediately forfeited without right of
redemption to the government of the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands. The Registrar of Corporaton shall
issue regulations to ensure compllance and the legislature may
enact enforcement laws and procedures.

Commission Comment: 1985 Constitutdonal Convention
Amendment 36 amended Article XTI, Section 6.

ARTICLE XII: EMINENT DOMAIN

Sectdon 1: Eminent Domaln Power.

The Commonwealth may exercise the power of eminent domain
as provided by law to acquire private property necessary for the
accomplishment of a public purpose.

Section 2: Limitatons.

Private property may not be taken without just
compensation. Private land may be taken only if no suitable
pub land is avallable for the accomplishment of the public
purpose.

ARTICLE XIV: NATURAL RESOURCES

Sectdon 1: Marine Resources.

The marlne resources In waters off the coast of the Common-
wealth over which the Commonwealth now or hereafter may have
any jurisdicion under United States law shall be managed,
controlled, protected and preserved by the legislature.

Section 2: Uninhabited Islands.
The island of Managaha shall be maintained as an uninhabited
place and used only for cultural and recreational purposes. The

B-335
(Sup’ -86)
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Two sides dispute impact
of federal Article 12 ruling

By DAN PHILLIPS
Dadly News Siaff
] SAIPAN — Although the
1 Northern Marianas Supreme
| Court was slammed in a ruling
issued by a federal appeals court
last Thursday, both sides in a
| lawsuit that involves Article 12
of the Commonwealth Constita-
tion are confident of future vic-
tory.
|1 The U.S. Ninth Circuit Court
|| of Appeals ruled that the CNMI

il Supreme Court wrongly applied.

i| the “resulting trust” theory when
‘| finding a violation of Article 12.
| Article 12 prohibits people of
| non-Northern Marianas descent
from owning land in the North-
| ern Mariana Islands. -

1 The CNMI Supreme Court
had ruled in favor of Rosalia M.
Borja and her family, saying that
Article 12 was violated when
Borja sold the land to Diana C.
Ferreira, who bought the land
using meney supplied by some-
one who was not of Northern
Marianas descent.

The CNMI Supreme Court
found that Ferreira was acting
as an agent-trustee for the per-
son who provided the money and

that a “resulting trust” was cre-
ated in favor of the persan of non-
Northern Marianas descent.
The Ninth Circuit disagreed,
however, stating that courts in
4 ind a sosulting trast im favar
to a ing trust in favor
of a person who purchased land
under another’s name if that per-
son did so in order to accomplish
an illegal purpose.” )
That means if the resulting
trust is illegal, there can be no re-
sulting trust. Applied to the Fer-
reira case, that means investors
of non-Northern Marianas de-
scent had no control over what
Ferreira did with the land title
because no resulting trust was
created in favor of those in-

‘vestors.

Ferreira’s lawyers, the firm of
Carlsmith, Ball, Wichman, Mur-
ray, Case, Mukai and Ichiki, is-
sued a release yesterday hailing
the decision as significant.

According to the release, the
“Ninth Circuit’s rejection of the
resulting trust doctrine is ex-
pected to have significance far
beyond this case, since the CNMI
Supreme Court’s application of
this doctrine has led to the filing

of many lawsuits based on this
theory.”

David Nevitt, who has been
handling the case for Carlsmith’s
Saipan office, refused further
comment.,

" Borja’s lawyer, Ted Mitchell,
gaid the Ninth Circuit's ruling is
only a temporary setback.

“The Ninth Circuit did not say
that the result was wrong,” he
said. “It did not say that the
transaction did not violate Arti-
cle 12. It just said that the rea-
soning used by the court was
wrong.”

Mitchell also blasted the Ninth
Circuit for ruling on a matter of
commonwealth law.

