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Dear Senator Xxx: 

Thc Post Convention Cornmittcc i s  requesting the Senate's support on I.wo 
mcasurcs: (1) House Joint Resolution 9-25 which was adoptcd by thc Housc of 
Rcprcscntativcs an August 9, 1995; thc joint resolution if adoptcd by thc 
Senate would recall H sc Legislative lnitiadvc 9-1. rrom the Board of Election; 
and (2) Housc Bill 9- 9" SDI , HD2 which would movc thc dale Tor thc voting of 
'amendments proposed by thc Third Constitutional Convcntion to six monlhs 
from the general election in November o f  this year. 

As you know, the Third Constitutional Convcnlion after public hcarings and 
ex~ensivc committee meetings, has proposed a budgetary schcmc for thc 
Legislature which is much more fiscally conservative than the budget 
contained in H.L.I. 9-1. Because of thc conflicling provisions between the 
convcntion's proposal and H.L.I. 9-1, we belicvc that Lhc bcst intcrcst of the 
gcneral public would be served if the Legislature rccalls H.1..1. 9-1. The recall 
is necessary to aven a constitutional crisis that would arisc i f  bolh mcasurcs 
are prescntcd lo thc general public concurrently. 

A 

#f6 Again, we appeal lo the Scnatc to approve Housc Bill 9> SDI, IIDZ that would sct 
a later date for the voting of 1hc constilutional amendnlents proposcd by the 
convention. The Post Convention Committcc fccls that additional time is 
ncedcd to conduct an adequatc public cducation program on rhc proposcd 
amcndmenls by the Third Constitutional Convcntion. Wc also bclicvc a 
separate date would give the people ample time at the polling booth to review 
thc amcndmcnts and makc an infonncd dccision whclhcr or nor LO approvc thc 
amcndmcnts. 

We hope the Senate will favorably consider our rcqucst. If you hrvc any 
question on our position, plea= call the Post Convcntion officc at 235-0843 or 
Tag 235-0842. 

Sincerely,  

HERMAN T. GUERRERO 
Chairman, Post Convention Committee 
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cc: Mcrnbcrs, Post Convcntion Cornmittcc 
All Delegates, Third Constitutional 

Convention 
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NINTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH 1.E IS lA1U HE H. J. R NO, 9-25 

A HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 

To recall House Legislative Initiative 9-1 from the Board of 
Elections and for other purposes. 

WHEREAS, EIouse Legislative Initiative 9-1 was passed by the House of 

Representatives on March 10, 1994 and by thc Senatc on June 7, 1934 and was 
duly thereafter transmitted to the Board of Elections to bc placcd on thc b-dlot 

at the ncxt regular general election which shall be held on November 4, 1935; 
and 

WHEREAS, House Legislative Initiativc 3-1 proposcs substantive changes 

to Article I1 of the Commonwealth Constitution, spccilically with regard to the 

budgets of the Legislature and Legislative Bureau; and 

WIiEREAS, Ninth Northern Mariana Islands Ct,mrnonwealth legislature 

passed and on January 6, 1995 the Governor signcd inro law Public Law 9-18 

entitled the "Northern Marianas Third Co~lstitutional Convcntion Enabling 

Act" which authorized the convening OF the Third Northern Marianas 
Constitutional Convencion on June 5, 1995; and 

WHEREAS, section 12 of Public Law 3-18 speclrically vested the 

Constitutional Convention with the duty to "proposc such amendrncnts to the 
Constitution . . . as it believes to be in the best interests of the people of the 

Commonwealth;" and 

WHEREAS, consistent with that mandate, the Third ConstitutionaI 

Convention proposed far reaching amendments to Article TI with respect to 

the structure of the Legislative Branch including substantive amendments to 

the budgets of the Legislature and the Irgislative Bureau; and 
WHEREAS, these amendments proposed by the Third Constttutlonal 

Conventlon and the amendments proposed by Legislative Initiative 9-1 

embrace the same subject matter, the Icgislativc budget, but propose very 

different approaches and limits to lcgislativc spending; and 
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WHEREAS, the Legislature was accorded the opportunity to provlde 

commentary and testimony wlth regard to the amendments proposed by the 
Conventlon and the Committee on Legislative Bmch and Public Financc has 
duly considered the Legislature's views and Incorporated the Legislature's 

concerns into its decision making process; and 
WHEREAS, Public Law 9-18, section 19(a) providcs that the amendments 

to the Constitution proposed by the Convention shall be subtt~itted to thc votcrs 

for ratification at the November 1995 regular general election; and 

WHEREAS, this timetable for ratification may bc cxtcndcd for six months 

to May 1996 if House Bill 9-408 bccorncs law; and 

WHEREAS, regardless of when the amendments proposed by the 

Convention are submitted to the voters, there is the possibility that 

inconsistent proposals to Article I1 of thc Constitution may he approved; and 

WHEREAS, it is foreseeable that such at1 event would lcad to 

administrative and fiscal confusion and generally undermine the stability and 

credibility of the political process; and 

WHEREAS, it is essential that the elcr:tcd rcprcscl~tatives of thc people of 

the Commonwealth, the members of the Legislature and the Convention 

delegates, speak with one voice; and 

WHEREAS, it is within the power of the 1.cgislaturc to rccall their action 

from the Board of Elections so that thc votcrs of the Commonwcdth may make 
an unambiguous decision regarding the Legislature's budget by approving or 

dlsapprwing the Convention's proposal; now, thcreforc 

BE IT MBOLVED, by the House of Reprcsentatives of the Ninth Northern 

Mariana Islands Commonwealth Legislature, Senate concurring, that 
Legislative Initiative 9-1 is hereby rccalled from the Board of Elections so thar 

the voters of the Commonwealth may exercise an unambiguous choice 

regarding legislative matters, to enhance political stability, and to avoid 

inconsistent political and administrative results should both the Convention's 

proposal and the legislative initiative be approved by the voters; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Speaker of the House of 

Representatives and the President of the Senate shall ccrtify and the House 
Clerk and the Senate Legislative Secretary shall attcst to thc adoption of this 

joint resolution and thereafter transmit certified copies to the Honorable 
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IIOUSE JOINI' WOLLI1.ION NO, &26 

1 Froilan C. Tenorio, Governor of the Commonwealth of thc Northern Mariana 
2 Islands; to the Attorney General; and to thc Chairman of the Hoard and the 

3 Executive Director of the Board of Elections. 

Dale: 80.9 - 95 - Introduccd By: 

[ N ~ O ~ l J 6 ~  

k g e  3 
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5 RffiUUWSPECIAL SESSION, 199- 

VOTING 

ON: 

/ - 
9-94 

\ 
,..,.......... 5 -  

DATE: ...... . , . , , . , , . 
.... 

AlTESTED BY: . . . . . .  --. ....-..... - .. - 
Ho , e Clerk 4 


