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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Deanne Siemer and Howard Willens 

FROM: Sam Thompson 

SUBJECT: Suggested Style Modifications to 1995 Constitutional Convention Amendments 

DATE: October 4, 1995 

INTRODUCTION 

Modifications are of two types, indicated by two types of ink. Changes I consider 
essential are indicated in fuschia felt-tip (0). Non-essential but recommended changes are 
indicated in red ball-point (-). (Your changes are indicated in blue ink.) 

First, an observation concerning a potentially substantive matter: 

And/or Distinction. See article 111, section 16(a). I'm sure you're quite familiar with the legal 
significance (exclusiveness v. inclusiveness) of the use of these terms. In this case, the choice 
could be significant. 

EXPLANATION 

Essential Modifications 

In addition to several atypical suggestions noted in the text, I believe the following 
modifications are necessary: 

Covenant Citations. To be consistent, a full citation is needed, including a citation to the 
appropriate Covenant article. 

Cross-References. To be consistent and to avoid ambiguity, when referring to another section 
within the same article, "of this article" should be added after the reference to the section. On 
a related matter, when referring in a subsection to a requirement specified in that subsection, 
to be consistent use the form "of this subsection" rather than "of this subsection (a)"; this is the 
preferred form in Washington State and some other jurisdictions. 

Headings. To be consistent, all headings should be followed by an underlined period. Do you 
intend that the headings be italicized? If not, consider taking out the underlining. I note that 



the heads were italicized in the Constitution reprinted with the 1977 GEORGETOWN LAW REVIEW 
article. 

Hyphens. In several cases, hyphens should be added in references to numbers and certain 
compound terms for consistency and to avoid ambiguity. 

Schedule on Transitional and Related Matters. In several cases, "the amended" should be 
added, where appropriate; this avoids ambiguity in references to amended or prior provisions 
of a section. 

Sub-Subsections. Under the form used in the Commonwealth Code, sub-subsections are 
separated acd indented to clearly indicate that they are components of a subsection; in addition, 
the first word of the sub-subsection is capitalized. Compare article 111, section 9(a) and article 
VI, section (7)(b). 

Non-Essential Modifications - 

In addition to several atypical suggestions noted in the text, the following modifications 
are non-essential but strongly recommended: 

Headings for Sections in Articles XV-XVII. I believe that headings should be specified for 
these sections; I've made recommendations. These sections should have headings because it is 
entirely possible that additional sections will later be added to the articles; it's best to specify 
the headings now rather than later. In any event, all sections should have headings (see 
photocopy of single-section articles from Washington State Constitution, attached). 

Internal Subsection References. See, e.g., article 11, section 4(b). I believe that the form I 
suggest removes any ambiguity. 

Mwaar. See article XIX, sections 2 and 3. In current sections, this-word includes diacritical 
marks (" mwiar ") . According to the Carolinian-Englisf: Dictionary, diacritical marks are 
appropriate (see photocopy, attached). However, some Carolinians apparently feel the marks 
aren't necessary. Perhaps the Chamorro-Carolinian Language Policy Commission should be 
consulted (it's within the Department of Community and Cultural Affairs). 

Parentheses Around Letter -Subsections. Under the form used in the Commonwealth Code, 
letter subsection designations include two parentheses--(a), (b), etc. In the amendments, two 
parentheses are already included in sub-subsection designations--(l), (2), etc. 

Sub-subsection Designations in Article 111, Section 20(d). To enhance clarity, I recommend 
that the clauses in this subsection be separated and specified as sub-subsections. 

TheseIThose. For clarity and precision, I often prefer "those" to "these." 

attachment 
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176 State Constitution [Art. 161 

'granted lands of the state shall be offered for sale in.one par- 
cel, and all lands within the limits of any incorporated city or 
within two miles of the boundary of any incorporated city 
where the valuation of such land shall be found by appraise- 
ment to exceed one hundred dollars ($100) per acre shall, 
before the same be sold, be platted into lots and blocks,of not 
more than five acres in a block, and not more than one block 
shall be offered for sale in one parcel. 

5 5 Investment of permanent common school fund. The 
permanent common school fund of this state may be invested 
as authorized by law. [AMENDMENT 44, 1965 ex.s. Senate 
Joint Resolution No. 22, part 2, p 2817. Approved November 
6 ,  i366.1 

Amendment 1 (1894kArt .  1 6  6 5 INVESTMENT OF SCHOOL FUND- 
None of the permanent school fund of this state shall ever be loaned to 
private persons or corporations, but it may be invested in national, 
state, county, municipal or school district bonds. [AMENDMENT 1 ,  
1893 p 9 !j I .  Approved November, 1894.1 

Original text-Art. 16  6 5 INVESTMENT OF PERMANENT SCHOOL 
Fu~+None  of the permanent school fund shall ever be loaned to pri- 
vate persons or corporations, but it may be invested in national, state, 
county or municipal bonds. 

Funds for support of education: Art. 9 !j 3. 

Article XVII 
TIDE LANDS 

1 Declaration of state ownership. The state of 
Washington asserts its ownership to the beds and shores of all 
navigable waters in the state up to and including the line pf 
ordinary high tide, in waters where the tide ebbs and flows, 
and up to and including the line of ordinary high water within 
the banks of all navigable rivers and lakes: Provided, that this 
section shall not be construed so as to debar any person from 
asserting his claim to vested rights in the courts of the state. 
Harbors and tide waters: Art. 15.  

