
RULES OF PROCEDURE 

FOR THE 

NORTHERN MARIANAS SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 

ADOPTED JUNE 18 ,  1985 
AS AMENDED JUNE 20, 1985 

1. Pre-Convention Committee Chairman t o  Convene 

Convention.   he Pre-Convention Chairman s h a l l  convene t h e  

Northern Marianas C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention i n  Saipan,  Northern 

Mariana I s l a n d s ,  on June 18,  1985, a t  9:00 a.m. The Convention 

s h a l l  adjourn no la ter  than  J u l y  1 7 ,  1985. 

2. Pre-Convention Committee Chairman a s  Act ing 

Pres ident .  The Pre-Convention Committee Chairman s h a l l  a c t  a s  , 

p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Convention u n t i l  the Convention e l e c t s  a 

p re s iden t  from among i t s  membership. 

3. Deleqa tes '  o a t h  of  Of f i ce .  The Governor s h a l l  

adminis te r  the fo l lowing  oa th  o f  a f f i r m a t i o n  t o  the d e l e g a t e s  - en 

masse: 

" I  do solemnly swear ( o r  a f f i rm)  t h a t  I w i l l  f a i t h f u l l y  execute  

t h e  o f f i c e  of d e l e g a t e  t o  the Northern Marianas C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

Convention and w i l l ,  t o  the b e s t  of my a b i l i t y ,  suppor t  t h e  

Cons t i t u t i on  of t h e  United S t a t e s  and t h e  Covenant To E s t a b l i s h  a 

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  i n  P o l i t i c a l  Union 

with t h e  United S t a t e s  of America ( s o  h e l p  m e   GO^) .n 

4. Quorum of  the Convention. A quorum of t h e  - 
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' onvent ion  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of t h i r t e e n  ( 1 3 )  d e l e g a t e s ,  p r o v i d e d ,  

' \owever, t h a t  a t  l e a s t  one ( 1 )  d e l e g a t e  from each  s e n a t o r i a l  

d i s t r i c t  i s  p r e s e n t  f o r  t h e  t r a n s a c t i o n  of b u s i n e s s  by t h e  

Convent ion.  

5. M a j o r i t y  Necessary  t o  A c t .  No proposed amendments 

t o  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n s  s h a l l  b e  adop ted  by t h e  Convent ion  

e x c e p t  by t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e s  of n o t  less t h a n  t h r e e - f o u r t h s  
.. . 

( 3 / 4 )  of t h e  d e l e g a t e s  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  Convent ion ,  w i t h  d e l e g a t e s  

v o t i n g  o n l y  i n  p e r s o n .  A m a j o r i t y  of d e l e g a t e s  p r e s e n t ,  a  quorum 

be ing  p r e s e n t ,  s h a l l  be  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h e  t a k i n g  o f - a n y  o t h e r  

a c t i o n  e x c e p t  when t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  of  a  g r e a t e r  number s h a l l  

be  r e q u i r e d  by t h e s e  Rules .  

6. O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  Conven t ion  - - F i r s t  Orde r  of 

Bus ines s .  The f i r s t  o r d e r  of b u s i n e s s  a t  t h e  f i r s t  s e s s i o n  of 

t h e  Convent ion ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  c a l l  t o  o r d e r  by t h e  Pre-Convent ion  

Committee Chairman and t h e  i n v o c a t i o n ,  s h a l l  be t h e  r o l l  c a l l  of 

d e l e g a t e s  and t h e  e l e c t i o n  of t h e  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Conven t ion .  

7. Admission t o  F l o o r  - - Def ined .  No p e r s o n ,  o t h e r  

t h a n  a  d e l e g a t e ,  o f f i c e r ,  employee o r  c o n s u l t a n t  of t h e  

Convent ion ,  a c c r e d i t e d  news c o r r e s p o n d e n t  o r  p e r s o n  i n v i t e d  by t h e  

p r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  beadmitted on t h e  f l o o r  of t h e  Convent ion  

immedia te ly  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  t ime  s e t  f o r  any c a l l  t o  o r d e r  and 

immedia te ly  f o l l o w i n g  ad jou rnmen t .  Only d e l e g a t e s ,  o f f i c e r s ,  

employees ,  c o n s u l t a n t s  and such  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  a s  may be a u t h o r i z e d  

by t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o r  t h e  Convent ion  s h a l l  be a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  f l o o r  

of t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  s e s s i o n .  The p h r a s e  " f l o o r  of t h e  

Convention" means t h e  room o r  chamber where t h e  Conven t ion  s i t s  i n  
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e s s i o n ,  e x c l u d i n g  t h e  s p a c e  d e s i g n a t e d  f o r  v i s i t o r s  and f o r  t h e  

p r e s s .  ' 

8. O f f i c e r s .  The Conven t ion  s h a l l  e l e c t  a  p r e s i d e n t  

from among i t s  membership by s e c r e t  b a l l o t  v o t e .  The P r e s i d e n t  

s h a l l  a p p o i n t  from among i t s  membership t h r e e  (3)  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t s ,  

one from each  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t ,  a  f l o o r  l e a d e r  and t h e  
-. 

s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Convent ion .  

9. D u t i e s  of  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  The p r e s i d e n t  . s h a l l  

pe r fo rm t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d u t i e s :  

( a )  The p r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  have  t h e  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  s c h e d u l i n g  s e s s i o n s  of t h e  

Convent ion .  He/she ) s h a l l  c a l l  t h e  Convent ion 

t o  o r d e r  and ,  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  of a  

quorum, s h a l l  p roceed  t o  b u s i n e s s  i n  t h e  manner 

p r e s c r i b e d  by t h e s e  R u l e s ;  

( b )  He/she s h a l l  p r e s e r v e  o r d e r  and 

decorum and ,  i n  d e b a t e ,  s h a l l  c o n f i n e  d e l e g a t e s  

t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  u n d e r  d i s c u s s i o n .  When two 

( 2 )  o r  more d e l e g a t e s  a r i se  a t  t h e  same t ime ,  

he / she  s h a l l  name t h e  d e l e g a t e  e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  

f l o o r ;  

( c )  He/she s h a l l  d e c i d e  a l l  q u e s t i o n s  of 

o r d e r ,  s u b j e c t  t o  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  Convent ion.  On 

e v e r y  a p p e a l  h e / s h e  s h a l l  have t h e  r i g h t ,  i n  

h i s / h e r  p l a c e ,  t o  a s s i g n  h i s / h e r  r ea son  f o r  
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h i s / h e r  d e c i s i o n .  I n  c a s e  of such  a p p e a l  no 

d e l e g a t e  s h a l l  speak  more t h a n  once.  

( d )  He/she may s u b s t i t u t e  any d e l e g a t e  t o  

per form t h e  d u t i e s  of t h e  c h a i r ,  b u t  f o r  no 

l o n g e r  p e r i o d  t h a n  two ( 2 )  c o n s e c u t i v e  

Convent ion d a y s ,  e x c e p t  by s p e c i a l  c o n s e n t  of 
*. 

t h e  Convent i o n ;  

.- 
( e )  When t h e  Convent ion  s h a l l  be  r eady  t o  

go i n t o  Committee of t h e  Whole, h e / s h e  s h a l l  

name a  cha i rman t o  p r e s i d e  t h e r e i n .  The 

p r e s i d e n t  may d e s i g n a t e  h i m s e l f l h e r s e l f  t o  

s e r v e  a s  cha i rman  of t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole; 

( f )  When n e c e s s a r y  o r  r e q u i r e d ,  he / she  

s h a l l  c e r t i f y  a l l  o f f i c i a l  a c t s  of t h e  

Convention w i t h  t h e  d a t e  t h e r e o f ;  

( g )  He/she s h a l l  d e c l a r e  t h e  v o t e  and 

announce t h e  r e s u l t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  f a c t  on 

a l l  q u e s t i o n s  and d i v i s i o n s ;  

( h )  He/she s h a l l  n o t  be r e q u i r e d  t o  v o t e  

e x c e p t  i n  c a s e  of a  t i e ;  

( i )  He/she s h a l l  s e r v e  a s  a  member ex 

o f f i c i o  w i t h o u t  a  v o t e  of t h e  f o u r  s u b s t a n t i v e  

commit tees  c r e a t e d  by Rule  2 4 ;  



( j )  He/she  s h a l l ,  i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  

t h e  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t s ,  e x e r c i s e  g e n e r a l  

s u p e r v i s o r y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o v e r  t h e  work of 

c o n s u l t a n t s  and employees ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  

s e c r e t a r y ,  a s s i s t a n t  s e c r e t a r y ,  j o u r n a l  and 

Convent ion  c l e r k s ,  s e r g e a n t s - a t - a r m s ,  and such  

o t h e r  employees a s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  . . 
Convent ion ,  none of whom e x c e p t  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  

s h a l l  be a  d e l e g a t e  t o  t h e  Conven t ion ;  
.- 

( k )  He/she s h a l l  s e r v e  a s  t h e  Chairman of 

t h e  Committee on O r g a n i z a t i o n  and P rocedures ,  

which commit tee  i s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  Ru le  23  and;  

( 1 )  He/she s h a l l  a p p o i n t  t h e  t h r e e  

v i c e - p r e s i d e n t s ,  t h e  f l o o r  l e a d e r  and t h e  

s e . c r e t a r y  of t h e  Convent ion .  

