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Concon session cahea;off 6 
A PLENARY session of the 'Ihird 
Notthan Marian Islands Constitu- 
tional Convention has been can- 
ccled due to the absesloe of the Rota 
w o n .  -. 

Concon-President Herman T. . 
Guaruotold the dekgatesthy will 
try againFriday (July28)at9o'clodr 
in the d g .  

t o g o t o b r e ~ t h H e e l t h  
Centa due to a death in the family. 

N6arelrnowsthewhaeabouts 
ofDckgarcs BenjaminT. Meglona 
and Teresita A. Santos. Manglona . 
Idt the Convention Chamba dur- 
ing the heated discussion on the , 

localgovanmnlissue Wednesday 
moming (July 26). 

T h e ~ a s i a i s s u e o f *  
anotgmntmrepmrtotheMay- 
asofTurisnandRohisthemain 
facta dividing up the 27- 
Con- 

Ihedbkgates6unSaipsnutin 
~pporr~~strong-govarr  
n#n T h e T i a n d R a a f a r a s  
givingmaepcrwatothdrbcalgov- 

anm#rt Ihe~&&thought 
t h c y h i a d ~ ~ a n q m + s c & r -  
ing their Wednesday m n g .  
IheEBffiCommia&agrecdm 

have dre Govana delegate savia 
olitntedoffioesradrrdwarfor~a 
mt.aientedones 
'k savice -oriented off= in- 

cludt W t y  and Culaval Af- 

fairS.CaMntra.PublicWoltSnd 
Lands and NIlllnl Resoma. 

~ ~ w i l l m n a i n w i t h t h e G o v -  
anor,saardingmtheCommitlee's 
nmmmd&awhichmuslstill& 
d i s d  and appmed by the Cam- 
miace of the Whde &fan being 
cakndandha~ssgeonF-W 
h. 

Tht Pnsi&nt told the Delenatcs .. - ---.- -..- .-- ~~ - - - -  - -.. ---- 
hey will go'ahead and act on otha 
articles of~Consritution and leave 
the most controversial one-k%d 
government4 some other tim. 

This is the second day in a row 
that @ plenary session was can- . 
celed. Wednesday's session (July 
26) was canceled to allow the Corn- 
rnittee on Executive Branch and 
Local Govenunent chaired by Del- 
egate Felix R. Nogis to work out a 
complomise on the local govm- 
rnent issue. 

Public Law-9-18. which set up 
theconstitutional Convention. p m  
vides that the Convention cannot 
meet in a session without the pres- 
ence of at least one delegate h m  . 

each of the three islands. Thue are 
four delegates each from T i  and 
Rota. 

Delegates Victor B. Hocog. who 
is the Convention's Floor Leader, 
and lust0 S. Quitugua had to leave 
theconvention Chamber before the 
scheduled 1 :30p.m plenary session 

- 

Borja . 
Continued trom page 1 
the time to red the t e rsm a d  con- 

. ditions of what is to be performed. 
and asked to examine the finished 
product.'' he added . 

Conaacts for independent con- 
tmctor services cmnoi be entered 
into by Oflice of the Governor or by 
any depvbnent or agency without . 
fmt going thrwgh the entire con- 
pact process. 

A fundmental part of that pro- 
cess includes a built in system of 
checks-and-balances to prevent the 
fraudulent obligationofpublic funds 

Under the law. the Director for 
Procmmem and Supply (Dcput- 
ment 0fFinance)camies the respon- 
sibility of approving all sole source 
procurements. attesting that all con- 
k%% comply with CNMl procure- 
ment regulations that the contract is 
for a public purpose and does not 

~ ~ ~ t e o r a b u s e p u b l i c ~  
Rnally, the Dimtar compktes 

bre mtrzkt process by assuring 
that all llequiredsignahuesarr fiped 
to the document. 

Signaturn required include the 
Governor; Secretary of Finance. 
A n m y  General. Special Assis- 
tant for Management and Budget. 
and the contractor. 

Even sole source contracts must 
be vend thn~lgh the m a 1  ccm- 
&actual process, said the news re- 
lease. 

Every procurement system in the 
world recognizes that there wiU be 
unique circumstances thdt w m t  
sole sou'm pnxumment. it said. 

Sometimes thew arr unique ca- 
pabilities or services that the gov- 
ernment wishes to conthct and can 
contnct thmugh sole source pm 
curement. 

Even these contracts must be jus- 
tified and routed through the sys- 
tem. 

sou= is jwtifled and the conoar- 
tor must provide the service, said 
the Adrninistrath. 

Althaugh the terms and condi- 
tions iue st;mdardized within a con- 
tr&.theindeptndcntam~will 
detail the scope of work to be per- 
formed. m~ &livmblcs. fees 
to pid by the govanment and a 
pymcnt schcduk for hose fee. 
scMule to be maintained, and a 
renewal clause, if applicable. ' 

Finally. the govmment reserves 
the right to audit d l  contracts and 
contractor Fecords. 

