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By Rafael H. Arroyo fl 
Variety News Staf f  

THERE IS a need for Legisla- 
L e a  - inion: Proposa lm~ la t~  

ture ,to -define the c o n s t i t u ~ ; ~ ~  'd id  provide the Legislature on the vah'dityof the product 
tional amendments proposed, with a rewritten Common- of the Third Concon and on 
by the Third Constitutional wealth Constitution; he said his observation that the single 
Convention owing , to the no amendments for submis- amendment that it produced-is 
vagueness, inLform and con- sion to the voters wem?s~ecir the entire draft Constitution. 
tent, of such amendments. fied, unless thenew draft con- "If what the Convention did 

This was the statement made stitution is the sole proposed was attempt to propose a new 
by Sen:Paul A.,Manglona who cmendment. Constitution, it is doubtful 
said the failure of the ,Third , According to  the  Rota whether it had the power to do 
Constiturional,Conventionqo - senator; the . consti tut ion SO," said Woodruff in his 
clearly delineate,> what was clearly vests discretion in the eight-page opinion. 
amended i n  the constitution legislatu-re to determine when Although he said the 
made it vjrtually impossible the proposed amendments will ' ConCon can propose entirely 
fortheLegislature>to tell what go to the vdters for ratifica- ' new constitutions;Public Law , 

the ConCon'really did. , , - tion in the* next general elec- ', 9- 18, specifically required that 
He said withoutsthis knowl:: tions or in a special elections + each prop+osed amendpent be 

edge,-it would be difficult to proposed by the  Third  confined to a single subject or 
for legislature to decide on concon: -,' . * ' topic. 

-. 

whetherik'Gould enact a law "The ~ e ~ i s l a t u r e  is. placed "An entire new constitution 
to provide for a special elec- in a predicament by the fact . can hardly be said to be 'con- 
tion to ratify the proposed con- that it does not know exactly fined to a single subject or 
'stitutional amendments. ; what are the specific amend- topic,"' said Woodruff. 

~ a n / ~ l o n a ' s  statement was ments that are supposed to go In another part of his legal 
contained in a Sept. 7 letter he be fo re  the  people," sa id  opinion, Woodruff also ob- 
sent Third ConConAPresident Manglona. seived.tliat it is ,also possible 
Herman T. Guerrero airing his' . ~ a n g l o n a - .  to& issue: with that the ConCon may have p r , ~ ~  

0- t m e m P l ,  an opinion written by Senate ... .~p0sed-39,arnend~ts".~~kach a-Y 

product of tho ConCor Legal Counsel Steve Woo- cbnsi 
Although the Conv I druff which casts legal doubts If tl 
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'~'tii~ie'wt~~+&ill be some doubts 
over the legality of the move.. 

"For one thing, none of these 
votes (on the amendments)" 
was designated as a vote on a 
proposed amendment.  The  
Convention produc$dYl9 'af:' ' 

ticles, but the current consti- 
tution contains 22, articles. 
None of the1 14 new articles 
specifically states that it re- 
peals or amends designated 
parts of the current constitu- . 
tion," said Woodruff. , - 

He added, "To treat the 19 Herman T. Guerrero 

new a r t i c l e s  a s  proposed  . amendment. It is a task that 
amendments require re1iapc.e. qcould only. be performed by 
on pdnciples of implied re- the Convention," said Woo- 
peal and amendment." druff. 

Bu t  suppos ing  tha t  the  At pres&t, added ~ a o d r u f f ,  
ConCon adopted 19 proposed thk question of what,,,if any, 
amendments, Woodruff said amendments were' proposed ,by 
this also violates the single theconcon, is wideopen tocourt i 
subject requirement. ,action andjudicial determination, 

"Thus many, if *not all, of&,, with the possible finding that the 
I -up proposed  'convention failed!o propose any 
' amendrn'ents mayabbe invalid amendments,'"he said. , 
,-:-ws violating the single subject   ow ever, if the L,egislatu;e de- 

requirement," the Senate le- fines the amendments by law, 
gal counsel said. Woodruff said the courts will 

According to Woodruff, if probably respect that determina- 
such proposed amendments , tion. , 
were'what the Convention pro- Currently, Sen. ~ a n g l o h a  is 
posed and they' violate the'  coming up with a bill.to effec- 
single subject rule, it is not tively address the said.&end- 
possible for them io be broken ments. 
down now.as the Convention, "If the Post Convention Com- 
now non-existent, was the only 'mittee supplies the Senate with 
one empowered to propose specific proposed amendments 
amendments. *. - ,- in a timely mariner we may be 

"Determining exactly what able to incorporate,thlwlistilrg. 
is incorporated in a single pro- in@Mldmr&- dealing with 
posed amendment is an inte- th said 
gral  part of  proposing an th 
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e ratifi 
e Rota 

cation el 
senator. 


