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By: Stephen C. Woodruff 

Making local 
Mr. Woodruffs column yesterday had to be cutfor 

space reasom. lkfollowing is the co~~luswn: 

Making Local Government Onerous 
Amendment 6 gives municipal councils broad 

taxing powers without reducing theCommonwcalth- 
wide taxing powa in any way or pmviding any kind 
of tax deduction or credit on Commonwealth taxes 
for local taxes paid. Thus. local governments will be 
able to raise revenue only be increasing the tax 
burdin of citizens on that island an action certain to 
be unpopular. 

To compound the injury, the amendment freezes 
cumnt appropriation and Crnpkyment levels and 
m u i n s  that. beginning in 1998. awmoriations by 

gov't onerous 
narmw meaning. Indeed. the lnos v. Tenorb h i -  
sion would indicarc a much broader meaning, sina 
the mayor's expenditure authority and o t h u ~ w e n  
reach muchfarthrr, extending tothensideat depart- - 
mcnts. 

At a minimum, these and otha propod consti- 
tutional omvisions arc rigid and inflexible and may 
make it h i c u l t  or impo;sible for local govemmedt 
m adapt to d needs over time. 

Incidentally, votus may be int~csted to know 
something about appmxhak pu capita govan- 
mcnt spurding in the three senatorial districts, a m -  
puted bawd on U.S. citizen population. For Rota 
this figure is less than $6.000. On T I  it is about 
S7.500. On Saiw. it is o v a  $8.000. That is the * .  

the'~ommonk&th leaslatun for id govemmcdt amount of government spending in each senatorial 
be reduced by the amount of revenues raised locally. district for cach U.S. citizen man. woman, adchild 
Thus, the &ndment effcaivdy freaes the amount 
of money that can be spent on local government 
dwingthe next seven years. regardless of the amount 
of new taxes passed by the municipal councils. 

Moreover, the meaning of "local government" to 
be affected by the funding restriction is unclear. The 
Post Convention Cornmince assens that this applies 
only to the offices of the mayors and mu-icipal 
councils. Nothing in the amendment itself or the 
Analvsis. however. indicates thatthe term has such a 

What is needed is not Amadment 6. What is 
needed is a commission to study the local govan- 
mcnt issue, examine what can be learned from 
various U.S. jurisdictions. determine what func- 
tions and powers should bc exclusively local, what 
central, and what s h d  and what shuctum and 
legal principles will make the Commonwealth gov- 
ernment as a whole, including local governments, 
work best for the people on all the islands. The 
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Con-Con delegate from Rota. He served a s  member of !ha 
and Iha Committee on Judiciery and Other E l ~ ~ l o a s . )  

1 WOULD like to speak about the accomplil- order to make our government work. A funda- 
ments of our Convention for our local communi- mental gbligation that each of us has is to ensure 
ties. The important provisions that we have made that we govern our islands for the security and 
for the commonwealth cenual government, the well-being of all our people and for the solidarity 
Legislative Branch. the Enecutive Branch. and of our Commonwealth. We value our solidarity 
our new M c l e  4 on the Judiciary, deserve a high and have a nsponsibility to prwcrve it and build 
priority in the listing of accomplishments of our uDon it. I think that the debate and commumisca 
Conveition. 

But we should not overlook the important 
We have always been a family-oriented people. 
Many of ourneighbohoods are clusters of family 
members. And our villages contain large gmups 
of people who are related to one another. The 
amendments to the Constitution that we have 
adopted in this Third Northern Marianas Consti- 
tutional Convention strengthen us at the family 
and village level. 

F i t ,  in many ways our Constitution and its 

&ected in our work hem, which baa Lkn~tele- 
vised for all our citizens to s, shows our deter- 
mination to m e t  chis msponsibility. 

