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MESSAGE 

Alice or Reina -- 

Could you get this to Felix Nagis and SIX if it is okay with him. I have attachcd a copy of the 
article to which it responds. I'd like to gct this out of the way early in the week so we don't have 
to worry about it on Thursday. 

'I h i n  ks. 

Deanne 



OYF,N LETTER TO THE VOTERS ON 
COMMENTS ON PROI'OSED AMENDMENTS 

I chaired the Committee on Executive Branch and Local Government during the 
Constitution-lrl Convention, and I want to respond to the Pacific Star columnist's views on the 
proposed amendrne~lts to the Constitution. 

When the Pacific Star's columnist did not show up at my of the first 10 public education 
meetings we had, wc askcd onc of our staff to contact her. A telephone call was madc in the first 
weck in February, asking the Pacific Star's columnist to m e t  with the dclegatcs and air her 
concerns. She rched.  After hat, wc contacted her by e-mail and asked to meet with her. She 
refuscd. We contacted thc law firm wherc she works and suggested thmt she mcet with us. 
'l'hrough an intermediary, shc nhsd. 

1 have never known a responsible journalist who is so isolated h m  h e  community that 
she would ~ h s e  to go to public meelings and would rcMe to meet with elected oflicials about 
subjccts on which she is writing so much in the press. The Pacific Star's columnist apparently 
was in the parking lo1 at thc Legislature during our public mee* there last week, but refused to 
come insidc whcre b e e  delegates were available to talk to her about how the propoacd 
amendments work. One has to ask what kind of attitude could propcl someone to take this 
strange position. Ow citizcns should certainly take this into considerdtion in evaluating this 
colum~list's opinions. 

And I want to p in t  10 the very strong attcmpt to steer voters in which this mlunmist is 
now engaging. When shc started this scries of articles on January 19, this columnist said to the 
public: "How one votes is nobody's business. It should be a private matter* known only to one's 
self and to God, so to speak. Howevcr, as the date for voting on the concon amendmenu 
approaches, it would seem a worthwhile exercise, nevertheless, to reveal how 1 intcnd to vote on 
each of the amendments." Now, in this latcst article. she is saying, "Hcre's a picce of advice for 
those who still havcn't decided what to do about thc 19 amendments on the ballot: vote "no" on 
#I 8." 

The Star's columnist apparently always intended to tell the voters how to vote on each 
amendment. That is, of course, hcr right so long aq somc newspaper is willing to print what she 
writes. Now at last shc is being perfectly clear about that intent. 

Amendment #I 11 

'I'he Pacific Star's colunmist cithm intentionally or negligently misses the main point5 on 
Amendment #I# .  

Under the current system, there is no specified way in which changcs to the Covenant are 
to be approved by the Commonwealth. We have seen mmy news stories reccntly about possible 
changes under the mutual consent clause. If thcre is no specified way to make thesc changes, 



perhaps the Govmnor can do th is  alonc. Does thc Star's columnist think this is a good iden? 
Amendment #18 provides a mlc for the TJcgislaturt? and Ior the voters in lhis process. 

1.Jnder the c m n t  system, a majority Commonwealth-widc and 2/3 of tile votem in each 
of two Stmiltorial districts must approve a proposed amendment to the Constitution. If the 
approximately 800 voters on Tinian and the ilpproximalely 1200 voters on Tinian exercise this 
vetu power, thcy wn ovcrwme thc wishes of the approximately 8,000 voters on Saipan. Does 
the Star's columnist think this is a good system? Does she understand that the U.S. Supreme 
C:ourt has struck down such systcrns under the one man-one vote principlc? Amendment #18 
provides for a 60% majority Commonwealth-wide so everyone's vote counts the same. 

