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 HIS MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR E N T ~  TO WHICH rr 1s ADDRESSED AND MAY 
CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL AND EXEMPT FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER APPLICABLE LAW. If 
the reader of this rniesnge is not the I n t e e d  recipient or the rmployee or agent responsible for delivering the rneeeege to the 
itjtended recipient, you rue hereby mtified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communic~nion is strictly 
prohibited- I f  you have mceived this oommunicetion in error, please notify us iinmodiately by telsphone (collect). and raurn the 
aglginal message to us at the above eddress by poet. Thank You. - 
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DRAFT RESPONSE TO TIGKE mTICLE 

As a delegate to the T W  Constitutional Convention, I am very surprised to read in Ruth 
Tighe's recent colhurm that I was "brainwashed" into creating a "monster" that no one can figure 
out how to ''tame." This is simply not true. Any reporter who covered the Cotlventio31 regdady, 
read the proposals submitted for considdon, attended Colrvention committee meetings and 
sessions d d  not make such charges. 

Contrary to: Tighds s u m o n ,  there was indeed widespread interest dm@otrt tbe 
Commonwealth in revising the ConstWion - to address serious proMems in the governance, of 
the C o n m o e  to delete many of the "Ieg i~e ' '  pro* insated by the 1983 
Convention,andtodcaftaChmmmon . . that wodd gown the CormnonwWs co~rse over the 
next 25 years- This public cwcern was evidenced in the number of cadidates that rim tk the 
Convention, ttbe range of issues that the caddate addmsd during the campaign, and the 
extensive cwerage of the C w w n t b ' s  debzatkns by the nrerfia. 

W h t  the~arcomrenieatlyipmisMdcleJegateddbsetvewashto 
: a d v a n c e h i s o r h e r c r w n ~ f b r a m e n d i n g t k C ~ 0 1 ~  Therewas~effm 
whatsoever to resbain tbe.delegates from making proposed zmdmnts that reflected their own 
priorities-bowever variedtheymight beorhowevetdifiierenttheymightbe~omwhatthis 
prrrticular repom thought was important. The del-es were eleded to do exactly this. Some 

' -1 w ~ c a n e e m e d a b w t . i m p r ~ t h e ~ ~ o t h a a w a n t e d t ~ i m p m v e t h e ~ o m  
: of the Legislature; others wanted to d c t  the Governor's authority in specific respects; others 
w a n t e d t o ~ t f a e ~ ; s D d s o o n .  

The Cowention's p c d m s  em;o+ this process - which d t e d  in about 620 
proposal.- to the Constitution. Many of these suggestions came fiom outside the 
Cornention - h the Mayors, the Govetnor, community pups, defeated caddates and 
~ ~ ~ . s , E a d r s u & ~ o o ~ ~ U C B d a s a n z a t t e r o f ~ y s a s l g i v e p t b e  
same -on and respect as propods subxnitted by the delegates. No Canvention has been so 
open to sugjgstions and thae was nothing .but praise f a  tbe Convention's to u m & k  
proposed amendments that came fiom outside the Convention 

The W e q e  for the delegates was how to m h t e .  the 620 proposals, to, weed out the 
important from theless important, the comthtional fiom the le@shve, and to achieve a 
c m m m s b e h i n d a p ' ~ ~ t h a t w o u S d a c b i e r e ~ t w o L t h i a d s ~ r i t y t h a t w a s  

; required uuder the Convention's Wes. This was done thou@ the l a b o b  a of the 
C o t w e n t i o n ' s h r ~ e ~ w h i c h c o ~  ~ . p u & k r i q p d h a d  
i n d r e d s a f h  oftnetiqpmwftich t h e h w e r e d e b b d - a n d  debated-rrotil the 
~~mmh~emembers~eYedtbeyhad~theaeces saryagreement .  N o m e w b s t t ~  

: tBese~orwatchedthemonte l ev i s ioqcou ldbaveanyqucs t ion~ver that~  
; ~ w m ~ d ~ ~ d . h a t d ~ m m a n ~ a n d n o a p a r t i s a t r  

L.... 
:mimne!r. T l l e d e l e p t w w e r e m € ~ n b y ~ c ~ m ~ , b y  
! ~ ~ n 7 s ~ b y ~ ~ ~ , b y b y ~ o r b y b y t b e !  
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Rather than resort to labels like "monstex," reporters who are trdy committed to a fdr. 
public debate wuld contnihte to the process of public education by focusing w the substance of 
the proposed ee-s. The delegates were aware that thejr efforts d t e d  in a substantial 
rewriting of tlie ~ ~ m m o d ' s  Constitution. They thuugbt that was necessary in order to deal 
with some of the Comma-s critical problems, to emwe mst the resultm document was 

: wnsisbent throughout, to m e  outdated provisions, and to pnserti to the ,people for approval 
a document that cowld survive without further merit for the rrext 25 years. 

ThR delegates are well aware of the need for a ikmdbg public education program !It is 
necessary and.desirable to address the major ameodments separately; to &dm their 
imerrelatiodp with other provisions; and to make every effart to ensurrt that the voters 
understand the significance of the Convention's prop&. Thb public education campaign is one 
of the pdncipd wqmdikies of the Posc-Cowedon Committee as st fonb in the enabhg 
legislation. The C- was fbrmd in the last days of the Convention and has already met 
several times io ccmsitk how best to present the m e d m m t s  on the ballot and how to conduct 
the needed public education program. The Ca mmittee needs the help of all the media to 
accomplish it$ public education mission - even those who believe that the Couventim created a 
"monSteJr." i 

The P b s t h - n  Counmittee agrees that there is to6 little time fix an efkdve pubk : education propam Wore th Novernba elections. For tha reason the CommitCee has been . 
i w g i n g t h e ~ e t o e n a c t l ~ o n t h a t d d ~ e t h e p r o p o s e d a m ~ t o b c ~  
considered at f special election in late Febduary or early Match next year. Such d e f d  w d  
mt only provide more time tbr public education but would also allow the proposed amendments 
to be consid& on their merits separately h m  the partisan campaim t h  wiU precede the 
November ele&tiom. The L e g i s h e  bas not yet acted. on,this e o n ,  but my do so within 
the next wd: or so. We delega~.ask werycme to support this defknd - so; that the important 
work ofthe W Constitutid Convention receives the c a r d  considemtion that it so richly 

., &jmves. : 


