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FOURTH REGULAR SESSION, 1983 

A HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 

D i r e c t i n g  t h e  Board o f  E l e c t i o n s  t o  submi t  t o  t h e  v o t e r s  o f  
t h e  Commonwealth t h e  q u e s t i o n  " S h a l l  t h e r e  be a  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
Convent ion t o  propose amendments t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ? "  i n  
accordance w i t h  A r t i c l e  18, S e c t i o n  2 ( a )  o f  t h e  Commonwealth 
C o n s t i t u t i o n .  

WHEREAS, A r t i c l e  18, S e c t i o n  2 o f  t h e  Commonweal t h  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  may submit  t o  t h e  v o t e r s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  

" S h a l l  t h e r e  be a  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convent ion t o  propose amendments t o  

t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ? "  ; and 

WHEREAS, t h i s  q u e s t i o n  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  be submi t ted  a t  a  r e g u l a r  

genera l  e l e c t i o n  no l a t e r  t h a n  7 y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h e  

C o n s t i t u t i o n ;  and 

WHEREAS, t h e  1983 genera l  e l e c t i o n  i s  t h e  l a s t  genera l  e l e c t i o n  

b e f o r e  January 9, 1985; and 

WHEREAS, an a c t  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  such a  q u e s t i o n  

may n o t  be vetoed by t h e  Governor and s h a l l  be adopted by an a f f i r m a t i v e  

v o t e  o f  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  members; and 

WHEREAS, t h e  mernbers o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  b e l i e v e  t h e  v o t e r s  shou ld  

have t h e  r i g h t  t o  exp ress  on whether  o r  n o t  t hey  d e s i r e  a  C o n s t ' i t u t i o n a l  

Convent ion;  and 

WHEREAS, a  Convent ion would  be convened p r o m p t l y  by t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

if 213 o f  t h e  v o t e s  c a s t  a r e  i n  f a v o r  o f  h o l d i n g  a  convent ion;  and 

WHEREAS, t h e  24 d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  Convent ion would be e l e c t e d  on a  

n o n p a r t i s a n  b a s i s  and would se rve  and be compensated as p rov ided  by t h e  

20 L e g i s l a t u r e ;  now, t h e r e f o r e ,  
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BE I T  RESOLVED by  t h e  House o f  Represen ta t i ves ,  T h i r d  N o r t h e r n  

Mar ianas Commonwealth L e g i s l a t u r e ,  F o u r t h  Regular  Session,  1983, t h e  

Senate c o n c u r r i n g ,  t h a t  t h e  Board o f  E l e c t i o n s  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  submi t  

t o  t h e  v o t e r s  o f  t h e  Commonwealth a t  t h e  genera l  e l e c t i o n  i n  November 

1983 t h e  q u e s t i o n  " S h a l l  t h e r e  be a  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convent ion t o  

propose amendments t o  t h e  C o n s t i  t u t i o n ? "  ; and 

BE I T  FURTHER RESOLVED t h a t  c o p i e s  o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be. 

.s igned by  t h e  Speaker and P r e s i d e n t  and a t t e s t e d  t o  by  t h e  House C l e r k  

9  'and Senate L e g i s l a t i v e  S e c r e t a r y  and t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  t h e  Chairman of t h e  

10 Board o f  E l e c t i o n s  and t h e  Governor o f  t h e  Comnonweal t h .  

Adopted: October  4, 1983 

ATTEST : 
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H e r b e r t  S. De l  R o s a r i o  
C h i e f  C l e r k  
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