[Art. 171 State Constitution 177 

4 2 Disclaimer of certain lands. The state of Washington 
disclaims all title in and claim to all tide, swamp and over- 
flowed lands, patented by the United States: Provided, the 
same is not impeached for fraud. 

Article XVIII 
STATE SEAL 

4 1 Seal of the state. The seal of the State of Washington 
shall be, a seal encircled with the words: "The Seal of the 
State of Washington," with the vignette of General George 
Washington as the central figure, and beneath the vignette the 
figures "I 889." i 
Custody of seal: Art. 3 $ 18. 
State seal: RCW 1.20.080. 

Article XIX 
EXEMPTIONS 

4 1 Exemptions-Homesteads, etc. The legislature shall 
protect by law from forced sale a certain portion of the home- 
stead and other property of all heads of families. 

Article XX 
PUBLIC HEALTH AND VITAL STATISTICS 
4 1 Board of health and bureau of vital statistics. There 

shall be established by law a state board of health and a 
bureau of vital statistics in connection therewith, with such 
powers as the legislature may direct. 

0 2 Regulations concerning medicine, surgery and phar- 
aucy. The legislature shall enact laws to regulate the practice 
of medicine and surgery, and the sale of drugs and medicines. 



178 State Constitution IArt. 211 

+ Article XXI 

WATER AND WATER RIGHTS 

/ I Public use of water. The use of the waters of this state 
for irrigation, mining and manufacturing purposes shall be 
deemed a public use. 

Article XXII 
LEGISLATIVE APPORTIONMENT 

8 1 Senatorial apportionment Until otherwise provided by 
law, the state shall be divided into twenty-four (24) senatorial 
districts, and said districts shall be constituted and numbered 
as follows: The counties of Stevens and Spokane shall consti- 
tute the first district, and be entitled to one senator; the county 
of Spokane shall constitute the second district, and be entitled 
to three senators; the county of Lincoln shall constitute the 
third district, and be entitled to one senator; the counties of 
Okanogan, Lincoln, Adams and Franklin shall constitute the 
fourth district, and be entitled to one senator; the county of 
Whitman shall constitute the fifth district. and be entitled to 
three senators; the counties of Garfield and Asotin shall con- 
stitute the sixth district, and be entitled to one senator; the 
county of Columbia shall constitute the seventh district, and 
be entitled to one senator; the county of Walla Walla shall 
constitute the eighth district, and be entitled to two senators: 
the counties of Yakima and Douglas shall constitute the ninth 
district, and be entitled to one senator; the county of Kittitas 
shall constitute the tenth district and be entitled to one sena- 
tor; the counties of Klickitat, and Skamania shall constitute 
the eleventh district, and be entitled to one senator; the County 
of Clarke shall constitute the twelrth district, and be entitled 
to one senator; the county of Cowlitz shall constitute the thir- 
teenth district, and be entitled to one senator; the county of 
Lewis shall constitute the fourteenth district, and be entitled 
to one senator; the counties of Pacific and Wahkiakum shall 
constitute the fifteenth district, and be entitled to one senator; 
the county of Thurston shall constitute the sixteenth district, 

[Art. 221 State Constitution 179 

and be entitled to one senator; the county of Chehalis shall 
constitute the seventeenth district, and be entitled to one sen- 
ator; the county of Pierce shall constitute the eighteenth dis- 
trict, and be entitled to three senators; the county of King 
shall constitute the nineteenth district, and be entitled to five 
senators; the counties of Mason and Kitsap shall constitute the 
twentieth district, and be entitled to one senator; the counties 
of Jefferson, Clallam and San Juan shall constitute the 
twenty-first district, and be entitled to one senator; the county 
of Snohomish shall constitute the twenty-second district, and 
shall be entitled to one senator; the counties of Skagit and 
Island shall constitute the twenty-third district, and be enti- 
tled to one senator; the county of Whatcom shall constitute 
the twenty-fourth district, an'd be entitled to one senator. 
Districts and apportionment: Chapter 44.07B RCW. 

4 2 Apportionment of representatives. Until otherwise pro- 
vided by law the representatives shall be divided among the 
several counties of the s tat t  in the following manner; the 
county of Adams shall have one representative; the county of 
Asotin shall have one representative; the county of Chehalis 
shall have two representatives; the county of Clarke shall have 
three representatives; the county of Clallam shall have one 
representative; the county of Columbia shall have two repre- 
sentatives; the county of Cowlitz shall have one representative; 
the county of Douglas shall have one representative; the 
county of Franklin shall have one representative; the county of 
Garfield shall have one representative; the county of Island 
shall have one representative; the county of Jefferson shall 
have two representatives; the county of King shall have eight 
representatives; the county of Klickitat shall have two repre- 
sentatives; the county of Kittitas shall have two representa- 
fives; the county of Kitsap shall have one representative; the 
county of Lewis shall have two representatives; the county of 
Lincoln shall have two representatives; the county of Mason 
shall have one representative; the county of Okanogan shall 
have one representative; the county of Pacific shall have one 
representative; the county of Pierce shall have six representa- 
tives; the county of San Juan shall have one representative; 
the county of Skamania shall have one representative; the 
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bwii. Mwair ighcr  Variant of M w i h r i g h i r .  
1h~t .1 ,  s a l o a  n. A man who is 

m\t,iit  Variant of rnwaat. rnwcngil Variant of rnwingil. 
,wcrful. Kclatcd rnwi i l ,  schoo. 
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