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LIEANNE SlEMER & HOWARD WILLENS 
THIRD NORTHERN W A N A S  CONSI'ITIJTIONAL CONVENTION 

Legislature Building, Capitol Hill 
Saipan, MP 96950 

Tel: 6701322-2266 
Fax: 6701322-2267 

DATE: Oclokr 4 
Nuilber of pages in this tranamission: 2 

I f  dl pages arc not ~ w i v c d ,  please call the numbcr above. 

FOR: Her~nan T. Ciuerrern 
Chair, Post-Convenliorl Co~nillittce 

Tel: 234-0843 
Fax: 234-0842 

FROM: l l e i c  Sielllcr 

MESSAGE 

This is a proposed lctter to thc Attorney General on a small clean-up point about which I 
was reminded whcn 1 saw Woodworh's letter. Is this okay to send? 

Ttiis mcsq#c is inrrndctl only for Ihe usc of-% individull or entity to w h i d  it is addnsssed and muy wnlain i n f i t i o n  (hal is privilcficd, 
a.ortfidentid, md cxcmpt rrom disclosure under upplicabic Inw. Ifthe rcrvlrr of mis m c s w  is not lhe intcndoi miyknt, ytru brchy 
notiilcd that my d i k n a t i o n  or uwing of this eumunicalion is strictly pruhibiad. 'I'W you. 



D. SIEMER/H. WILLENS 

October 3, 1995 

Scbastian Aloot 
Acting Attorney General 
Capitol Ilill 
Saipan, MP 96950 

Onc of the loose ends with rcspect to the c m n t  Constitution is the certification with 
respect to Scction 7 of the Schdulc Tmit iond Matters that was appended to the 1976 
Constitution. T M  Section provides: 

"Sta The legislature shall study whether to rcpeal a statute of 
limitations cumntly in force in the C~ommonwcalth with respect lo lm~d in order for the 
Commonwealth to provide compsation for past transactions. If a statute is repailed d'lcr 
study, the c(,)mpcnsation provided by the Commonwealth shall be limited to priority with respect 
to the dislribution of public lands and shall no1 affcct a right in pnlperly hat vested under the 
rqea ld  statute of limitntions." 

When rhc legislature passcd P.L.8-32, containing a six-year shtuk of lu~~itations on land 
transactions, it must have repealed (expressly or by implication) any prior shtutc of huitations in 
I'orcc in the Commonwealth wilh respcct to land, In any cvent, the legislation followed the 
Icgislature's study of the maller and in that sense implemented the directive contained in Section 
7. 

If the propused constitutional amendments p~ss ,  Article XIT, Section 6 will ~inliiin a 
constitutional statute of linlitations that would also takc precedence ovcr Section 7. To lcavr: 
Section 7 in the Transitional Schcdule under h s c  circumst;mces only invites cc)nfusion in the 
Iuturc as to what the legislarurc can or cannot do in the area ul'laud transactions. 

This matter has collie up bemuse of a recent inquiry from Don Woodworlh about the 
resolution from the Constitutional Conventiun about Secticm 13 of the 1976 Schedule on 
'rransitiond Matters. 1 was r d d c d  of our discussion on that matter and Lhc fact that therc were 
a few olhcr sections still not mtificd by the Attorney Cxneril as executed. Although I ~.n;ogni7e 
that it probably does not rLmk MO high on your currenl priority list, you may want to takc a look 
at Section 7 to see if it sllould now bc certified. 

Sincerely, 

Howard t'. Willcns 