We have c& a smrcturc that will allow us to 
build strong local communities as our Common- 
wealth grows. We should not be bound by the 
recollections of the past, but should open our 
minds to the possibilities of the futurc using tbis 
new srmcturc. We now have mayonrand muaici- 
pl councils with real local authority. 'Ibey curca't 
just local offias of the Commonwultb govern- 
ment any mom. 

We can now rhink in a mom wnstruaive way 
Continued on pmgo 5 
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Reducing citizens' rights 

law." l t & a m k m h ~ l p - ~ ~  ' ~ b c w o a ~ ~ o ~ ( r n r n ~ b y m e t a t  
gownmn~prnarlsowpanypoh~~fady.andfava- Eontinued on- 



Indeed. the minimum wa& issue is so linked to every other aspect of the 
local economy aa to make it acutely important that we engage in deliberative 
discussions on how the proposed industry wage should bc formulated and 
considued There's merit in the decision to take a slow approach so to soilre 
a workable balance in what each industry should bc paying its employes by 
way of floor wage. 
'Ibc proximity and similarity in lifestyle of nearby Guam makcs our carc 

much man  difficult justifying any funher delay in minimum wage i n c m .  
While Ihc local GovGuam minimum wage is over five dollars an hour. prices 
for basic goab  am f a  cheaper than herc where wagcsare far lower. It is a 
difficult economic question which warrants review to dctennine why it 
works in neighboring Guam. 

Putinent provisions of the Covennut prposcly urmptcd mC CNMl fnm 
~ B m ~ ~ w c ~ t ~ m ~ y m e n t o ~ h  Itd 
hlm~v m t k b d g r , ~ r * ~ y i n o b a n b u p c y i n w t i m c .  Itdddbc 
l l n l a s t o o d ~ t b a c h i s c a q b n W t t w g f a m C ~ d r t r f e d s d  
&p*rntb-dfahalBm~~~totb- It 
~ m a d ~ a n e x c m p c i o n t o a b w n ( m t o p .  we*-& 
I r m b c l i c a a l d i i ~ h n l s f c r ~ ~ ~ ~ S i  
msLhwva,we'veashdtoimpwetbbuyingpowadalmrrawn 

T h i s ~ l l d n Q & w ~ m C l a b u ~ v e g w n m ~ ~  
d h a v c ~ a n ~ ~ d i v e a ~ i f w a g c s o a r i n u e m c s c a l a a  
hwvaminhnaL I t i s a m g g i r r a l ~ m a t w m ' t b e a b l e m ~ i n m C @ o b a l  
m a d e t g i ~ n m s t m C ~ ~ i n ~ i n A s i s d m C ~ R i m p a y s  
k n v m f a t y c a d s p c r h o u r f c r ~ ~  Sopanstewhyitdbca 
b s s f c r l l n n s a d t b b c a l ~ i f ~ ~ t b b m ~ d ~ i s '  .' ' I. 
I t w o u l d h l m m c m a a b s s d a a r b s l a n t i a l ~ i n ~ f r r r t r C N M l d r t r  
p o b L m l L a i n t b l a c k d m ~ ~ i n t h c e v e m w c ~ i t r n d s h  

' I h c ~ v e w o u l d b e ~ a e m p c h i s m ~ B d L s v e ~ t o ~  
d f a h a l p d k k u n d s H e a a n c 3 A N a t h ~ h T r a d c ~ d  
tbGcoalApxnmtrnTradcBdTm& W e c m ' t w i t f c r ~ ~ w c  
sgpind'cmtdyasitWkmUmtisdythc~dmCWwlg0~'Ihc 
k g d a t m c s h o u l d k s m t o ~ ~ m c t o ~ a m b ~ i n t h i s ~  W s r n m x t  
l o l m f c r ~ ~ ~ , B i p ~ p o l i f y d s i s i a M n R ~ w i m ~ w d l ~  
~~ 
R" . ' shouldslso&abqgmdMbolrlPtbinvcamdan'vc& 