10. D u t i e s  of t h e  Vice P r e s i d e n t s .  The v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  

a p p o i n t e d  from Rota  s h a l l  be f i r s t  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ;  t h e  . 

v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  a p p o i n t e d  from T i n i a n  s h a l l  be second 

v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ;  and t h e  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  a p p o i n t e d  from S a i p a n  

s h a l l  be  t h i r d  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t .  The f i r s t  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  

have p recedence  o v e r  t h e  second v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  and t h e  second 

v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  have  p r e c e d e n c e  o v e r  t h e  t h i r d  

v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  f o r  t h e  pu rpose  of d e t e r m i n i n g  who s h a l l  p r e s i d e  

i n  t h e  temporary a b s e n c e  of t h e  p r e s i d e n t  and f o r  o t h e r  p u r p o s e s .  



I n  t h e  temporary  a b s e n c e  of t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  o r  i n  t h e  even t  

of h i s / h e r  temporary  i n a b i l i t y  t o  p r e s i d e ,  h i s / h e r  d u t i e s  s h a l l  

devolve  upon t h e  f i r s t  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  o r  i f  h e / s h e  a l s o  b e  

a b s e n t  upon t h e  second v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  o r  i f  he / she  t o o  be  a b s e n t  

upon t h e  t h i r d  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t .  Fo r  t h e  purpose  of t h i s  Ru le ,  t h e  

t e rms  l l temporary absence"  and " t empora ry  i n a b i l i t y "  s h a l l  mean an 

absence  o r  i n a b i l i t y  n o t  t o  exceed  f i v e  (5) c o n s e c u t i v e  

Convent ion  s e s s i o n s .  l l ~ o n & n t i o n  s e s s i o n 1 1  s h a l l  mean any day  on 

which t h e  Convent ion  meets .  The v i c e - p r e s i d e n t s  s h a l l  a l s o  s e r v e  

a s  members of t h e  Committee on O r g a n i z a t i o n  and P rocedures  

d e s c r i b e d  i n  Rule  23.  

11. Vacancy i n  t h e  O f f i c e  of  P r e s i d e n t .  I n  t h e  e v e n t  

of a  vacancy i n  t h e  o f f i c e  ,of p r e s i d e n t  by d e a t h  o r  r e s i g n a t i o n ,  

t h e  absence  of t h e  p r e s i d e n t  from h i s / h e r  d u t i e s  f o r  more t h a n  

f i v e  (5) c o n s e c u t i v e  Convent ion  s e s s i o n s ,  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  of t h e  

p r e s i d e n t  t o  d i s c h a r g e  h i s / h e r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  more t h a n  

f i v e  ( 5 )  c o n s e c u t i v e  Convent ion  s e s s i o n s ,  o r  o t h e r w i s e ,  t h e  

Convent ion s h a l l ,  by m a j o r i t y  v o t e  of t h e  e l e c t e d  d e l e g a t e s ,  

e l e c t  a  p r e s i d e n t  t o  f i l l  s u c h  vacancy .  Such e l e c t i o n  w i l l  

c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of t h e  d e l e g a t e s  t h a t  a  vacancy 

e x i s t s  i n  t h e  o f f  ice  of p r e s i d e n t .  

12. Vacancy i n  t h e  O f f i c e  of V i c e - P r e s i d e n t ;  Temporary 

Absence o r  I n a b i l i t y  of Vice P r e s i d e n t .  In  t h e  e v e n t  of a  

vacancy i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of any v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  by d e a t h ,  r e s i g n a t i o n  

o r  o t h e r w i s e ,  t h e  Convent ion  s h a l l ,  by m a j o r i t y  v o t e  of t h e  

e l e c t e d  d e l e g a t e s ,  e l e c t  a  new v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  from t h e  same 

s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  a s  t h a t  of h i s / h e r  p r e d e c e s s o r  i n  o f f i c e .  



I n  t h e  temporary  a b s e n c e  of any v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o r  i n  t h e  

e v e n t  of t h e  temporary  i n a b i l i t y  on t h e  p a r t  of any 

v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  t o  d i s c h a r g e  t h e  d u t i e s  of h i s  o f f i c e ,  h e / s h e  

s h a l l  have t h e  power t o  d e s i g n a t e  and a p p o i n t  some o t h e r  d e l e g a t e  

of t h e  same s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  t o  d i s c h a r g e  t h e  d u t i e s  of h i s  

o f f  i c e  d u r i n g  h i s  t empora ry  a b s e n c e  o r  temporary  i n a b i l i t y  . 

13.  D u t i e s  of  t h e  F l o o r  Leader .  The f l o o r  l e a d e r  s h a l l  
., * 

a s s i s t  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  and s h a l l  per form t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d u t i e s :  

( a )  He/she s h a l l  p ropose  r o u t i n e  mot ions  

f o r  t h e  o r d e r l y  and speedy  c o n d u c t  of b u s i n e s s ;  . 

( b )  He/she s h a l l  a c t  a s  f l o o r  manager i n .  

a i d  of t h e  a d o p t i o n  of p r o p o s a l s  o r  r e s o l u t i o n s  

where a n o t h e r  d e l e g a t e  d o e s  n o t  assume t h i s  

t a s k ;  and 

( c )  He/she s h a l l  per form s u c h  o t h e r  

d u t i e s  a s  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o r  t h e  Convent ion  s h a l l  

d e s i g n a t e .  

14.  D u t i e s  of t h e  S e c r e t a r y .  I t  s h a l l  be  

t h e  d u t y  of t h e  S e c r e t a r y :  

( a )  To a t t e s t  by h i s  o r  h e r  s i g n a t u r e  a l l  

proposed c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendments and 

r e s o l u t i o n s  a d o p t e d  by t h e  Convent ion ,  o r d e r s ,  

p r o c e e d i n g s  and o t h e r  documents i s s u e d  by o r d e r  

of t h e  Convent ion.  .- 



(b) To certify and transmit or cause to 

be transmitted to the Governor, the President 

of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of 

Representatives all proposed constitutional 

amendments and resolutions adopted by the 

Convention. 

(c) To call the roll at the opening of 

each session of the Convention, and the 

President shall announce whether or not a 

quorum is present. 

15 (A) . Duties of the Administrative Officer . 
Pursuant to the direction of the president, the 

administrative officer shall perform the following 

duties : 

(1) He/she shall supervise the employees 

of the Convention; 

( 2 )  He/she shall keep and cause to be 

kept a daily journal of the Convention 

proceedings, summarizing the matters considered 

and the actions taken by the Convention, and 

shall provide a copy of the journal for the 

precedinb day on which the Conventicm met to 

each delegate before the start of each session; 



( 3 )  He/she shall distribute or cause to 

be distributed the agenda of the business of 

the Convention for each day that the Convention 

meets to the delegates or others as appropriate; 

( 4 )  He/she shall prepare for duplication 

all proposals and-other documents that are 

required to be duplicated under these Rules; 

( 5 )  He/she shall give a number to every 

delegate proposal for the Constitution when 

introduced, and the numbers shall be in 

numerical order. When a committee 
, 

recommendations is reported, he/she shall give 

it a number, in separate series for each 

committee, which shall be known as the 

committee recommendation number. He/she shall 

keep the several proposals and recommendations 

on file in order by their numbers, unless 

otherwise ordered by the Convention. "Delegate 

proposal" and "committee recommendation" shall 

have the same meaning for the purpose of this 

Rule as they have for the purposes of Rule 54; 

( 6 )  He/she shall preserve all proposals, 

reports of committees and all other records, 

books, documents and papers of the Convention 
- 



and after  the  adjournment of the  Convention 

s h a l l  make such d i s p o s a l  of them as t h e  

Convention s h a l l  direct;  

( 7 )  Ae/she s h a l l  a r r ange  f o r  t h e  

record ing  of  t h e  Convention proceedings and t h e  

t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of  such record ing;  and no 

bus iness  may be t r a n s a c t e d  by t h e  Convention i n  

t h e  absence of  a  quorum. Presence o f  a 

major i ty  of  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a 

quorum: provided t h a t ,  a t  least one de l ega te  i s  

p r e s e n t  f r o m  each of  t h e  t h r e e  s e n a t o r i a l  

districts; and 

( 8 )  He/she s h a l l  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  use of a l l  

Convention rooms and equipment and p e r f o m  such 

o t h e r  d u t i e s  as a r e  a s s igned  t o  him'. 