Under the c m n t  system, the Legislature can vote to raise its own budget by cnonnous 
an1ount.s and put that cm the ballot without any notiw, public hearings, or opportunity for public 
education. The Scmtc hac just done it again, proposing two weeks ago an initiative that would 
raisc the Legislature's budget to a whopping $7 million per year. Does the Star's columnist think 
that thc Legisliiture's power to put initiatives on the ballot has EVER been used for anything but 
its own budget? Does she think this is a good system.? Amendment #I 8 provides that the 
Legislature, like anybody else, can put proposed amendments on the ballot by collecting the 
required number of signatures. 

An initiative to amend the Constitution can be put on thc ballot at any hie .  Amendment 
# 1 8 makes this easicr by reducing the number of siyaturcs required to 30% of h e  registmcd 
voters. The Star's columnist says the Constitution cannot be amended for 25 years, l'hat is not 
me. It can bt: amended any time the Legislature or anyone dse tan get the new lowcr number of 
signatures, 

'l'he Constitutional Convention delegates who, unlike the Star's colu~nist, wcrc elected 
by the voters to propose mcndments that are good for the Commonwealth, urgc you to vote 
YES or1 Amendment # 18. 
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Speak up 
- 

THE PACIFIC Staron Jan. 12 publishedthe proposrzllregul~fio~ls 
for non-residenl workers in light of numerous complaints over 
many years about the inadequacy of laws and regulalions to 
protect the interests of foreign workers, facilitate processing of 
applications to him people from other countries and maintain 
decent working and living standards for the guest workers. 

me proposed regulations were published in the Commonwealth 

With bxdy  9 wrck lcf~ bcCorc the - 
vole on the concon amendrncnts. 
herc~sapiaxofadvicc forthose who 
still hav&'tdccided whattodoabwl 
the 19 uncndmcnts on the ballot: 
vote "no" on PI#. 

Aslcmgashmndrnentdl LI is votcd 
down.icdgeJn't maImquikso much 
what happens to the rest of the 
amcndmnta 

Amendment #I8 would umtnd 
Article XVIII. Colrctitutional 

While watching a demonstration by a group of non-resident 
workers early this week. Attorney General Ciu, S e b a s h  Aloot 
said only a few comments were received. The ~egulations would 
have been in force now except that one agmcy quested that 
public hearings be conducted. This cannot be turned down. 

For those who are still now aware of the pposed regulations 
the public hearings that will be conducted on dl three major 
islands of the Commonwealth should be considered as an 
opportunity to examine the proposed regulations. 

Aloot said he hiinself did not agrte with some ofthe pmposed 
~Ltions. and would submit his own comments. We also 

found that the proposal to allow only the Commonwealth Health 

Regislei. in December. The law provides for a %day period for 
any fiectedor intwested party to submit comments or suggestions 
which could be considered before adopting the regulations. 

Center to conduct physical examination of non-resident workers 
as impractical. We don't believe hat the g o v e r n m e n t - 0 4  
fjcility can examinc the 25,WU non-resident workers e v q  year 

Amadmen' It prohibit 
arlringthcpcoplcifth~y wantanothcr 
conritimtionrlronventiOn farthencxt 
tw~nty-five y-. ~f amcndmcllt UIR 

&d still provide medical services to patients. 
Non-resident workers, whether union supporters or not, should 

not hesitate to make comments or suggestions because they ;ue 
the main subject of the proposed regulations. Whatever regularions 
are finally adopt&' will affect their entry, their work, their life in 
the Commonwealth. Busine~ses should also recognize their 
stake in the proposed regulations. Human rights advocates, even 
the community, should participate in the public hearings. Two 
heads are bctter than one, and participation by those to be 
affwtcd by the regulations should make them more responsive to 
the needs of non-~s iden t  workers and their employers, and more 
effective in implementing the CNMI's labor laws. 

i s  xioptcd. rhc people of the  MI 
will be $tuckfor 25 years - until the 
year 2021 - with the changcs to (ht 

CNMlConstitutionrhrtart~vcd 
next Satuntay. Mafch 2. 