i m t h c a k & m d a r y a m g p q k  W e d I b n w m a t m a u y d ~ ~ i m n n  
hmncwiakh~tmmhs iaoahr iodmin  It-Umtmbeaminckhwc 
q a i t o l i v e d m h a c i ~ ~ t b ~ ~ w e h a K l u m d ~ ~ ~ f a  
myxmgaalducaalpscpL. I t i s l l ' t a ~ d ~ m s a y a w a y ~ h m r  
h w e ~ v e d a n u n h c a m l y d l ~ ~ ~ * c h c ~ o f  
m x i n g ~ i n a n ~ ~  ~arraahumdsahtofhhginmatmCLaL 
P m C p i p . ~ ~ ~ .  

W a h h s p a m P N G ~ ~ J h o u l d ~ m C ~ d m  
MHShgfaabMuoianiringechratnsk I n c U u w n d p o a d a s a m ' t  
nassarilytkbdstgmupwhcasscl6ngiowbcato~aryamgpsopk 
R m a p r ~ s m r i t i n c t r i r o o m p l a i n b s s l l s e w e ' v e ~ ~ ~ k l a y e r d  
h n c P r r s y b a w r m p a m & ~ ~ d a a d t h e b m n i o f ~ m m  
beiaapahkoff~mmC~omdPto-asamdkammgm~ 
I b a e ' s g a m b e a b e m r w a y o ~ & d h @ y v i t a l ~ h ~ I y  
t tnn ing i thaoan immndmedia~  

D c r p i P c m s ~ ~ I s i u h a v e h o p m a t ~ ~ h l m ~ f c r ~  
bcmr. Cbkuivdy, we Jhould engage in d e l i b d v e  discussions on these 
issues with the goal to presenting competing visiona in how they can bcst be 
~ * ~ ) i v c d  A sure step in this direction is to employ what's known in 
management asempathetic listening. It d o w s  you to ssurc a better clue of 
primary and collateral issues. Please read and review your materials so that 
you convenaat with specific kuca which in nun allows you to articulate 
you  positions with the view to arcnaining dm yourmessage is abundantly 
understood when you me% US Congressional and agency staffers. 

Recently, the administration (CNMI) worLed closely with Interior's OTA 
on telecommunications. We're all awaiting the signing of theTelecommu- 
nieationn Act of 1996 which would mlucc. by fifty p e m f  Img-,cab 
mtbnmidandUS. I t ~ w h a t c w b c a f h i c w d b y ~ ~ v e l y  
logcmammatlrrswhkhwiUmahagicatdenin~yevpymingwedocul 
bac. GiveyourvlfmCcppmmitymat~~noffas. I l r p a a l l w e a l l ~ r t r  
same hm+mmgmaUng rqrmibility and acmm&hy in g o w m m t 4  
diMdt task given mC incipiency of our rnnsi imtid gwemmem 

I 
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Undercutting representative democracy 
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~ o f t h e C o n v e n d m  Hcwmtinaaadanccat 
mwyofthesssiansnrddidmtprfi+tcinhctinal 
d d c g d c c m i n g o n m a t o f t h e ~  H c d a r  
folbwsonhetinalpopoudamcndnmls: 

Amendment # I ,  absent 
Amendment #2. absent 
Amendment #3, absent 
Amendment #4, absent 
Amendment R5. absent 
Amendment #6. YES 

mendment 17. absent 
Amendment #8, absent 
Amendment #9. absent 
Amendment #lo. absent / 

Amendment 
Amendment 
Amendment 
Amendment 
Amendment 
Amendment 
Amendment 
Amendment 
Amendment 

absent 
NO 
absent 
absent 
absent 
absent 
absent 
absent 
absent 
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+ 3rd Con Con +:: Publi 
By: Stephen C. Woodruff 

The botched judicial article 
ASIhavcnaaJ~yYAmadfmt4wouldarhicvc 
a h i g h l y W a m w h i k ~ o f a a u b -  
danals~m~tfathecbnima~WeathSuprmCarn It 
a l rohassmcoQrun l knW.  F o r k -  
adasanrmbaofthebas , lWLiLevuy~mbe 
able m suppot the pmpxd kg~wnbly, I 
~ b a o n r r c h c a m n d m c m a l r o ~ s e n a r r  
Mocts. 

