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OPEN LE7TER TO THE 
I-S ABOUT COMMENTS 

ON THE PROPOSED 
CONSTITUTIONAL 

AMENDMENTS 

Amendment #f t k~vugh  
mndnwnt # I  2 contain irnyortant 
[Pages that benef~t  rhe 
##lt#rrw#lth. These changes are 
tWd by the delegates to the 
llllidluti~nel Convention, aii of 
bWb were elected. These 

ve been criticrzed b j  
I never saw her at any 

4h C+JrWivdon's sessions or any 
@a public hearings tha: the 

held on any subject 
&e did not come to any of 

#cdone. and apparently ha5 
t @#$4b~ tmscripts, the analys~s. 

W b  in her reasons for votrng 
!#' qa dl the amendments. The 

ls7: Amendment 

authonty to p ~ s s  laws conccrninp ihc 
critena for domictlc d r ~ d  rektdencc. 
and the) hd\c drmr \n T'hs I ~ n g u ~ g c  
19a1 I -  propobed to hc delelcd from 
the Const~tut~on is unnecessar). nou 
that the Comrnonwealth IS  firmly 
established. Noconsri!ur~onal lawyer 
would argue ro the contrary. 

Your eleclcd Con-Con delegates 
urge you tovote "yeswon Amendment 
#7. 

AMEXDM ENTM: Amendment 
#% deals with Article 8 on elections 

The delegates propose to delete 
leg14atrve language from Article 8 
w h i c h  says the legislature may 
provide for registration of voters, 
absentee bdlloting, administration of 
elections and similar things. .Ms. 
Tighe mistakenly identifies this as a 
section "givrng the legislatu~e the 
authority" todeal with these subjects. 
That is wrong. The legislature has 
authonty over all rightful subjects of 
leg~slatlon unless the Constitution 
takes away certain authority. Ms - 
Tighe's idea is just the reverseofWly 
our Constitution actudly opam&s.. s v  

In writing a c o n s t i t g t i q & o ~ $ % ~ i ~  
take care mt to incw~ka IsMWB, 
"legi,lati ve 18an~2&W&f 
something that s 
legislature and that &m,&#' 
included as basic, &" %:$ s3 

In the const~turian. ?%G $975' 
Constitutional ConvenPiandida.~y 
goad job of staying away fm 
leg~,latlve language and stickiw to 
strictly c o n s t i t u t r ~ l  §?&jet% 'tm 
1985 Constirution41 Ca@vc;dl.cnn 
stayed more ~ n t o l e g i ~ l r t i v ~ m ~ t s ,  
iind the delegates have propMod to 
delete a number of those provisions 
as well. If we keepspecific ItgiWive 
matters our, our Constitution will be 
flexible enough to stand the test of 
time. 

Your elected Con-Con delegates 
urge you to vote"yes"on Amendment 
#8 

AMEXDMEhT119: Amndmnt 
H & d s  with ini tlativa,refemdum, 
and recall. 

Amendment tr9 makes i t  easier for 
the Folers to rec~ll an elected offici&l 
who is not dome a good job, and to 
replacethat person with someoneelse. 
The number of zlgnatures requiredon 
the cecal1 pet1nc.n has been lowered 
from 408 to 23% ot rh r  persons 
qualified to vote And the number of 
votes needed has k e n  lowered from 

One r j I  XI, T~ghc'. rcJwti\ :o* 
\oling 'no" 1s l h ~ l  bhc think. ~ h c  
A!;~rney Genera! rs r ow  undcr \,,rnL 

k ~ n d  of deadl~ne lo  ~ C I  pctilion. 
ccr~ilicd In time tor [!LC nrxt gcncrLI 
elccflon and thar rhts Jeadl~nc would 
be rcmn) ed hy the arnendmenr. Shc 
~sabsolulelq wrong about t h l b  There 
~snodeadl!neofanyson~nthecurren! 
An~cle 9. I t  says3 "A recall petitlon 
shall be filed with theattorney general 
forceniflcarronthat therequtriments 

goes on the ballot within 90 d * ~  F 

That mi&t be the generbl electiw % f  
one is cgrning up, buk under I -  5 

voters do not have 'cl ,. .:1 
~ ~ ~ ? ~ 9 0  days. 

I 

Anothdr of Ms. Tlghe'q -1. lrrc 
for ~oting "no" on t h ~ s  ~ ! P C P  " \ -:' IS 

that the language of t h ~ \  r r  r!: has 
been updated at13 9 i s  
"uncomfarrable" w~th th15 jQ76. 
before self-government .F\ , i the 
Constitutlun sard that nt;,Lf lr e and 
referendum petitlsns would he 
approved by the required majanty of 
!he "votes cast 

was juqt to make t t  clear, at a time 
before the Comrnonwealrh legislature 
had even k e n  formed. (hat thr: only 
bates that could becounted weqthose 
of qual~fied voters. The prccgdures 
fur reglslral~on of voters, counding of 
votes, and thalleng~ngballotsaknow 
very well established ~q the 
Commonwealth Therefore, thr  term 
"botes cast" I S  suff~cient for 
ccnstltutlonal purpclses 

. ry 
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r~acnt a10 deals with Articlr I8 tm ,: 
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,2;rb 
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pmgram so that more people wtll t~ 
able to get homesteads Third. r r  
controls the leasing of publlc land for 
commercial purposes ao,_i pro\ lees 
for public knowiedge and 
participation in the declston-mak~r~g 
p t ~ e S & .  And founh. ~t sets aslde 
SOme of our public lands ~ n i c  
pemmcnt parks and preserbeq \o 
tft#our islands will contlnue to have 
&me dfrhemagniflcent green space5 
ehlweenjoy today. Our publlc lands 
mane of our gnetcst resources, and 
&e&e c w  will ensure that the) 
#m well and made available 
&i~~wpaopk to the maximum extenr 
parribk. 

