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Tinian land lease
in place until 2008

H Extended: Island leaders

commonwealth government’s ap-

oppose using land for ‘a prova to have the option to extend its
bunch of cows,’ despite hzl;ecx:;v deg:m Marianas 979Public
. in 1
1979 agreement ed Microneeian jopment Co. the
By GAYNOR DUMAT-OL “excl ” to twice extend its
Dally News Staff lease until year 2018, according to the
Tinian leaders had a golf course and 1979 ent between both

other touriam-related developments

Under its leue extenuon, Ml-

in mind when a private p
lease of a vast Tinian public land wu

expiring last month.

The land, tof 3,000 hectares,
had been leased by nesian De-
velopment Co. since 1965 and used

ly for cattle A

e Tinian leaders were i
Micronesian Development Co.’s lease
to expire on June 10 8o they made
plans to open the land to devel
who want to build tourist fmhhes

as a golf course, hotel resorts
condominjums.

But those plans might have to wait
until year 2008.

Tinian leaders have learned that
Gov. Froilan C. Tenorio has approved
an extension of Micronesian Develop-
mfln‘l:e Co.’s lease. .

lease extension agreement says
Micronesian Development Co. could
continue using the property for agri-
cultural purposes until June 10, 2008.
It says algo that the firm — partl
owned by investors in Japan — has
the right to an “automatic extension”
after 2008 for another 10 years.

Tinian Sen. David Cing this week
sent a letter to the governor to say he
was disappointed.

Becauge oft.he lease extension, the and,

land would remam a area for
“a bunch of cows,” Cing :
Kurt Burkhnrt the governor's

il it B

and times more than the first lease value.

commonwealth government g;g for
every hectare per year. It would make
faymenu every quarter, as per the
ease extension.

The Tinian senator said that price is
low. Cing said that property’s fair mar-
ket value was $25 per square meter.

Tony Yncl:!n\ldn pmuéient of Ml—

the lease lx:aymg in a phone inter-
view that price he paid was three

Tinian legislative delegation Chair-
man Joaquin Adriano, Mayor Her-
man Manglona, Sen. Henry DLG San
Nleolas and Tinian municipal coun-
oﬁcmla sent a letter to the gover-
nar on July 18 and opposed the lease
extension.

M.\mnemanDevelopmentCo.w
ates The Bar K Ranch and told the gov-
ernor in a letter that the ranch has a
thousand head of cattle and horses.

The Tinian leaders argued that the
firm does not need a lease extension
for all of the land covered by the 1966
lease agreement.

, “As you are aware, the leaders of Tini-
mhnvnhddnsvemlmeehngu ird-

lease extemmn wu nmrely a formal-
ity, h Mi De-
velopment Co. in 1979 obtained the

cluding a hotel resort, golf courses,
condominiums related amenities,”
the island leaders wrote.

tening.’ Story on Page 3.

mgmnt " the Tinian leaders Gaynor Dumet-olDally News Stalt

in a letter to the governar, RotasdelegatototheCormﬂuﬁumlConvmﬁon Benjamin T. Manglona, staged a

w&% "’wm "br:d""l:“ walkout Wednesday to bring attentionto his proposals to strengthen local govern -
8 ° ment authority. Manglona said of the delegates at the convention, ‘Nobody was lis-

Police chief: Group helped keep wife-beater in jail

By GAYNOR DUMAT-OL

Dalty News Staff

A support group for victims of domes- when he served a third of

tenced the.husband to three iyeaﬂ in
prison. Pinaula became ehﬂl;le or parole
sentence.

tic violence has succeeded in its first cam-  The latest conviction was about a beat-
paign here against the early release from ing in which prosecution said Jessica Pin-

prison of & wife-beater

Mln'c pva wannd racviend covan etitrhae

his wife and their three children who are
5- to T-years old in their home, boarded
the windows, nailed the doors put gasoline
around their house and threatened to set
his family on fire.

Vietmn Haln ~nmhbare ~-11.3

locked up longer than one year.

“We' re lookmg at it as justice for the
vietim,” Ogumoro said of the parole
board’s decision. “We're not against Mr.
Pinaula. We're against the violence.”
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Delegates debate ‘sensitive’ land 1ssues

By DaN Pruirs

Public policies involving all
the land in the Northern Mariana
Islands were discussed at length
during Saturday’s session of tho
Third Northern Mariana Islands
Constitutional Convention.

