
HOWARD P.WILLENS 

c/o Law Offices of William Fitzgerald 
P.O. Box 909 

Garapan Beach Road 
Saipan, CNMI 96950 

Tel: 670/234-7241 
Fax: 670/234-7530 

TO; Mike Helfer 
Phil Anker 

FROM; HPW 

MESSAGE; Thanks again. Our first priority is work on the 
limitations under the U.S. Constitution of restrictions on the 
rights of U.S. citizens in the Commonwealth to vote or hold 
office. In particular, we need work on the following: 

a) Can a requirement of Northern Marianas descent (as used 
in the Covenant and Article 12 of the CNMI Constitution) be used 
to exclude U.S. citizens from votina or holdina office. As vou 
know. the Covenant ~ermits such discrimination with res~ect to 
the owners hi^ of land and that has been u~held bv the 9th 
Circuit. 

b) Can lona domiciliarv or residence reauirements ( 5 .  10 or 
more vears) be used for the same DurDose. namelv. to limit the 
riaht to vote or hold office (either a~~ointed or elected) to 
Dersons w h ~  meet such reauirements. We assume that domicile 
continues to focus on intent and that attachment of vears to 
domicile mav not make sense, What flexihilitv does the 
Convention have under the U , S .  Constitution to im~ose residencv 
reauirements as a aualification for office? 

cl Some have suaaested that the abilitv to sneak. read and 
write one of the two local lanauaaes miaht be reauired to run for 
or hold office. What. is the current case law here? 

We have other subjects as well, but this is a start. I will 
be in the Lendon office on Fridav. Mav 19, and can talk to anvone 
or receive auestions from vou or the ha~less associate assianed 
to the matter. 