But i T  A~nadmcnt $18 is  voted 
down, thar will be three ways to 
undo my of nther amendments that 
Urn out to bc a psohlem: legislative 
initialive. popular initiative, and 
constitutional convention. 

Amendment #I8 proposes to 
. eliminatcamndmcnt of lhe It would 
allow amns~tulional condmonly 
if a petition war signed by 30% of 
paom qualified to vote 8sking thd 
the question be put on thc b d a  and 
even that wauld be prohibited until 
Ue year 202 1. 

&only otherway 1heGmatiMion 
mldboamardcdif Amdmcntll8 
wm approved would be by populv 
initiative 
In the 20 years since the adoption 

of the CNMJ Corutilulion, only one 
popular initiative has e w  nrade it to 
the hall* and it did not pass. 

It is very Wly. if amendment 118 
i l  approved, that the "new" 
constitution rill remain unchanged 
until the year 202 1. That wnuM bc 
f i ~  and dandy. wcrt there nO( so 
many major changes - thc tffoct or 
which is not all that cku - being 
propccd in the new constibution. 
Unda lhe c i n w m m c a .  !he thought 
of no change for 25 years is  prctty 
Kay. 
Thus thc advice: vole "no" on 

mdmult @lS. 
AND IT IS IMPORTANT THAT 

PEOPLE DO VrYl'E. A TWO- 
THIRDS MAJORlTY OF VOTES 
CAST IS REQUIRED FOR 
AMENDMENTS TO BE 
APPROVED. THERE IS N O  

QUESnON THAT EVERY ONE 
OF THE CONCON DELEGATES - 
ANDTHEIRFAMILES - WILLBE 
VOIWG. IN 0RDER:FOR A N  
AMENDMENT TO BE 
DEFEATED. MORE THAN ONE- 
THIRD OFTHE ALLTHEPEOPLe 
WHO SHOW UP TD VOTE HAVE 
70 VOTE AGAINST IT- 

4 * * 
Anothcrsuggutionfot thoscwho 

may not yet have dacided bow to 
v o c c o n u l e ~ m z n t b ' v o t c ~ "  

toAmendmtnttl5. An_nrdment#lS 
would prohibit grmbl.;tg cmxpt in 
the senatbtinl dirtilct where it is 
approved by popular initiative. The 
IegislrUm would nolonga bcablt tn 
pennitpblingby law.actheCNMl 
Constitdon now provider 

With barely a wcck left beforc the 
vote on thc a n c a n  smcndmenta, it 
might be helpful. as well. to !.LC a 
look at some of themore huic issues 
involvod 

It is worth recalling, for cwmplc, 
that colutiruUonr. unIike~plartts and 
f~~~c~,dD~tsurr iverrgcr lcd~ngs 
andgmftingsvay well. Conslilutionr 
on more like a pason's backbone, 
mrdtupofmsllydiffacnlportr,each 
with its own function, yct nll 
intcmlatcd in a delicate balance. on 
which Ihe body is W l y  dependent 
for effedivc &en. 
The pmniqp and mftings wc 

malrc to our cons&ilutiona should. 
W o r c .  be unckmkm only for Ule 
most compclling reasons. and 
~ ~ a c i v e  boib in numbcr and in 
~copt,toprottctthcinttIpityofthe 
uhok. 
Whur such pruninp and graftin@ 

to the CNMl Conslitution are 
pmposal, it rhouId not thertfore. bc 
viewCd a b y .  Of tRasOil - or 
.something equally dipcreditablc - if  
s omco~exp~mno tmovasuch  
P W ~ S .  

It ;$,first uTsll.pddy Itgal.and 
pumissihle. lo voice W's opinion. 
Moreova, vcry few things arc M 
main.  so unequivucal,uiopncludc 
lhe possibility that lhero might he 
otha ways of looking at Ihun. other 
opinions about than. 

It hears pointing oul as well, bat it 
is unrealistic to span Lhe peoplt 
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PSS intensifies 
recruitment 
of US teachers 
.-mPUBuc~cbools+has 

intcpifiqd its efforts to r d t  
ttrchua 'b the US mainland to 
rcplsce Filipino a d  otbet fdp 
tmdlera. 