Private and public landowners
and lease holders, including busi-
nesses, homesteaders, farmers,
adopted children and heirs, will all
be affected by the decisions made
on these sensitive issues.

Proposals finalized by the
Convention’s Commitiee on Land
and Personal Rights, then app d

public land in “preserves”.

Another Ssipan lawyer, Ted
Mitchell, who has long been an out-
spoken advocate of a strict Article 12
and who represents several people
trying 10 reclaim their tand due to
alleged Article 12 violations, said
that the existing Article 12 “provides
astraightforward way o enforce Ar-
ticle 12. This new proposal is nof at
all clear and it would leavenulluplo
the courts.”

Govendo and Mitchell were

among the less than 10 people from
the public who took time on Saturday
o witness the Conveation’s discus-
siona on the Iand issues. The Tribune
was the only one out of the

by the Convention, will then be
considered by the people of the
Commonwealth. e

Afterextensive discussion, the
Convention gave preliminary ap-
proval on Saturday to lhe

1 h

Articles 11 (whnch deals with pub-
lic land) and 12 (whxch lumts land

C ealth’s six. o
be represented.

Lan s

Artiele 12 chn's allnd ‘h'lr' ‘____ﬂ,,,,

Anumherofsuhunmlchnngu
in Article 12 have been proposed by
the Convention's Comnmnittee on
Lands and Personal Rights, with the
Article 12 work being led by Com-
mxuu Chaiman Joe Lifoifoi and

ow iptoi ) bers Marian Aldan-
of the CNMI Constitution. Pierce and Lillian Tenorio.
The Convention is scheduled Section 1 of Article 12 would be
changed 50 that a buyer must, in the

to consider Article 11 for a final
voteeither today or tomorrow, with
Article 12 to follow. Today's ses-
sion is scheduled to start at 9 am.

words of Convention legal counsel *

Deannc Siemer, “disclose relevant
information to the seiler, such as
whether the buyer is an ageat for

and tomorrow’s session is slated Ise, whether th om
for 10 a.m. missions being paid, and whether
Althongh most of the Convea-  there are plans to develop the prop-
tiondelegates agreed thatthe proposals €1ty or whether the buyer will join the
would improve the existing language  parcel with other parcels.”
in Articles |1 and 12, two leading ac- Slema said that changes are
tivists said that if the proposals ap-  designed to ensure that
proved on Saturday on first resding | are fair to all of the parties involved.
end up heing approved by the Conven- Mitchell said that Article 12 was

tion and voters, it would mean nothing
short of disaster to the peopls.

never meant to be fair, pointing out
that it is discriminatory by its very
nature, following the mandate of sec-

Locél goveﬂrnment
issue stalls Convention

BvDAuPu.l.n

Ongoing debale over the“ !

authority of local island gov-
emments led to the second

ment at the Third Northern _

Mariana Islands Constitu-
tional Convention yesterday.

. The failure to reach a
compromise on local govern-
ment issues led to the cancel-
lation of Wednesday’s sched-
uled session and the same
problem, along with a per-
sonal tragedy that took the

Saipan lawyer Kea Goveado, one
of the most outspoken advocates of  tion 805 of the Commonwealth Cov- g::ddfme;o:;;y ml‘:‘:
protecting beachfront public land from  enant, which requires that ownership veation, cancelia-
further ic devel said  of C Ith land be restricted 15001 ¥
that although the new proposalsin Ar-  oaly to people of Northern Mariana Atﬂlecmcofdleconlm-
ticle 11 sound nice, “There are a thou-  Islands descent. versy is the same issue that
sand ways to get around it. This is not Section 2 of Article 12, a8 pro-  has been critical in negotiat-
going 10 protect public land at all.” posed, would now allow “a transfer  ing the Commonweaith Cov-
“This will only have another by inberitance of a life interest to 8 enant and the first two consti-
Marianas Public Land Corporation,snd ~ person who is aot of Northern o s,
the same way that public land was  Msrianas descentand whois agpouse ::::::ludfg:t‘;'e:::;'h i::.n‘;
leased aut in the 1980s to the politi- or child who was adopted before six local | should have and
cians and the connecied people will  yearofage.” Tenoriosaidhis would caders should have
continue,” Govendo said. ok £ the fraudul how much authority the cen-
The Convention’sproposalwould ~ of 17-year-olds for purmose of rans-  tral CNMI government should
create aMarianas Land Bureautoman-  ferving title,” have.