1S(B).  Dut ies  of o t h e r  Employees. The fo l lowing  employees 

of t h e  Convention s h a l l  have t h e  d u t i e s  s p e c i f i e d  below: 

(1) A s s i s t a n t  Adminis t ra t ive  Of f i ce r :  

The a s s i s t a n t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e r  s h a l l  a i d  

t h e  admin i s t r a t ive  o f f i c e r  i n  performing t h e  

d u t i e s  l i s t e d  i n  Rule 15(A) and s h a l l  s e r v e  s u b j e c t  

t o  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e r ;  

( 2 )  Serqeants-at-Arms : A s  t h e  ch ie f  

p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  Convention, t h e  



sergeants-at-arms shall assist the president in 

maintaining order in the Convention and shall 

perform such other duties as are assigned to them 

by the president or the administrative officer; 

and 

(2) Journal Clerks: The journal clerks 

shall, under the superversion of the 

administrative officer, prepare the daily journal 

that is required by Rule 15 ( A ) .  

16. Conduct of Debate. When any delegate is about to 

speak in debate or to present any matter to the Convention, 

he/she shall rise from hi$ seat and address -himself to "m. 

PresidentR; he/she shall not speak until recognized, and when 

recognized he/she shall confine himself to the question under 

consideration and avoid personalities. 

17. Deleqates Called to Order. The president or any 

delegate may challenge any other delegate who, on speaking, 

violates the Rules of the Convention. Upon such challenge, the 

president may order the speaker to sit down. The president's 

order to sit down, or the failure of the president to order the 

speaker to sit down, may be appealed to the Convention. 

18. Times Deleqates May Speak. Except as otherwise 

provided in these Rules, no delegate may speak more than once on 
- 

the same question without leave of a majority of those present 



and v o t i n g ,  u n l e s s  h e / s h e  be t h e  mover of t h e  m a t t e r  pending o r  

cha i rman  of t h e  commi t t ee  t h a t  r e p o r t e d  i t ,  i n  which c a s e  he / she  
e 

s h a l l  be  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  s p e a k  twice. N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h i s  

p r o v i s i o n ,  however, e a c h  d e l e g a t e  who s p e a k s  t o  a n  i s s u e  s h a l l  
' . 

have  t h r e e  ( 3 )  m i n u t e s  t o  r e b u t  r e s p o n s e s  t o  h i s  s t a t e m e n t .  

19. Genera l  L i m i t  o n  Debate .  Except  upon t h e  

a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  a. rnajo;ity of  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  p r e s e n t  and 

v o t i n g ,  no d e l e g a t e  may s p e a k  l o n g e r  t h a n  f i f t e e n  ( 1 5 )  minutes  

w i t h o u t  be ing  r e q u i r e d  by t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  t o  y i e l d  t h e  

f l o o r ,  p r o v i d e d ,  however ,  t h a t  any d e l e g a t e  s h a l l  be  p r i v i l e g e d  

t o  y i e l d  h i s  t u r n  t o  a n o t h e r  d e l e g a t e ,  whose r emarks  s h a l l  be  

l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  time y i e l d e d .  The r e s t r i c t i o n  imposed by t h i s  

Ru le  s h a l l  n o t  be a p p l i c a b l e  t o  cha i rmen and v i ce -cha i rmen  of  

commi t t ee s  when t h e y  a r e  p r e s e n t i n g  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e i r  commi t t ee s  

t o  t h e  Convent ion o r  t o  t h e  Committee o f  t h e  Whole, and t h e  same 

exempt ion  from t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  of t h i s  Ru le  s h a l l  a l s o  be  

a p p l i c a b l e  i n  t h e  c a s e  of  t h e  c h i e f  spokesman f o r  a  m a j o r i t y  

r e p o r t  of a  commit tee  of t h e  Convent ion.  

20. S e a t i n g .  D e l e g a t e s  s h a l l  b e  s e a t e d  i n  t h e  

Convent ion h a l l  by d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  p r e s i d e n t .  

21. Con te s t  o f  E l e c t i o n  o r  Appointment .  No p r o t e s t  o r  

p e t i t i o n  c o n t e s t i n g  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o r  a p p o i n t m e n t  of any d e l e g a t e  

s h a l l  be  r e c e i v e d  o r  c o n s i d e r e d  by t h e  Convent ion .  

22. Vacanc ies .  A vacancy  i n  t h e  o f f i q e  of any e l e c t e d  

d e l e g a t e  s h a l l  be f i l l e d  by t h e  c a n d i d a t e  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  n e x t  
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h ighes t  number of votes i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  of d e l e g a t e s  from t h e  

e l e c t o r a l  p rec inc t .  If t h e  next  d e l e g a t e  i n  l i n e  r e f u s e s  or is - 
n o t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  serve, and, i f  t h e  runner-up list is exhausted, 

t h e  mayor of t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  from which t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  de lega te  

w a s  e l e c t e d  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a person to  f i l l  t h e  vacancy. 

23.  Committee on-Organiza t ion  and Procedures.  The 

Committee on Organiza t ion  and Procedures s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of t h e  

p re s iden t  and t h r e e  v ice-pres ident rof  t h e  Convention and t h e  

chairmen of t h e  f o u r  ( 4 )  s u b s t a n t i v e  committees provided f o r  i n  

Rule 24. T h i s  committee s h a l l  p repa re  agenda f o r  the Convention, 

appoint  members of committees, oversee t h e  d r a f t i n g  o f  

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n s ,  coord ina te  t h e  work of  t h e  s u b s t a n t i v e  

committees, and be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  gen@ral bus ines s  of  t h e  

Convention. 

24. Subs t an t ive  Commit tees .  Four ( 4 )  s u b s t a n t i v e  

cormnittees s h a l l  be c r e a t e d  with t h e  fol lowing s u b j e c t  a r e a  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  

Name of Committee General S u b j e c t  Area 

Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s  Executive Branch, 

L e g i s l a t i v e  Branch, 

J u d i c i a l  Branch, and 

Washington Representa t ive  



personnal Rights & Natural B i l l  of f i g h t s ,  E l i g i b i l i t y  

Resources 

Finance & Other Matters 

t o  Vote, Land Alienat ion,  

Election Procedures and Natural  

Resources - 

Taxation & Finance and 

-. Other Matters 

Local Government Local Government & Corporations. 

25. Assignments of Committees. Delegate proposals  

s h a l l  be assigned by the  pres ident  t o  t he  appropriate  committee 

f o r  consideration. Notwithstanding t h e  above a l l oca t i on  of 

subjec t  area r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  committees; the Committee on 

Organization and Procedures may reass ign  matters among the  four 

committees a s  seems appropriate t o  accomplish the  work of t he  

Convention e f f i c i e n t l y .  

26. Discharge of Substantive C o d t t e s .  I f  one-third 

(1/3) of the  e l ec t ed  delegates  s h a l l  s o  request,  an i s s u e  under 

consideration by a substant ive committee s h a l l  be taken from its 

ju r i sd ic t ion  and placed before t he  Convention. 

27. c ember ship of Committees. Each delegate s h a l l  be a 

member of one and only one (1) substant ive  committee. I n  naming 

delegates t o  coxrnnittees, the  Pres ident  and the  Committee on 

Organization and Procedures s h a l l  s t r i v e  t o  appoint committees 

whose geographic composition is  propor t ional - to  t h a t  of t he  



Tonvention a s  a  whole p r o v i d e d ,  t h a t  each committee ( s u b s t a n t i v e ,  

sub-committee,  o r  s p e c i a l  ) s h a l l  have a t  l e a s t  one member from 

each of  t h e  t h r e e  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t s .  The s u b s t a n t i v e  

committees s h a l l  b e  of rough ly  e q u i v a l e n t  s i z e .  

28. Voting;  Acts  o f  t h e  Convention. No v o t i n g  s h a l l  be 

p e r m i t t e d  e x c e p t  i n  pe r son .  Except a s  o t h e r w i s e  p rov ided  by t h i s  

Act o r  i n  c a s e s  where t h e  d b l e s  of Procedure adopted by t h e  

Convention may p r o v i d e  f o r  a  g r e a t e r  vo t ing  requ i rement ,  any 

q u e s t i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  Convention o r  committee thereof--may be 

dec ided  by t h e  v o t e  of  a  m a j o r i t y  of  t h o s e  d e l e g a t e s  p r e s e n t  

and v o t i n g ,  a  quorum being p r e s e n t .  Adoption by t h e  Convention of 

proposed amendments t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  s h a l l  r e q u i r e  t h e  

a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  of a t  l e a s t  t h r e e - f o r t h s  ( 3 / 4 )  of t h e  d e l e g a t e s  
-- 

p r e s e n t ,  a quorum being p r e s e n t .  I n  t h e  event  t h r e e - f o r t h ~  of - 
t h e  d e l e g a t e s  p r e s e n t  is  a r i t h m e t i c a l l y  a  f r a c t i o n a l  number, t h e  

r e q u i r e d  v o t e  i s  rounded t o  t h e  n e x t  h i g h e s t  number. A r o l l  c a l l  

v o t e  s h a l l  be  r e q u i r e d  on any motion f o r  t h e  f i n a l  a d o p t i o n  of a 

proposed amendment t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  and, on such  v o t e s ,  t h e  

p r e v a i l i n g  s i d e  of t h e  v o t e  s h a l l  have t h e  a b s t e n t i o n s ,  f o r  t h e  

purpose of de te rmin ing  t h e  s u c c e s s  o r  f a i l u r e  of t h e  motion. 