Ms. Tighe says she n a s .  more 
patian and discussion about "L, changes. The Post Convention 

Commitlac is holding 15 public 
meetinss and 10 government 
?mc&ngs to discuss the amendmts.  
.'IBp rcbeu)uks have been published 

SSlt is w e b h e  to 
discussions. In 

mition, the Post Convention 
baP pubtished materials 

inChPnrorro, Camiinian, and English 
' sborrt the ~lsndmmts. Fopies of 
4 b e  n&ds m y  &e obtained at 

€!o~-C6n offvce in'the JoeTen 
IWtDan building, second floor 

* * .wsaysshe i s  womedabout 
tQL 7 1  pnerves including 
dl plabUE t a d  more than 500 feet 
$8avc am level because she thlnks 

mpass Capiiol Hill. 
intherelevant provision 
e) which says: " h b l ~ c  i$ l*, 300 00t pr more above sea 

=, m a n c m a n c n t  preserves unless 
m p t a d  by the bureau before 
_traC1E+mkrr 31. 1997." This means . W i f  the government does not want 

?at brings to~tisls hcre and wppc~q* 
i 

The directors must be confirmed by 
Ihe Senare Ms. Tighe says she rs 
uncomfonable wlth the change from 
the pnor requirements that dimtors 
be persons of Yonhem Marianas 
descent , hho speak Chamarro or 
Cdrolln~an The delegates believe 
that [he nr w requirements ared~rocrly 
reldted r c j  the job that the directors 
mu3t do. and they enoure,thar 
knowledgeable iocalpeoplewillhoid 

tranaactio& I hat 'violate An~cle I:! 
would be made "voidable" under the 
proposed amendments. rather rhan 
"voa ah ~nitio" as they are at present, 
This change also does n@ affect Ms. 
TigAe penanejly ,at all.$ Bur i t  i s  
important tolml p p t e  

Dolktr our iti&' $He' Y W & - o n a  %es~t~:&p&i$edby bur governor 
~ransitionai Matter8 r&phs new 
leases, ent~red after tSpk" pmpased 
constitutional amendments' were 
pubiished. to comply with tbae new 
protections for the public interest. 

Your elected Con-Con delegates 
urge you to vole "yes" on Amendment 
$1  I .  

AMENDMENT #12: Amend- 
ment # i2 deals with Arlide 12 on 
restrictions on land alienation. 

Amendment # 1 2 allows parents to 
plve family iands ro their children, 
regardless of ~hether  those children 
qualify as 25% Noflhem Mananas 
Jesrent. Famlly landscanbegiven to 
ddopted children it'rhcy are adopted 
hct'c'rc: age 6. Puhltc lands, 
r,on-ie-~~,nds. and othcr lands cannot 
he gl-:cri :ir!nptcd L htldren. no.msrtcr 
uht,n ir.;\ i r c r c  .trlclprcd, 11'thc~ are 
!lot YC r , o ~ ! b  ,:1' U,-cr~hcrn f l a ~ i , ~ n < i \  
J L . \ L C ' ~ ~ [  T~ghc ~r, tcnd\  :(. .ole 
.. :(, - . , . & , b ~ ,  : hc\c .'n.*ng~,\ -1of1c 

m f i d  b i  the Sknate. They 
ed to decide when the 
rule shcwld be used 
who are not qualified 

to;uwn land here, and when (he 
vo/idabte mle shauid be used to avoid 
injustices ta p7rsons of Northern 
Mpriatras descent wh9 have, bought 
la+d in good faith. 

'MS. Tlghe says she IS 110: 

clsmfortable with the delegates 
pmposal that an office tie esrablished 
u$der the Attorney General so rho1 
[*re IS legal expertiw available to 
pjrsons of  Northern Mar ianas  
d~sccnt. This public lawyer would be 
'ayailable "to assist (landowner;. 
honitor land transfer's, and to assri,t 
I +  eniotcing" Article 12. Ms. 'Tiehe 
doesn't pve  any reahon why th15  s 
nc# a. good idea and hcr sugpesl!~ n 
tt13t I ~ I S  $5  3 n a v ,  on u hlch ((7 *os:- 

' 1 1 1  ' k n a c l i c !  hc r1.1c.iletl 
l r  C ~ L ~ L . T L L I  s l ~ ( - ' ~ ~ r ~  dc;cku::, 
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Court that have 
meaningless by . ,< . 
executive b w h .  

undersand how a 
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