age CNMT public land, along with pro-
viding a mechanism for resolving land
exchange disputes and for protecting

In addition, the new section 2
would allow “transfer to a mortgage
See Delegate, Page 6

The issue was recently
the subject of a controversial
Superior Courtdecisioninthe

case filed by Rota Mayor Jo-
seph Inos against Gov. Froilan
C. Tenario. Tenorio favors a
strong ceniral government,
limits on the powers of island
mayors and accountability on

" the part of island mayors.

Rota Delegate Benjamin
T. Manglona has stood strong
insupport of maintaining local
authority over operations and
expenditures, especially on
Rota and Tinian.

Tenorio, however, has
said the govemor should con-
trol expenditures and law en-
forcement throughout the
CNML.

Saipan Delegate Tomas
Aldan said that he could not

supportthe “creation of three
separate and distinct execu-
tive branches.”

Convention President
Herman T. Guerrero, a
Saipan delegate who is an
executive assistant to the
governor, said that under
current law, the mayors are
basically “glorified special
asgistants to the governor
who are elected by the
people.”

Manglona disagreed,
however, pointing out that
without the compromises
worked out in the negotia-
tion of the Covenant and
Constitution, there may have
never been a Common-
wealth.

He has repeatedly
called for a “unified North-
em Marianas,” but many
Saipan leaders, including
several delegates, favor
more central government
authority on Rota and
Tinian, mainly because the
funding to support the gov-
emments on the two islands
has traditionally been gen-

See Local, Page 8
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The Constitutional Convention
delegates have rejected earmark-
ing of Commonwealth revenues
for any purpose because of the
need for all agencies to justify
their budgets to the legislature
and to live within the
Commonwealth's means. In 1985,
the second convention provided a
fixed 15% of Commonwealth rev-
enues for the Public School Sys-
tem and a fixed 1% for the North-
ern Marianas College. The del-
egates have tentative rejected
both of these guarantees.

The convention, which convened
last month, was met with very
large requests for earmarking
from many agencies: the public
school system wanted 45% of
totalrevenues; the college asked
for 5%; and the Civil Service Com-
mission wanted 5%; advocates for
the health agencies and the pub-
lic safety functions wanted an-
other 65%. “The advocates for
various earmarking would have
swept up nearly the whole amount
of Commonwealth revenues every
year,” commented Convention
President Herman T. Guerrero.
“There would have been nothing

left for many of the government.

agencies.”

In response, the Convention has
done away with all earmarking.
“We think every government
agency should have to justify its
budget to the legislature,” said
Delegate Justo S. Quitugua (Rota).
As priorities shift from year to
year, this would leave the legisla-

Red Cross
gets more
disaster

ture with the flexibility to adjust to
new needs and changing condi-
tions. “I don't think any Legisla-
ture would be so irresponsible as
not to provide for the educational
needs of our community,” Delegate
Bernadita T. Seman said. Another
remedy is to recall of public offi-
cials that the Convention delegates
are considering making somewhat
easier than under the current Con-
stitution.

“Earmarking is a bad idea, “ac-
cording to Delegates Esther S.
Fleming. “It follows agencies to be-
come complacent to revenues , and
less scrutiny is given to costs in-
curred during normal operations,
We need every agency watching its
costs carefully all the time. The
earmarking system does not give
them incentives to do that® The
delegates have been lobbied hard
by the agencies that now have a
guaranteed share of Common-
wealth revenues each year and
stand to lose preferred status if the
proposed amendments are passed.
The delegates have also been pur-
sued by agencies that would like to
be granted an automatic share
each year. “We are all pretty much
united on this issue,” said
Guerrero. “If we give a guaranteed
share to the agency, they will ask
for that. And then the government
would be locked in for 25 years un-
til the Constitution might be
amended again.”