29. Committee O f f i c e r s .  The chairman and v ice-chai rman 

of  each s u b s t a n t i v e  committee s h a l l  be appointed  by t h e  

p r e s i d e n t .  The v ice -cha i rman  s h a l l  a c t  a s  chairman d u r i n g  a  

temporary absence o r  temporary i n a b i l i t y  of t h e  chairman.  

"Temporary absencet t  and "temporary i n a b i l i  t y t l  s h a l l  have  t h e  same 

meaning f o r  the  purposes  o f  t h i s  Rule a s  they-have  f o r  t h e  

purposes of Rule 1 0 -  
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30. M e e t i n g s  During S e s s i o n s  of  t h e  Conven t ion  o r  t h e  

Committee of t h e  Whole. No s u b s t a n t i v e  commit tee  s h a l l  n e e t  

d u r i n g  a  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  Conven t ion  o r  o f  t h e  Committee of  t h e  

Whole e x c e p t  w i t h  t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s i d e n t .  

31. P u b l i c  H e a r i n g s  The f o l l o w i n g  R u l e s  s h a l l  be  

a p p l i c a b l e  t o  any p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  conduc ted  by a  commi t t ee ,  ' 

i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Committee o f  t h e  Whole. 

( a )  A commi t t ee  o f  t h e  Convent ion  may h o l d  p u b l i c  

h e a r i n g s  a s  and when i t  s o  d e t e r m i n e s ;  

( b )  The cha i rman  o f  t h e  commit tee  s h a l l  g i v e  p u b l i c  

n o t i c e  o f  e a c h  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  a s  f a r  i n  a d v a n c e  a s  i s  

p r a c t i c a b l e ;  

( c )  d a i d  p u b l i c  n o t i c e  s h a l l  be made by d e l i v e r i n g  a  

copy t h e r e o f  t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  and t h e  p r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  

d e l i v e r  o r  f o r w a r d  i m m e d i a t e l y  c o p i e s  t h e r e o f  t o  a l l  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  l o c a l  news media ;  

( d )  A copy of  s a i d  p u b l i c  n o t i c e  s h a l l  be p o s t e d  

p r o m i n e n t l y  i n  t h e  Conven t ion  chambers ;  

( e )  S a i d  p u b l i c  n o t i c e  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  t h e  d a t e ,  t ime 

and p l a c e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g ,  and a  c o n c i s e  d e s c r i p t i o n  
- 

of  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  o r  p r o p o s a l  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d ;  



( f )  A l l  p e r s o n s  w i s h i n g  t o  t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  a  

. c o m m i t t e e  s h a l l  be  a f f o r d e d  a  r e a s o n a b l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  do 

s o  ; 

( g )  E x p e r t  w i t n e s s e s  s h a l l  be  i n v i t e d  t o  t e s t i f y  

whenever  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  deems i t  n e c e s s a r y  o r  d e s i r a b l e ;  

- a  

( h )  W i t n e s s e s  s h a l l  be  r e q u e s t e d ,  where  a p p l i c a b l e ,  

t o  submi t  w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t s  of t h e i r  t e s t i m o n y ,  b u t  t h e  

l a c k  of  such  w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t s  s h a l l  n o t  be  u sed  t o  deny 

any w i t n e s s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t e s t i f y ;  

( i )  W i t n e s s e s  s h a l l  l i m i t  t h e i r  o r a l  t e s t i m o n y  t o  

f i f t e e n  ( 1 5 )  m i n u t e k ,  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  r e s t r i c t e d  o r  

e x t e n d e d  by t h e  c o m m i t t e e ;  

(j) For t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s ,  t h e  members 

of t h e  commi t t ee  a t t e n d i n g  s h a l l  r n r s t i t u t e  a  quorum. 

P r i o r  t o  conven ing  a  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  a u t h o r i z e d  under  t h e s e  

R u l e s ,  each  c o m m i t t e e  c o n d u c t i n g  such  h e a r i n g  s h a l l  

d e s i g n a t e  a  member t o  s i t  a s  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r .  I f  

t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  i s  n o t  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  

t h e  members a t t e n d i n g  s h a l l  d e s i g n a t e  a  p r e s i d i n g  

o f f i c e r .  The p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  s h a l l  m a i n t a i n  o r d e r  and 

decorum and r u l e  on a l l  p r o c e d u r a l  q u e s t i o n s  a r i s i n g  

d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  h e a r i n g .  R u l i n g s  of t h e  c h a i r  

may be o v e r - r u l e d  by a  m a j o r i t y  v o t e  of  t h e  commit tee  

members p r e s e n t .  I n  t h e  e v e n t  a r u l i n g - o f  t h e  c h a i r  i s  
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appealed, the presiding officer shall vote only in the 

event of a tie; and 

(k) All public hearings shall be recorded and 

transcribed. Copies of the transcription of each public 

hearing, together with any exhibits and other related 

materials as the committee may direct, shall be made, and 
_. . 

a copy thereof shall be made available to each delegate as 

soon as practicable. 

32. Formation of the Committee of the Whole. The 

Convention may upon motion resolve itself into a Committee of the 

Whole for the consideration of delegate proposals and committee 

recommendations for provisions of the Constitution and for the 

transaction of other business. 

33. Limitation of Debate in the Committee of the 

Whole. Before a proposal shall be considered by the Committee - 
of the Whole, any delegate (the chairman of the substantive 

committee in charge of the proposal having prior right) shall be 

privileged to move a limitation upon the time of debate and 

consideration by the Committee, and for the Convention may fix in 

advance of consideration a time for the Committee to rise and 

report. 

34. Considerati.on of Business by the Committee of the 

Whole. Upon a delegate proposal or committee,recommendation 



being  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  Committee of  t h e  Whole, t h e  same s h a l l  be 

r ead  by t h e  s e c r e t a r y  o r  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  d e s i g n a t e d  by t h e  

cha i rman of t h e  Committee of  t h e  Whole and deba ted  a s  may be  

de te rmined  by t h e  Committee. A l l  amendments made t o  r e p o r t s ,  

r e s o l u t i o n s  and o t h e r  m a t t e r s  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  Committee of  t h e  

Whole s h a l l  be  no ted  and r e p o r t e d .  A f t e r  t h e  r e p o r t  by t h e  
\ 

Committee of  t h e  Whole, t h e ' - p r o p o s a l  may be deba ted  and amended 

on t h e  f l o o r  of t h e  Convent ion.  

35. Ru les  of t h e  Committee of  t h e  Whole. Except  a s  

o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  by t h e s e  R u l e s ,  t h e  Ru les  of t h e  Convent ion  

s h a l l  be obse rved  i n  t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole s o  f a r  a s  t h e y  

a r e  a p p l i c a b l e .  I n  c a s e s  ~ o n c e r n i n g  which t h e  Ru les  c o n t a i n  no 

a p p l i c a b l e  p r o v i s i o n s ,  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  s h a l l  b e  c o n t r o l l e d  by 

R o b e r t ' s  R u l e s  of Order .  

36. Quorum of t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole. A quorum f o r  

t h e  Committee of  t h e  Whole t o  do b u s i n e s s  i s  a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  Rule  

4. I f  t h e  Committee f i n d s  i t s e l f  w i t h o u t  a  quorum, t h e  chairman 

s h a l l  c a u s e  t h e  r o l l  o f  t h e  Convent ion  t o  be c a l l e d ,  and 

the reupon  t h e  Committee s h a l l  r i se ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  resume t h e  

c h a i r ,  and t h e  cha i rman s h a l l  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  Convent ion  t h e  cause  

of t h e  r i s i n g  of t h e  Committee. 