“The Ninth Circuit has no
business telling the CNMI
Supreme Court how to interpret
commonwealth law.The
Supreme Court has that author-
ity by virtue of the (Common-
wealth) Covenant, as agreed by
both the United States and the
Northern Marianas.” he said. “In
my opinion, the Ninth Circuit’s
ruling is a blatant violation of
the Covenant and of the com-
monwealth’s right to self-gov-
ernment.”

5 .
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CiNMI voters pushing
for-proposed land bill

B SMART: Group
leads drive to darify

By DAN PHILLIPS
Daily News Staff -
SAIPAN — More than 1,500

voters signed ‘a petition de-

manding that lawmakers act
on a proposed legislation pro-
viding -guidelines for the in-
terpretation of a constitution-
al provision restricting land
ownership in the Common-

wealth of the Nort.hem Mari-

ana Islands, .

Lawsuits mvo.vmg Article
12, which limits ownership of
land to people of Northern
Marianas descent, ve been
blamed for economic ;noblems
in the CNML -

Abi]lthattakéétmnmneof.'

the leading concerns about liti-
gatlon involving alleged viola-
tions of Article 12 has been
passed by the Senate and is now
awaiting action in the House.
The bill clarifies the applica-

tion of the “resulting trust” doc--

trine in cases involving Article
12, limitations on how much
lawyers can charge for work in
Article 12-related cases, equx

table compensation for anyone
losing land due to an Article 12

.violation, and a statute of limi-

tations on lawsuits alleging Ar-
ticle 12 violations.

House Speaker Thomas P.
Villagomez said House mem-
bers have some concerns about
language in the bill and that it
is still under review.

He also said the House is
waiting to see what happens
to Rep. Stanley T. Torres’
bill, which takes up only the
legal fees’issue. The bill is
now on Gov. Larry 1. Guer-
rero’s desk.

The petition drive is led by a

group-calling itself SMART —

‘Saipanese. Mobilized on Arti- |

tle Twelve.
‘Comnie Coward, a member

‘of the group, said in a news re-

lease the group realizes that
the Legislature won’t be work-
ing much longer this year be-
cause it is'almost time to pay
attention to.campaigning for
this November’s election.

“We want our elected leaders

to know how strongly we feel

“that everything we care about

~ our culture, our economy,
even our personal relationships
with each other — is in danger
because of the continuing Arti-
cle 12 crisis,” she said.




a/3/13

Soap opera-like conditions continued to sur-

ind litigation involving Saipan lawyer Ted
mitchell and multi-millionaire businessman
Larry L. Hillblom at a Superior Court hearing,

as Mitchell’s conspiracy theories were labeled a
“fairy tale” by Hillblom’s lawyer.

Richard W. Pierce, Hillblom's lawyer, said
that Mitchell’s theory that Hillblom is the mas-
termind behind three taxpayer-based cases al-
leging violations of Article 12 of 4k Common-
wealth Constitution issmotfeingespore than a

“ane-way verdeita, ammb%hh&:heﬂ to

T get Larry Hillblom.”
get’l'he Hillblom-Mitchell battle has over
into the U.S. District Court, where has

filed a lawsuit alleging that —
mbchellusedlﬂegalextxnton- v,
ist tactics against Hillblom.::- - §

At a hearing involving one of
! the Article 12-related cases on

, Pierce asked Pre-

i wuing Judge Alex C. Castro not
“to allow Mitchell to interview
Hillblomortogmnaccessto
Hillhlom’s financial records, as- §

¢y “cannot be presum:
court’sauthontytoobtamallendeneepeﬂmn
" -to the matters at hand.”

jerce countered by saying that Mitchell has
woe burden to show why the court should allow . -

him to violate Hillblom’s privacy rights.
Castro took the arguments under considera-
tion and is expected to rule soon. '

Since the three taxpayer-based lawsuits were
d:sm:ssedearch JudgesCastmandM:guel
havegrvean:henan
’ to hmbehefthatthetaxpayerawm

m r Hillblom. for the
smshﬁcahon mqmry
ing that the 1eforthethree
cases be ma etopa -

volved, which have pi edupbeyond
Could they

win by losing?

