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In my last acticle 1 reviewed

performance or his or her legisla-
tive duties,

The majority leader in each
house will receive an additional
$50.000 and the minority leader in
each house receive an additional
$35,000. This means that the

prop by the Ci del-  Speaker and the President of the
egates relating to Article 2 (l.zgu- Senate will elch hlve lbout
lative Branch). 1 am $120,000indi
pleased to see that SpenkerD:ego menunmtyle.ndmmbodumuu
T.Benavente hascomeoutinfavor  will have about $105,000 to spend
of the proposed four-year term for - every year that they are in office.
House members and electionona Al other administrative and sup-
Saipan-wide basismherthlnpm- port expenses for the legisiature
cincis. Th k dthe  and its i will be pro-
Convention delcgun nlong these  vided by the non-partisan Legisla-
lines duning the Conventioa and it  tive Bureau, whose budget will be
is gratifying that one of the increased from its current level of
Ci ealth’s most $800,000 to about $2 miilion.
political leaders has endorsed these
major reforms of the House of Rep- The delegates, afterextensive
resentatives. public hearings and input from the
1 bope that the Speaker will  legislators themselves, were per-
reconsider his position withrespect  suaded that this allocation of pub-
to other amendments affecting the  lic funds was great improvement

Commonwealth Legislature pro-
posed by the delegates, He has re-
poriedly expressed reservations
about (1) the proposed allocation
of public funds to legisiators for
their expenses; and (2) the chang,

over the current system for the fol-

in the procedures for the fumire
amendment of the CNMI Com-
monwesith, Let's take a look at
these issues and see why the del-

stop and have proposed a prohibi-
tion that would accomplish this
objective. The delegates were told
by legislators in private that this
limitation oa the use of public funds
was very much needed!

Speaker Benavente and other
legisiators have criticized the pro-
posed amendment (Amendment
18) that would limit the means by
which the CNMI Constitution can
be amended in the future. Under
this proposed amendm:m. how-

hearing and placed before the vor
ers without any public educanon ¢
information. Once the voters be
came aware thas HLI 9-1 wou:
increase the legisiative budget i
more than $9 mitlion, it was re

Under the proposed Amend
ment |8, the Legisiature would sui
play a leading roie in suggesun:
necded amendments to the Consn
tution. The number of signature:
required to place a popular initta
tive on the bailot has been reducec

ever, bers of the L
would have the same rights as ev-
ery other citizens in the Common-
wealth to sponsor 2 popular initia-

Guerrero tive to amend the Constitution.
of the committees rather than leave Under the present constitu-
itexclusi b i hai tional provision, the Legislature is
or the political leadership of the  given ‘lpem.l muv;l:‘gc:(opmposc_ ”
i to
« Fourth, the del have three-fourths of the Legisl
proposed a restriction on public  agree.s amendment can

funds that seems long overdue. If
Amendment 2 is ratified. legisia-
tors cannot spend public funds
(other than their salaries) for pri-
vate or political purposes. Unfoc-
tunately, legislators and their con-

go on the ballot and will go into
effect if approved by a majority of
the votes cast. All other amend-
ments, however, require 2 majority
vote plus a two-thirds vote in two
of the three senatorial districts. Un-

from 50p t030p of the
qualified voters in the Common
wealth. .

This means essentially that |
ten bers- of the Legislaturc
think that an amendment is re
quired. they simply have to obtair
about 300 signatures each in orde:
to get the popular initative on the
ballot. This should certainly be ar
casy task forany egislator who ha-
successfully ‘run for office in the
Commonwealth. One benefit of thi>
spproach is that the need to obtair
signatures from the public wil.
mean more than some 3,000 voter
will be aware of the proposec

. stituentshaveinmanycasesviewed  fortunately, the Legislature has d; and the problem it 1:
lowing reasons. “office expenses” as a slush fund  usedthis d: prin- d to add It is simpl:
. L . that can be used to provide services  cipallytoi nsmnm di wrong, th to claim that the
e Finst, bl:s gilvmel“mr“ ex- Orfundswpolitical supporters. The This was Hrr:lst recently debl;:oun:e Legislature is denied all power 1
" - delegates - representing the public  strated by HLI9-1, prop i d
:"w:" uﬁm -concludedthat thispracticeshould ~ Legislature without any public  for consideration by voters.
litting the legislative budget

mnly berween the House and the
Scnate. The delegates believed that

egates proposed significanireforms  every legislator, regardless of the

in these two areas. house to which or she was elected,
has the same essential needs to

Use of Public Funds by staff the office with an administra-

the Legisiature tive assistant, secretary or other
position.