37. R i s i n g  of t h e  Committee of  t h e  Whole. A motion f o r  

t h e  r i s i n g  of  t h e  Committee o f  t h e  Whole s h a l l  a lways be  i n  o r d e r  

u n l e s s  a  member of t h e  Committee i s  speak ing  o r  .- a  v o t e  i s  be ing  

t a k e n  and s h a l l  be  d e c i d e d  w i t h o u t  d e b a t e .  
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38. Order o f  Business .  The o rde r  o f  bus iness  of t h e  

~onven . t i on  s h a l l  be as fo l lows:  

C a l l  t o  o r d e r  and pre l iminary  matters; 

S i l e n t  p r a y e r  or medi ta t ion;  

Rol l  c a l l ;  

Reports  o f  committees; 

I n t r o d u c t i o n  and f i r s t  reading and r e f e r r a l  

of p roposa l s ;  

Second and f i n a l  reading of proposa ls ;  

Motions and r e s o l u t i o n s ;  

Unfinished bus iness ;  

S p e c i a l  Orders of  t h e  day; and 

General  o r d e r s  of  t h e  day. 

39. Recordinq i n  Jou rna l .  No memorial, remonstrance o r  

p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  be read  o r  recorded i n  f u l l  i n  t h e  jou rna l  un less  

ordered read o r  recorded by t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  vote  of  a ma jo r i ty  o f  

those  p re sen t  and vot ing .  

40. S t a t i n g  Motions. When a motion is  made, it s h a l l  

be s t a t e d  t o  t h e  Convention by t h e  p r e s i d e n t ;  o r ,  i f  i n  w r i t i n g ,  

it s h a l l  be handed t o  t h e  convention s e c r e t a r y  o r  h i s / h e r  

designee and read a loud t o  t h e  Convention before  be ing  debated.  

A "Motion" w i t h i n  t h i s  r u l e  i nc ludes  only t h e  p r i v i l e g e d  

motions l i s t e d  i n  Rule 42 o r  a motion o f  merely p rocedura l  

cha rac t e r ,  such as t o  t a k e  from t h e  t a b l e  o r  -to send a 



e r g e a n t - a t - a r m s  f o r  a b s e n t e e s .  A l l  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  ( e x c e p t  

d e l e g a t e  p r o p o s a l s  and commit tee  recommendat ions)  s h a l l  be 

p r e s e n t e d  a s  r e s o l u t i o n s .  

Every r e s o l u t i o n ,  o t h e r  t h a n  a  p r o p o s a l ,  s h a l l  b e  

s u b m i t t e d ,  r e a d  by t i t l e  and r e f e r r e d  a s  a p p r o p r i a t e .  If t h e  

Ru le s  a r e  suspepded  t o  p e r m i t  immedia te  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of a  
.' 

r e s o l u t i o n ,  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  b e  r e a d  i n  f u l l  t o  t h e  

Convent ion b e f o r e  i t  i s  c o n s i d e r e d .  
,- 

41. Withdrawal  of  Mot ions .  A f t e r  a , m o t i o n  h a s  been 

s t a t e d  by t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o r  r e a d  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e r  o r  

h i s / h e r  d e s i g n e e ,  i t  s h a l l  be  deemed t o  b e  i n  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  of 

h e  Convent ion ,  b u t  i t  may b e  wi thd rawn  by t h e  maker a t  any t ime  

b e f o r e  be ing  amended o r  p u t  t o  a  v o t e .  

42. P r i v i l e g e d  Mot ions .  Ifhen a  q u e s t i o n  i s  unde r  

d e b a t e ,  no motion s h a l l  be  r ecekved  b u t :  

( a )  To amend t h e  agenda;  1 

( b )  To f i x  t h e  time t o  which  t o  a d j o u r n ;  ) N e i t h e r  

(.c) To a d j o u r n ;  ) amendable  

( d l  To t a k e  a  r e c e s s ;  ) n o r  

( e l  To r e c o n s i d e r ;  d e b a t a b l e  

( f )  To c a l l  f o r  t h e  o r d e r s  of t h e  day ;  1 

( g )  To l a y  on  t h e  t a b l e ;  1 

( h )  For  a  c a l l  of t h e  Conven t ion ;  1 



( i )  To l i m i t  d e b a t e ;  ) N e i t h e r  

( j )  To move t h e  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n  ) amendable  

( k )  To pos tpone  t o  a  day  c e r t a i n ;  ) n o r  d e b a t a b l e  

( 1 )  To pos tpone  i n d e f i n i t e l y ; )  D e b a t a b l e  b u t  n o t  

(m) To commit; and ) amendable  

( n )  To amend. 

The moti'ons l i s t e d  th t h i s  Rule  s h a l l  t a k e  p r e c e d e n c e  i n  

o r d e r  i n  which they  s t a n d  a r r a n g e d ,  w i t h  ( a )  t a k i n g  p r e c e d e n c e  

o v e r  ( b ) ,  ( b )  over  ( c ) ,  and s o  f o r t h .  A l l  o f  them s h a l l  b e  

d e c i d e d  by t h e  v o t e  of  a  m a j o r i t y  of  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  and v o t i n g ,  

e x c e p t  t h a t  any motion t o  p o s t p o n e  i n d e f i n i t e l y  s h a l l  b e  d e c i d e d  

by t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  of  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  a l l  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  

Convent ion.  When a  r e c e s s  is t a k e n  w h i l e  a  q u e s t i o n  i s  pend ing ,  , 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of  such  q u e s t i o n  s h a l l  be resumed when t h e  

Convent ion  r e a s s e m b l e s ,  u n l e s s  i t  d e t e r m i n e s  o t h e r w i s e .  No 

motion t o  pos tpone  t o  a  day c e r t a i n ,  o r  t o  commit, hav ing  been 

dec ided  by t h e  Conven t ion ,  s h a l l  a g a i n  b e  i n  o r d e r  on t h e  same 

day  o r  a t  t h e  same s t a g e  of t h e  q u e s t i o n .  Whenever a  p r o p o s a l  i s  

b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  and a  mot ion  i s  t h e n  made*, e i t h e r  t o  p o s t p o n e  

i n d e f i n i t e l y  o r  t o  commit,  amendments t o  t h e  pending p r o p o s a l  

s h a l l  f i r s t  be i n  o r d e r  b e f o r e  any v o t e  i s  t a k e n  on any such  

mot ion .  

43. Motion t o  Adjourn.  A motion t o  a d j o u r n  s h a l l  

a lways  be i n  o r d e r  e x c e p t  when a  motion t o  f i x  t h e  t ime  t o  which 

t o  a d j o u r n  o r  a  motion t o  amend t h e  agenda i s  pending .  



44. Motion t o  Take f r o m , t h e  T a b l e .  A f t e r  one ( 1 )  d a y ' s  

, l o t i c e ,  days  upon which t h e  Convent ion  does  n o t  s i t  n o t  be ing  

c o u n t e d ,  any m a t t e r  l a i d  on t h e  t a b l e  may be t a k e n  t h e r e f r o m  on 

mot ion ,  provided  t h a t  t h e  b u s i n e s s  of  t h e  c l a s s  of t h e  m a t t e r  t o  

be t a k e n  from t h e  t a b l e  would t h e n  be i n  o r d e r .  

45. Order of P u t t i n g  Q u e s t i o n s .  A l l  q u e s t i o n s  s h a l l  be 

p u t  i n  t h e  o r d e l  i n  which t h e y  a r e  moved, e icept  i n  t h e  c a s e  of 

p r i v i l e g e d  motions.  

46. Amendment Must be Germane. No motion o r  

p r o p o s i t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  a  s u b j e c t  d i f f e r e n t  from t h a t  u n d e r  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  a d m i t t e d  unde r  c o l o r  of an amendment o r  

s u b s t i t u t e .  
, 

47. Amendments To Be D i s t r i b u t e d .  No amendment t o  any 

commit tee  recommendation s h a l l  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  u n l e s s  i t  i s  

s u b m i t t e d  i n  w r i t i n g  and a  copy t h e r e o f  d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  f l o o r  . 
desk o f  each d e l e g a t e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  time t h e  amendment i s  o f k e r e d .  

48. D i v i s i o n  of Q u e s t i o n .  Any d e l e g a t e  may c a l l  f o r  a  

d i v i s i o n  of  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  which s h a l l  be d i v i d e d  i f  i t  i n c l u d e s  

p r o p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  s o  d i s t i n c t  i n  s u b s t a n c e  t h a t  when one i s  

removed o r  d e f e r r e d ,  a  s u b s t a n t i v e  p r o p o s i t i o n  r ema ins  f o r  t h e  

d e c i s i o n  of t h e  Convent ion.  A motion t o  s t r i k e  ou t  and i n s e r t  

s h a l l  n o t  be s u b j e c t  t o  d i v i s i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  meaning of t h e  Rule.  

Whenever a q u e s t i o n  h a s  been  d i v i d e d ,  no f i n a l  v o t e  s h a l l  
* 

be t a k e n  on any d i v i s i o n  u n t i l  a l l  of t h e  d i v i s i o n s  t h e r e o f  have 



5 e e n  c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  amendment,  a f t e r  which f u r t h e r  amendments t o  

any  d i v i s i o n  s h a l l  be  i n  o r d e r ,  and t h e r e a f t e r  e a c h  d i v i s i o n  w i l l  

b e  p u t  t o  f i n a l  v o t e .  

