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Frocci!ds .f rorn Liuhlic Land:; t o  Support New (louricil Lor T r ~ d i  genous 
A f f s i r s  

The proc:ee.ds from 1 eases of public land..; wi 1 1. be ct-iannclcd 
to progczlms to benefit Chamorros arid Carol_inian_s under the 
proposed amerldnients to the ConstiLution approved by t h e  recently- 
co~icluded C o n s t i  Lu tiorla1 Comvcntion. "Thj s amendment is one of 
the most important tf~irigs we di.d i n  the Convention, " said Jolul 
Oliver DLR Gonzales, who was elected Secre ta ry  of the Convention 
and who i s  serving on the Post-Convention Commit:tee. "We were 
able to ensure that t he  money from pub l i c  lands w i l l  qo to 
scholarships, medical r e f e r r a l s ,  and housing for our people, as 
we l 1 as f o r  support of culLural  nct iv i t - ies -"  

The proposed amendments create a new Council on Indigenous 
A f f a i r s ,  which war; tl~d~bcd t h e  "CIAn by the delegates, t o  combine 
t h e  w o r k  of t h e  Resident Executive for Indigenous Affairs and the 
Special Assistant f o r  Women's Miairs-  Both of these o f f l c e s  
were taken out of the ConstiLulion. The Council. will have five 
mcmbcrs, appoint-@d by the Governor fur  four year terms. The 
Cotmcil is qiverr respo~ls ib i l i ty  for educatj onal and cultural 
programs advance Lhe knowlcdgc and practice ol C n w f r o  snci 
Carol in i  an l a n y a g e ,  c u l  ture, and traditions; as we1 1 a s  a c t i n g  
a s  a n  advocate for t h e  indigenous population and trans1aLing and 
distributing o l f i c i a l  and historic documenls. 

"Wc ;mended Ehe co~~vtit~~tio~~al provisioris with respect to  
the Mariuna:~ Public: Land Trust t o  ciircct the intcresl illcome: Lfou 
t.he Trust Lo proqrams for local people,* explained Gonzales. 
Under t h a t  amendment, t h e  Trust may spend up t o  40% of the 
interest: income for homest.c$ad mortgages and housing p r o j e c t s  or  
for  maj rrtai.niny pub 1.i c parks, arid remaining mollrlks would be 
avai lahlc  to the Council. Gonzales said "Once the Council gets  
the  money from the T r u s t ,  i t  can decide how those funds should be 
allocated and, because it has a bfoad mandale ,  it can make sure 
the money goes w h e r e  it is most needed." 

The  Counci.1. wi Z l  a 1  so he support.ed by appropriations from 
t h e  Legislature under t he  new amendments. L i k e  any o ther  agency, 
t h e  C o u n c i l  w i l l  submit its budget i n d i c a t i n g  the  support t o  come 
from the income Iroln \:he T r u s t ,  ax~d the additional funding needed 
to suppc~rt. the programs urlc.Ier i t s  j u r - i s d i c k i o n  - 

' I 'omas b. Aldan,  a pr incipal  .sponsor o f  t h e  measure, s a i d  
thaL t-tic: purposc of the new Coi lnc i l  was to consolidate t he  
governrclerit: skruc:t.urc! t h a t  focuses on t h e  well-being o f  local  



peopl.e, and at. tlhe same t i m e  to give (:he GOver~lor fle: . : ibil iLy 
w i t h  I-espect t o  how appoirltments would be made. "We took o u t  Lhc 
old requirements t h a t  could be nlct by someone who h a d  l i v e d  most 
of t h e i r  1. i fe i n  the States,  and substituted the basic 
qua1 i f i cat ions of  background and c a p a b i l i t y  i n  Chamorro or 
(:A?-ol i n i a n  lar~guage, cust.oms arld Cradit iorls ,"  noted Gonzales. 
"Ti l i : i  a l l ows  the  Govcl-nor to pick t.he best qualified persoil from 
a Broad range of cand ida te s ,  Gut provides u s  with the assurance 
tihat i t  i s  going  t o  be somebody who r e a l l y  knows what is needed 
i r i  our community-" 

Felix K. Nogis,  t he  c h a i r  o f  Lhc Comxnittec? on Cxecutive 
Branch and Local Covcrnment which prepared the amendment 
includinq the new C o m c i l ,  was concerned Lhat Carolinian progrhrns 
bc expanded and supported. "Under the new Counci 1, the Governor 
likely will appoint the Executive Assistant for Carolinian 
Affairs t.c\ be one of the five members of the Council," said 
Nog is. "The Constitution qives the Governor flexibility, because 
it: does not require this appoint-ment, but the available five 
scats on the: Council provide a place for the  Carolinian AssisLant 
so that all programs for indigenous peoples can be coordinated." 
Nogis said that he was confident the new Council would be oi 
great benefit to thc Carolinian community. The Constitution 
provides for an executive director and a depuLy director so that 
both Chamorros and Carolinians can bc represented in the top 
manaqement. of these programs. "1 expect that we will see the two 
posiLions rotated occasionally so that the executive director 
will he a Chamorro for some of the time and a Carolinian at other 
times, " said Noqis. 

The womens programs should also benefit under the new 
Council, according to Esther S. Fleming, the Vice Chair of the 
Post-Convention Committee. The Special Assistant for Womc:n's 
A S f a i f s  l i k e l y  will. be a member o f  the fi-ve-person Council. "we 
provided in the Schedule on Transitional Matters that the Special 
Assisrant for Women's Affairs will- contrinue in operation for at 
].east 12  months after the amendments are ratified," said Fleminq. 
"Even though the constitutional provision specifyi-ng the office 
is del .eted,  the Governor can continue the off ice by executive 
order or the legislature can do so by law." Fleming pointed out: 
that scho1arships"for women and housing for single women can be 

- funded effectively as a part of a coordinated program to 
distribute the i n t e res t  income from the Trust that the Counci.1 
will have the broad-rariqinq j u r i s d i c t i o r ~  to  accomplish. 

The Arts Counci 1,  a190 made a p a r t  of t h e  new Counci 1 on 
Trldi.genu~ls A f f a i r s ,  asked for and got from the Convention a 
specific acknowledgment that any programs it administers under 
federal c j r a n k s  will he open to everyone i n  t h e  Conunonwealth so as  
t o  comply with federal  requirements. 
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