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Lawyers praise Concon produet 
LEGAL cwnsclr to the recently 
mcludcd Third consualuonal 
Convention praised the work of 
thc 27 dclegata during the sign- 
ing of Ihe draft Constitution last 
week. 

HowardP. WillcnsandDunne 
Siemen, attorneys out of Warh- 
ingron D.C. BerndZimmennan 
m n t l y  nomi~ted  by Prcsi&nt 
Clinton to be a federal magisate 
in San Fmcisco: former CNMl 
SupremeCounChiefJu~ticeJo~ 
S. Dela Cmz, and Grace Suarcz, 
Zimmerman's wife who is a 
Deputy Public Defender in San 
Francisco all complimented the 
delegates over the final Concon 
product said. 

Justice Dela CNZ said thnt thc 
Convention 'Kas turned out one 
of thc most exallent produets in 
consumtiod law to,guide the 
paopleof the Commonwealth for 
generations to come. - 

1 believe this Constitution si so 
g o d .  thy it may nol be naes- 
spy to have another Conrtitu- 
tional Convention for the n u t  
sevenl decades. 

L - - - . - -- . . . - - J  
Howard P. Willens 

The issues debated by r)r del- 
egates have k e n  substantive and 
reflects in large measure the ab~l- 
icy. the camarPderie. che a n =  of 
unity Ihaf thc delegates from all 
the three islands have 

, rndegendcml said Dela CNL 
Willens who is also lauded the 

delegates forrhei work. Willem. 
' ' wosaisothcChiefCounselforthe 

Marianas Poli t id Status Com- 
mission (MPSC) which ncgoti: 
lacd the Covenantwith IIIC.~. S... 
and Chief Counsel for rbc Flm 

I- -.= .-. -2 
JoJe s. ueh cur 

Constitutional Convention in 
1976. 

He said 86 percent of the IS- 
member MPSC signed the Cov- 
enant. 

In 1976.83 percent of the 39 
&legates IO Ih; FW Constitu- 
tionalConvmtioa aigned thecon- 
nitruion. 

This year. 88 percent ofthc 27- 
mcrnberdelcguesrigned thednft 
Constitution. . -. - 
'% "We hnve moved from 86 per- 
'cent to 87 uercenrto 88'prcent." 

Willens said.. 
'The p r o p s  is slow. but we 

arc nuking steady pmgrcsr 10- 
ward achieving the measure of 
conrcnws hue in the Common- 
anallh.." 
Ihc chief legal counsel called 

chedckgola who signed& draft 
Constitution Zrue leaden and 
statesmen" of the Northern 
M n r i m .  

It is you who have  SOY^ a d  
signed: who have made the tough 
deckiim to accept che pmcess of 
democracy to enter into the spirit 
of compmmi=: to reach judge- 
mcncsabcwt Iheover;lllJtcumcnts 
recognizing that the dirumrnt in 
its whole is n o  fully acceptilhlc to 
anyone in this chamber. 

Y w  ;ucst;ltamm: ~ H J W  l ed-  
en. You should be prvud ofwhirt 
y w  have dune. he said. 

'No group of 27 people." 
Wilknrcontinued. "whcthcr thcy 
h v e  law dcgrm. medical dc- 
gmr. business degrres. or no 
degrees cwld come to a single 
chamber and face issues that you 
have with morc of a meuure of 
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s c r i o u s ~ ~ ~ l  IPd disciplir chPn 
pu have." 

Willau said he I& fawud 
to working with the P~ouCm- 
vention Commitk "And to the 
lawyerson there islandsthat wish 
to challenge this Convention and 
its pmduct, I can usw them that 
we will be defending the wort of 
this Convention, "Willens de- 
clucd. 

Zimmerman called his work 
'with the Convention "m incrcd- 
ible exprience." 

I wiu tell you one of thC most 
incredible experiences for me is 
the number of times the world 
'children was used in debate. I 
don't think a day went by when 
somebody here did'nt s p a &  of 
their children and gryKkhlldrtn. 
and there pmhably hasn't been a 
Convention anywhere in the his- 
tory ofthe world h t  hss had b t  
though as a focus point. said 
Zimmeman. 

'I think that you have done the 
job so well hat. unlike some of 
thercstofyw.Idon'tchi&anyof 
us YC going to be bxk for the 
next Concon. I think this Consti- 
tution will long endure." 
Zimmennu, told the Delegass. 

Zimmennm also had praises 
for Willens and Siemen. 

"I thjnk. s o  someume student 
of constitutional history. I w~ll 
tell you tha  the quality of legal 
representation that you have gm- 
e n  fmm H o w d  and Deanne is 
probably unsurpnsud in the his- 
tory of American constitutional 
conventions." Zimmerman said 
'I don't think you hnve to worry 
a b u t  defending this Constitu- 
tion." 

-. .In closing. Zimmerman para- 
phnscd Benj~nine Fmklin. an ' 
American statesman who told 
some of Ihe delegates who were 
reluctant to sign chc American 
Constitution h t  the Consumtion 
may not be perfect but it is the 
batC~~~ti tut ionthey couldagm ..." . . 

1 Car Audio by Goodbye to Musment Canten! -ten" to educate^^ I public about the amendments 

-. -. .--, made to the CNMl Constitution. 
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