C a l l i n g  f o r  P r e v i o u s  Q u e s t i o n .  The method of 

o r d e r i n g  t h e  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n  s h a l l  be  a s  f o l l o w s :  Any d e l e g a t e  

may move t h e  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n  a n d ,  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  s t a t e d ,  t h e  
.. . 

mot ion  s h a l l  a p p l y  t o  t h e  p e n d i n g  q u e s t i o n  o n l y .  The p r e s i d i n g  

o f f i c e r  s h a l l  p u t  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  " S h a l l  t h e  main q u e s t i o n  now be 

p u t ? "  T h i s  s h a l l  b e  o r d e r e d  o n l y  by a  m a j o r i t y  of  &he d e l e g a t e s  

p r e s e n t  and v o t i n g .  A f t e r  t h e  s e c o n d i n g  of a mot ion  f o r  t h e  

p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n  and  p r i o r  t o  t h e  o r d e r i n g  of t h e  same,  a  C a l l  

o f  t h e  Convent ion  may b e  moved and o r d e r e d ,  b u t  a f t e r  o r d e r i n g  

t h e  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n  n o t h i n g  s h a l l  be  i n  o r d e r  p r i o r  t o  t h e  

d e c i s i o n  of t h e  p e n d i n g  q u e s t i o n  o r  q u e s t i o n s ,  e x c e p t  demands f o r  

t h e  a y e s  and n a y s ,  p o i n t s  of  o r d e r ,  a p p e a l s  f rom t h e  d e c i s i o n  of 

t h e  c h a i r ,  and a  m o t i o n  t o  a d j o u r n  o r  t o  t a k e  a  recess, a l l  of 

which  s h a l l  be d e c i d e d  w i t h o u t  d e b a t e .  The e f f e c t  of  o r d e r i n g  

t h e  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n  s h a l l  be p u t  a n  end  t o  a l l  d e b a t e  and b r i n g  

t h e  Convent ion  t o  a  d i r e c t  v o t e  upon t h e  pend ing  q u e s t i o n .  When 

a mo t ion  t o  r e c o n s i d e r  h a s  been  t a k e n  u n d e r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n  

and d e c i d e d  i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p r e v i o u s  

q u e s t i o n  had been o r d e r e d  s h a l l  h a v e  no o p e r a t i o n  o r  e f f e c t  w i t h  

t h e  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  f o r  wh ich  r e c o n s i d . e r a t i o n  h a s  been  

o r d e r e d .  I f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  r e f u s e s  t o  o r d e r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  

q u e s t i o n ,  i t  s h a l l  r esume c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h e  p e n d i n g  s u b j e c t  a s  

t h o u g h  no mot ion  f o r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n  had been  made. 



50. S i n e  Die Adjournment .  A motion t o  a d j o u r n  t h e  

Convent ion  s i n e  d i e  s h a l l  n o t  be voted  upon u n t i l  a t  l e a s t  

f o r t y - e i g h t  ( 4 8 )  h o u r s  a f t e r  n o t i c e  i s  g i v e n  t o  t h e  d e l e g a t e s ;  

and t o  p a s s  t h i s  mo t ion  r e q u i r e s  an a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  a  

m a j o r i t y  of a l l  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  Convent ion.  

51. R e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  Convent ion.  ( a )  Any ques  ti011 

f i n a l l y  a d o p t e d  o r  r e j e c t e d .  by t h e  Convent ion may b e  r e c o n s i d e r e d  

on motion of any d e l e g a t e  a t  any t ime  b e f o r e  t h e  Convent ion  

a d j o u r n s  s i n e  d i e .  

( b )  No q u e s t i o n  may be r e c o n s i d e r e d  more t h a n  o n c e ,  

e x c e p t  i f  t h e  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i s  moved by d i r e c t i o n  of  t h e  

Committee on O r g a n i z a t i o n  and P rocedures  o r  by t h e  commit tee  
; .  

which r e p o r t e d  on t h e  m a t t e r  t o  b e  r e c o n s i d g r e d ,  o r  i f  moved 

a f t e r  submiss ion  o f  a  p e t i t i o n  s i g n e d  by two t h i r d s  (2/3) of t h e  

d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  Convent  i on .  

( c )  A u o t i o n  t o  r e c o n s i d e r  i n  Convent ion  may n o t  be 

c a l l e d  up u n t i l  t h e  s e c o n d  s e s s i o n  day a f t e r  i t  i s  moved, and 

s h a l l  r e q u i r e  an a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  of a  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  d e l e g a t e s  

t o  t h e  Convention. 

( d )  A motion  t o  r e c o n s i d e r  i n  Convent ion  may be  l a i d  on 

t h e  t a b l e  independen t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  t o  b e  r e c o n s i d e r e d ;  bu t  a  

ntotion t o  r e c o n s i d e r  moved by d i r e c t i o n  of a  commit tee  o r  

p u r s u a n t  t o  p e t i t i o n  o f  t h e  r e q u i r e d  number of d e l e g a t e s  as 



, r o v i d e d  a b o v e  s h a l l  b e  i n  o r d e r  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  t a b l i n g  o f  

any p r e v i o u s  m o t i o n  t o  r e c o n s i d e r .  

5 2 .  Quorurn Ca l l s .  A c a l l  of  t h c  C o n v e n t i o n  may be 

o r d e r e d  i f  t h e r e  i s  an a b s e n c e  o f  a quorum. 

53. P r o c e d u r e  f o r  Quorum C a l l s .  The r o l l  o f  t h e  
*. 

C o n v e n t i o n  s h a l l  b e  c a l l e d  by t h e  s e c r e t a r y  and t h e  a b s e n t e e s .  

In  sur-11 c a s e ,  a l i s t  o f  t h e  a b s e n t e e s  s h a l l  b e  f u r n i s h e d  by t h e  

s e c r e t a r s  t o  t h e  s e r g e a n t s - a t - a r m s ,  who s h a l l  b r i n g  s u c h  
* 

absentees t o  t i le  f l o o r  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  w i t h  a l l  p o s s i b l e  

s p e e d .  111 c a s e  t h e  s e r g e a n t s - a t - a r m s  s h a l l  r e q u i r e  a s s i s t a n c e ,  

t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  upon m o t i o n ,  may d e p u t i z e  a s  a  s p e c i a l  a s s i s t a n t  

s e r g e a n t - a t - a r m s  a n y  p e r s o n  p r o p e r l y  q u a l i f i e d .  The C o n v e n t i o n  

rilay p r o c e e d  t o  b e s i n e s s  u n d e r  a  C a l l  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  p e n d i n g  

t i le  a r r i v a l  of  any a b s e n t e e s .  

5 4 .  I n t r o d u c t i o n  of P r o p o s a l s  and  Recommendat ions .  Ans 

s u g g e s t i o n ,  p r o p o s i t i o l l  o r  d r a f c  i n t e n d e d  t o  become a  p a r t  of  t h e  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  o r  amendment t h e r e t o  o r  s c h e d u l e  t o  be a t t a c h e d  

t h e r e t o  s h a l l  be  c a l l e d  a  d e l e g a t e  p r o p o s a l  o r  a  c o m m i t t e e  

recommendat ion.  A p r o p o s a l  i n t r o d u c e d  by a  d e l e g a t e  s h a l l  be  

d e s i g n a t e d  a  d e l e g a t e  p r o p o s a l ,  and  a p r o p o s a l  s u b m i t t e d  by a 

c o m m i t t e e  s h a l l  be  d e s i g n a t e d  a  c o m m i t t e e  recommenda t ion .  A 

d e l e g a t e  p r o p o s a l  s h a l l  b e  e n d o r s e d  by t h e  d e l e g a t e  o r  d e l e g a t e s  

i n t r o d u c i n g  i t ,  and a  c o m m i t t e e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  e n d o r s e d  

by  the c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  s u b m i t t i n g  i t .  F i v e  ( 5 )  c o p i e s  

of  e v e r y  d e l e g a t e  p r o p o s a l  o r  c o m m i t t e e  r e c o m m n d a t i o n  s h a l l  be  

- 2 6 -  



d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  s e c r e t a r y ,  who s h a l l  c a u s e  t h e  same 

t o  b e  s u i t a b l y  numbered  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e d  a s  p r o m p t l y  a s  p o s s i b l e .  

No d e l e g a t e  p r o p o s a l  s h a l l  b e  i n t r o d u c e d  o n  t h e  l a s t  d a y  o f  t h e  

Convention, e x c e p t  u i  t h  t h e  unar l in ious  c n n s c n t  o f  t l l c  C o n v e n t i o n .  

