
P st-Con panel explmns I 
elegates' 'yes' campaign k 

John Oliver DLR Gonzales 

CONSTITUTIONAL Conven- 
tion delegates are elected repre- 
sentatives with an obligation to 
tell the voters what they recom- 
mend post convention committee 

Several letters to the editor df 
this paper have opposed these 
delegate appearance8 on radio and 
TV, and talk show hosts and oth- 
em have commented about this 
decision by the Post-Convention 
Committee. 

W e  delegates arc not govern- 
ment officials." Gonzales said 
W e  wen elected by the people to . 
do a job and report back to them 

I on what we recommend. We an 
doing that." In fact, Gonzales 
noted, there was no opposition 
among the delegates to 14 of the 
19 amendments. 

On the other 5 amendments 
then wae 1 to 3 negative votes 
and, in one case. the amendment 
on how many votes it should take 
to amend the Constitution in the 
future, rhm were 5 negative votes, 
all from Rota and T i .  

'That vote on switching to a 
60% majority vote Common- 
wealth-wide, instead of tbtpnsent 
2n on each of 2 islands, was the 
highest negative vote in the 
whole Convention;" Gonzales 
said. "On everything else, we 
worked out our differences 
through long discussions and 
debate and came up with some- 
thing that almost every single 
delegate favored." 

"We delegates worked very 
hard for the 60 days of our 

Convention." Gonzales said, 
"and we were determined to 
come up with non-partisan 
solutions that are good for our 
Commonwealth. We did that." 
Gonzales said he is very com- 
fortable in recommending to 

. 

his constituents and to the 
people of the Commonwealth 
that they vote "yes" on the 
proposed amendments. 
"These are needed apd impor- 
tant amendments; and of 
course I recommend that the 
people vote yes. That's what 
I have said publicly many 
times. and That's what I was 
elected to do. I am giving my 
recommendation to the vot- 
ers." 

Gonzales pointed out that 
the Post-Convention Commit- 
tee has published a great deal i 

of material about the proposed , 
amendments, including inserts 
in the local press with the full 
text of each amendment and 
notations about every pro- 
posed change from the cur- 
rent language. 

Chamorro language inserts 
ran in the local press for sev- 
eral weeks. both last fall and 
last month as did English lan- 
guage inserts. Carolinian 
translations were also pub- 
lished as they became avail- 
able from the Office of Caro- 
linian Affairs. 

"We have books. pamphlets. 
papers. explanations. and 
many different forms of ex- 
planation," Gonzales said. 
"They are all available at the 
Post-Con Office on the sec- 
ond floor of the Dandan Cen- 
ter. and also at the Carolinian I 

Affairs 0fIice.andin theMayor's 
Offices." But after all the mate- 
rial has been published. and the 
discussion gets underway. 
Gonzales said that the delegates 
have an obligation*to tell the vot- 
astheir~mmendationsas welt 

"Of course. tbe voters take our 
recommendations along with ev- 
exything else they read and hear. 
and they make up their own 
minds." Gonzales said "The ba- 
sic choice is whether they vote 
"Yes" for the changes we rec- 
ommend or whether they vote 
"No" because they are happy 
with the status quo." 
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