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" 5 Constitution articles pass first vote

DELEGATES (o the Third Consti-
totional Convention yesterday
passed on first reading five articles
of the proposed draft constitution

They include:Article 3, Execu-
tive Branch; Article 10, Taxation and
Public Finance; Article 15, Educa-
tion; Articie 18. Consu'mu‘onal
Amendment and Mutual Consent;

and Article 19, Code of Ethics.

amendments by the Committee on

Executive Branch and Local Gov-
emment chaired by Del. Felix R:

ment would have a much beer
chance of being sustained if chal-

Legnsluuu
(?ovuw ﬂmBOdaylbe—
fore the start of the fiscal year.

sion that the Legislature cannot
ammended or repeal the Returement
fFund without t first obtaining the
views of the retirement fund's board
of trustees regarding the cost and
mumstnuvemmmlheﬁmd.n

ides that the fund’s board of

Nogis, Article 3 spellsout arevised  lenged in coust under the provisions
executive branch. of the U.S. Constitution.

The Commmee proposed With o Section Nine on
changes in 4 of 23 sections that  executive the Committee
reflect the experience of the Com-  recommended that the G be
monwealth with theoperstionofthe  roquired to submit s proposed bud-
Executive Branch over the past 20  get no less than three months in

advance of the fiscal year.

Under the qualifications of the This would give the Legislature
Governor, the Committee reduced he ti ider the prop
the residency requirement from 10 w&;hln‘mdymmmuodm
years 1o 7 years based on the advice  any differences between two
of legal counsel that the shorter pe-  branches could be resolved before
riod of required residency require-  the beginning of the fiscal year.

Delegates
& mutual

The four-hour Committee of the
Whoile and Plenary Session breezed
ﬂnwghfwofﬂrﬁvenmendmems

debate amendment
consent pr0V1s1on

stitutional insanity”, nolmgshewﬂl
ﬁm:;lppmmymmmvmu

during Thursday’s plenary session, Aldanpoimedmlﬂmlomqmm
except Article la.thecmmumal two senatorial districts a
AmdmuuﬂMmmCmsmlpo- mnmtyofmevoummybe
illegal if not unconstitutional,
SupnnDelegalcTomnsB Aldan, “Unity as I am hearing from our
who chairs the Committee on Legis-  good neighbors means what is good
lative Branch and Public Fmame. for Rota or Tinian. What is good for
attempted w0 change the the Cy calth is unity as long
nnfydnpcpmedungumthov- as we ize Tinian and Rota or
enant from two-thirds of the votes  that we don't lake i
aunndlmnmlmtyofﬂlevuu ﬁunTmimo:Rnn."Mdnpmm
cash in each of the two of the scnato-
rial districts. “lukmygwdmnghbmfmn
Aldan’s proposed amendment  Tinian and Rota to listen to them-
wuuudelecd:enmuyrohsve selves whea they talk about unity or
sbouteliminating the that
IchenpnnnTMmaglm two scastorial district must pass an
leadthe del amendment. You get irritated. You
Rota in suong ob)ecnon for the gt You stopped listening and
Aldan’ d yingthiscould  center all your concern about what's
lead to disunity within the Common:  init for Tinianor what’s in it for Rota.
wealth. You don't want 0 lose your
Mnngkxnmdhemld“beg"the or bargaining power irrespective of
the withes of the majority, said Aldan.
mnngthuwwldpm Please tell me [ am wrong by ac-
Tmmmdkmandmdvamgem cepting the wishes of the majonty in
that the majority of the voters reside  amending the Constitution or ratify-
on Saipan. ing an initistive in a referendum. The
Saipan Delegate Carlos S. message is protectionism. To con-
Camachopointedoutt jtyamong  tinue to control the wishes of the
theresidentsof theNorthernMarianas  majority. Tocontinue tohave the resi-
is very important. dents of Saipan beg for your support
"We would find means to Rmmmomzmmem
wuhh—wth" Camacho said. “The “Akdan gave a scenario in which if
key here is that we are CNMI people. 75 percent of the vote cast wants to
WeuelllCtnmumdeamlm- amend the constitution or pass an
an Delegate Teresita Santos  Rota did not support the proposed
urgedthe delegates to“stop thisCon-  amendment by a simple majarity, it

lsdnswhnyoue-l.llhmleomle
majority? Aldan asked. “Let us stop
hasboring the ideals of what's init for

bywmrgthesysmmwhve
and sleep with, the demacratic sys-
tem. Let us begin to adopt the prin-
ciple of one man one vote, This will
cuumlypmmunnyfl.a'smn
thinking of what is forthe Com-
monwealth, not ﬁu goad for
Saipan, not what is good for Tinian
and not what is good for Rota. But
what is good for everyone, asa unity.
concluded. 3
After defeating Akdan’s motion to
amend the process, the Delegates
voted by 23-3 to approve Article 18.
Delegates Aldan, Jack P. Villagomez,
deunnS.."‘l;ﬂ&m' voted against the

. proposed

deliver an annual report in
before 8 joint session of the Legisla-
ture.

Tuming to Section Il o the At-
torney General’s Office, the Com-
mittee concluded that the Attomey
General should remain anappointed
one, withtworecommendations: that

uustea has the excused fiduciary
mpuwbnhty to invest fund assets.
also permits the
lcysluuu and Executive Branch
to appropriatc or reprogram only
those fund assets declaredexcess by
the Board of Trustees.
It sets & termination date for the
special credit prowded byLIhe 1985

only be removed for cause.
'l'heComnuneehkzwlsuddedl

with

twenty years of service.
There is also a section designed
o place ail former governors and
on an equal

enalbes xmmber of the CNMl har
association.

On the other hand, the Public
Auditor’s office, under Section 12is
to be maintained with three condi-
tions set forth.

They include:deletion of the guar-

basis with mpect with retirement
annuities and other benefits. Ben-
efits shall be paid out of annual
appmpnwons not out of fund as-

The Committee also recom-
mended that the Office of Women's
Affairs be deleted from Constity-

anteed lnnull budgel. mnxmuze lhc
office’s adits

by other private or public entities,
and set a time period under which
office shall be ﬁlled if s vacancy
occurs.

. Under Seuuonld hudsohhe

a language that no * acung " head of
d.depanmtsuvefwmeumn%

This gives the Senate Gﬂdlys ©0
act on the Govemor's nominee. If
IheSumfmlswaclwlthmw
days, theap shall be d

confirmed.
Regarding Section 19, the Retire-
ment System, there were several new

tion altogeth
The Resident Executive for In-
digenous Affairs is also being te-
moved and replaced with a five per-
son Council for [ndigenous Affairs
t0 advance and promote progs
aimed at preserving Chamorro and
Carolinian | p "

ditions. ,

The Council members are 10 be
appointed ~ by, the-Govemor with
advance and consent fo the Senate.
The Council’s functions include
those now assigned to the- Indig-
enous Affairs, Language Commis-
sion, gnd Arts Council. The Carolin-
ian/Affairs Office remains in the

:ecmadded.u:ludmglm
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Constitution.
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13,000 Guamanians

can’t be wrong

Guam’s finest cellular and paging services
can be found at Guam Cellular & Paging.
Just ask any of our 13,000 customers.

They'll tell you that the choice is clear.
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