55 .  O r d e r  o f  C o n s i d e r z t i o n .  'I'hc p r e s c r i b e d  o r d e r  i n  

w h i c h  p r o p o s a l s '  i n t r o d u c e c i  .in t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  a r e  t o  b e  t a k e n  up 

o r  a c t e d  upon  s h a l l  b e  a s  f o l l o w s :  

( a )  I n t r o d u c t i o n ,  f i r s t  r e a d i n g  by t i t l e ,  

r e f e r e n c e  t o  a  c o m m i t t e e  b!- t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  

and  o r d e r e d  d u p l i c a t e d  and  d i s t r i b u t e d  

u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  o r d e r e d  b y  a m a j o r i t y  o f  
; 

t h e  d e l e g a t e s  p r e s e n t  and  v o t i n g ;  

( b )  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  and  p l a c i n g  o n  t h e  

g e n e r a l  O r d e r s ;  

( c )  C o n s i d e r a t i o n  by t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  

I fho l e  i n  o r d e r  o f  t h e i r  r e f e r e n c e ;  

( d )  R e p o r t  by t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  l i h o l e  and  

r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  co~nmi  t t e e  o r  

t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  O r g a n i z a t i o n  a ~ l d  

P r o c e d u r e s  f o r  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  

d r a f t  p r o v i s i o n ;  



( e )  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  c o l a m i t t e e  o r  t h e  

C o m m i t t e e  o n  O r g a n i  = a t  i o n  and  P r o c e d u r e s  

t o  t h e  C o m ~ ~ ~ i t t e e  o f  t h e  \Sl lole;  

( f )  Second  reat l i r l :  and  p z s s a g e  o f  a d r a f t  

p r o v i s i o n ;  

7 .  

( g )  R e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  C O I I I L I ~  t t e e  on O r g a n i z a t i o n  

and  P r o c e d l t r e s  f o r  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n  f i n a l  

d r a f t  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ;  

( h )  R e p o r t  b y  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  on  O r g a n i z a t i o n  

a n d  P r o c e d u r e s  t o  t h e  C o n v e ~ l t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  

t h e  d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n ;  a n d  

( i )  C o n s i d e r a t i o n  by t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  

d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  

56.  Agenda .  The  C o m m i t t e e  o n  O r g a n i z a t i o n  and 

P r o c e d u r e s  s h a l l  p r e p a r e  a n  a g e n d a  f o r  e a c h  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  

C o n v e n t i o n .  The a g e n d a  s h a l l  b e  f u r n i s h e d  t o  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  

s e c r e t a r y ,  who s n a l l  d i s t r i b u t e  i t  t o  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  b e f o r e  t h e  

t i m e  se t  f o r  t h e  n e x t  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n .  The C o n v e n t i o n ,  

a t  a n y  t i m e  o r  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e  d u r i n g  a  s e s s . i o n ,  may, by t h e  

a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  and v o t i n g ,  

a d o p t ,  r e j e c t  o r  m o d i f y  t h e  d a i l y  a g e n d a  p r e s e n t e d  t o  i t .  

5 7 .  U n f i n i s h e d  S p e c i a l  O r d e r s .  Any su-b j e c t  m a t t e r  t h a t  
- 

h a s  b e e n  made a s p e c i a l  o r d e r  f o r  a  p 3 r t i c u l a r  d a y ,  b u t  w h i c h  i s  
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n o t  r e a c h e d  on t h a t  d a y ,  s h a l l  t h c n  corne up f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  

u n d e r  , t h e  o r d e r  o f  " u n f i n i s i l e d  b u s i n e s s "  a t  t h e  n e x t  s u c c e e d i n g  

s e s s i o n  of  t i l e  C o n v e n t i o n .  

5 8 .  R e a d i n g .  When t h e  r e a d i n g  o f  a p a p e r ,  i n c l u d i r l g  

Lhe j o u r n a l ,  i s  c a l l e d  f o r  and a n  o b j e c t i o n  i s  r a i s e d  t o  s u c h  

r e a d i n g ,  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n ,  by a  m a j o r i t y  v o t e  o f  d e l e g a t e s  p r e s e n t  . 
atld v o t i n g ,  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n i '  ~ ; . i t f ~ o u t  d c b ~ . t e  i ,rltether o r  n o t  t h e  

p a p e r  s h a l l  be  r e a d .  

59. P r e s e n t a t i o n  and Exldorsemsnt of P e t i t i o n s .  

P e t i t i o n s  r e c e i v e d  by an o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  o r  by a n y  

d e l e g a t e  nay be i n i t i a l e d  by t h e  r e c i p i e n t  and handed d i r e c t l y  t o  

t h e  c h a i r m a n  o f  t i l e  commit3ee  t h a t  h a s  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  o f  t h e  

p e t i t i o n  under  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  The c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ,  on 

b e h a l f  of  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n ,  s h a l l  g i v e  a p p r o p r i a t e  n o t i c e  o f  t h e  

r e c e i p t  o f  t h e  p e t i t i o n .  

60. C a l l s  o f  C o n v e n t i o n  - - Ayes and Nays. Upon c a l l s  

of  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n ,  and i n  t a k i n g  t h e  a y e s  and n2ys  upon t i l e  

q u e s t i o n ,  t h e  narnes o f  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  s h a l l  be  c a l l e d  

a l p h a b e  t i c a l l y .  

61. P u t t i n g  t h e  Q u e s t i o n .  The p r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  p u t  a l l  

q u e s t i o n s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i n  t h i s  f o r m :  "-4s many a s  a r e  i n  f a v o r  

of ( a s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  may b e )  s a y  ' a y e 1  "; and a f t e r  t he  

a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  i s  e x p r e s s e d ,  " a s  many a s  a r e  o p p o s e d  s a y  

' n a y  I . "  I f  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  i s  i n  d o u b t  a s  t o  t h e  - v o t e ,  h e / s l l e  may 
.- 

o r d e r  a  r o l l  c a l l  v o t e  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n .  
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A r o l l  c a l l  vo te  of t h e  Convention may be had upon t h e  

demand of ( ) de lega te s .  

62. Recognit ion During R o l l  C a l l .  Af t e r  a q u e s t i o n  has  

been s t a t e d  by t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  and t h e  c a l l  of t h e  r o l l  has  been 

s t a r t e d  by t h e  s e c r e t a r y ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  no t  recognize  a 

de lega te  f o r  any purpose except  upon p o i n t s  o f  o r d e r ,  u n t i l  a f t e r  ... 

t h e  announcement o f  t h e  vote .  The s e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  e n t e r  upon t h e  

journal  t h e  names of those  v o t i n g  "aye" and t h e  names of t hose  

t i n g  It nay. " 

63. Rol l  Ca l l .  A t  t h e  r o l l  ca l l  t o  be taken  a t  t h e  

opening of each s e s s i o n  and upon c a l l s  of t h e  Convention, t h e  

names of t h e  members s h a l i  be c a l l e d  by t h e  . s e c r e t a r y  and t h e  

absentees  noted. 

64.  Appeals. ( a )  On a l l  appea ls  from d e c i s i o n s  o f  t h e  

c h a i r ,  t h e  ques t ion  s h a l l  be " S h a l l  t h e  r u l i n g  of t h e  c h a i r  s t a n d  

as t h e  judgement of t h e  Convention?". 

(b) No de lega te  s h a l l  speak on t h e  ques t ion  of an  appeal  

more than once without  l eave  of t h e  Convention. 

(c) An appeal  may be l a i d  on t h e  t a b l e  b u t  s h a l l  no t  

ca r ry  with it t h e  s u b j e c t  ma t t e r  be fo re  t h e  Convention a t  t h e  

time such appeal  is taken.  



65.  I~ilic11 R o b e r t ' s  R u l e s  of  U r d e r  t o  Govern. i n  a l l  

c a s e s   lot i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e s e  R u l e s ,  R o b e r t ' s  R u l e s  o f  

Orc';er - s h a l l  g o l r e r n .  

6 6 .  Procedures f o r  Tempora ry  A l t e r n a t i v e ,  S u s p e n s i o n  o r  - -- 
P.ccission o f  R u l e s .  (a!  A R u l e  o f  t h e  Conven t ion  s h a l l  n o t  be 

t e m p o r a r i l y  a 1  t e r e d ,  s u s p e n d e d  o r  r e s c i n d e d  u n l e s s  o n e  Conver i t ion  
\ 

d a y ' s  n o t i c ?  s i r a l l  h e  g i v e n  O F  t h e  m o t i o n  t h e r e f o r ;  p r o v i d e d ,  

llour:ver, t h a t  s u c h  n o t i c e  s h a l l  n o t  b e  n e c e s s a r y  of t h e  l a s t  d a y  

o f  t h c  C o i i v e ~ ~  t i o n .  c 

( b )  A s i m p l e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  p r e s e n t  and v o t i n g  

s h a l l  be  r e q u i r e d  t o  e f f e c t  s u c h  a l t e r a t i o n ,  s u s p e l ~ s i o n  o r  

r e c i  ss i o n .  
; 

( c )  The n o t i c e  arrd t h e  m o t i o n  s l i a l l  each s p c c i f l -  t h e  

o b j e c t  o f  t l i e  t e m p o r a r y  a 1  t e r a t  i o n ,  s u s p e n s i o n  o r  r e c i s s i o n ,  and 

i n  t h e  c a s e  of t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  s u c h  m o t i o n ,  i t  s h a l l  b e  h e l d  t o  

a p p l y  o n l y  t o  t h e  o b j e c t  s p e c i f i e d  t h e r e i n .  

