
ConCon mov 
CONSTITUnONAL Conven- 
tions delegates on Saturday 
voted to reatore the former 
M u i u u r  Public h d  Corpora- 
tion and name it as the M u i m  
LandBunau (MLB)changes to 
Anicle I I of the constitution 
were pas& on first d n g  in- 
cluding one tbu provides for 
the new MPLB to be governed 
by a five-member board a g  
poinccd by the Governor with 
the advice and consent of the 
Senate. 

The directors will serve five- 
y u r  terms. with one term expir- 
ing every year that the Gov- 
ernor will have an oppomnity 
to appoint four of the five mcm- 
bem during his tern of office. 

A limit of one term is im- 
v d .  Directors shall be per- 
sons who arc qualified by virtue 
of their familiarity with land 
holding practices, customs and 
traditions in the Common- 
wealth. 

There is a requirement rhat 
the members shall include one 
each from the island of Tininn 
and Roo, a women's C O ~ S ~ ~ N -  
ency and a member of the C a m  
linian community. 

Much of the public land dur- 
ing the past 20 yem, has been 
transfer4 to homesteaders or 
to the commercisl loses. 

In 1976. nearly 80 percent of 
the lnnd in the Commonwealth 
was public land.' Section five 
provides forthe homestead prc- 
gram. including a homestead 
houaing component. 

T h e  Committee mommends 
this broader authority m a  prac- 
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tical way to meet the ahortage 
of land that will cause the end 
of the homestead program in 
the foreseeable future." the 
report noted. 

The requirement that 10 
yean p u s  before the home- 
steader may sell o r  lease the 
homestead haa been increased 
LZS ye* 

Refud~ng land exchanges, " 
the Committee recommenda 
the use of a two-year limita- 
tion period on land exchange 
applications and a i-hangc in 
the way land exchange8 are 
done. 

The Marianu Land Bureau 
would not have the authority 
to deal with private individu- 
als in land exchanges. 

Those dealings would be 
done by the public agency that 
needs the private land that is 
the subject of the proposed 
land exchange. Once an 
agency makes a request for 
public land for a land ex- .  
change. the Bureau would 
have two y e a ~ s  to act. 

After two years. the Bureau 
would no longer have any ju- 
risdiction and the case would 
be closed. 

'When the landowner offers 
an exchange of private land 
but asks for too much public 
land in return. the exchange 
process simply stops," the 
Committee report pointed out. 
'Neither party goea ahead. 
Any proposed exchange not 
completed in two years is 
closed. and no exchange may 
be made. 

--- 

The Committee alao took 
note of the old land exchange 
casea pending from vuious 
military confiscation. 

'If thew cannot be reaolved 
within the two-yeu time pe- 
riod, the Bureau will wnd the 
clumant a notice to 'that ef- 
f c ~ ,  and the claimant would 
then have to punue hia or her 
rights in the courts." atatcd 
the rewrt. 

.'-"It i; the intent of the Com- 
mittee. and it is inherent in the 
two-year limitation period. 
that the land exchange prob- 
lems be roolvcd before com- 
mercial I c w s  u e  granted. 

W o n  public I ada  should 
be inc-ed from 25 to 40 
ydm. the LPR Committee rec- 

a m m n d c d .  It rccommcndcd 
that the Bureau put inallluscs 
a provision defining the expi- 

mion  of the l e u e  in thm 
y e m  if the commercial pur- 
pose has not been accom- 
plished. 

The Committee a lw recorn- 
~ t h m e ~ b c I e  
quindmvacmlgpwcal jcct  
a * r s e r a d t h t m d t m t h a  
. d d i t i o a r l ~ h a U o w c d  
L e u a o f m m d m Z S y c r r a  
m a I r . ~ f i v e  ~ r i u p r d  



Lrate ivlanuona w ~ s  out 
of ~ o n ~ o G ~ a n e 1  meeting 
Says Amendment 25 discussion a waste qf time 

t okays 
asnoftheCammmaationCom- 
nittee. some 'weeks ago asked 
d s s i o n  fmm the US Milifmy 
o hold solemn peace ceccmoniee 
vithin the EMU area marking the 
0th anniversary of the atomic 
ombigs of World War XI. 
US Navy Rear Admiral David 

lnwer III mponded saying the 
kpartment of Defcase would not 
ppmve of suchceremoniesat tbe 
iMU zone, owing to the sensitiv- 
iy of theissueoftheatomic bomb 
ngs. 
Such response pmmptbd an- 

ther letter from Bo ja, addressed 
the Department of Defen~.  