Public taw 7-45 stbpOsl PSS rind 
sevcrsl atha hnm hiridg 
f d g n  worLur nlbr Sept 30.1995. 
In a press dw. Education 

Ca&mWlIiamS. Tomc dd 
PSS hirtdRitaSablro.fmmrdepltY 
mmmiuioner ,~~dt .u inthtWc~ 
Coaa. ;. 

~ablan h k ~ b c c a ~ ~ ~ ~ t i n g  
tcrchets at Washington State 
Uniuer~ity. Oregon Stve Univdty. 
Wibmettt U n i d t y .  Univcdty of 
Wwhiqtm. University of Ortg~n, 
CcnW Washington Univarity ud 
other lrnivtraitits sad career 
'~pmitiw rhmuglmt tbc United 

/ -  . .  . 
A k p ~ i n t k m r u i t m m r  

d o l t  is the principil of KobIuvillc 
xhmmry~cb~o~~.wi~willravem 
r patioarlrsnuitaformt PSS whrn 
rbc dinquilbrt her panition as 
p r i n c i p r l a c r b c d o f ~ , ~ ~  
m- . . 

Additional '+get8 of the 
dmvatdAmaicPn-~cs 
Sol Ibmcim s4arc umety, h 
Joge Uaivuxity, Calif& Slate 
UoivmityrtFfWnomdCIU~ 
S U t c U n i w r d t y ~ ~  
'Ibc~wqradtCK~R.1PoboL 

for t u c k s  1 tbt Udi*aritY of 

w h o ~ w u p ~ ~ ,  
mbeaMetort~pbgcfami-On 

. ~ ~ o n ~ g r . n l E y  
b.vtmrrmdrac8takc. .:- .; -.  
. I n m t f a I u m , a ~ ~ b C  
mdcofmiwJ -.,-gemcnb 
for~lereducaha a . 

Perhaps the most telling 
obrenaion of all. bwcw, k thrr it 
~ t h c f ~ i n  whichcbc8- 
h"='J=~w=d=dpnrmtad. 
b . ~ d t b t ~ ~ ~  

. c o n f u r i a n . ~  
~ y . w b c l l ~ 1 0 u r b  

ubgs an wmietim (a Ilw* for 
thrmma)ucpropmtdtbc~ 
irccasytoidcntify. ChlgcStotbe 
w o r d i n g a r c ~ f o r ~ 1 1 ~ 3 p k b y  
- ~ ~ I h c d t o b t ~  
mdundaliningU1coo~arontsIObc 
r d d c Q w i t ~ b b c ~ r c n j n s t  
wh0hcbsraChanecd.and~. 

Hsl,thtulmdmmbhrvem 
presented in such a wry that 

armpYican~whrbugeocbed~n 
i r c 4 m b c m m a n d ~  , .  

-1y. -, CEmW 
thtutpropddal~epotmfhcbda 

- i n n r h r w a y r h r t ~ ~ a l l b e  
~ ~ d a t b y m c , ~ ~ .  

Hac,rorarmnabciugMad 
t h c c t u a g e r u x b y ~ b u l i n g m p  
-dupto2Sammdmgaiatrch 
m- . 
. .  I a Y l d i r t m d - w  
baeoimmdlmdthlL*~~mO 
. o l d w c ~ m a c C o m b t n i n g b  
l i l l g k r s t i o n . b r ~ 8 l l  
~ t o f ~ c o m i E b l o n r r r a  
bar to holding office may bo 

aamg m i c i a .  
L d y ,  it dauld bt noted that thc 

~ i o n u m t ~ v o l c n a r c  
Ptidfiedlriththestauqua-inwhich 
co# thy should vote no to tbt . . 
rmmdmtnt.-arwantchge-'in 
rhichc=cbyrbouldvprtytd. 
..- Tbequcsfiouuwhemamennar 
want there particular groups of 
-thansa. I they  want some chaqp. 
md not 0- - cvm within a 
prnicular amcndrnent - thm is 
urnha*vc.lhey~vMcllo 
-to the bundled ammdmmt, end 
pns~ure the I r g i s k  to intmdua 
the desirable changes through 

. IegiaUw initlatiye. for example. 
RDvidcd that the voen have Mtdi 
710" an amendmaa#l8 (seeabove). 