T h e w n d o n h a d a n a l ~ ~ c b a n ~  U n d c r t h i s ~ j r d g s a n d ~ s r c ~ m  
iob with the iudicipr ankle b. unfarunarclv. tadd iL aninibllcnnbvthe-. ArttrvncsrtbcaddQL 
ihdr fail& wsc a d t  of mt &g t h e - k  ar 
damnshaadinanearliamlumn Itwfsalroa- 
qunwxofmdrdmiamdiwgdthevicws~bar,  
aniothcrs. 

~ m a d r m u 4 ~ m v e s l i n m C ~ ~ s n e ~ d u ~ i v e  
ruk-malungaumcritywhkhmoQr United Smsjmi+ 
dicfjcmpntsibjudiaary. Ihevcpcnarrlyexplairrd 
h n u t h i r ~ e u / i m t h e m a 9 b a d f - o f  
m n \ t i l u ~ ~ - a n d - a n d ~  
lalionofpm!m ThoYovokey,hudamnralprLdplcr 
a r c t h e r c . w m t h e A m r i c a n ~ c h a r ~ f a 0 ~  
nvohunlndycars. 

T h a t f a n a l o n c w o u l d f ~ ~ ~ m m ~ ~  
4.tuttheamndmcntbar~problcnaacwcll. 'Ibc 
amdmnt  would also makc it iqmsible fathe legisla- 
a u c m ~ I ; l b t i s h n n u m ~ n m d i v i s i o n r o f ~  
CDUK provides that h e  mr senior associau jurtia 
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rhis deiice could produce could be a critical plus that could spell the 
difference between life and death. 

For example, if a patient is developing a mass in his brain a mere x- 
ray may not help. 

k t ' s  say somebody suffers a stroke. A CAT-Scan will enable 
docton to determine whether it was a bleeding s m h  or just a blotch 
in the brain. The imponant thing is,doctorrdetect what's wmng and act 
accordingly. 

Also, a CAT-Scan on a probable c- sufferer will enable doctors 
to quickly determine tbc extent of the cancer, whether it has sprcd to 
m h  an e x m t  that w d d  require off-islnad treatment. 

With the technological and life-saving value of tbc CAT-Scan 
mdkpcable, it is indad a pity for CHC thar Pacific Medical Centcr 
IUB teaten IIICIII to thc b w  w k n  tbc former has long been planning 
tbc plrchnse of such a mscbinc. 

~,fuadrforsuehplrc~hPsalrcadyb&ndisburrcdpursuantto 
a m t l y d  law. 

Although it may not conccrn palients who acOlally owns or operates 
a CAT-Scan on Saipps thuc could be a f u ~ ~ ~ i n l  c o r n  on the part 
ofbah CHC andPacific Medical when CHC p u b  its ~ h a u  plan. 

It is in- to note that both CHC and Pacific Medical expect 
their mschiats 6 pay for themselves. 

Rightnow.CHC m y  fuul itself sending its patients to PMCforscans - .  
wbi l i  waiting for its ;wn device. 

But once thc CHC machine wmes and gocs on-line. the "wmpcti- 
tion" will immediately s t a t  

We can jut  imagine bah fesilitica trying to outdo e a ~ h  otber for a 
rharc of tbc CAT-Scan pie. 

Although tbc ultimuc winnu is tbe bealtbcarc-seeking public, it 
W d  be nofed thc feasibility and thc necessity of the CHC 
PWthSC. m y  be som~what diminished With thc PWllcc of M 01- 
r u d y d g  CATScan facility. 