NMC mission
‘Constitutional amendments teri-

Earmarking of
funds rejected

tatively approved by the Conven-
tion delegates have deleted the de-
scription of the Northern Merianas
College and its mission from the
Constitution. “These are legislative
matters,” explained Delegatq
Henry U, Hofschneider, Chairm

of the Committee on Judiciary -

and Other Elected Offices which
has jurisdiction over education.
“Many people do not realize that
we cannot act as a Legislature,
when we are in a constitutional
convention. We need to stick tc
constitutional subjects, which are
the basic framework for the gov-
ernment. Otherwise, Qur Consti-
tution would be hundreds of pages
long.” ,

The delegates were advised
early in the pre-convention process .
by their legal counsel about the.

differences between Legislative

matters and Constitutional provi-.

sions. The attorney General also-

provided that was legislative in:
nature and should be removed:
from the constitution. In applying’
these standards provided by the
lawyers, the delegates were per-
suaded that all of the language
about the College was legislative
in nature and should be deleted. '

“Everybody wants to be in the
Constitution,” said Delegates
David Q. Maratita of Tinian, “but
it is not our job to describe every
government agency and tell it
what to do. we have the greatest
regpect for the College and the job
they are trying to do. They are a
great asset to the Commonwealth,
but these provisions just don't be-
long in the Constitution. All the
advice we received agreed on that
point.”

The Board of Regents of the Col
lege and its operations have beer
covered by the Legislature in de
tailed legislation. The guarantee-
of autonomy, necessary to accredi
tation, have been enacted into law
“The College wants the same prc
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before delegates cast final votes on Article 12 amendments.

Delegate

pushesﬁ

for local authority

By GAYNOR DUMAT-OL

News

After fai for weeks to get enough
support for his proposed constitutional
amendments to s en local gov-
ermment authority on home island,
Rota delegate Benjamin T. Manglona
said he finaily was told Wednesday af-
ternoon that a compromise was being

worked out.
.. staged a walkout to achieve
t.

Proposals
Since the start of the convention in

early June, ona said he and other
Y Mangl 0l labor

delegates from Rota have
ly pushed their
guage that s

administrative functions their mayor

carry out.
Whenhhhtutmonwm
failed, be walked out.

ment amendments from
are from Saipan.
Mayorai supervision
Manglona said because Rota is far
from the central government on Saipan,

the mayor there must be allowsd to su-
government employees on the is-

* “We do not want to go back to the days
when, in the absence of direct day-to-day

abuses of alien work-
caught

Official will try to bar
conflicts of interest

GAYNOR DUMAT-OL

e

°A who has worked long and hard

NMShII
delegateJoaqmnP Villagomaz

would try to block constitutional conven
mmmm;::mmc
with the purpose of Article 12 from

: in the final vote on proposed
;- umng::grdahdtothntpuﬂofthe

OommouwealmdtheNonhemMamnlt

Islands Constitution. !
Villagumazaa:ddu:wukluwmldmn

troduce a conflict-of-interest

their final vote. A similar proposal, made
whenﬂmeonvanhnnltamdm.lnne.

'ﬂmﬁmlvotaonAmde 12 could hap- em
pen-any day now, with the convention’s
initial closing date only tne week away.

Duringa p! session last Saf
the constitutio W:icon‘v_enhm d;::::sed

a o
ﬂhde uamcndmmh. after a t.hne-hour

Arhde 12allowlcnlypn-onsorcm'p&
rations of Northern Marianas descent to
uwnlnnd.Othu'muldleaufnruptoSS

Vilhgomeznld'.he'lmhdhko-mnh

'nm Supan delegnte said a special-in
for developers succeeded in

gotting dormtu elected to the third

rewriting of the CNMI constitution. A con-

flict-of-| lnmut rule would counter '.hlt,

homuldhomnot

Y,

hold interest equivalent to a lease for life.

Local Red Cross chapter
receives grants for $200,000

lupphes The second ides for
the renovation of the nornge facility be-
hind the Red Cross office near the air-

for many years with his or her mate and
invested in joint family property should

not be deniéd all mhenumee of land,” the
committee stated.

B Allow parties of a lease to sever a
provision from a lease agreement that
provides for a term beyond 55 years in
case of a change of law. “At the end of 55 £

ars, the land would go back to th.g

orthern Marianas owner, ” the land com- °°
mittee said.

