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LAW OFRCES 

R6- J. O'CONNOR 

April 3 ,  1995 

Cbairrman Carlor Carnacho 
chairaurn, Pre-Convention Committee 
Third QJWI Constitutional Camrantion 
Second Floor, Soeten Dandan Coameraial Center 
Saipan, MP 96950 
Fax No. (670) 664-4759 

Re: 

Dear Chairman Cdmacha: 

By thie l e t t e r ,  tho Law bffica of Robert J. O'Canner fornrarlly 
samke to rarvo a. counoel to the Third Constitutional Convention, 
In tha opinion of thi8 Office, the legal emrice noeda of tho 
Convantion mhould br satisfied by the hiring of both a ngrneral 
counrraln to a #a Convantion as a whole, ' and by hiring 
committea oounmrl to  bevote parkicular attentfen to  individual 
committatar on an as nerdad baeie. 

The general counrsl w i l l  answer t o  the Cornontian President, 
and will devote mest of hir/her time t o  procedural issues. The 
general couneel w i l l  a l so  coordinate with the coamittoe couneel to 
make rurr all propomale are tfxmly submitted to the Convention. The 
general cound~ l  oan also assist lesr active oommittres that  do not 
d e s i r e  t o  retain their own couneel. 

The committee oounael will answer t o  the committee chairman 
of the particular committee the attorney ammiate. The commLttee 
counmel will advira on the  draft ing of the amendmente propoeed by 
the eoamittser and w i l l  do the fsrue specific legal reemarch and 
writing needed by the cammittear. Not a l l  camnittres w i l l  need 
counael, and the h i r ing  af camnittea aounrel can be le f t  up to the 
i n Q i ~  idual cornmittre8. 

Thir Office would l ike t o  be considered as ei ther  general 
c o u n ~ e l  fo r  the Convantion, o r  am aounral t o  any one o r  neveral 
committoen t h a t  may d e r i r s  our services. 

I n  rsnponse t o  the Notifieation of Propoaed Action w i t h  
Reepect t o  Retaining Counrcrl, the following inPomat1on is provided 
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1. rum or the 1awy.z or lawyerm rmmpoamiblm for  dirooting 
tbr lagal rrrviorr to be prwided ta the Pre-Conveation c d t t o m  
md thm coltrantion, 

Hichcral  W. Dottr w i l l  primarily be reeponsible for  providing 
re r r io r r  t o  thr Canvantien. Howwar, other counmal w i l l  be 
available am noadmd. M r .  Dotto ham had oxgerience i n  thr area of 
const i tut ional  law. Recently, ha prevailed i n  the caae of 

i n  detmmining that the Roror Etato 
o. Am an outcom. of  t h m  v ic tory i n  that 

the caae, Koror State har been ordered t o  hold a Conrrtitutional 
Convmntian within the next mix montha. 

Robart. J. OIConnor, Gregory Xoabel , David Banam, and Steve 
Pixlay w i l l  work w i t h  m. botto. Robart 3. O f  Connor served as 
Amrietant Attornay Cenoral t o  the Commonwealth and ir  a long tim 
reaidrnt of the Commonwealth. Mvid BtkneB has experience i n  
s ta tu tory  conotruction. In  the arma of taxation, fmw propla 
underaturd our tax symtua a s  w e l l  am Gregory Koebel, an IU4 i n  tax 
law. 8tev.n Pixlry was an Asoirtant Attorney General i n  the 
Criminal Divieion and bringr w i t h  him a refinmd understanding of 
ariminal law and a i v i l  r ights .  

If erlmctmi a general uounrel, thrre a r e  a number o f  
attarnrym fsom thr Saipan community who havo expraeeed i n t e r e r t  i n  
rewing as coamittae coun~el and working w i t h  thim'affice. Thome 
attornrym include John Liz-, a deleqatr t o  the Brcond 
Conatitutional Convention, Eric Smith, counsal to the lroond 
constitutional convantion, and David Wiseman, a long t h e  and 
reaaoned urperimnced attorney of thr Comanwoalth. 

I a t m k  U t o  bow tba requiremantm o f  tbr Convention 
would ataffed during8 

a) the Pro-Convantion pariob frm Apri l  6, 1995 pomribly 
through Juae 5, 1995, which i m  tho lamt dste for oonvaaing tho 
Conavmatioa# 

Onm attorney w i l l  be aasigned during the Pre-Convention 
p a r i d ,  plus one. aacratary and one paralagal frm the  Robert 
OrConnox Law Office, Other attorneye will be aruignrd am nemded. 
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b) thm aonvaatioa ~mriod from Junm 5 ,  1 B f i 5  parm&bly thsougb 
~ugurt as, asms, miaa i 8  the l m r t  4.t. autborirrd for Cawmation 
proaradingr. 

one attorney t o  rsme a8 coordinating counsml, md ono 
attorne per committee as needed by th+ Convention. Again, the 5 most o f  iclent means to meet the legal neada o f  tho Convention i a  
for each committee chairman to  have their own attorney t o  ~ O C U ~  
sxc lu ivo ly  on the need8 o f  h e  cormaittee. Tho Lsv Offiae af 
Robert 3. OIConnar w i l l  recnrit oounoml from thm community to  reme 
am aommittoe cauneml. 

