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3afael H. Arroyo 
ety News Staff 
WUBLICAN Party wiIl have 
?cia1 canchdate for the 1997 
nafonal ram no later than Au- 
~f h s  year, party chairman 
.IKI R Fitial sad 
m interview yesterday, Fitial 
willbetheparty'sgoaltoselect 
dard bearer month before the 
znds to give time for "party 
ds to heal" in the event a pri- 
is to be held 
le party's candidates commit- 
11 set a deadhe for submission 
ers of intent from prospective 
mts. After that, a decision will Benigno R. Fit~al 

o be made on whether to hold a According to Fitial,thereshouldbe 
uy or not," said fitid. enough time for party leaders to mend 
~t I have made it a target that by ''broken fences" should a primary be 
st, we should have had a &-- resorted to. 
anctioned by the party, primary The party chairman in an earlier 
primary," &id the chau- interview with the Variety adrniaed 

that a primary may have divisive 

JS agency runs after 
30K defaulted loans.. 
E U.S. government, in behalf of the Small Business Administra- I 
I, has filed complaints against two couples who have allegedly 1 
xulted on their loan payments amounting to a total of $30.199.19, 
lamed defendants were Pedro C. Sablan and Igmcia G. Sablan, 
hipan; and Miguel B. Evangelista and Alicia B. Evangelista, of 
ian. ? 

he two couples' disaster loans were made way back in 1987, 
he Sablans were granted a $4,600 loan, payable in $59 monthly 
ailments. 
he complaint claimed the Sablan couple failed to pay the out- 
ding principal balance of $2,060.04 plus an accrued inter- : 
of $2,222.36 as of Jan. 22. . . 
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effects on the puty as it may create ill- 
feelings among supporters of  cad^- 
dates who fail to win the GOP nomi- 
nation. 

Thus, Fitial said it may be in the 
party's interest toas muchas possible 
avoid a primary and choose a candi- 
date by consensus. 

Dunng yesterday's inte~iew, fitial 
said the GOP's candidates comrnit- 
tee is currently finalizing a set of 
criteria for selecting candidates and 
will bemalang such guidelines known 
to the general membership. 

As of yesterday, only one candi- 
date has officialy dec lad  his candi- 
dacy -Washington Representative 
Juan N. Babauta 
FormerGovemorPedroP.Tenorio, 

who' earlier said he will again be 
seeking the governorship with Sen- 
ate President Jesus R Sablan as 
runningmate, has yet to file a letter of 
intent with the party. 

Anobpsiblecandidate, former 
Governor Lany I. Guerrem, previ- 
ously disclosedplansof running again 
but has yet to make a formal an- 

Juan N. Babauta 

nouncement 
According to Fitial, it may be pre- 

mahue for the party leadership to 
decide whether to hold a primary or 
not in as much as therp: is only one 
candidate officially seelung the party 
nomination. 

He said he expects the committee 
to be setting a deadline date soon 

Meanwhile, Fitial also announced 
that the party is planning to launch a 

Pedro P. Tenorio 
1 

regismion drive among all current 
and prospecbve members in aneffort 
to make an accurate headcount of the 
party's membership. 

"It is a good h g  to have an orga- 
nized mster of our members so we 
can have something to baseour moves 
on," said fitid, although he adnuts, 
that is also one way to increase the 
patty's strength by enlisting more 
members. 

Speaker seeks to discourage 
bills pushing 'pet projects' 

By Mar-Vic C. Munar has said he wanted.to correct law. 
Varrety News Staff the government's practice of ‘‘That's why we're having 

SPEAKER Diego Benavente funding projects based on ap- members introduce appropria- 
propriation bills filed in the t ion bi l ls  l e f t  and right," 
Legislature. Benavente told the SPJ meet- 

He said such practice "is ing. 
wrong," and had invited flood- Last year, he said, the House 
gates of appropriation bills has received about 500 bills 
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March vote would not 
alter anti-casino stand 

By Rafael H. Arroyo 
Varrety News Staff 
EVEN IF voters disapproved 

the proposed constitutional 
amendment that seeks to prevent 
casino legaliza~ion by law, the 
iilOve to bring in casino develop- 
ment on Saipan may still be fac- 
in2 a tough time. 

According to Speaker of the 
.I-iouse of  Representatives Diego 
T. Henavente, he foresees the 
1 louse leatiership to continue op- 
posing the concept of Common- 
wealth-wide casino gaming re- 
gardless of the fate of constitu- 
tional arnendrnent No. 15 in the 
hlarch special elections. 

"The people will be voting on 
~ h e t h e r  or not they want the Leg- 
islature to legalize casinos through 
legislation. They will decide on 
whetherto continue the status quo 
which would leave the provision 
to allow casinos through legisla- 
tion," said Benavente. 

"This to me is not really a sign 
o:i whether the people want to 
support casinos. So I believe our 
opposition to casinos would not 
be against the people's will," the 
speaker said. 

Accordirig to the I-Iouse leader, 
he continues to be fed informa- 
tion that there arc members in the 
leadership arid in the whole House 
who will continue to vppose ca- 
sino through legislative initiative. 

The current Constitution out- 
laws gambling in the islands un- 
less i t  is legalized by initiative in 
any senatorial district or through 
legislation approved by the legis- 
iative and executive branches. 

Under the proposed amend- 
ment, the Legislature is being 
stripped of the authority to enact 
laws to ailow casinos in theCNMI. 

If' approved, the only way casi- 
nos could get legalized in the 
CNMI will be through initiative 
by senatorial districts. 

But according to Benavente, a 
vote against the amendment and 
for the status quo does not mean a 
~nandate f r ~ m  the people in favor 
of casino legalization. 

"The issue is whether we sup- 
port a legislative or popular ini- 

to them if they opposed the idea 
of legalizing casinos. It's going to 
stay that way," said Benavente. 

Benavente spearheaded moves 
by Democrats in the Ninth Legis- 
lature to enact legislation estab- 
lishing casinos CNMI-wide. 

With Benavente returning as 
speaker of the Tenth Legislature 
and with a 14-member Republi- 
can leadership at that, i t  is ex- 
pected that the opposition on ca- 
sinos is solid as ever. 

Meanwhile, two private citizens 
on Wednesday came over to the 
Variety office to air their displea- 
sure over the House's continued 
stonewalling of the casino move. 

John Cabrera and John White 
both said the result of the March 
vote on the casino amendment 
should give the Legislature an 
indication of what the people want 
on this very issue. 

"It is up to the people and the 
voice of the people in March 
should send a definite mandate to, 
the Legislature to go and get on 
with what they should be doing," 
said White in an interview. 

"This should be their mandate 
and they should act accordingly," 
White added. 

Cabrera on the other hand, said 
casino legalization should be ex- 
plored as a method of raising the 
revenue needed by government 
to fund the ever-growing demand 
for public services in the CNMI. 

"We must bear in mind that 
casinos will not be for us indig- 
enous people. It will only be for 
our tourists, gamblers from other 
countries and yet the benefits will 
be for the people of this Com- 
monwealth," said Cabrera. 

Cabrera expressed confidence 
that there is an increasing number 
of indigenous residents who have 
increasingly become aware of the 
benefits of casino gaming. 

He also said even previous op- 
ponents to gambling have started 
to realize that the benefits could 
easily outweigh the disadvantages 
as long as efforts to strictly regu- 
late gaming are maintained. 
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