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SEN. Cbhm. 10- // 
?lie Senate - (~ousa 

NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLA- 
P.O. Box 129 

Saipan, MP 96950 

February 20,1996 

The Honorable Diego T. Benavente 
Speaker 
House of Representatives 
Tenth Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislature 
Saipan, MP 96950 

Dear Mr- Speaker: 

I have the honor to transmit for your action Senate Legislative Initiative NO. 10-1, 
entitled, "A Senate Legisiative Initiative to propose a constitutional amendment to update 
the legislative budget ceiling to provide sufficient funding for an effective and 
independent legislative branch sup* by professional and technical staff and 
appropriare resources, and guarantee an equitable dismbution of funds for the pasonal 
staff and officcs of each member of the legislature, so that each can function proper1y as 
an independent representative elected by the people." The legislative initiative was 
passed by the Senate on Second and Final Reading on February 16,1996, with tk 
affirmative vote of three-fourths of the members present and voting. 
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TENTH NORITERN MARIANAS COMMONWIWTH EISIATURE S. L. I. NO. 
/&-I 

To propose a constihttional amendment to update the legislative 
budget ceiling to provide sufficient funding for an effective and 
independent legislative branch supported by professional and 
technical staff and appropriate resources, and guarantee an 
equitable dismbution of funds for the @ersonal staff and *es of 
each member of the legislature, so that each can function properly 
as an independent representative elected by the people. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE TENTH NORTHERN MAlUANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLA- 

1 Section 1. LecrisIative Initiative. The Nmth Norehem Marianas Commonwealth 
2 Legislature, by the affirmarive vote of three-fomths of the members of each house present 

3 and voting, hereby proposes the following amendment to the Constiultion to be placed 
before the people for ratification: 

"A PROPOSED CONSTWUTX0NA.L AMENDMENT 

To amend Article II, Section 16 of the Commonwealth 
Constitution to update the legislative budget ceiling to provide 
suffici.ent funding far an effective and independent legislative 
branch supported by professional and technical staff and 
appmpriatc rcsoun;cs, and gwrantce an equitable distribution of 
funds for the personal stafT and a c e s  of each m e m k  of the 
legislature, so that each can fanction properly as an independent 
representathe elected by the people. 

15 L Article II, Section 16 is amended to read- 
16 Section 16. Budget Ceiling. There shall be a ceiling on the budget of the 
17 legislature. 
18 a) Apprqrhtions, or obligations and expenditures, ex&&w&h 
19 9 for the operalions and &ties 

20 of the legislature, other than the salaries of rnem bers of the legislature. any 
21 payments rta-un-cd bv law to be made as an employer contribution to any 

Commonwealth government retirement fund and major eauipent or 
23 . . c-a Q, may not exceed 
24 in any fiscal year the budget ceiling com~uted q 
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ed by this section. 
b) Each member shall rcccive as a Dart of this ceiling one hundred 

-d dollars annuallv for office amenses including the mense of 
m ~ ~ o n w e a l t h .  Mernbexs mav voluntariiv m l  all or - 

d The-be 
. . officer in each house shall receive as a urn  of 

ceiling an additional four hundred thousand dollars a vem to suDborc the 

operatio ns and activities of that house. including the exmse of travel 
gutside the Conrmonwealth. 

d) The legislative bureau shall have a budget of not more that twq 

million dollars. for the m o s e s  suecified in section 17, 
el Beeinning the second Mondav of Januarv 1998. the amount of 

he ceiling md all other dogar amounts stated in this section shall be 

usted evm two vearS bv the same percentage as the Dercentage c h a m  
the United States DeDartment of Commerce comuosite urice index 

durin~ the two meding fiscal years using the beeinnine of fiscal vear 
1996 as the base, 

fl No Dart of the lecrislature's budpret other than a member's salary 
and benefits mav be used for ~ersonal or uolitical activities. 

g) Obligations and expenditures for the operations and activities of 
the legislature for the period October 1 through the second Monday in 

Jan- of a fiscal year in which there is a regular general dection may not 

exceedn"." twenty five uercent of the 
annu4 spending authority provided by law consistent . 

with this section. This ceiling shall apply to the various offices and 
activities in the same propordons as the annual spending authority 
provided by law consistent with this section. 

IL Reaealer. 

Subsection (0 of Section 17 of Article I1 of the Commonwealth 
Constitution is repeahi." 

Section 2. e d o u h  and Transmia The President of the Senate and the 

Speaker of the House shall certify, and the Clerks of the Senate and House shall attest to 
the adoption of this Legislative Initiative. The Senate Clerk shall then cause the Initiative 
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1 to be transmitted to the Govemm and the Board of Elections with instructions that the 
2 Board pIace it befm the people of the Commonwealth for a ratifidon vote, in 
3 confomance with Article XVIII, Section 5 of the Commonwealth Constitution and 
4 1CMCS 6432 

Introduced By: 

Approved for Inmdmkn on 
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