
SENT BY:  W I ~ S I E  CO; 

4%4:? Matt)ewson Llr. N.W. 
Wash i ng tun ,  1). O . 20011 

TcS?l : 2Q2/'1.? 6-6269 
Fai.:: %02/829-7598 

FAX I'I'IANSMI'SS ].ON COVElt SHEE'1' - .- . . .- - - . - . . , . - . . . . - . . - -. *. . . . - - . - . . . . 
Tol.al nlrolkl~r 01 pages sent ( j ncl.uding cover- sheet) : 3 
TO: Herman T. Guerrero 

Chair, Post-Convention Committee 
Third Nort-hern Mariana Islands Cons t i  tuLional  Conven t io r~  
T c l :  670/235-0843 
Fax: 6*10/235-0812 

FROM : Dei~r~~le S iertier 

Here's anol:hctf press release. More coming. 



d - 
SENT BY:  WILSIE CO; 

POST SIONVEN'I'ION S1JMMAR.Y 

Pror:cr!ds .f r..o~n Yuhlic Lands Lo Support New (:ounci 1 Lor T r i d i  gerlous 
A f f a i r s  

The proc:eeds f r o m  lcascs  of publ ic  lands wi 11. be channeled 
tro programs to beriefit Chamorros arld Carol inians  under the 
proposed nrnencb~ents t.o t h e  ConstiLuLion approved by the recent ly-  
conc.:luded ConsL:i Lu l ional Convention . "'t'hj s amendment i s  one of 
t h e  most importarit th ings  we di .d  i n  the  Cunverition," s a i d  Johrl 
Oliver DLR Gorlzales, who was e lec ted  Secfe t a r y  of t h e  Convention 
and who is s e r v i n g  on th.e Post-Convention Commil.;tee. "We were 
ab le  to ensure t h a t  t h e  money from publ ic  l n l ~ d s  w i l l  yo t o  
scholarshi.r;s, med i ca l  r e f e r r a l s ,  and housing for our people, as  
we l l as  fo r  support of cu1t:ural nc t iv i t - ies . "  

The proposed amendments create n new Council on Indigonous 
AfIaifs, which w a s  tl11hbc.d t h e  "CIA" by the delegates, to combine 
the work of  t h e  Resident Executive for  Indigenous Affairs and the 
Special Assistant for Womcn's Affairs, Both of these offices 
were taken o u t  of t h e  Con:;tiLuLion. T i l e  Cou.11ci 1. w i l . 1  have f i v e  
mcm!c:rs, nppoint:Qci b y  the Governor f o r  four year terms. The 
Council i s  give11 r e spo~ l s ib i  1 i. t y  f o r  educati oria 1 and cul. t u r a l  
p r o g r a m s  t-o advancc! Lhe knowlcdqc and pract ice  01 Chnmorro arid 
Carol ini an language, c u l t u r e ,  and traditions; as we7 1 as a c t i  rng 
a s  a n  advocate f o r  the indigenous population and t rans laLi i~c j  and 
d i s t r i b u t i n g  o l f i c i a l  and h i s to r ic  documcnls- 

"Wc im~c~ritled t.hc.2 c:orl:;t.it.1it.io11;11 provis ions  w i t h  respect t o  
t-llc-! Mitriilna:: Public: Land T r u s t  t o  tlixcct the irlteresL irlcolue Lron 
the Trnsl; 1.0 proqralns f o r  1oc:al people,'' explained Gonzales. 
Under t h a t  amendment, t he  Trust  may spend up t o  4 0 %  o f  t.he 
i n t e r e s t ;  income for homes t.c:ad mortgages and housing projects  ox 
for' ~ n a j  11tai.ni ny  pub 1.i c parks ,  and remaining amo1111k.s would be 
available t o  the Council. Gonzales said "Once the Council gets 
the money from t h e  T r u s t ,  i t  can decide how those funds shou1.d be 
a1locaLc.d and, bccausc it has a broad mandal.c, i L  can m a k e  sure 
t h e  money goes where it i s  most needed. l' 

The Covnci . l .  w l  1. I. a1 so he supported by appropri at i OQS from 
t h e  Legis la ture  under t h e  new amendments. L i k e  any o ther  agency, 
the Council will submit its budget i nd ica t ing  the  support t o  come 
from the income Lrcm I:he Trust::, and t h e  addi t iona l  funding needed 
to  supporl.. Ilhc! programs u1.1r.ier i t s  j u r i  sdi(:t.i.on . 

