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Some critics of the pro- 
p o d  amendments to the Con- 
stitution am especially defen- 
sive with respect to Amend- 
menlXZ&aiing withthc kgis-  
lative Branch. They seem to 
suggsl that the delegatw w m  
too tough on thc Legislature 
and IOO easy on the Executive 
Branch. One columnist went 
so far as to state thu '?he 
convention's complete rewrite 
of thcConstitution contains ntn 
a single w a d  abau reining in 
executive spending.i 'Ibis is 
simpty wmng. 

R o p o d  Amendment W 10 
d u l s  with Exsutive Branch 
spending and imp- new and 
rigornu conmls in order to 
eliminate IJX very large deficit 
that now exisu in the Common- 
wealth. It is the iob of thc 

swtial&ficit-witharimPta 
mging in excess of $3040 
million. 

Regardless of the ex- 
amount, thc Convention &I- 
egales werc very collcemcd. 
They were aware of the coare- 
q- if the deficit is n* rc- 
d u ~ d  They W m  UkO O W M  

that thewell-inccnhonedelfom 
ofthe 1985 Convention directed 
to this problem had n* been 
successful. Inproponed Amad- 
mcnt #lo. the delegarn hnve 
proposed: 

T h e & f i c i t m ~ b e ~  
within 3 ycara. 

The Governor must sub- 
mit a deficit reduction plan to 
tk Legislature as p m  of the 
aonrul budgemy pmcaa 

Until the deftcit is elimi- 
R.tcd a hiring and sahy f m z e  
g m  into effect lhat will affect 
allgovcmmcntemploy~t~, with 
very limited exceptions. 

m c a l ~ r a l u i r e s d r r t a l l t h c  
savings in p m o m l  
t o b c u r e d t o ~ t h c d e f i i l .  
Ifthir amendment is ntificd by 
tk voten. a b k f  transitional 
priodbprovidcdbcfacilgoa 
into effect Attuwardr, it will 
up to thc people to i W  thu 
these c o I U t i ~ i d  provihonr 
be fully complied with 

(Wcr~anplsi&abauthe 
rrcatment of the Executive 
B d  in tbe ptupod Mend- 
-IS bordw on the insignifi- 
cant and often reflect a saioua 
misundcntdii of tk hur- 
tion of a constitution. For ex- 
ample. it hsa been complained 
thpl tk delegltu propose dc- 
luing tk phmc 'h providcd 
bylaw"afturhcW0rd"cnLm- 
ity" in the d o n  in Micle 3 
W i n g  with thc Governor's 
-ire of e m a g m ~ y  porn. 
'Ibis phrase waa d e W  by the 
delgates bauue rhc Legisla- 
ture had not aftcd in the ccn 
ycara sire thc 1985 Conven- 
tion,whichinsmcdthisphnsc, 
and there seemed liaL mama 
t~bclievetbntitmight&ctinthe 
o u t  M Y M .  But tk 

Executive  ranch Amplemcnt S- -1 of the a f f d  hpa7~11; point is thir: THE 
and enforce the laws msd by -riel e m o l o d  bv the LEGISLATUREISNOTPRE- 
the ~egis iuuc.  BLU -theY hnv= L u t i v e  ~,&l;,(hc i&- a u D w  BY THE CONSTI- 
todoso within thednesof and intended affect of TUTION AS AMENDED 
thc available funds. TOO much Amendment # 10 wiu pinci- FROM ENACTING ITS OWN 
money has been spent by tbe pdly f d l  on the Executive DEFINITION OF "CALAM- 
E x ~ c u ~ ~ v ~  B-h (and orhcn) B m m i ~  ItwiUrcquicchGov- W BY LAW IPITWANTS 
in men1 yeam - far beyon -4 hisdivision d m  m. I f i t c h  toQS0, d tk 
rhc tax rcvenuca avaihbie to use h i r  p m n n e l  m o m f -  Govanor sigm tk hw. then 
the Commonwealth Aa a re- feftlvely in or& to & & paurmbIy bah the G~vCrnDl 
suit CNMl now has a sub- deficit proposed amud- abd tbe Lcghhium would be 

I D O Y U K ) W W U L ~ o F T w ~ W I M A ~  
O R l C E O F T H C ~ A R Y O F P U . U C  WORKI I 

baud by chis definition if Ihe 
mutcr e w  got a thc couns. 
'Iht would bc lo whether or 
not thc phrase "providcd by 
law" is in the Conrtir!Ition. If 
tk Lcgi*.'ekti n* e m 1  
~ y d e f i a i t i o D 0 f " ~ t y " a n d  
rbc i suc mr c- up. thc 
rmnrwiUalmoJteorainly rhm 
look at dictionary or judicial 
definitimu of the word and de- 
cidcwhctbathefscaalhaod 
can bc rcuonably inrupreted 
tocomtitutea"calmiry." This 
is oneof m y  examples where 
chtphw"ap pmvidcd by law" 
is maningless. w e  is why 
the delegates have pmposcd its 
deletion. 

d ' n t t o t h i s o c a i m  Ro- 
pmed Amendment W3 quires 
rhcGovanortorcponrothe 
Legislaave within 30 days af- 
ter ANY exacirc of cmmgcncy 
powers. lk dekgatn wanted 
to mnkc sure that tbe Legisla- 
ture was fully and promptly 
informed regarding any such 
impmant d o n  by the Gova- 
nor. Ona it is advised it will 
be up to the Legislature to dc- 
cidc whahcr it should take any 
a ion in  IightoftheGovcmor's 
ucrcir of emergency pow- 
m. This pmposcdchangc - 
arc of many that thc &legara 
believed would encourage the 
Executive and Legislative 
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bUuhngly,  this puucu- Branches of the Common- 
181 mmmcntator l g o o d  tbe w d t b  to work more ciosely 
more slgnlficanl proposed tos*hcr. 
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