( d )  Such n o t i c e  s h a l l  be  g i v e n  and s u c h  mot ion  made u n d e r  

t h e  o r d e r  o f  b u s i n e s s  i n  whicii t h e  l a t t e r  p roposed  t o  b e  a f f e c t e d  

b y  s u c h  a1  t e r a t i o n ,  s u s p e n s i o n  o r  r e c i s s i o n  s c a n d s .  

6 7 .  Temporary  A l t e r a t i o n ,  S u s p e n s i o n  o r  R e c i s s i o n  o f  

R u l e s .  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of  Rule  6 6 ,  a  R u l e  o f  tile 

C o n v e n t i o n  may be t e m p o r a r i l y  a l t e r e d ,  suspended  o r  r e s c i n d e d  by 

unanimous c o n s e n t .  



68. h ' o t i c e  and  Vote  C o n c e r r i i ~ l g  Anlcndment o f  R u l e s .  

( a )  A m o t i o n  t o  amend a  R u l e  of  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  s h a l l  n o t  be made 

o n  less  t h a n  f i v e  ( 5 )  C o n v e n t i o n  d ? y s t  n o t i c e .  

( b )  A s i m p l e  r n a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  p r e s e n t  and v o t i n g  

s h a l l  be r e q u i r e d  t o  e f f e c t  s u c h  amendment.  

69. Language .  E n g l i s h ,  Cliamorro o r  C a r o l i n i a n  may be 

used i n  any p r o c e e d i n g  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  o r  i n  any Commi t tee ,  

e x c e p t  t h a t  a n y  w r i t t e n  s u b m i s s i o n  o r  p r o p o s a l  s h a l l  be  i n  

70. N o t i f i c a t i o n  . Upon c o m p l e t i o n  of  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n ' s  

work, t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  s h a l l ' t r a n s m i t  c o p i e s  o f  a l l  p r o p o s e d  

amendments a d o p t e d  by t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  t o  t h e  G o v e r n o r ,  t h e  

P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S e n a t e ,  and t h e  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  House of 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  P r o p o s e d  amendments a d o p t e d  by t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  - 
s h a l l  be a c c u r a t e l y  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  t h e  C a r o l i n i a n  and Chamorro 

1 ang uag e s  . - 
71. Place  o f  b l e e t i n g s .  The C o n v e n t i o n  and t h e  

Cornmittee o f  t h e  Whole s h a l l  meet  o n l y  i n  S a i p a n .  

7 2 .  R a d i o  a n d  T e l e v i s i o n  C o v e r a g e .  L i v e  r a d i o  and  

t e l e v i s i o n  c o v e r a g e  of  a l l  s e s s i o n s  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  and t h e  

Committee o f  t h e  i i h o l e  s h a l l  be p e r m i t t e d .  Tlle o t h e r  c o m n l i t t e e s  

s h a l l  have  d i s c r e t i o n  t o  a l l o n  s u c h  c o v e r a g e .  
- 



73. Powers o f  t h e  Convent ion .  

( a )  The P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Conven t ion  o r  t h e  Chairman 

o f  any d u l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  Committee t h e r e o f ,  may i s s u e  

subpoenas  r e q u i r i n g  t h e  a t t e n d a n c e  o f  w i t n e s s e s  and 

subpoenas  d u c e s  tecum r e q u i r i n g  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of books,  

document-s o r  o t h e r  e v i d e n c e ,  i n  any m a t t e r  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  

work and d u t i e s  o f  t h e  Convent ion .  

I 

(1) Any subpoena o r  o t h e r  p r o c e s s  i s s u e d  unde r  

t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of  t h e  Conven t ion  s h a l l  r u n  i n  t h e  name 

of  t h e  Government of t h e  Commonwealth o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  

Mar iana  I s l a n d s .  The subpoena o r  o t h e r  p r o c e s s  s h a l l  
; 

be s i g n e d  by t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o r  Chairman,  a s  t h e  c a s e  

may be ,  s h a l l  c o n t a i n  a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  

and s h a l l  se t  f o r t h  i n  g e n e r a l  t e r m s  t h e  m a t t e r  o r  

q u e s t i o n s  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  which  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  o r  

o t h e r  e v i d e n c e  i s  t o  be  t a k e n .  

( 2 )  Any o f f i c e r  t o  whom s u c h  p r o c e s s  i s  d i r e c t e d ,  

s h a l l  f o r t h w i t h  s e r v e  o r  e x e c u t e  t h e  same upon 

d e l i v e r y  t o  him,  w i t h o u t  c h a r g e  o r  compensa t ion ;  

p r o v i d e d ,  t h a t  any o f f i c e r  s-9 o r  e x e c u t i n g  such  

subpoena o r  o t h e r  p r o c e s s  s h a l l  b e  compensated f o r  

a c t u a l  e x p e n s e s ,  i f  any.  

( b )  The P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Conven t ion  o r  t h e  Chairman 

of  any d u l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  Committee t h e r e o f ,  may a d m i n i s t e r  

- 33-  



In o a t h  o r  a f f i r n l a t i o n  t o  a  w i t n e s s  i n  any m a t t e r  under 

e x a m i n a t i o n  by t h e  Convention,.  

( c )  Any p e r s o n  who: 

( 1 )  f a i l s  o r  r e f u s e s  t o  answer any r e l e v a n t  q u e s t i o n  

o r  f a i l s  o r  r e f u s e s  t o  f u r n i s h  any r e l e v a n t  book, 

p a p e r ,  o r  othe;  document subpoenaed;  o r  

( 3 )  e x h i b i t s  d i s r e s p e c t  of  t h e  conven t ion  o r  a  

commit tee  t h e r e o f  by knowingly and w i l f u l l y  

i n t e r f e r i n g  w i t h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and f u n c t i o n  of t h e  

Convent ion o r  t h e  commit tee  by open d e f i a n c e  of an 

o r d e r  i n  o r  n e a r  t h e  meet ing  p l a c e  of t h e  Convent ion  

o r  t h e  commit tee ,  by d i s t u r b i n g  t h e  peace  i n  o r  n e a r  

t h e  meet ing p l a c e ,  by i n t e r f e r i n g  w i t h  an o f f i c e r  of 

t h e  Convent ion  o r  t h e  commit tee  i n  t h e  l a w f u l  

per formance  of h i s  o f f  i c i a i  d u t i e s ,  o r  by u n l a w f u l l y  

d e t a i n i n g  o r  t h r e a t e n i n g  any w i t n e s s  of t h e  

Convent ion o r  t h e  commi t t ee  b e c a u s e  of t h a t  p e r s o n ' s  

d u t y  a s  a  w i t n e s s ;  

s h a l l  be i n  con tempt ,  and upon c o n v i c t i o n  t h e r e o f  

s h a l l  be f i n e d  n o t  more t h a n  one thousand d o l l a r s  

($1 ,000)  o r  impr i soned  f o r  n o t  m o r e - t h a n  one y e a r ,  o r  

bo th .  I n  any i n s t a n c e s  of  t h e  a l l e g e d  con tempt ,  t h e  

P r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  Convent ion  s h a l l  c e r t i f y  a s t a t e m e n t  

of t h e  contempt  t o  t h e  A t t o r n e y  General  of t h e  

Commonwealth of t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mariana I s l a n d s  who 
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s h a l l  p r o s e c u t e  t h e  o f f e n d e r  i n  t h e  Commonwealth T r i a l  

Cour t .  

( d l  The o f f i c e r s  and employees  of t h e  Government of 

t h e  Commonwealth of  t h e  Nor the rn  Mar iana  i s l a n d s  s h a l l  

cooperat.e w i t h  t h e  Convent ion  o r  any  commit tee  t h e r e o f  and .. 
f u r n i s h  t o  i t  o r  t o  i t s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  such  i n f o r m a t i o n  

a s  may be c a l l e d  f o r  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of 

t h e  Convent i o n  o r  i t s  commi t t ee s .  

74. P r i v i l e g e  of  D e l e g a t e s .  Except  a s  p rov ided  i n  Rule  

1 7 ,  no d e l e g a t e  s h a l l  be  hk ld  a c c o u n t a b l e  i n -  any forum f o r  

a n y t h i n g  t h a t  h e / s h e  s a y s  on t h e  f l o o r  of t h e  Convent ion o r  i n  

any commit tee  of t h e  Convent ion .  


