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ConCon session ca]led off anew

A PLENARY session of the Third
Northern Marian Islands Constitu-
tional Convention has been can-
celed due to the absence of the Rota

on. -

ConconPresident Herman T.
Guemrerotold the delegates they will
tryngmnFnday(July28)at9o clock
in the moming,

The President told the Delegates
they will go ahead and act on other
articlesof the Constitution and leave
the most controversial one—local
govemment—to some other time.

This is the second day in a row

that the plenary session was can-.

celed. Wednesday's session (July
26) was canceled to allow the Com-
mittee on Executive Branch and
Local Govemment chaired by Del-
egate Felix R. Nogis to work outa
compromise on the local govem-
ment issue.

Public Law-9-18, which set up
the Constitutional Convention, pro-

- vides that the Convention cannot
meet in a session without the pres-
ence of at least one delegate from
each of the three islands. There are
four delegates each from Tinian and
Rota.

Delegates Victor B. Hocog, who
is the Convention's Floor Leader,
and Justo S. Quitugua had to leave
the Convention Chamber before the
scheduledl :30p.m. plenary session

tractor services cannot be entered
intoby Office of the Governor or by
any department or agency without
first going through the entire con-
tract process.

A fundamental part of that pro-
cess includes a built in system of
checks-and-balances to prevent the

- fraudulentobligationof public funds

Under the law, the Director for
Procurement and Supply (Depart-
mentof Finance) caniesthcrespon-
sibility of approving all sole source
procurements, attestingthatall con-
tracts comply with CNMI procure-
ment regulations that the contract is
for a public purpose and does not

and the contractor.
Even sole source contracts must

. be vetted through the normal con-

tractual process, said the news re-
lease.

Every procurement system in the
world recognizes that there will be
unique circumstances that warrant
sole source procurement, it said.

Sometimes there are unigue ca-
pabilities or services that the gov-
ernment wishes to contiact and can
contract through sole source pro-
curement.

Even these contracts must be jus-
tified and routed through the sys-
tein.
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formed, contract deliverables, fees
to paid by the government and a -

payment schedule for those fees,
schedule to be maintained, and a
renewal clause, if applicable.

Finally, the govemment reserves
the right to audit all contracts and
contractor records.

Section 3-502 of the Procurement
Regulations provides the Public
Auditor of access to examine all
records relevant to a govemment
contract.

This section is one of thc most -

important safeguards in the pro-
curement process. No contractor
whoengagesincontractual arrange-
ment with the govemment is ex-
empt from this final review and
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emeredintocontract for professional
services that require unique capa-

. bilities or qualifications.”

Borja said he also finds it inter-
esting that, “the same legislature
that sought and received exemption
under the Open Govemnment Act
has asked the Public Auditor to
further scrutinize the Execuiive
Branch.” As if to sugpest that
another request of the Public Audi-
tor may be in the offing, Acting
Govemor Borja said, “1 wonder if
our legislature can pass the test | re-
ferring to the audit}. Afterall, itis
an election year, and the public may
want to know how the legislature
has managed its own money mat-
ters.”
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On Amendment 25

Inos to ConC on; Take cautlon

> By Ratael H. Arroyo

Varnety News Staff
ROTA Mayor Joseph S. Inos yester-
day asked the Commiittee on Execu-
tive Branch and Local Govemment
of the Third Constitutional Conven-
tion to reexamine its proposals per-
taining to executive powers for local
govemment.

In aletter to Committee Chairman
Felix R. Nogis yesterday, Inos cau-
tioned convention delegates against
pmposals that would tend to under-
mine the authority of locgl govern-
ments.

Inos’ waming came after hearing
of plans by the committee to adopt a
proposal that would call forastronger
central govemment and essentially a
less-empowered island government
for Rota and Tinian.

Option No. 4, currently being de-
_bated in the Committee, would pro-
vide mayors of Rotaand Tinian pow-
erspertaining to thedelivery of public
services only when the govemor del-
egates such authority to them.

The sanie proposal alimost exclu-
sively centralizes the authority to ex-
ecute and enforce Commonwealth
laws to the govemor.

The proposal has been opposed by
RotaDelegate BenjaminT. Manglona
who believes that Amendment 25 of
the CNMI Constitution should be
maintained and strengthened so as to

give the people of the smallerislands -

the autonomy and the leverage to
basically govern themselves through
their island mayors.

Joseph 8. Inos
Although the proposals on local
govemment have yet to be decided
onbythedelegates, they havealready
create quite a rift between Saipan
delegates and the Rota delegation.,
who generally supported the stats
quo.

There were reports that Saipandel-
egatesare hesitanttogive more power
to the mayors for fear that political
interference in the smaller islands
could prevent better govemmerit.

Manglona on the other hand, ar-
gued that there is a need to give tix
mayors a share of executive powers
as this was intended under the Cov-
enant.

Mayor Inos,duringapreviouscom-
mittee hearing, himself came out in
support of local govemment au-
tonomy and has turned in his own
proposals on the issue.

He, however, lamented that his
proposals seemn to have not elicited
favorable consideration by the com-
mittee.

*“Tbelieve the committeewas given
amostcomprehensivepictureof what
local government is and means to the
people of Rota and Tinian, both now
andhistorically,” said Inos, “and what
needed constitutionally to be done to
resolve the current Amendment 25
conflict and further strengthen the
constitutional fabric of local govern-
ment to preclude future conflict and
to assure peace, tranquility and pros-
perity on the to islands.”

As to the current proposals being
supported by the Commitiee, lnos

FolurR Nogis

3aid they are totally unacceptable
to the people of Rota and Tinian.

“They will destroy local gov-
emment as we have known it,
exercised and cherished it,” the
mayor said.

He added that elements of Ar-
ticle 6, relative to the municipal

. council, are additionally of a na-

ture that will bring economic di-
saster to the islands, including
Saipan.

“1 urge the Committee to most
carefully reexamine its proposals
and make the necessary adjust-
ments, and not with open eyes
blueprint the destruction of our

“heritage,’ the mayor pleaded.

involvement in the BOE's
education planning and de-
cision making.

To ensure this, Jones said
there should be a parent rep-
resentative in the Board to
induce more public support
for education. o

The vice chairman under-

-scored the importance of par-
~ents input and support in at-
taining & quality education
systcm in the' Common-
wealth.

" Jones sent a let(er recently

_ to Congressmn Alvaro Santos
‘ requesting an amendment to.
. Article 2, Section 1520 (b) of

Public Law 6-10 known as the
Education Act of 1988.

The amendment is to em-
power the Governor to appoint
dne representative from the
community representing par-
ents in the Public School Sys-
tem BOE.

“As is, the law authorizes

- one representative from non-

public schools, one from PSS
teachers, and one from stu-
dents attending public second-

Parent repj to BOE sought

E BOARD. of Educauon Vnce
Chairman Dino Jones sand,’
parents should bave active

ary schools. he said.

“Y am optimistic of legisla-
tors’ positive consideration for
such an amendment soon. After
all, education is everybody’s
business, “ Jones said.

The present BOE Board is
composed of Jones, Daniel
Quitugua as chairman, and..
members Fermin M. Atalig, Don
A. Farrell and Fehcldad
Ogumoro. ,

Other members mdude rep-
resentatives from PSS Jovita K.
Wasiwemai, nyn—pubhc school
John A. Kinsella, and student
Amy Sue Bartlett. (FDT)