Based on my own experi * Second, the delegates re-
in the Legisiature, I do not think  jected a system in wluch majority
that legist aspire to leadershi bers of the Legisl get
posmom because they want more  more office expemes than minor-

money. [ do not think that the
Speaker and current Commxme

ity members. All members should
be treated equaily, with some extra

hai (or their pred:

have been 30 motivazed. My own
view is that leaders in the legisla-
ture achieve their positions because
they want to demonstrate their abil-
ity t0 serve the Commonweaith,
and to create a political record that
might propei them into a higher
Commonwealth office.

The issue here certainly is not
about the salary that legislators re-
ceive. At more than $39,000 plus
per month (with a generous pack-
age of retirement and other ben-
efits), the C: Ith's legis-

W\ for the ity and
minority leaders in both houses.
Otherwise the system will encour-
age instability in the Legislature
and prevent the cffective operation
of the minority members in both
houses. HLI 9-1, defeated by vot-
ers in the last election, would have
perpetrated the current sysiem by
providing for at least $100,000 to
eachegislatorand $200.000weach
majority member. If the Common-
wealth voters want to reduce the
costs of their Legislature, as the

lators are paid more generously
than legislators in all but a handful
of the states. The salary commis-
sion is cumnlly considering
hether to the salaries of
the legislators and other CNMI
elected officials.
The issue rather is abowt ex-

leg did, some real ceiling
must be put on so-called office
expenses.

* Third, the delegates con-
cluded that expansion of the duties
of the Legisiative Bureau and a
significant increase in its budget
would truly meet the legitimate
needs of the legisiators. The Legis-

pense funds and the freedom thar  lative Bureau as proposed by the
legisiators currently have to use  delegates would have new profes-
those funds for wh sional leadership, sufficient funds
ﬂwywmmsummcCon- 10 more than double its profes-

were sional staff, and the ability to meet

lbout The delegnu propose that
each legislator receive office ex-
penses inthe amount of $70,000, to
be used for employees. travel or
supplies related to the fegislator's

the administrative needs of the
Legislature and all its committees.
The delegates concluded that it
would be more professional forthe
Bureau to arrange tor the staffing
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Best overall truckline in vehicle
dependability at flve years ownership.

NISSAN TRUCKS

1.0. POWER AND ASSOCIATES surveyed clase to 12,000 original owners of 5-year old trucks. They asked
abous the durability of cersain items, incidence of warranty work, quality of work performed, and
she amouns spens in the past year on non-rousine items. When the results were tallied, WSSAN came
OME i & tie 45 “BEST OVERALL TRUCKLING VEWICLE DEPENDABILITY AT FIVE YEARS OF OWNERSHIP.”

1960 . FIRST COMPACT PICKUP TRUCK introduced into America.

LOWEST MANTENANCE COSTS among comparable trucks.

DEEPEST CARGO BED among competitive COMPAcs tTucks.

THI 134-4P 4CYLINDER engine delivers one of the WGHEST STANDARD HORSEPOWER rasingy in ity class.

One of the SEST STANDARD TOWING CAPACITIES (3,500 bs.) and pav.oane (1,400 lbs.) for compact trucks.

How
about a
second
opinion

] JOETEN MOTOR COMPANY, INC.
ek AUTOMOEILE SALES, PARTS, SERVICE

TEL.: 234-5562/5568 » FAX: 234-7948

First on Rota! Calvo Ent.

First on Saipan!




