Tommantuealth of the Northern Mariana Tl

Division of Environmental Quality
P.O. Box 1304, Saipan, MP 96950

Tels.(670) 234-6114/6984
Fax- (670) 234-1003

June 26, 1995

Jose R. Lifoifoi, Chairman :

Committee on Land -and Personal Rights

Third Northern Mariana Island Constitutional Convention
Caller Box 10007

Saipan, MP 96950

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the proposal of the
formation of the Commaonwealth Environmental Protection Beard. In general, we
agree with the intent of the proposal for the formation of @ Commonuvealth
Environmental Protection Board but we are also concerned z2out “ne potentially
large direct impact this proposal may have on our agency. Our cemments are as
follovvs:

1) As we understand it, one of the principal goals ¢* 1~z E~ ironmental
Protection Board is to provide the public with one-sizc cerr ting.  Although
B

this idea has merit, it will be difficult to mp%emem Thzopeo “‘ttmg for the

—

afrected agencies involves different areas of experuis=z. For =xample, the
H storical Preservation Qffice wili examine 1ts permi' ooz completely

different perspective from T!*'?: of the Divisicn of E~. -2-~=-22 Quality.
Thzrz viill be no practical time-saving aspect of the -2, 222 szt issuance
process
2)  The closest way 1o create a "one-stop” permiiz =2 Proz=ss is to
nhvsically relocate all of the affected agencies to or= 27ruc .rs or location.
There are very definite advantages 1o this arrangen =77 TU1 77 2 oroposal
should be examined from a cost-eifective basis. Th: zZ.027":10223 are that the
blic will be Pb!ea [0 InQuire on the stawus of thelr 027 7= o axpedired
manner and the permitting agsncies can coordinagte .7 =7 7. < 1pping
§v=r:5j|ct|ons arise on an atfectad project. The diszz. =7 527 7 This proposa
sogentifying funding Tor each of the affected agenc =2 ~2 - the office
nd lab moves. Other than phyvsical relocaton, we 27 220 70 723
advantage 1o combining thess agencies uncgar one €772 177 772 purposes or
permitting. Without physically relecation, the public o0 w200 e Board as
other laver of bhureaucracy.
31 We are concerned about the combining of persc~~-  z::272, and tunds
from the different agencies into one Board., There ¢ =, oz 727 leqatl and

programmatic difficulties if the federal funds were 17 2= 4s<3 ror anything



-1591-

other than.its intended purpose. We suggest that the Committee seek
clarification and guidance from each agency on what restrictions there may
be with their federal fuﬂding. We will be willing to discuss the restrictions
we receive from the United States Environmental Protection Agency.

4) We also believe that the Committee should consider the affect of direct
politics on the role of a regulatory agency. ldeally, the requlatory agency is
mandated by specific laws and regulations with responsibilities to perform
regardiess of the changes in the.political chmate. 17 is quite conceivable that
the elected Board will be comprised of members of gifferant political parties.
The elected members will represent conflicting agendas and the result may
be a political gridlock of the regulatory process.

It is our understanding that the Third Constitutional Convertion is 10 the process of
reviewing quite a large number of proposals. We apprecizzz 1= =110rt you have
put into seeking our input into this single proposal and vwe ..ili t= wuilling 10 explain
to the Committee in greater detail, some of our thoughts ¢~ this matter. | can be
reached at 234-1011 or by fax at 234-1003.

Sincerely,
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JOHN I. CASTRO, JR.
DIRECTOR