ButrinceCHC ispivstizing asmuchof its functions as it can. maybe 
d k i i  m y  nd mind having a private te offering the m i c e  they 
ue garing a offa. 
AAtr dl. it is tbc bulmCare-~locking public who ends up paying for 

tbc savicc. 
What we arc hying to drive at? S i i e .  
Asiongas i t cou ldbe~saaa iDedthar~1ywddmwbr&da  

profit motive, maybe it d d  be r good idea to dtuate tbc next CAT- 
ScaainRotaaforthtmnacr.Ti i  
~any,tbcCAT-Scantcchnoloeycouldbelbarrdwithtbcoutcr 

idand8 whue health urc is ngudcd as a h  non-cnistcnr 
Wbo yodd d two CAT-Scans in ar island anyway. 

P.O. 801 231. s.lpul UP WgSQOrJl 
rd. (em) m - a i n 5 7 ~ ) ~ ~ 7 m  
Fue (070) 234-a71 

Protection for sur(enance and profit 
Ober than the volcanic islands up north. Saipan. 

linian and Rota an surmun+ with reefs fronting 
the windwacdandleewardsideofthcw islands. By 
our vay  tradition, it is herc (mfs) that we fmd 
auamance to supplement our dietary Mds since 
tim immemorial. Our relationship with thc m f s  
is om of sustenance and pmtcction fmm heavy 
tidal waves. It seems however that through thc 
y w  we have also wnuibuted to rheir gradual and 
permanent destruction. 

'Iheoriginof thisdevastation is human inorigin. 
It includes pollution, b d  fishing practices, i.e.. use 
of explosives (dynamite). poisonous roots and 
clomx, amongothcn. We have destroyedprccious 
coralrrefs in the lagoon. Their destluction results 
in the loss of n a n d  habitats for r e f  fish andother 
protein-rich marine life that we occasinally harvest 
to supplement our dietary requirements. 

We did a superb job ridding the m f s  of the 
destructive cmwn ofthorns. It was an all out cffo17 
toensm that thisdeadly urchin doesn't devour the 
-system that exist in our re+fs. I think this 
succwsful effort was headed by Mr. Benipo 
Sablan, secretary of the Department of Laads and 
N a n d  Resources. I am fond of his p r d v i t y  to 
save thc fragile reefs fmm turning into graves of 
pelagic fsh. 

A public campaign to patake in pmtsting our 
m f s  should be mounted. Simple manges dis- 
couraging poor fishing prnctices should f d  the nir 
waves and p a p  of the newspupus. Tbc r&fs 
fmntingbothsideofthueislandsaredyrhe 
"rain fms t  of the sea". It's our source of suste- 

also given their share of fish for their families. It's r 
good and disciplined way to pnssve  this fmite rc- 
source. k t ' s  move away fmm our old wap of 
catching ALL we can in a siDgle trip. 
Thc traditional affinity that we h v e  with thc m f  

and~mhasexistcdsincetbc&wnofmMintk 
hipiuua Archipelago. It is our oblig.rion today to 
ptcct tbcf rag i lcandl in i teaur tvxu~eafh . twe 
h v e  toenable fubm gwrratiotu toequdy enjoy tbe 
bounty and nahd  beauty of p/hu is gIoWy known 
todayasthcninfmstoftbeser I t b h  
d o c u m a ~  too that our forcfaban h v e  sliLd mci 
salrman 0argesaiIingcanoc)onf~tripsmrsch 
lofoccd within proximate dbtance dour  ktrdr 
?hese!ishinghipsarcj~sfh.tgoasfuasfive 
hundred miles o f f b .  I'm rurc t k y  too h v e  
pitched-in to p m m  this t m p i d  min fa ta t  '&thc 
OECaa 