ceking reconsideration of the 
=ision andclarifying 00 the red 
rtent behind the peqce cereme 
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R m A  W A T E  rn the -mild . . CmshtuharalCanvauial&n~ 
T.MangloneW*artof 
am&tingoftheExccuiwBd 
l l n d L o c a l ~ C u I u n i n k ~  
i n d i s l p r s t ~ u d W h e ~ b 8 ~  
m~t0dcprireth:psopltOfRata 

a m , I Z A h c ~ o u o c ~ a R r  
mmbasoftheEBLGCaamiPe 
appeersdnedyto-faaabnagp 
tend g o w m m t , d  a weaka 
Wgavarnnent 

-happencdacrualhl.+=I 
argued my case with rhe amUt+=, 
Ilefttheroom~Iwsrwy 

tion regarding ~ isak? Mid 
UangbnammioravicwaAachc 
wallroU 

"AUalangIllidmyvaybcstI~ 
CnIluponolafelbwdJeeetrsfor 
mity , lmdss tand iag~ lh is  

d d a p p s i a t i o n - g  
mypla3baddrcssan~thatisso 
dearbfk&ofRaa."saidthe 
Rota- 

Althoughherefusedtouscthe 
(wm 'w Manglona said he 
Idtbealusetheammittgdidnot 
ward b listen b his prqasals b 
stm@~mAmndmca25ofthe 
CastihltiaL 

*WhystiouldlbewaPtinsmytime 
and lheir time. I have ahaustcd.aU 
meairoandrabody-W@ 
.li&ntotheamrmofRooa~ 
t h c y h a v e a l t a w c d m k i u ~  

mn 25." said MengbrrP. 
-'lhedtoaddnsstheisgucd 

localgovamnentvisvvisbrpow- 
a s o f d g o v q n m e n t h b a  
oaneneassaryowlngto~~ 
legal bardcbetwrm theoltralend 
RocalOCalgovmrmcnowd*a- 
eentoftheLaadspamrs. 

~ l i r o a v s . T ~ ~ ~ ) r i o ~ e n d e d  
with the SIlprior Cout -g 
~ o f ~ a r a d i v c ~ t o b r  
g a n a m r h r ~ s n d ~  
Ccnmnarweahh law. 

Amendment 25, put in during 
the LaPt Constitutional Convcn- 
tipn. gave the island mayors and 
local government a certain de- 
gree of autonomy in the adminis- 
tration of wblic services and thc 
enforcement of laws. 

According to Manglona, there 
is anadfortheConventim,to~t 
in provisions in the to clacify 
lay the issue to nst 
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& r h @ & k m & ;  " H ~ ~ ~ ~ , R c l r M m i n l B n w c r  

: Sbcrmbe said v ~ Q  UII~O&CXI to provide DoD sup i nits gb-bomb P* to CO-Uve activities 
I flighqlm not apfmdwit~ioth dtsl@aadiaadcdtoh.m 
':.kMUarca.mrw IDoDwpportbe veterans as he dsanr appropnak 

pvided to Iucb tech out- and feaibk." mid the Ww of- 
] sldetheEMUm fidd. 

I Irate.. . tianof-laaawithin 
~ p s w a q " ~ M Y l g k t r a  

ContlnrndtrOmp~lg.1 But-~ ,kn&m,i tap  
pearsbbpkarfa-g He has put in S C V ~  ptoposals and support m y  have fa* on ded j to ~ g t b c ~ ~ ' A m e n d m e n t  25 "80 e a r s w i t h i n t h c ~ o o m  

ktm we can p v m t  this quaml 
over local government" 

wpointadanmatunduthc 
: c o M l s n t m m b r w v e  
: B ~ m e ~ w a s g i r n d *  
faitWllarcamonofCammmalh 
l e w s m m l l m o Q r ~ m m a y  
bepwidcdbybrCqrst?lian 
Whartkanutdsldcdmh(nos 

w a s n o t o t -  
Mametisamyhc 

i s ~ a ~ ~ ~  

"Ihadapoposaln,matIhC~- 
Pltionwillinchdcuheoffieialsto 
~ t h e ~ v a y d c a r c h a t h  
myacam+haved*fai&id~~~- 

minae end a n d  
'7hytmdmaguethalallmepowa 

to br govanm.I said, wait 
m i n u t e ~ t h c ~ s ~ y s o t h -  
wiseandhConsticutionrhouLlk 
~ w i t h b r ~ n m e R c t a  
fkkgate said 

mnecdd=pmpleofRntarudThh 
WillonocagainhIdtaaandillb 
amem~mdufingIhCcimofme 
! lmconms..saidd*Raa~ 

&mvhk,aChdathnidaedd 
drVeriety~the-whySaipsn 
m m b a s s k m i n d i n a d M ~ -  
B amhal P=?l=lt and weakp 
k c a l g a ~ a ~ t h c y ~ n & d  
of"pSI ~ p r k c s "  having a st~cng 
islendnnrvnr. 


