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TO: Hcrman T. Cucrrcro 
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MESSAGE 
IIerman: The Governor would likc a lcttcr from thc Committee sctting forths its 

view regarding the proposed deferral of the vote. Idere is a draft. 1 think we might want to wait 
until tornorruw's meeting before sending it out. 

This message is inlended only hr h e  use ufI11~ irldividud 01 cntily ((I which it ir addrcsscd and may contain infomdun that is privilcgd. 
contidcnlinl. nnd cxcmpl h n  dlsclosurc ut~dcr applicable law. If mc rclrlcr of thia mcrsryc is  rur h e  inkMled rruipienl you ;rrr: hurby 
nulilietl Uul  s l y  Jissr~~~iualiurr UI u r y y i ~ l ~  urll~is ~ ~ ~ r ~ u ~ ~ i c a l i o n  is sfrictly prolribitcd l lunk you. 



Draft Letter to the Governor re I-egislation to Dcfer Vote on Amendmcnls 

Uear ~ V L - m o r  Tenorio: 

Wc understand that thc Legislature has transmitted for your consideratio11 Y H No. 9-209 
postponing h e  votc on the arnmdmcnts to the Constilution proposed by the Third Constitutional 
Convention until M m h  1996. I am writing on behalf of Lhe Post Convention Cornrni1lr;c: tu 
rcqucst that you not approve this proposal. 

As you know, thc Legislature failed to act for rnany months on the requcsls of thc Prc- 
Convention Committee and thc Convention for dcfcrrd of the volc on the proposed amcndments. 
C ~ ~ e q u c n t l y  the Post Convention Committee had no choice but to organize and begin to 
cxecute the necessary public education program in anticipation of a vote on thc. amendments at 
the gmcrd election as required by thc Commonw~th Constitution. 111 addition, consultation 
with the R o d  of Elstinns confinned the nced to have the ofiicial ballots drafted and printcd 
early in October in order to meet thc November deadline and send the ballots to olr-island voters 
and make Lhcm available Iur absentee vot~rs. 

All of this work was well underway by thc time that thc Legislature bully acted on thr: 
defcrral proposal last week. Enclosed for your information is a summary of the public eduwtion 
carnpdgn that is now underway. 1 am sure that you have sccn the very dctsiled descriptions of 
thc 19 amendments that an. being published on a daily basis by both the Mariiinas Vilriaty ancl 
(he Tribune. Thc public mcctings lo datc have been vcry useful rind the Committee is a~nlidcnt 
that the voters will bc fully informed regarding the pn)pusd runcndrncnis by the timc thcy art: 
asked to vo~r; on them in carly Novcmbcr. 

Defcrrd of Lhe vote on lhc proposed amcndments until March scrves no uscl'ul purpose. 
The Committee has seen no cvidenw that the proposed mmclmctlts will brxome entangled with 
the campaigns being conducted by candidates for political ofice; thc Convmtioll was thoroughly 
non-partism in nature and the propascd amendments are adhssec! to thc institutic~ns and 
practiw of the Cornonwealth government and not to the policies or wtions: of any particular 
office or govcrnmml official. Indced, deferral of the vote will involve the exp~nditure of 
additional i'unds estimated somewhcre between $500,000 and one million dollars -- money 
which could be bctter spend on other important Communwr;alth programs and scrviccs. 

'fhe proposed amcndmmts are the result of the hard work of 27 delegates electcd to 
mvicw aid revise the Constitution as they thought appropriate. Thc &leg-alcs identified inany 
important pn)blcms that they decidcd should be addresd by proposed amcnd~nents to the 
Constitution. Their deliberations wcre extensively publicized d u r i . ~  the Convention's 60 days 
and the public mcctings and hearings held by thc Convmrion were well attenclod. The 
Committce believes that itcse amendments should be placcd before the voters at the g m d  
clection when thesc recollections and thc public education campaign will have scrved to inform 
the voters fully regarding thc significance of the proposed mcndrnenls that they ruc being askcd 



to ratify. 

If the Commitrcc can be of further assistance to you wiLh rcspccl b your consideration of 
SB No. 9-209, p l w  let rne know. 

Ilerman T. Gucrrero 
Chairman, Post-Convention Couuuittee 



POST-CONVEN'I'ION COMMTTTEE PUBLIC EIIUCATION CAMPAIGN 

Print media: Dcscriptions of each or  the 1 9 proposcd amendments have been 
printed and arc bcing published by both the Marianas Variety and the 'l'ribune as inserts to thei~ 
regular issucs. 

Television: .13wo hour-long programs discussing all constitutional amendments havc 
been taped by the delcgatcs and have been aircd sevwd times on Saipan Cable I'V and M~riawas 
Cnble Vision. 

. John Gon7ales is hosting a one-hour show on Saipm Cable TV on Tuesday evenings 
that will be c l~vo td  to the (:on-Con amcndments for the next four weeks. 

- One-~nhutc spots on each of the 19 amcndments are being tapcd by the delegates in 
cooprilion with the Northern Marianas College media dcpartmmt to be aired on Saipan Cable 
'l'V and Marianas Cable Vision for thc next rour weeks as public service or paid announcemenls. 

Radio: Thc audio rrom the one-minutc television spots will bc a k d  TOT the next four 
wecks on two radio stations. 

PU blic meet in gs: Meetings havc been conducted with Commonweallh business 
and professional groups htcrcstd in the proposed arnendmcnts. and additinnal meetings arc 
schcduld. Special materials have been prcpared outlining the objectives of thc Convention and 
the inam usccl to achieve ihese objectives. 

. Public meetings in thc 11 villages have. been scheduled and publicized. These meetings 
begin this  week. I h e  meeting placcs have been arranged, delegates havc bccn scheduled to 
a ~ i m d  to answer questions, and public education materials have been printed for distribution at 
the meetings. 

. The Governor has asked his department heads to pcnnit employees to attend other 
meetings during the workday (consistent with departmental needs) at which Convention 
delegates will explain the proposed arncndmcnts and answer questions. A convenient location 
for these meetings has been reserved, and explanatory materials arc rcady for distribution. 

Mailers: The Cornmittcc is mailing to all off-island voters the inserts published in the 
news media. 

.Thc votcr rcgisuation list provided by Lhe Election Hoard has been put into a databasc to 
support special information efforts with thc votcrs on Rota and Tinim. 

. The public infi~rmation materials are being postcd on thc computer bulletin board on 
Saipan. 