‘W Allow Chamorros fmm Saipan who
were sent to Guam, Yap, Palau and other
places by the Japanese and who returned
to Saipan after 1950 to qualify as a North-

ern Marianas descendant. The current cut-
off date is 1960. “It ‘theans that anyone
who was born or domiciled it the Northern
Marianas in 1950, and: who w?l” a trust
territory citizen, now be¢omes 1 percent
Northern Marianas d eaeent. t.be commit-
ml?l% languasa. - from void

ow a - voi

abmmo(vmdfmmthevéryliepnnmg)to
voidable t—ad l.:: e Swhat hap, ns
to a dispu 'ormer Supreme
Chief Justice Jose Dela S, Cruz, a member
dﬂlecunvenhmlegnltéam.sudtheterm
voidable would give the courts some flexi-
blhtytodeudswhntwdowhen'.hemua
violation of Article 12, ~ -~

B Create an office within the Attor-
ney Generals’ office where landowners
can go for advice.“This office would mon-
itor Article 12 transactions and would
be able to spot illegal practices as they
come up, nt.hcr tlmn waiting to be chal-
lenged in court,” according to the com-

fjne “"PK-.I 'sn 004 HLTVIMNOWIWOD &

966!

H Provide a constitutional provision that
limita to six years from the date a land
deal took place, for a of Northern
Marianas a an Article 12

hgmandthmothcrdalegatu, ‘arios
Camnclm,V'mto : Alden, and John
Gonzales voted against the proposed
mcndmenh.
es said the statute of limitations

jv-

feuupwplln.rl:li:u t
years for some e to avi-
olation has been committed in a land deal,
eliﬁc:ul“unl|.ieu-ltn.n::lin':‘:h:d‘wupla::ml ity of
com

thehngmsv'hewi'

V' said he wants the "legal jar-
gon” m the proposed Artu:le 12 amend-

times the size of the would
also be possible under the second t.
Bd'unrpcaivingthapmtfor ren-




: Highlights of the Third NMI Constitutional

Earmarking revenues
The Constitutional Convention dele-
i ing of Common

e think every t agency
should have to ]“Iﬁ%vl?@:ld.:ﬁ to the
Legislature,” said Delegate Justo 8. wey
Quitugua of Rota

As priorities shift from year to ,
thinwmﬂdlnnthnlagilhu:nwi'r&
flexibility to adjust to new needs and

“T think any Legislature would be
80 irresponsible as not to provide for the
educational needs of our community,” Del~
egate Bennett T. Seman said.

status if the are

ing these standards provided by the a

L the lﬂmﬂc‘%

wyers, delegu
that all of the language about
waa legislati inn-tnnn{d

memhﬁhw-

Convention

Under the language approved by the
the i is given wide
positicns tha:

sion. .
Personal rights article
Demto the Third Northern Mar
Constitutional

;n-ui socond a6 fiaaj

on DA ing of Ar-
il orwal Bigate by wing o Ar
wote of 23-0, with four absences. After con-
vention President Herman T. Guerrerv
. (Jun Pan) announced the results, dele-