I don't like mud-slinging. where 
opponents 1.Lc turns hurling 
raurrionn afm another. Ildocsn't 
rolveanythin~ardbcsidcs, itdoesn't 
addtu# the nal ism. 
. ~m-, with bdtely r (;Id ~ d t  

infbcconcoacducrtimCprnpaign.1 
fad it's not inrppmpriare (o f i d y  
mplrndt0romcdtk"mud"th.t 
h u b e c n t O 6 u l d ~ m c r l o n g b u ~ .  

FimtofaU.IhntiFdaddrhe 
propadnnrndmau-Ihrvc,in 
fia,porsdovrrthemmanytima. 
each time ' finding yet more 
implkstim lo the c h a n p  thul Erst 
Nikc(heye.  

I have suffmd its' Jwlcrimcs 
p a c b y  tonC md rc.d cbc 
andyris of  the proposed new 
cxuwulionrrwtlL 

aistr now. 
Even so, I have ve ban able lo 

idmtifydl lhcnu~nccr. ' ' '' 

Secondly. I did nd ammi thispss! 
wmmcr's . concon r&rionr or 
~ ~ b o c u u t l v r i n r t o n i ~ 1 ~ l l d .  
1 spent m entire mnth W n g  tbdt 
timevisiting family mtbe m;rinknb 

Givm tht commmL h g b .  that 
collUimtLonalWanduconctms 
oithcC~nmxwmerhh~Ic,i(Qaa' 
reemastbrougtltharvouldaotbave 
hem much p i m t  in my dttnding. or 
rPlempting lo plwidc input, even had 
I been mislaacl . - 

%kdly. a consultant t4 the concon 
process did oRer (o with. me. 
just M y .  At !he m'lbe of* 
pns mule, hat conaulta~~t W not 
Itdmyofmycolunmrmtbtsubject. 
1 saw M point in me@& undtl the 
c i m r a n c c s .  mq ~undtgult has 
since contacted m te;lin TbaI h a  
bccn thc d y  w b  offa made. 

Fauthly, indivirkt J powdoas of 
the "mn oqmtitrrtibn my be .easy 
to miaslad. bul absorbing md 
inyatide rUoftbG 168 
c h e n ~ m d e b Y t b t ~ ~ -  
much' leu absorbins and 
lmdamdinglkimpacrof.uldB 
ch.nl&s - is m-diffcrent 
mrtrcr.cudmucbmarcm~ 

I ubdarMd the concern wilh 
ourJidm in&fe!r@ in bad polila. 
B u t I w o c l l d s ~ t b r t r f f a 1 5 ~  
i n c o o r i r m o u r ~ o n S d p a a 1  
rm.erthcvaylerrlmddlsng- 
tamouhidu.md m c a , m , a  
r b o r - l a m , ~ .  ' . . .  :. : 



A n ~ t b a m e n d t b C c a a s b a n u a r  . . 
c a n b c p v t a n ~ b p l b t ~ ~ l i m e .  An7dumt 

# 1 8 r n a k w t f r i o ~ b y ~ b m r n l r a o f ~ ~ ~ 3 0 9 C d b ~  
voters- ~ S C e P ' s w ~ t s a r y s t h e ~ ~ b c a n a a # T e d f b t 2 s ~  Tlmism 
m. 1 t ~ ~ m b e ~ r m y t i P l e t b e ~ a ~ b c a n ~ ~ n e w h r v l r r r 6 o f  
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