The CNMI Cotutitution pwidcs tha Maangaha 
Island be included within tbc definition of tk 
ervstion" of flora and fauna It augura well with a 
measure authored by Representative He& S. 
Hof~idertoarmtbc~amundM.LL.gah.intoa 
marine aquarium prohibiting hbhg of any tmt 'Ibis 
is an excellent plan to allow for spawning of pelagic 
fiah and other marine lifr It is a sure way to prevent- 
ing depletion of w e  rmrine r c~was  that serveas 
vital dietary supplements on au h rabh and 
profit h m  snorkeling and diving enthusiasts fmm 
lrpsn and Asian Counhics. L d s  ptcct and hm it 
into profit where we benefit by amhg to tcrmr with 
the fmite flora and fauna h a t  U. mw auffaiog from 
our own negligence or d y  hhiq prrtieer 

a*.. 

nance and an a h n t i n g  place so buutifully de- C b  the lighter side of things. an old f h k n a n  war 
s i g n e d b y a a t u r r f o r ~ s b a u f i t .  Weshould bow-aafhng~ufincsRemam.Imstkberh 
make an all out effort to pmtcct it m we can 
continue to hun them into pmfits fmin tourists who 
go saorlrcling or mb-diving in the lagoon and 
indigenous dietary venue$. 

I wishtomPraDthsrpcmapS we hvenlsoova- 
fished the legwtu in all thee ishds. I am not sure 
whichlevel orentity of govanmnt should take. the 
I d  to pmtect our rcefs and thc regulation of reef 
fishing. Rcphtiotu W d  includtsize per specie 
of I& fLph and qunmity nganl lw of thc mode of 
fishing involved. i.e.. fmh md. nuand spugun.  If 
need be, there &odd be impcscd at laa t  a five- 

inSanAntmio. A s i m p l e n u ~ ~ ~ t h t b s ~ b s ~  
h h o w n b ~ a n d c o u l & ' t c a t a I t u r b M a c o l  
leguhiolls requilitlg a 6fivbdoll.r fea for throwaa 
firhing. 

Anempioy&ofFish and W i e r p d h d h i m f r o m  
adis~andgocdowntoenfaocmc~rula.  As 
h e w a s s p p o a f h i n g . a ~ o f ~ y a u l g f i r b  
cpmeclosetoshorelioc. ' IbeoldllyncoeLdhia 
throw-- and released it. He au@ d y  cmyoa 
ofthem and s t a d  telling bimvlfMjack-pot''  wid^ a 
big grin on his fpce. 
~ h e ~ ~ S b k h ~ 0 f f r b e h h f r o m t k t i n y h d e r  

yarmodumon~ffiabingtoallowpclagic inhisnatbcFishandWWeemployaamcby 
fish their t m u d  reomductionand wMh cvcle in and au izd  the old f e b  whetba he hu a lLuue for 

lagoon. It's a'fmitc re~wfe-ind rc,g&ory 
mt18urw ue now asafed to prevent tbeu subse- 
q u a t  extinction. 

Our bmrhcrr and sisters fmm tbc Republic of 
Belau have a very well disciplined racf fishing 
w d i t i o d e y  only catch what they are going a 
consume foraday. When they mum hmfwhing. 
the catch is divided among the clan. Friends who 
happen to be standing around the boat basin are 

bo;.-ncifkh*. He avlvd Mlmd and qui@ 
"""""'''''''''''''''''''"'''''''''yourgrandf~and1wersthrow-aa~ 
som fony yean ago. W s  m such a thing as 
licmsca. Fishing is a mditia~I.way of life in tk 
islands. Now you'n relling me I have tn h v e  a 
license? Why don't you pick-up w h t  you believe is 
the government's shpre and luve tbc rest for me and 
my family". Humiliated, the F&W employee quialy 
headed for his car and went home. 