Section 3-502ofthe Procurement 
Regulations provides the Public 
Auditor of access to examine all 
records relevant to a government 
contract. 

This section is one of the most 
irtiportant safeguards in the prw 
curement process. No contractor 
whoengagcsincontractud mange- 
rnent with the government is ex- 
emot from this final review and 

- - 

, evalualion. 
"11's inmesting to mc,'hid the 

.; Aaing Governor, 'that Speaker 
Benavcnte requared the Public 

; Auclitor to conduct this audit of the 
Executive Branch. We are mfi- 
dent that when this review is corn- 
p l d ,  it will show that w r  Admin- 

, isuationundtrstood the process and 
entered intomacc forpr,fcs.ciord 
scrvices that q u i r t  unique caps- 

. bilities y qualifications." 
Boja said he also finds it. inter- 

ating that. 'thc same leg~slaturc 
that sought and meivedexemption 
under the Open Government Act 
hits asked the Public Auditor to 
funher scrutinize the Executive 
Branch." As if to suggest that 
another request of the Public Audi- 
tor my be in the offing. Acting 
Governor Bo ja  said. "1 wonder if 
our legislature can pats the test ( R- 

ferring to the audit 1. After dl. it is 
an election year,and the public may 
want to know how the-legislatuk 
has managed its own money @- 
ters." 
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On Amendment 25 T 

Inos to ConCon: T d e  caution 
- -~RafwlH.Almyo . 

VariePyNewsStan 
R m A  Mayor Joseph S. Inos yester- 
dayaskedthe~tteeonExaxl- 
tive B d  and Loca Government 
of the 'Ihird Consti- Comren- 
tion to reexamine its poposals per- 
taining to executive powers fa local 
govanment. 

In a letter to Commietee Chaimm 
Felix R Nogis yesterday, lnos cau- 
tioned convention delegates against 
proposals that would tend to under- 
mine the authority of 1- govem 
ments. 

Inos'wamingcameatlerhearirlg 
of plans by the committee to adopt a 
pmpod that wouldcall f o r a m g e r  Joseph S. /nos 

H e , h o w e v a , ~ l h a t h i s  
pnposals seem to have nat elicited 
favorable considaatiar by the am 
mittee. 

'Ibelimtheamnitteewl~sgiven 
a m a s t ~ v e p i d u ~ e o f u m a t  
lodgwemmcntisandmeanstothc 
people of Rota and T I  both now 
a n d h i . y , " s a i d h " a n d w h a t  
needed corrscitutionaly to be done to 
m l v e  the cunent Amenbnen 25 
di and hrrther shengthen thc 
c o c r s t i ~ f a b l i ~ o f l o c a l ~  
ment to palude fume d i c i  and 
to assure peace, tranquility d pos- 
perity cm thc to islanrls" 

As to thc current poposals king 
s u p p x t e d b y t h e ~ m l n o s  

-said they an totally unacceptable 
tom people of Rota and Tinian. 

'They will destroy local gov- 
ernment as we have known it, 
exercised mi chc&h&l it." the 
mayor said. 

He added that elements of Ar- 
ticle 6, relative to the municipal 
council, an additionally of a na- . . 

ture that will bring econoplic di- 
saster to the islands, including 
Saipan. 

"I urge the Committee to most 
carefully reexamine its proposals 
and make the necessary adjust- 
ments. and not with open eyes 
blueprint the destmction of our 

- heritage,' the mayor pleaded. 
centd govemment andessentially a Although the pnposals cm local 
leswnpowend island govemment government haw yet to bc decided 
for Rda andT.inian onb~thedeb-.theyha=- 

option No. 4, cunently being 6 mate quite a rift between S a i p  

.b-'inthe-ttee*wouldp de-endtheRotadele-.* ' 
videmay*ofRotaandT-pow- who m y  - the - 
erspertainingtothc&liveryofplblic quo. 

whenthe@v-del- -- -thatSaipdel- 
egates such authority to them egatesm hesitantto@ve-mer 

'Ihe sank  pmpod almost exclu- to the mayors for fear that political 
sively cenhalizes the authority to ex- interference in the s& islands 

Education Act of 1988. 

ecute and enface Commonwealth d d  prevent better government. 
laws to the governor. Mandona On the Other - =- 

'Iheehas-- by gued that there is a need to give tie 
RotaDele@BenmT.Manglona mayas a share of executive powers 
who believes that Amendment 25 of as this was intended under the Cov- 
theCNMIConsti~ionshouMbe enanb. 
-and-*asto Mayorh-gaF=*- 
@vetheF@eofthe-- ' mie-*hi=If-outin 
the autonomy and the levaage to support of local govemment au- 
b a s i c a U y g o v e m ~ v e ~ d u w g h  tonomy and has turned in his own 
dreir island m a p  poposals cm the issue. 


