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IF THE Third Cqnstitutional ' (I Convention is to reduce the 

Maaglona in an interview 

tht d y - a p p r o v e d  c.0 
ti*, proposal to get rid 
$&ate scat for each 
Commonwealth'e t l m e ' i m  
rial districts. 
. He' mid the' niove'could be 

up witb a letta asking ConCon 

delegates toreconsider the pro- 
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He added that if the motiva- 
tion behind the pro@ is to 
cut ass, he would mthct see 

l o w e d  b six and. 13 mem- 
bers, nspectively.. 

c"mntly, 9. 
isnineand 18: 
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front page of the Hor 
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a recent press release 
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ClonCon bids for 
recall of elected 

By Mar-Vic C. Munar 
Variety News Staff 

IT WOULD become easier 
torecall elected officials who re- 
nege on their duties if amend- 
ments to the recall provision a p  
proved by the Constitutional Con- 
vention is ratif~ed. . 

Delegates to the Constitutional 
Convention approved last Satur- 
day a proposal to allow a recall 
bid provided that 20 percent of 
the voting population signed a 
petition to this effect. 

Delegate Joaquin Villagomez 
argued that bad-performing 
elected officials do not have busi- 
ness keeping their positions. - 

If (the officials) aren't doing 
their jobs. we should throw them 
out. Why should the people have 
to wait until two 6r four years to 
gel rid of somebody who is doing 

!Villagomez asked. 
absdjoE Under -amendment 
, 20 percent of the entire voting 
population of the Commonwealth 
shall sign for the recall of a Com- 
monwealth official such as the 
governor-. For a locally elected 
officials such as a senator, repre- 
sentative, mayor or o municipal 
council member, the recall peti- 
tion r e q h  20 percent of the 
voters in the senatorial district. 

'Ihe kcdl petition would be 

then submitted to the Attorney 
General for verification. 

After the Attorney General's 
certification. the actual recall pro- 
ceeding will be done through an 
electoral exercise within 90 days. 

If a majority of the electorate 
voted for the recall of the official. 
then his office is vacated. 

The current provision, enacted 
in 1976, requires the approval of 
at least *o-thirds of the qualifnd 
voters. This rule, according to 
Yillagomez "made it impossible 
to use the (voters*) recall power." 

Let's suppose that there are 
1,000 qualified voters. Then you 
haveto get 661 vetesfbr the recall 
petition. .What happens if only 
600 people vote? Then you 
lose,"said Villagomez who spon- 
sored the amendment proposals. 

The provision for the replace- 
ment of a recalled official has also 
been amended. 

The cumnt Constitution pro- 
vi&s that the ousted governor 
shall be replaced by the lieutenant 
governor. Under a change ap- . 
proved ' by the Convention del- 
egates, the lieutenant governor 
who takes over the governor's. 
seat wiU name his successor. 

Cumntly, the senate presidtnt 
replaces thC removed lieutenant 
governor. 

easier 
officials 

Convention delegates explained 
that the amendment "is designed 
to keep the'offices in the hands of 
the same political party." 

In the case of a senator or a 
representative. the vacancy shall 
be filled through a sptcial elec- 
tion if the legislator concerned 
has'yet to complete more than 
half of his term at the time he is 
recalled. 

If the recalledlegislator has less 
than half of his term remaining. 
he shall be replaced by a defeated 
candidate who got the largest num- 
ber of votes in the last election. 

A vacancy in the office of mayor 
is also filled by special election if 
more than half the term remains. 

Convention delegates, how- 
ever, decided to retain the 
provision which states that no , 

elected official can be chal- ; 
lenged during the first six . 
months in office. 

Furthermore, the recall move 
may not be initiated against an 
official more than once. 

provision. the delegates 
explained, was aimed at protect- 
ing incumbent officials from any 
political "harasdnt" by o p p  
nents. 