The ]taw Of f i a ~  o f  Robert J.  O'connar can provide a l l  leqal  
support ataf f  for the Convention. 

3,  m o  total dollar rraount to ba paid i a  uompoaratioo got 
lawyar raroiamm iort 

a) tho ?+a-Cornrrrtiaa poziod 

An hourly rate of $ 130.00 per hour for a l l  attorney t i m e .  
No f u r t h u  charge8 for meoretarial staff will be made. The $130.00 
per hour r a t e  18 all inclusive. 

Tharr are eaven va&r roughly i n  the Pra-Convmtion period. 
Legal work during this period will probably not axcead la haurr per 
weak. Tho committar should b u g e t  approximately $ 14,000.00 ior 
the Prr-Convantion legal work. 

b) tho Conveation prriod 

The Comnrittcn uhould antiaipate that  the Convention w i l l  run 
for the full 75 daye* Attornoy t ino will probably averaqa 8 hours 
per day but may be a great deal m o m  if  there are a number of 
aotive committeam. T h i s  will mean a t a t a l  legal bill o f  a t  leae t  
$ 78,000.00 8hould ba anticipated and budgetad for. The total 
could exceed $ 100,000.00 if there are levera1 active comittaaa.  

4. Daeoriptioa of peernibla raquirmmmats f o r  upertm t o  
augment tba 1 . ~ 8 l t o . m  fraar t h m  to t i m m  awing tha coavmrrtion -8 
mmtixmta of aomt for tbrmm optionm. 

A l l  tho nacasmary lagal mtpertise ia readily avail&ble from 
tho community. Howevor, i f  expert advice an Constitutional irsucrm 
is desirabla, tho Law b f f i o e  o f  Donnici, ~erwin, Ph i l l i p s  & Donnici 
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is available. Peter J. Mnnici is a former Conetitutional h w  
~roferrror at the U n i v u s i t y  o f  San Francisco Law School. T h m  legal 
feam of Patar Dannioi f o r  tha Convation w i l l  be $ 150.00 per hour, 

8 .  ~mmaxiptlen of polriblo I . Q U ~ Z I I P . ~ ~ O  f o r  non-lrwyar rtrff 
r o e o r  prralagalm, rrarotarima, alorkm, mamaeaqarm) to 
mugpart tbo lrg8l t m ~  duriag tha coavmation .ad rmtiutm of uort 
if thim mtaff muport . i r  mt availmblm &-ugh g a v m r a m r a t  o r  
voauatmrr aamriuma urrrrQmd by t b  Pra-Ooavaatfoa Comittrm. 

The UW Offiae of RQbert  J .  Ofconnor currantly hae two court 
stenographer8 who can handle typing, and one paralegal. Another 
paralagal i m  being recruited from tha Philippinam and might br 
available t o  ammimt with the Convention, Other attornays on Saipan 
hava adaquate ataff i f  -.re mervicerr arm ut i l i rad  am carmaittee 
counsal . 

6 Daroriptiaa of equipamat rawirod t o  auppolet tho laqr l  
t o m  duria tha ooavantioa rad a r t b a t e  o f  uost i f  this oquipmant 
i m  nat &o. f lalo th-h gororauut  or  voluatoar rouraor arranged 
by tho Pro-Convoation C d t t a r .  

All aquipment: neurserry for  legal rsupport i e  already owned by 
the Law Office o f  Robert J: O'Cannor and ueed i n  tha d a i l y  practfee 
of law. Ma additional rquipmmnt will be required by the Comrmntion 
f a r  the legal werk. 

The attorneys who l ive  and practice law i n  tho Commonwealth, 
and daily argue thm fin. points of our canoitution to our aourts 
arm the boat m a n  and worn for the job of a e s i ~ t i n g  the Canvantion. 
The tank of Convmtion couneel is beyond tha abilities of wan the 
largmmt finas on Baipan. Any ruggastion that a l l  the legal work 
can b. performmd by a aingla law office cauld lead t o  a dieamtroua 
convention, 

It  i s  our hope that the Pre-Conventian C o n u n i t t e e  w i l l  
favorably cronmidrr thr structure for l ega l  servicer proposmd above. 
Thrre should ba a genaral couwel to cootdinat, and advise tho 
convmntion as  a whole and aeparatm committee aounsrl for a t  leaat  
the moat critical committeem ta draf t  tho rpocifio mendaenta the 
c~mmitteer drmire. It vauld be our  plaaourm to mrve tho 
convsntkon and the Corm3~onwealth either am goneral comma1 or am 
committee counsel t o  one ar =re oem~ittrea. 
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If you have any questions do not hesitate t o  cal l .  