On Wednesday, Mitchell went further with
his theary, saying tiat the evidence he has gath-
ered so far suggests that Hillblom and DFS
Saipan Ltd. (formerly Duty Free Shoppers) con-
spired to filed the cases, get a court
against themselves and 'theén seek return of the
property from the government.

The lawsuits, two filed in the name of Loren-
z0 M. Ayuyu of Rota and the other in the name
of Mario Taitano of Saipan, clainved that if land
deals occurred that violated Article 12, the Com-

be returned to the government.
~ticle 12 restricts ownership of Northern

descent.

Mitchell,

Hillblom
joust

——

*# 0 Continued from Page 1

1 ; Mitchell disagrees that the

rties in question should be

f eited to the government.
. But he said that in cases
where land is forfeited, the Con-

issee- -

monwealth Constitution mandates that the- -

ianas land to_people ofNorthemMmanaa '

; DSeeLAv_vsuns,Pagea iw

.:\

stitution provides that the gov-
emment has the power to return
the property to the corporation

. that lost if the loss of the land

causes “undue hardship,” and if
the corporation meets the re-
quirements of Article 12.
Pierce responded by calling
‘Mitchell's theory a “fairy tale”
that hasno evidence behind it.
He said that DFS asked the
court to dismiss the case, saying,

¢ “IfDuty Free wanted a judgment

against itself, why would it move

" for dismissal?

MPLC declines

to get involved
The three lawsuits, which in-
volve Hillblom's San Roque

. beachfront property, the DFS

shop in Garapan and the Pacif-
ic Islands Club in San Antonio,

- | were dismissed amid suggestions

the Marianas Public Land Corp.
may intervene and pursue issues

. identical to those in the previ-

1
{

r-MN ‘4 TRy {‘:

ously filed lawsuits involving the

: same properties.

MPLC, however, decided not

T ‘1 to get mvolved, leavmg opea the

ﬁsmblhty that the cases could
s -

g/

a\\

-
1 In court
o By DAN PHILLIPS

] Daily News S&ff

wsuits: Court feud

on a hunt to find “the real
plaintiffs,” a search that he said
has been blocked by “cbstruc-
tionist tactics.”

He said the evidence so far has
shown that “seven lawyers con-
spired to put together all three
lawsuits and file them in Decem-
ber 1992, then prosecute them.”

So far, though, no factual link
to Hillblom has surfaced.
Mitchell is trying to-find out
where the money to pay for the
lawsuits originated.

Billing records indicate that
the money trail traces back to
Saipan lawyer Robert J. O’Con-
nar, a close friend and associate
of Hillblom.

Pierce said that Mitchell's “re-
lentless pursuit to show that
Hillblom financed, encouraged
and urged the suits is of no pur-
pose,” and that it is a waste of
taxpayers’ money.

Mitchell is pursuing the in-
vestigation in his capacity as le-
gal counse! for the Marianas
Public Land Trust.

Mitchell's cases that allege vi-
olations of Article 12 and seek
return of property to original
landowners have been identi-
fied as a significant factor in the
downturn of the common-
wealth’s economy, prompting
strong reactions from the com-
munity that include proposed
legislation to address certain Ar-
ticle 12 legal issues.

