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THE COMMITTEES on Legis-
lative Branch and Public Finance
and on Executive Branch and Lo-
cal Government have tentatively
decided to recommend constitu-
tional amendments requiring a
balanced budget and reducing the
deficit.

For seyeral sessions, the Com-

mittees have been considering the
problemsthe Commonwealth has
faced by the inability of the gov-
emor and the legislature to agree
on a balanckd budget.

Asaresult, the government has
operated under continuing reso-
lutions which have encouraged
budget deficits.

Convention delegates have
dealt with this problem in several
ways.

First, the Committee on Execu-
tive Branch and Local Govern-
ment had proposed and amend-
ment that requires abalanced bud-
get.

Delegates concluded that the

best way of eliminating deficits is
by preventing them from occur-
ring in the first place. Balanced
budgets prevent deficits they say.

The most important responsi-
bility of the legislature is to pro-
duce a balanced budget” said
Delegate David Q. Maratita.

The proposed amendment
would eliminate the practice of .
basing a budget on taxes which
the legislature has not yet
passed, believed to be major
cause of the existing deficit. Ifa
balanced budget is not passed
by the start of the fiscal year, .
the government will continued
to operate based on a formula
that limits spending.

Next, the Committee recom-
mended changes that would pre-
vent the government from
spending over budget.

“We need some teeth in the
budget process” said Delegate
Bennet Seman. One “tooth”
would hold persons with spend-

Balanced udget amendment pushed

ing authority responsible if they
exceed the budget she said.

I would terminate anyone who
spends over budget,” said Del-
egate Tom Aldan. The Commit-

.tee did not go quite that far, but

is recommending that persons
with spending authority be held
personally liable for spending
money that is not available.

Finally the Committee on
Legislative Branch and Public
Finance has proposed a deficit
reduction provision that would
require that deficits be elimi-
nated within two years of their
occurrence.

The Committee has also pro-
posed a general hiring freeze
while a deficit exists as a way of
reducing it.

Both Committees welcome
comments on these major pro-
posals.

Comments may be addressed
to Committee chairs Tomas
B.Aldan and Felix Nogis.
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