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NINTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE 

H. B. NO. 9-48.  S.D.2. H.S.1 
FIRST SPECIAL SESSION, 1995 

A B I U  FOR AN ACT 

To provide for a specinl clcction to consider yroposcd 
amondments to the Constitution which may bc subniitted 
by the Third Northern Mnriana Islands Constitutional 
Convention. 

BE Tl' ENACTED BY THE NINTH NORTHERN MARJANAS COhlMONWEALTH LEZISLATURE: 

1 Section 1. Titlo. This Act shall be known as Ihc Special Constitutional 

2 Amendment Election Act of 1995. 
3 Section 2. m. The Legislature finds that the Pre-Convention 

4 Committee of the Third Constitutionnl Convention has requcstcd that the 

5 Legislature provide for a special election to consider co~lstitutional 

6 amendments. instead of putting the iimendlncnts on tbc ball01 of the gttlcrirl 

7 election of November 1995. 

8 There are two compelling reasons for holdine n spccirl election. Firrt, i t  

appears lhal the Convention will not complotc its work until August of 1995. 

This would allow only three months for public education, discussion and 

debate. These important issues rhould be gircn more timc. 

Sccond, if the amendments are placed on the gcneral clcction ballot, it is 

likely that the Constitutional issues will becomc part of the general election 

campaign, and will be mixed with partisan politics. 

For this reasons, the Logislnturc finds that the nmo~dments shoutd bc 

considered separstoly, in a special dcction to bc held at Icasl six rnonths aflcr 

the cnd of thc Convention. 

Scciion 3. Spgcial Electipp. 

a) -. Pursuant to Article XVIII, Section S(a) of the 

Constitution of B e  Commonwealth uf the Northern Marinna lulands, the 

Commonwealth Legislature hereby provides for a special election to 

considcr thosc amendments to tho Constitution which may bc proporcd 

by the Third Northern Marianas Islands Constitutional Convention. 
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b) Pate of c l t c t i~n .  The special clection shall bc held on the first 

Saturday following the date that is six months after thc end of tho 1995 

GcneraI Election. 

c) S c o ~ e  of election. The election shall only considcr those 

Constitutional amendments proposcd by the Third Constitutional 

Convention.  

Section 4. Severabil i ty.  If any provision of this Act or the application 

of any such provision to any person or circumstance sllould be held invalid by 

a court nf rornpctent jurisdiction. the remainder of this Act or thc application 

of its provisions to persons or circumstances other than those to which i t  is 

held invalid shall not be affected 'thereby. 

Section 5. Savings Clause. This Act and any repealer contitined heroin 

shall not be construed as affecting any existing right ncquircd under contract 

or acquired under statutes repealed or under any rule, regulation or order 

adopted under the statutes. Repealers contained in this Act shall not uffect any 

proceeding instituted under or pursuant to prior law. The enactment of this 

Act shall not have the effcct of terminating, or in any wny moclifying, any 

liability civil or criminal, which rhall already bu in existe~lcc at the date this 

Act becomes ofective. 

Section 6. Effcctivc Dak. This Act shall take effect upon its npprovlrl by 

the Governor or upon its becomiag law without such approvul. 

DATE Prcfilcd 05/05/95 Introduced by: is/ 
Introduced 05/08/95 Rep. Jesus T .  Attao 

Rep, Heinz S. Hofschneidcr 

Rep. Oscar M. Babuutr 

Rcvicwed for legal sufficiency: Is/ Maya 0. Kara 


