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CON-CON PRESIDENT SUMS UP 

by Hcrman T. Gucrrcro, 
President, Third Northern Marianas Constitutional Convcntion 

I want to thank the Pacific Star for affording the Post-Convention Committee spacc in 
your columns to present its views. The Star has bccn vcry accommodating, and we appreciate it. 

I am taking up just a liu.le more space on this day before the election to look at the most 
often-repeated reasons givcn to voters for avoiding a decision on the reforms proposed by the 
clcc-tcd Con-Con ddcgalcs. 

T H E  LEGISLATURE WON'T DO IT 

Some people tell you that the Legislature will make the necessary changes or will proposc 
constitutional changes on its own, so you don't need to support the package offered by the Con- 
Coil delegates. I served in h e  I,egislatm, and I wn tell you thal is highly unlikely. Most 
legislative initiatives the Legislature h a  proposed over the past 20 years are to raise ih  o w  
budget. Thut is unlikely to change. 

J'Jm AMENDMENTS ARE NOT HARD- 

Sorne people tell you that the proposed amendments arc hard to understand or arc 
confusing, so maybe you should just play it safe and vote no. But these amendments are not hard 
lo understand. You can do it. Just read the material and take your time. If you have questions, 
ask thcm. Call us at the Post-Con ofliws, 2 3 5 - m .  Ask your rclativcs who havc bccn clcctcd 
to public office. Ask p p l e  you [rust. And the?&c up your own mind. 

THE 19 AMEND-T PRACTlCAL CHOICES 

Some people will tell you that there are good things in each amendment, but they don't 
like the way they are packagcd together. They want to pick apart what [hey likc and discard what 
they don't like. But each amendment is designed to make a group of related ch iqcs  to just one 
article. The Con-Con delegates have prop).& new ways of doing things. A new way ofien 
requircs scvcral related changes. Balance thc good things against the things h a t  you might bc 
concerned about. And then dwidc if there is Inore good than otherwise;. 

THJJ FUTURE IS NOT SO W N w l N  

Some people wilt tell you to vote "no" on everything bccause the future is just too 
unc-in md wc can't be sure what will happcn under the new m e n h ~ m t s .  Onc thing I can tell 
you, my fiiends, and hat is what will happen if we keep on going the way we are. Think about 
deficits, the cosl of government, the quality of education in our public schcn)ls, the swol1c;n 
public cmployrnent rolls or  the municipal governments, the sn;irls in our land sysk111, and t l ~ e  
gambling questions that tiice us, just to name a few. If wc don't start doing something positive to 



stjlve thcse problems instcad of just talking about them, our h r e  i s  catiinly no1 so good. 

I'HE CON-CON I I E L E G A T E S K  YOU 

We who scrvcd in the 'I'hird Northcm Marianas Cvnstitutional Convention we gralerul lo 
you, the voters, who have given us your input, come to our public meetings, rend our 
publications, and asked good qucstions. We in the Convention are proud of our proposcd 
amendments and prod or our Commonwealth status h t  gives us the right to control our own 
desliny. PLEASE COME OUT AN13 VOTE ON SANRIIAY, MARCII 2. 



CON-CON PRESlDENT SUMS UP 

by Hcrman T. Gucrrero, 
President, Third Northern Marianas Constitutional Convention 

1 want to tllauk Ihe I'acific Star for affording the Post-Convention Committee spaw in 
your columns to present i ~ u  views. The Star has been very accommodating, and we appreciate it. 

I am taking up just a little more space on [his day before the election to look at the most 
often-rcpezlted reasons given lo voters for avoiding a decision on thc reforms proposed by the 
clected Con-Con delcgates. 

TlLE LEGlrSLATIIRE WON'T DO IT 

Sornc pwple tell you that the Legidaturc will makc the necessary changes or will propose 
constitutional changes on its own, so you don't nccd Lo support the package offered by thc Con- 
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3 ' ,I, 4, legislative initialives the Legislature has proposed over thc past 20 ycars are to raise its own 
budget. That is unlikely to change. 

THEAMENDMENTS ARE NOT H A W  TO ITNDE RST AND 

Some pcoplc tell you that the p ropod  ztmendments are hard to understand or arc 
confusing, so ~naybc you should j us1 play it safe and vote no. But thcse amendments are not hard 
lo understand. You can do it. Just mid the material and take your time. If you have questions, 
ask them. Call us at the Post-Con offices, 235-0842. Ask your relatives who have becn elected 
to public office. Ask people you trust. And then makc up your own mind. 

THE 19 AMENDMENTS REPRNSENT PRACTICAL =ICES 

Some pcople will tell you that thcre are good things in each amendment, but they don't 
like the way hay  are packagcd together. They want to pick apart what Lhey likc and discard what 
hcy don't like. But each amendment is designed to makc a group of rclakd changes lo just onc 
articlc. The Con-Con delegates have proposed new ways of doing things. A new way oflen 
requircs xveral related changes, Dalance the good things against the things that you might be 
conccnled abuut. And then decide irthere is more good than otherwise. 

FUTURE IS NOT S O  IJNC!EKl'AjN 

Some pcoplc will tell you lo vote "no" on e v q t h i q  bccausc the future is just too 
uncertain snd we can't bc sure what will happen under the new amendments. Onc thing I can tell 
you, lny frieilds, and bat i s  what will happen if we keep on going the way wc am. Think about 
deficits, the cost of govcmment, the quality of education in our public schools, the swollen 
public enlploymtinl rolls of thc municipal governments, the snarls in our land system, and the 
gambling questions ihat face us, just LO name a few. Ir we don't start doing somelhing positive to 



solve these problenls itukad of just ~ l k i n g  about thcm, our hture is ccrtiiinly not so good. 

THE CON-CON DELEGATES 1'JjANK YOU 

We who sel-ved in [he Third Northern Marimas Cfonstitulional Convention are gratel'ul to 
you, the v o b ,  who Ilavc given us your input, cvme to our public meetings, read our 
publiccltions, and asked good questions. We in the Convention are prod of our proposed 
~ncndmcnts and proud of our Commonwealth status lhat gives us the right to control our own 
desliny. PLEASE COME OUT AND VOTE ON SATURDAY, MAKCH 2. 


