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COMMENTS: 

Frank, 

Enclosed is the latest press release from Howard and Deame or Article 14: Natural Resources. 
Please send it out. I hope that you have sent the one I sent yesterday out. 

Thanks. 



August 1'1, 1995 

POST-CONVENTION SUMMARY 

A r t i  c1.e 14: Natural Rcnourccs 

New protect iorw f o r  ~iatura I. resources associated wi Lh public 
lantls incl.uded i r i  proposed consti.tutiona1 amenbcnlrs arc gc:ilrod 
t o  the  fu tu r e  deve'lopment of the Commonweal.th. "We focusocd (1x1 

the future, " sa id  Delegate Justo S .  Quitugua, a sponsor of thc 
amcndmcnks covering natural rcsourccs anti a member o f  the Post- 
Convention Committec. "Wc want our Constikution to provide 
meaningful protection undcr conditions prevailing 25 or 50 years 
from now and to ensure t h a t  our natural rcoourcco arc rl:;c:d 
wi.sely. 'There are natural, resources out: thcrc that: may not  be 
economic to deve1 .0~  now, but we expect wi.1.l. be vcry profitable! i n  
t h e  future. " 

The xlew A r t i c l e  14 to the Const i tut io~~ ,  a s  amended by the 
secnrltly-mncl uded Cons l . i  L: ut:ionill Cor~verl tio11, covers two broad 
categories of natural resources: land-ha:+ed resources and marlne 
rcsourccs. The land-based natural rcoourcco arc ttro:;c on or 
beneath any public .lands In the Commonwcallh. The marine or sea- 
based resources  include a l l .  plant,  fish and other ar~imal life and 
mincrals taken out of the water8 surrounding Lhc Commonwealth. 

The Constitution requires t h a t  t h e s e  land and sea-bnocd oill:uri~l 
resources be "managed, contro 1. led, protected and preserved by I:he 
legis lature for the benefit of the people." "'rhi.o is a mandate 
to the  .Legi~Lature, 'I explaitlet1 Q u i t u p a .  "Thi.s i s not something 
they car1 droosc to do or not do. To carry out their 
c:onqtitutional duties, L-hey mrlcl. acl: for tile ber~ef it ot t h e  
people - If they tion' L, l:ho court:s w i l l  ha able to  block any 
tranafcra Lo privntc  inkcrcsts. " Thc Analysi:; of tho 
ConsLiliuLion, a lcnqthy document: adopt:ed by trhc Canr;l:il:iotliil 
Convent ion Lo explain the Conot itution, says : "Thc Comrno~lw~rll trh 
s h a l l ,  as trustee for these resources, conserve and maintain t:hm 
for Lhc bcnefit: o t the people," Qui t.i.gua said LhaL Lhc Lrunlrcc 
concept is a f 1 exi.bl e orle and was adopted by the del.eqates tot: 
tha t  reason. I : t  i.mposes h igh  standards of accountabl 1 i ty, and 
al. l.ows t h e  courts  t.o measure pcrfomax~ce against common l a w  
concepts whi.ch develop a s  cases arc? decided in the Col~m~orlwea.ltt~. 

One aspect ut' the management for the benefit. of the people, 
speci.f i e d  i n  the curiati tut:ion it-self, is a reservakion f o r  
mtlnicipol govcrnmcnko of 53. of any fcco or royallics from 
exploitation a£ thc Commonwealth' s natural rcsources . "This is a 
Fair  sharc Tor local govcrnmcnts and prevents arguments i n  the 



futrure hekween the  CommunwealLh yovernmcnt and tlha local 
governments, * said Qui t:ligua, who pushed for passage of thc ncw 
measure on behalf of Ralia. The 58 share i s  paid upon collecLion 
by the Commonwea%th, to 1 . h ~  munix ipa l i ty  neatest to Lhe natural  
resource thal: is qenerating thc reve~luc. 

"This could potentially hr. an irnportallt sourco o f  incomo for  the 
Nor t:herr~ Islands, " r'loted QuiLugua, "as they havc t he  1 arqes l: 
range of terri tory covered by the public lands." The 
Consti.tution claims tile submerged .lands off the coast. of thc 
Comonweal.th as puhlic lands, and any natural resources on or  
below I:hese lands are included. The very broad claim of 
iuri.sdict.i.ori over the seas would nSso t101.d (1 potential1.y very 
large araa for the Northcrn Tslanda. 

The cons t i  L1lk iOna1 pcovisio~l  requires pro tec t ion  of the p~lhl  i c: 
.i.r\terest in mineral and other subsurPat:e rights wiren leaning 
pub l lc land for commercial prlrpo.ses. "Somebody who leases pub 1 J c 
land to put up a shopping center doesnPL get the r ig l~tu  to 
vs1.uable mineral deposits thal: m i y h t  be discovered on t h e  l.eascd 
land. Those riqht.s belong to t:he public and the roya1.t.i es and 
fees to be generat:ecl 3haul.d qo i n k o  the Comn~orlwealth treasury, 
not into private hands," explained Quitugus. 
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