t a new sec-

ﬁmmmmyhmmﬂdmlw VOICE OF THE PEOPLIC
inls w] tion delegates -
are consi ing somewhat eaxier Resisting U.S. ten. Rather than follow the law  ted their Seven Year Plan in al or local funding to establish
than it is under the current Constitution. aneats higto! L m&.mm SY 1984-95. In this Jong-range alternative programs, the ac-
ing is a bad idea,” according "CPC Y 9 hired Cahn from Wash- it addresses curriculum creditation process require-
to Delegate Esther S. Fleming, “It allows ., W must not let Froilan D.C. to rewrite the law. ﬁqmﬂt activities, student quarterly statistical re-
agencies to ‘about their orio the sume kind Federal of evaluation instrument, profes- part, school year repart, annu-
entitlement to revenues, and less scruti- Of mistakes the Japanese did. ¢he U1.S, has repeatedly ad- sional staff development needs, al budgetary X
1y is given to costs incurred during nor- ;LY Years ago intransigent yised the CNMI to properiy en- facility improvement, staffing  ified calendars, summerfinter-
mal operations, We need to have agency Jipaneee leaders lod their 10¥- gy jt’s labor laws. Instead, Deeds, teacher performance cession programs, and oth-
watching its costs carefully all the time. ‘!'“.b-‘mh”u into an g oome reason Tenorio has evaluation, proposals for spe-  ers.All these blueprints for ex
The earmarking system does not give atomic war they Y l"d'\dgddod to rewrite the labor c¢ial need areas, budgetary is- cellence in our very own Public
them incentives to do that.” th of the US. The. law. He must think that it is sues, projected enrollment, pro- - School System denote the im-
The delegates have been lobbied hard e capscity of the ' important to encourage r alternative programs, mensity of planning activities
by the agencies that now have a guaran- d““‘“’.““"‘"“‘. asaresult oo investors like WilliaTan mplementation of new con- being performed at the schaol
teed share of Commonwealth revenues 9f 8ristocratic arrogance. The than to fully omply with the S°Pt8in parentalin- level and at Central
each year and stand to loge their preferred J2panese and the Germana demands made by YOlvement.programs, and. . What we need to critically
d . both let biind loyalty based on  Publicized de e many adress is to periodically re-
i : notions of nationalistic and the U8, Whyt The big b I - Prior to this requirement, evaluate all these plans and
- racist pride override reason. principels were itting their them to correspond
Pacific Ba@ Rews | with leaders like that who ﬂ:‘“‘ m‘;_‘lmyif“ Five Year Plan with a year-to- with the new paradigms ih ed-
. ’ *+ | weeds enemies. - wratch year Our vi- ucation. It is in the context of
The United States as a ns- + THOMAS M. SWEENY sgions for improvement in all ar-  our education that we begin to
ocus s::g;f’gim:: ’:’:.‘; ::" ‘Marianas Variety’ : -mdnumhdhhmmen discern ov;hnt in the u:orld is
. . " blueprints and publicized re- worthy of our time atten-
sured more by merit thanrace StOTy angers educator | ! v ¢ ime a
On the Commonwealth ar class or place of birth. There Puﬁ‘&’f “d, S]“’mm!b: f:m“hﬂ ° mmﬂ? e; EJ&'&:&‘"& r:'nl;;t
"1'::;’;:}3&?”; ::l': hm; mddhﬂw.i: direction, and a powerful evi- ers can be understood. From
TODD G. DICKSON o e licle entitlod PSS Being Run dence of caringin providingthe the destabilizing and uncom-
News Editor were more likely to mp;opw Without a Plan published in . best education possible fur our fortable confusion of we
in making hard decisions. - the Marianas Variety in the studentain this Commonwealth. sincerely yearn for leaders who
GAYNOR DUMAT-OL _ware more likely to be leaders, July 4 issus on the third pege. L speak for the teachers, pro- see beyond the chaos, who can
. - Bureaursporter 1t is nimplistic and wrong, 1.am definitely sure that this gram managers, counselors, clicose a' direction, can forge
. NI however, to lay all the blame article has insulted the intelli- principals, vice p 8 ahead, are able to reassure us
FRANK KUPEH on the legden}up of any coun- gence and cr.d.ibi]ity of the the m?’ '“PW‘ staff and I that the future holds pm_nnse'
Advertising Sales Manager try. Responsible citizens nust many highly educated and ded- would like to assure the Board and can focus the energies of
" participate in making political - icated PSS emplayees who of Education Vice Chairman, tliose who.follow in ways that
JUAN LEON GUERRERO. | decisions. - -+ hawe in so much time Mr. Dina Janes, that our pub- er them to feel a sense
District Sales Manager ' - People must work together and energies at work and at lic sctiools arid Central Office of control over their lives.
N . v to find politically acceptable home designing their _are being “ryn” with variety of ; once said, “The sin-
Focus on the Commonwealth ways to pull out of & paranoid ' blueprints for excellence in ed- action plans. In addition to the gle most visible factor that dis-
P.O. Box 822, Saipan, C.M. 96950 postwar ire. Can Teno- ucation for the best interest of Seven Yéar Plan. the schools tinguishes successfiil major
Published woekly on Guam by the rio lead the way? our students in this beautiful and Central Office are con- changes from change efforts
' Pacific Daily News Somebody, for example, con- Commonwealth This articleis stantly engaged in other strate-  that failed is strong support
: A Gannett Nowspaper vinced him to spend $83,000 simply far from the truth. gic planning mechanisms, such  from top léaders.” -
Telephone: 234-6423 « Fax: 234-5986 | 5 have the labor code re-writ- e PSS principals submit- 88 writing proposals for feder- : . TOM PANGELINAN




