
August 3, 1935 
VIA F;LX 6 7 0 / 3 2 2 - - 0 9 9 3  

Herman T. Guerraro  
President 
Third Constitutional Convention 
Corimonwcalth of t h e  Northern Mariana i s l a n d s  
Saipan, MP 96950 

Dear Mr. President: 

This is to inform you and the o t h e r  delegates that 1 have 
decided that I c a n n o t ,  in good conscience, subscribe my name 
to the draft co:~stitution which has teen apyrovecl by t h e  
Convention. 

You are entitled to know the principal reasons f o r  my 
decision, 

Under your leadership and the influence of t h e  majority, w h a t  
I regard as the most i ~ n p o t t a n t  issue before the Convention was 
entrusted to a cornittee whose chair and vice-chair were 
fundamenta l ly  out of sympathy with the very purpose and 
existence of Article X I I ,  I n  f a c t ,  t h e y  were opposed to it. 

F'. 8 1  

Under your l e a d e r s h i p ,  a n  attorney w a s  employed and a s s i g n e d  
tc t h e  Corcmittee on Land and Personal Rights whose personal, 
p r i v a t e  objective was to acco rnmoda t~  t h e  interests of those 
who had v i o l a t e d  Article XI1 and d e p r i v e d  many of our  c i t i z e n s  
of t h e i r  l a n d .  O u r  objective, under the Covenant and for t h e  
benefit of o u r  people ,  :.;as t o  see t h a t  justice is d o n e  i n  
accordance w i t h  t h e  terms and  objectives of Article XII, n o t  
t o  g i v e  amnesty t o  t h o s e  who have violated it. 

Insufficient time was devoted to this vital and vexy technical 
subject and as a result, the Corrni t tee leadership and the 
C o r n m i - t t e e  attorney had t h e i r  way. With a l l  due respect ,  Mr. 
President, most i f  not all of the delegates were not given 
sufficient time o r  t h e  i n f o r n ~ a t i o n  necessary to get a f u l l  
understanding of the amendments and the analysis written by 
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t h e  committee c o u n s e l .  

Those who wan ted  t h e s e  e s s e n t i a l  p r o t e c t i o n s  t o  be 
s t r e n g t h e n e d  have  been frustrated and defeated by y o u r  
m a j o r i t y .  

Instead o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  h e r  n e u t r a l i t y  a n d  o b j e c t i v i t y  (slnce 
s h e  was the only attorney) s o  that all of t h e  d e l e g a t e s  c o u l d  
have t h e  benefit of  her  a d v i c e ,  t h e  C o n n i t t e e  counsel  w i t h h e l d  
i m p o r t a n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  o n l y  d i s c l o s e d  it a f t e r  it was too 
late, 

I n  t h e  name of " f a i r n e s s "  and  " f l e x i b i l i t y "  the C o m m i t t e e  
counsel  h a s  made h i g h l y  l e g a l i s t i c  and techriical amendments t o  
Ar t i c l e  XI1 w h i c h  cut the v e r y  heart o u t  of i t .  And i n  h i g h l y  
l e g a l i s t i c  and t e c h n i c a l  word ing  i n  the a r l a l y s i s ,  s h e  has 
l e g a l l y  f o r g i v e n  t h e  wrongdoers of t h e  p a s t  so  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  
n e v e r  h a v e  t o  r e l i n q u i s h  t h e i r  i l l - g o t t e n  g a i n s .  I n  o t h e r  
words, t h e y  w i l l  k e e p  t h e  land which t h e y  b o u g h t  i n  
C o n t r a v e n t i o n  of A r t i c l e  XII .  

A s  a result, most if  n o t  a l l  of t h e  hundred& of h e c t a r e s  of 
l a n d  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  l o s t  t o  o u r  people a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  
i l l e g a l  t r a n s a c t i o n s  of t h e  past 1 6  y e a r s  w i l l  n e v e r  be 
r e c o v e r e d .  I f  t h e  new A r t i c l e  X I 1  i s  ratified, t h a t  w i l l  be 
t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  c o n s e q u e n c e  of t h s  a c t i o n s  o f  a n a j o r i t y  of 
t h i s  C o n v e n t i o n .  

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  counsel  made i t  p e r f e c t l y  c l e a r  from t h e  
b e g i n n i n g  t h a t  s h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  " v o i d  ab i n i t i o "  was too 
h a r s h .  Too h a r s h  f o r  whon!? Too h a r s h  f o r  our people? O r  t o o  
h a r s h  f o r  t h o s e  who v i o l a t e d  Art icle X I I ,  w i t h  the a d v i c e  a n d  
help of  t h e i r  la;v.yers? 

From w h a t  I h e a r d  d u r i n g  t h e  e l e c t i o n  of the d e l e g a t e s ,  t h e  
p e o p l e  w a n t e d  t o  be a s s u r e d  t h a t  t h e i r  protection f rom t h e  
l o s s  of t h e i r  l a n d s  wou ld  be p r e s e r v e d  and s t r e n g t h e n e d .  
I n s t e a d ,  i t  h a s  been  weakened f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  and d e s t r o y e d  f o r  
t h e  p a s t .  

"Void ab Lnitio" i s  g o n e  a n d  our l a n d  is gone wikh it. 
! 
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Fox t h e s e  r e a s o n s ,  I cannot i n  good conscience subscr ibe  t o  a 
c o n s t i t u t i o n  w h i c h  con ta ins  a d e n i a l  of t h e  niost i m p o r t a n t  and  
fundainental r i g h t  o f  ou r  p e o p l e :  tl-le r i g h t  to r e t a i n  their 
l a n d  f o r  t hemse l ves  and a l l  future g e n e r a t i o n s .  

CARLOS S .  CAMACHO 


