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NINTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH I.lGISIA1UUE H. J. R NO. qm25 

A HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 

To recall House Leglslatlve Inltiatlve 9-1 from thc Board of 
Elections and for other purposes. 

WHEREAS, House Legislative Initiative 3-1 was passed by the House of 

Representatives on March 10, 1994 and by thc Senate on June 7, 1934 and was 
duly thereafter transmitted to the Board of Elections to bc placed on thc ballot 

at the next regular general election which shall be held on November 4, 1995; 
and 

WHEREAS, House Legislative Initiative 3-1 proposes substantive changes 

to Article II of the Commonwealth Constitution, specifically with regard to the 
budgets of the Legislature and Legislative Bureau; and 

WIiEREAS, Ninth Northern Mariana Islands Commonwealth 1,tgislature 

passed arid on January 6, 1995 the Govcrnor signcd into law Public Law 9-18 
entitled the "Northern Marianas Third Constitutiond Convention Enabling 

Act" which authorized the convening o l  the Third Northern Marlanas 
Constitutional Convention on June 5,1995; and 

WHEREAS, section 12 of Publlc Law 3-18 specirically vested the 
Constitutional Convention with the duty to "propsc such amendments to thc 

Constitution . . . as it believes to be in the best interests of the people of the 

Commonwealth;" and 

WHEREAS, consistent with that mandate, the Third Constitutional 

Convention proposed far reaching amendments to Artlcle TI w i ~ h  respect to 

the structure of the Legislative Branch including substantive amendments to 

the budgets of the Legislature and the Legislative Bureau; and 
WHEREAS, these amendments proposed by the Third Constttutlonal 

Convention and the amendments proposed by I.egislative Initiative 9-1 
embrace the same subject matter, the Icgislativc budget, but propose very 

diffmnt approaches and limits ro lcgislativc spending; and 
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lIOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO- 

WHEREAS, the Legislature was accorded the opportunity to provide 
commentary and testimony with regard to the amendments proposed by the 
Convention and the Committee on Legislative Branch a d  Public Financc has 
duly considered the Legislature's views and incorporated the Legislature's 

concerns into its decision making process; and 
WEREAS, Public Law 9-18, section 19(a) providcs that the amendments 

to the Constitution proposed by the Conve~~tion shall be suhtnitted to thc voters 
for ratification at the November 1995 regular general clccdon; and 

WHEREAS, this timetable for ratification may bc cxtcndcd for six months 
to May 1996 if House Bill 9-408 bccomcs law; and 

WHEREAS, regardless of when the amendments proposed by the 

Convention are submitted to the voters, there is the possibility that 

Inconsistent proposals to Article I1 of the Constitution may hc approved; and 

WHEREAS, it is foreseeable that such an event would lcad to 

administrative and fiscal confusion and generally undermine the stability and 

credibility of the polltical process: and 

WHEREAS, it is essential that the clectcd rcprcscntatives of thc pcoplc of 
the Commonwealth, the members of the Legislature and the Convention 

delegates, speak with one voice; and 
WHEKEAS, it is within the power OF the Irgislaturc to recall their action 

from the Boatd of Elections so that the voters of the Commonwedth may make 
an unambiguous decision regarding the kgislature's budget by approving or 

dhpprwing the Convention's proposal; now, thcrcforc 
BE lT RESOLVED, by the House of Reprcsentatives of the Ninth Northern 

Mariana Islands Commonwealth Legislature, Senate concurring, that 

Legislative Initiative 9-1 is hereby recalled from the Board of Elections so that 

the voters of the Commonwealth may exercise an unambiguous choice 

regarding legislative matters, to enhance political stability, and to avoid 

inconsistent political and administrative results should both the Convention's 

proposal and the legislative initiative be approved by the voters: and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Speaker of the House of 
Repreqentatives and the President of the Scnatc shall ccrtify and the House 

CIerk and the Senate Legislative Secretary shall attest to thc adoption of this 

joint resolution and thereafter transmit certified copies to the Honorable 
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1 Froilan C. Tenorio, Governor of the Cornmonwcalth of thc Northern Mariana 
2 Islands; to the Attorney General; and to thc Chairman of the Roard and the 

3 Executive Director of the Board of Elections. 

Date: 8-9-95 - Introduccd By: 
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