pmcess." said Broadhunt. tion is not a cure for our prob- 

son office in Manila an unborn child is tantamount 
T ~ ~ ~ " ~  made he frwmeclt i,, pine government to encourage a 'The governor will sit on it. He sponsibility lies with each one to killing the 

response to Criticism in me p,,.ff "location so we can close down wouldnotbetakingany actionon of us." People are set to vote on the 
2 ~ u t ~ e o f f l c e ~ l n g ~ o c a t e d i n a  the office as it's not s u p p o d  to it as he believes there has been "Whether it is Legal or not. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ l  on 
bu,ldlng owned by parac E ~ ~ ~ -  bethercanyway."saidtheHousc enough time for the education we must remember that abor- saturday, ~~~~h 2,  

N-CON VOTE ON SAT. MAR. 2 1 
AS ONE OF THE 27 ELECTED CON-CON 
DELEGATES, I WORKED HARD T O  
MAKE TOUGH, PRACTICAL DECISIONS 
FOR OUR FUTURE. THE TIME HAS 
COME FOR REAL CHANGE AND REAL 

4 

REFORMS. 

YOU ELECTED ME TO DO A JOB FOR 

YOU. I'VE DONE MY BEST, AND NOW I T  
IS UP TO YOU. 

PLEASE BE SURE TO VOTE 
ON SATURDAY, MARCH 2 



 our'- term for House of Rapmmntati~oer 



m&ndwc&aickwhsrmdo, the 
m y d a s m ~ y k ~ w k  
~lhslrrmchrrcwillgo(ard)thc 
n n q  g m  aa it -1 my." rbc 
slid 
MePherrcswhonallniwofSpm 

ays rhc 'Tcck my amnnincd lor 
cducarioo hrrc (0:' 

' I kddmtp lsbca tan iS thcW 
*slid 

She cia thc NMC's spmal d c  in 
ma'f tnthk*dmtwiI lwin-  
m L r w h . c N h u u a r l d b c i n t h c  
6l'Ja.e" 
Patoflhuspcflalwis*- 

i lg lJa-kmthcfbrsamthc& 
popllatianI7prrmtofwkichh&'t 
~ I l I g i l s c h o o L  
McRrcrcssaidchcNMCC'mlimn 

m"galbcs&popllarionm& 
c l m : t h r m s o u n u m h a d y r m l d  
ppweforpba" 

VOTE FOR THE FUTURE 
OF THE COMMONWEALTH 

Your elected Con-Con delegates worked very hard, on a 
non-partisan basis, for 60 days. We considered ways to im- 
prove our Constitution so that our government would serve 
us better in the future. 

We listened to the voters who elected us, and who came 
to our public hearings and public meetings. The voters wanted 
change. They wanted a better government that costs less and 
does not create large deficits. They wanted a better educa- 
tion system for their children. 

We made these changes in our proposed Amendments. 
We ask the voters to support these amendments when they 
c&t their ballots in the election next week. I I 

Esther Sablan Fleming 

PLEASE VOTE ON MARCH 2 AND SUPPORT 
YOUR ELECTED CON-CON DELEGATES 

I Paid for bv Esther S. Remine I 
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.on Unity Front members 
,.I a vote of no confidence 

,ainst his two-month old gov- 
ernment. Carlot Korman, the 
prime minister from 1992 is ex- 
pectedtobevuedbacktothepime . .  . 
-P. 

Hek tddMPshh i s summons  
for today's s e s s i ~  due to begin at 
8.30amthathewouldresign I minute 
before the sitting. ... F'acnews 

U I U U I ~ ~ S ~ L I O ~  111 

FSM .... Pacnews 

~griilnued from page 4 

commissioncould then recommend 
constitutional amendments and 
changes in the law providing a so- 
lution that will endurc for many 
years to come. 

The problem of local and central 

- - 

government is a difficult and com- 
plex one. But it isonewhichcan be 
solved. What is needed is for an 
appropriately rcpicsentativq group 
of people to sit down in good faith. 
concentrate on this one subject 
alone, draw on appropriate re- 
sources and expertise, and work 
out the details., The result would 
benefit us all. 