DR S



What Article 12 has done

Dear Editor: lived with a family thatmy father  and language differences that I
Letme start by saying thatIam  knew while be went to school.  experienced. This time was very
an indigenous resident of Saipan ~ This family treated me like I was  difficult atfirst, but the helpof my
whose beenliving inSaipansince  one of their family for the four  “new family” and the constant
myreturn fromoollegethreeyears  years I stayed with them. encouragement I received from
ago. Before that, I spent my en- Ihadwoworkveryhardinschool  them made the roughest spots
tire life in Saipan. to maintain the grade point aver-  seem muchr smoother than they
While in the States at school I  age that I had due to the culture continued on page 27
- —
IletterSO ¢ — wasd:azlwxﬂdbea‘ti:ll:tgohavea
would have been without them. my family there tookme asideand ~ place of my own whenIretumedto
When I graduated at the topof ~ told me they wanted to giveme a  Saipan.
myclassmy family hereinSaipan  giftto helpme get a good start back Upon my return I purchased a
and my family in the States were  in Saipan. Itoldthemthaimystay  nice piece of land and built a small
very proud and happy for me.  withthem and the tiines we shared tin house on it just to stant with. 1
Because my familyintheUSwas  wereagiftthatlwouldneverforget  marriedmy girlfriendof many years
very wealthy andmy Saipanfam-  and felt verymuchintheirdebtall  five months after my return and
ily had spent most of theirmoney ~ ready. They explained that since  with a good job thought that life
0 send me through school, they.  they had no children of theirown  was more than I had even hope for.
wouldnothavebeenabletoseemy  and were financially very well 10 Now, three years later I have two
graduation had it not been forthe  do that they wanted very much to wonderful children, a nice home,
generous gift of two tickets from  dothis onething forme. Whatthey . and acase against me to take away
my stateside family formyparents  did was o give me money tobuy  my land.
10 go and see my “big day”. land in Saipan and said that I could Why? What have I, my par-
Thedayweweretoleavethe US,  pay it back whenever Ifeltable o ents, my wife. my children or my
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family in the States done to de-
serve this. I'll tell you what we've
done wrong. Nothing. So why
are we in this position? Because
the person I bought the land from
knew that I got the money to pur-
chase it from an “outside source”
and went to talk to a certain attor-
ney about the situation. This“cer-
tain attorney™, who is also driven
by greed just like the person 1
purchased the land from. told him
that he could get him back “his
land™ because I was really just a
“front” for the people in the States
that really owned the land and
that violated Article 12,

This is what has happened toan
idea (Article 12) that intention
has been violated more than the
law itself. If you feel what is
happening to me is fair then go
ahead and continue 0 worship
this self appointed “attomey god”
that claims to be supporting the
local people. 1f there was asmuch
bonor in what this man is doing as
there is money, wouldn’t there be
other attomeys doing the same
thing? I guess some things are
Just to blatantly wrong for even
the other attormeys to accept
money for.

Name withheld by request.



What Article 12 has done

ear Editor:

4 Letme start by saying thatI am
an indigenous resident of Saipan
whose been living in Saipansince
my return from college three years
ago. Before that, I spent my en-
tire life in Saipan.

While in  States at school [

lived with a family that my father
knew while he went to school.
This family treated me like [ was
one of their family for the four
years I stayed with them.

I had to work very hard in school
to-maintain the grade point aver-
age that I had due 1o the culture
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and language differences that I
experienced. This lime was very
difficult at first, but the help of my
“new family” and the constant
encouragement I received from
them made the roughest spots
seem mv~* smoother than they

linued on page 27
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IJetters. Py contlnu;d from page 5

vould have been without them,
When 1 graduated at the top of
ny class my family here in Saipan
ind my family in the States were
very proud and happy for me.
Because my family in the US was
very wealthy and my Saipan fam-
ily had spent most of their money
'0 send me through school, they

wouldnothavebeenabletoseemy.

waduation had it not been for the
1enerous gift of two tickets from
ny stateside family for my parents
0 go and see my “big day"’.
Thedaywe weretoleavethe US,

my family there ook me aside and
told me:they wanted 10 give me a
gifttohelpme geta good start back
in Saipan. I told them that my stay
with them and the times we shared
were a gift thatI would never forget
and feltvery much in their detx all
ready, Whey explained that since
they hald no children of their own
and were financially very well to
do that they wanted very much to
dothisiriclhing forme. Whatthey
did wad'to give me money to buy
land in }aipan and said that I could
pay it ick whenever I felt able to
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doso. The important thing to them
was that [ would be able tohave a
place of my own when I returned to
Saipan.

