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$ 3d Con Con ::: PU blic 'gr. 

eved over Concon's 'yes' campaign 
Amendment No. 2: On - 

mutilating Legislature 
0 logs st0ph.n C. W m d n H  
"~mendment" No. 2 is chock 

full of bad ideas: a six member 
senate, voting powersforthe lieu- 
tenant governor, four-year terms 
for members of the house of rep 
resentatives, and island-wideelec- 
tion of Saipan representatives, for 
example. Even its best ideas- 
increasing funding for the legis- 
lative bureau and guaran9ing an 
equitable disuibution of funds for 
individual offices, forexample- 
are seriously flawed. 

I refer to the Article Il changes 
as a whole as "mutilating the leg- 
islature" because the overall ef- 
fect would be to wealren the leg- 
islative branch in relation to the 
executive and to reduce its effec- 
tiveness and efficiency. 

emphasized the importance of its 
decisions by holding that the re- 
quirement of unanimity declared 
in Burch must be given retroac- 
tive application. 

The proposed six-member sen- 
ate contains no protection of the 
public interest in the form of a 
unanimity requirement. Indeed. 
it is theoretically possible for a 
single member to pass a bill, since 
the convention failed to comct 
the one significant flaw in Article 
I1 carried forward from the origi- 
nal constitution until now. Pas- 
sage of a bill requires only a ma- 
jority of the votes cast, not a ma- 
jority of the members. Thus, if 
the other members present ab- 
stained and one voted yes, the bill 
would pass. 

Dear Editor 
IS ANYONE else out there 

wondering WHY the delegates to 
the Third Constitutional Conven- 
tion are lobbying in favor of the 
proposed amendments to our Con- 
stitution? For several days now, 
when I sit down to watch the 
evening news, there they are: Con 
Con delegates urging all of us to 
vote YES on this or that proposed 
amendment. 

The Con Con delegates were 
elected tddo one thing" draft and 
approve proposed constitutional 
amendments. They worked hard 
last summer and we aU owe them 
a debt of gratitude. It is disturb- 
ing, however, that those same 
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delegates - stillannouncingthem- 
selves as. and apparently acting 
in their capacity as Con Con del- 
egates - are now pushing us to 
vote "yes". 

Even more disturbing is the fact 
that the Post-Convention Com- 
mittee, which is wholly depen- 
dent on our tax dollars, appar- 
ently is paying for the TV time 
during which the delegates are 
telling us to vote yes. In other 
words, you are paying to have 
someone you elected tell you to 
vote yes. Are we taxpayers also 
paying for anyone to get on TV 
and tell us to vote NO on certain 
proposcdamendments? Of course 
not. 

The Con Con delegates instead 
should simply be telling us two 
things: I) what the amendments 
are about, and 2) that we should 
vote. They shouldNOTbe telling 
whether to vote 'yes" or "no" for 
any particularamendment. Ifthey 
continue to do so at taxpayers 
expense. then the Post-Conven- 
tion Committee should also pay 
for TV or for other media access 
of those persons who would urge 
us to vote NO on any or all of the 
proposed amendments. 

I am considering voting NO on 
several amendments. 

Sincerely, 
JUAN T. LIZAMA 
Attomey-at-Law 
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Letters Letters 
UonCon delegate rebuts Woodruff 

Steve Woodruff, a 
recent law school graduate who is 
counsel to the Senate. wrote that the 
amendment to Article 1 with respect 
to quartering soldiers was inothing 
more than someoneis personal stylis- 
tic preference.i I proposedthat amend- 
ment and urged m fellow dele ates 
to vote for it. And Lan tell you #at it 
was the product of careful thought and 
consultation, not just my or anyone 
elseis personal preference. 

I was elected to be a Constitutional 
Convention delegate by the voters. I 
took that responsibili seriously. I 
looked at every part o 7 our Constitu- 
tion to see if changes needed to be 
made. I consulted with my constitu- 
ents, who voted for me. and also with 
candidates for the Con-Con who were 
not elected. 

My Proposal No. 53 on quarterin 
soldiers wassubmittedonMay 9,199f 
This was not something that came in at 
the last minute and no one had time to 
consider. 1 wanted to protect against 
the quartering of militia in private 
homes, and I thou t that occupants B should be protect as well as owners. 

My job as a delegate was to look as 
far into the future as I could. I can 

0 
foresee the day when the term isoldien' 
might mean only the United States 
Army because there inight be other 
types of armed forces in the Common- 
wealth. If some governor in the future 
created a militiaof some sort. or de u- P tized a private group for some po ice 
purpose. then I donit want these mili- 
tia people housed in rivate houses 
agrunst the wishes o ? the owner or 
tenant. So I proposed changing the 
word isoldien to the words imember 
of any armed forcer to cover this pos- 
sibility. 

This proposal was discussed care- 
fully in the Committee on Land and 
Personal Rights, on which I served. 
My fellow delegates thought that this 
protection should be Limited to own- 
ers. and should not cover occupants. 
In the spirit of compromise, I gave u 
on that part of my pro sed ynencf P" ment. but my fellow de egates agreed 
with me about broadening the cover- 
age of this protection for the future. 

Just because the word ?soldier" is 
used in the U.S. Constitution, which 
was included in the Third Amend- 
ment which became effective in 179 1. 
there is no reason why we, who are 
planning for the year 2000 and be- 
yond, have to use that term. I thought 

my proposal was a useful updating of 
our Constitution. 

Amendment #I, of which this 
change from "soldier" to "member of 
any armed force" is a part, was a 

by the delegates by avote of 5 
to 0. Four delegates were absent that 
day. 

Your columnist may disagree with 
meabout the importanceof this amend- 
ment. I thought it was a ood change. 
Apparently hedoes not. but he should 
not belittle my efforts as isomeoneis 
personal stylistic preference.: I assure 
you, I was trying my best to study the 
Issues and make the best choices for 
the Commonwealth. 1 am not a law- 
yer, as your columnist is. But he only 
graduated from law school a yearor so 
ago, after graduating he has never 
worked for a law fmn where his work 
would be subject to scrutiny by senior 
lawyers, and I have heard re rts that 
he has made important mis&s in his 
work as a lawyer for the legislature. 
Our lawyers for thecon-Con included 
the former Chief Justice of the CNMI 
Supreme Court, one of the most re- 
spected lawyers in the Common- 
wealth. 

Sincerely, 
Justo S. Quitugua 