Setting. . . 
Continued fro6 page 5 

d Einther.nooneonresoond 

came out with particular language, it 
wasn't inclined to change anything, 
regardless of comments. Dr. 

The Carrier. 

Setting the record straight 
Dear Editor s i W $ - m ~ a g e s e v e l ~  and 
~ ~ 6 u m f ~ T h i d ~  covered much more than Mr. 

Con&legateJuanS.Tdowhich Tenorio admits. At least one ap 
appeared in Monday's edition con- pears in the Official Roceedings of 
tained a number of mistepesenca- the bKvention. 
tionsanddistomom. Besides those leaerr I  provided 

Mr.Tenoriols statement thatdur- additional infomntion and o k -  
ing the convention I was sent vari- vations to the convention thmugh 
ous convention materials and my individual &legates. 'lhis included 
comments requested in writing is my views on Artjcle (Amendment) 

committee and poposed with convention legal counsel. My 
a n o u ~ g h t m .  ~ ~ t a i m ~ m p ~ ~  4. ~ ~ ~ s e v e r a ~ ~  

amedments only by requesting columns have accurately reflected 
h m , a n d o f t e n l m a d e t h e ~  thefaaSwihrespecttowhatwa~ 
copies myself. Nothing was ever previously made b w n  p the con- 
formally tmnsmitted to me, and the vention. 
only requests for my comments Mr. Tenorioclearly has a serious 
wae informal and oral. r n k m q h o n  of the duty and role 

When I did comment, my of the public in d t d d  mat- 
views-likethoseoftheCNMIbar m. Democracy may be hmnve- 
~ ~ d i n g J u d g e ~ ,  nient but it is the only pmtedon we 
Northem Marianas College, and have against tyranny. Neither I n ~ r  
the N ~ r j m n  Marianas Fbtwtion any Other member of the public had 
a n d A d v o c z y ~ q ~ g  any obligation to leave ourjobs and 
dxzs-wue largely CII enmly go to the convention in order to to 

ignored Nevertheless, I  wrote two have a right and respolrsibility to 
leners tothedelegate& in&~tion to speak later. 
the one acknowledged by Mr. Cwtinued on page 8 
Tenorio. 'Ihoselettersm9and12 . 

Cam& has well&scribedhov 
U X W ~ U I  really wo~ired The 
4 Certain Mr. T&o 
c h d 4  had an agda ,  and the o0 
aupromdwasdesignsdtofit 
agenda 

Mr. Tenorio apparently also I 
llldm@& the si@- of 
Analysis when mfemxtd in 
columns l h  Analysis lepm 
theresroningoftheckkpbxinad. 
ingthepropaPePameahents. MI 
of the Anal- was taken d k  
h t h e a m m i t t e c w t h e r  
~ ~ u p o n t o m a k e ~ i s b  
Byrdee~~totheAnalysisIam:~ 
todemonsb;rtethemtym1 
and @by that was used to 
~ c h a n g e s t o t h e d e l e g a t e s  

Obviously,Ihavc hadmorerim 
strriyandevaluatethe&of 
am~enrion in the five and a I 
mcmthsskeitadpunedsimdic 
belim the peopk are entitled to 
M t s o f t h a t n v i e w .  Asanasi 
k p b l i c m a y  behmstedinlm~ 
ing that the draft otficial Analys; 
wa9givardlningtheamvention 1 

tolOO~andIwasgivenIessd- 
24haastoamlment 

' I h e W ~ v e s t s t h e d e c ' i i  
onwhdkrtoreject~axxpt~ 
posed-in~peol 
Thacisareamforthis Thew< 
i s l ' t 'Mhs taq%nd@m 
w. 

Inmakingtbekdecisiqthepeol 
havearighttothebesthfomm 

v d o n  ar IX% Like the fmneq 
Ihavcconfidencr 

votPrs lkyercfully abletoreada 
Lis tentothequnxntsandki  
whichhavethepatexmait Iwc 
der what Mr. Taario is's of. 