Upon my return I purchased a
nice piece of 1and and built a small
tin house on it just to start with, I
married my girlfriendof many years
five months after my retun and
with a good job thought that life

was move than I had even bope for. .

Now, three years later I have two

-wonderful children, a nice home,

and a case against me to take away
my land.

Why? What have I, my par-
ents, my wife, my children or my

family in the States done to de-
servethis. I'lltellyouwhat we've
done wrong. Nothing. So why
are we in this position? Because
the person I bought the land from
knew that I got the money Lo pur-
chase it from an “outside source”
and went to talk to a certain attor-
ney about the situation. This"cer-
tain attorney”, who is also driven
by greed just like the person I
purchased the 1and from, told him
that he could get him back *“his
land” because I was really just a
“front” for the pcople in the States

This is what has happened to as
idea (Article 12) that intentior
has been violaled more than the
law itself. If you feel what i
happening to me is fair then gc
ahead and continue 10 worshij
this self appointed “attomey god'
that claims to be supporting the
local people. If there was as rucl
honor in what this man is doing a
there is money, wouldn’t there b
other attorneys doing the sam.
thing? I guess some things ar.
just to blatantly wrong for eve:
the other attomeys to accef

that really owned the land and  money for.
that violated Anicle 12, Name withheld by request.
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Solons told to get SMART on Article 1:

[N THE latest sign that CNMI cid-
zens want the Article 12 crisis
wlved now, more than 1,500 local
esidents have -signed a petition
:alling on legisiators 1o act on the
:1isis before ending their Jegisla-
ive session on Capitol Hill.

The petition-signers call them-
elves “SMART,” which stands for
Saipanese Mobilized on Article
2.” The petition reads as follows:

“IU'stime toact. Legisiators must
olve the Article 12 crisis,. We the
ndersigned, US citizens and resi-
ents of the CNMI, call upon our
egislature to act without delay o
>lve the Article 12 crisis and siop
1 lawsuits,

This crisis must be solved before
ur economy is ruined and more
sople lose their jobs. 1t must be
slved before our international
putsrion as a sccure place to do
a8 is destroyed. 1t must be
iy Lfore we lose faith in cach
‘her and in our word of honor. We
ant our legistators 1o face this
oblem now, and pay legisiation
-fore leaving Capitol Hill to cam-
dgn for re-clection.”

‘The names of those who have
3ned the petition so far, fill three

II pages of this newspaper, be-

aning on page —.
Marian Aldan-Pierce, a spokes-
T50n for SMART, said that as of
wrsday aftemoon, over, 1,500
calresidents had signed the peti-
atand that more are adding their
mes every day.
‘We want our elected keaders to
yw how strongly we feel that
:rything we care about — our
ture, our economy, even our
sonaf relationships with each
er —isin danger because of the
tinuing Article 12 crisis,” said
:y Dlg. Nielsen of SMART.
TheLegnslaturehascomealmg
/ in recognizing the problem,
ling hcanngs and drafting leg-
tion,” said another spokesper-
+Connie B. Coward. “Butnow,
1 very few days remaining in
legislative session, we want
110 know that we cxpect them

to pass the Article 12 bill now be-
fore them, and the govemor 10 sign

" It, before they start campaigning,”

she added.

Coward was referring to Senate
Bill 8-124, which has passed the
Senate and is now awaiting action
by the House.

SB-8124 auacks the crisis from
various angles: it would put a cap
on the size of legal fees in Anicle
12 lawsuits, and would fairly com-
pensate the losing parties in Article
12 cases for the cost of improve-
ments on their land. the new law
would also establish the
Legislature's intended application
of the “resulting trusi™ doctrine to
Article 12 cases, and create a stat-
ute of liitations aputicable to the
filing of AstisZle 12 lawsuits.

S.MA.R.T. pecple at work. ConnloB
lhan 1,500 slgnafums by local residents on}

(Iolt), MarlanAIdnn—Pbma andLucy DLG Nieisen counfmm
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