'Yomas b. Aldan, a p r i nc ipa l  sponsor of t h e  measure, s a i d  
t k i a l ;  t-tic. purpose of the  new Council was  to consolidate the 
governmerit-: s t:ruc:t.urt! that focuses on. the we1 1 -being of l oca l  
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peopl.e, a ~ i d  at. t:he same time to givc (:he Gover~ior  fie:-:ibilit-y 
wil-h I-espect to how appoi~~tments would be made. "We took out  Lhc? 
old requirements that could be mct by somc:one  who h a d  l i v e d  most 
of their 1. i fe  irl the  States, and substituted the basi.cl: 
qua.1 ifications of background a ~ l d  capability i . r ~  Chamorro or 
Car-01 i 1s ;.an l a r~yuage ,  c:ust.oms and Lradi t ioriu, " noted Gonzales.  
"This allows the Gover~ior t-o pick the hest qualified person from 
a broad range of candi.dates,  but p r o v i d e s  u s  with the assurance 
[:hat it is going to be somebody who really knows what is needed 
in our community . l' 

F e l i x  K. Nogis, the cha i r  of t h e  Conknittee on E:?ecuLive 
Bsa~lch and Local Government which prepared the amendment 
i n c l u d i n q  the new Courlcil, w a s  concerned Lhat Carol inian programs 
be expanded arid supported. "Under the new Counc.il., the Governor 
likely will a p p o i n t  the Executive A s s i s t a n t  for Carolinian 
Affairs t-o be one of the five members of the Council, l' said 
Moqis. "The Constitution q i v e s  the Governor flexibility, because 
i l :  does not require this appoinl-ment, but. the available five 
scats or1 the Counci 1 provide  a place for the Carolinian Assistant 
so that. all. programs for indigenous peoples can be coordi,nated." 
Nogis said that he was confident the new Council would be of 
great  benefit to thc Carolinian community. The Constitution 
provides for an executive direct .or  and a depuLy director so Lhak 
both Ctlamorros and Carolinians can bc represented i n  the top 
manaqcrnenl. of these programs. "1 expect that we will see the Lwo 
pos iL ions  rotated occasionally so that the executive director 
will he s Charnorro for some of the time and a Carolinian at other 
t i .a~es,  " sa  i.d Noqis . 

The womens programs should a l s o  benefit under the new 
C o n n c i l ,  nc:cvrdiny to Esther S. Fleming, the Vice Chair of t h e  
Pos t-Convention Conunittec-?. The Special Assistant f o r  Wornen ' s  
Affairs  l i k e l y  w i 3 . l .  be a member of the f i.ve-person Councj.1. "We 
provided in the Schedule on Transitional Matters that the Special 
Assistant for Women's Affairs will conkinue i n  operation for a t  
l e a s t  12 months after the amendments are ratified, " said Fl.eminq. 
"Even though the constituti.ona1. provj.sion specifyj.ng the off i c e  
i.s de l . c t ed ,  the Governor can continue t h e  office by executive 
order or the legislature can do so by law." Fleming pointed out 
t ha t  scholarsh ips  for women and housing for single women can be 
funded effectively as a part. of a coordinated program to 
distribute the interest irlcome from the Trust that the Counci.1. 
will tiavc t-hcl k~roaii-rarlqinq jurisdictiorl to accompl. ish. 

The Arts Council, also made a part of the new Council on 
Trldigenous A f f a i r s ,  asked for and got from the Conventi.on a 
specific acknowledgment that any programs it administers under 
federal grants will he open to everyone in the Conunonwealth so as 
to comply wi t.h federal requirements . 


