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ADRYWISTRATION OF GUAR, SAYCA, AERD THE PACTRIC ISLANDS
TG BE FLACED UNDER UNITED STATES TRUBTSESHIP

COMPUNTCATION
from
THE PREEITEYT OF THE UNITLD STATES
Transmitting

COPY OF 4 FEPORT FROK THL SECRETARY OF STATE INDICATING & COUREE OF
ACTION WHICH TRE SECBETARIES 0P STATE, HAR, MAVY, AED INTERIOR ZAVE
AGEEED SHOULD ¥E POLLOWED WITH Musrvel 10 M ADEINISYRATTON OF OURY,
SAYCA, AXD THE PACIFIC ISLANDS T0 BE PLACED UNTEE UNITED STATES
TRUCTERSHIP .

June 19, 1947,~-Referred to the Cousittee on Public Lands and ordered
to be printed

THE WHITE HOUSE,
Washington, June 19, 19547

BO¥,. JOREPE W. MARTIN, Jr.,

Spesker of the House of Hepresentatives.
MY UBAR VE. SPLAXER: There is emclosed & eopy of & report from the
Seoretary of ftate indicating s course of setieon which the Seoretaries
of State, war, vy, sad Interior have agreed should be followed with
regpect to the administretion of Guam, Camon, and the racific islands
to be placed under United States trusteeship,.

On Qoteber 20, lv4b, I appointed a committes consisting of the
Secreturies of these four Lepartzents to make recommondations conceraing
this smtter, After prelimimary comsideration it seemed inadvisable to
formulate & final recomsendstion until a determinstion had veon mede of
the stetus of vertain islands Cormarly uwnder Japesose eontrol. XIn the
meantime the Depertsents represented on tho somnittes continued to give
study te the problems involved,

After the United Nations Seaurity Coungil approvsd a trusteeship
agreement desigasting the United States se the adzinisbering authority
for the former Japenses mandated islands, I requested that the menmbers
of the commities sgain give joint considerstion to probiems relating to
the administration of the 7ecifis lslands. The enolosed report haes been
submitted pursusnt to that request,
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I am sure that the agreesent reached by the four Secretaries will
be of intersst to the Congress in comnsetion with its comsiderstion
of legislation to provide eivilian goverment for these islands and
that the inforsation obtaimed by the Departments in studying this
question will slesc be helpful in the comsiderstion of such legislation.

It has long been my view that the inhabiiants of Guam and Semoa
should enjoy those fundamentsl humsn rights and that demcuratie fora
of governwent whioh sre the rich heritage of the people of the
United States. We have slready extended those rights and that form
of government to other possessions of the United fitates, such ss
Fuerto Rieo snd the Virgin Islande, and with respset to the inhabi-
tants of the trust territory hawve given solemn sssursnmce to the
tnlted Nations of our intention o grant these inhabitants a full
neasure of individusl rights and liberties.

I hope that the Congress will approve legisletion for the purposes
indicated in the enclomed report and that sush legislation will pro~
vide lor the full enjoyment of oivil righte and for the grestost
practicable measure of self-government,

Very sincerely yours, BARRY 8. TRUNAN

VETARTHENT OF STATE,
Washington, June 18, 1947

The Fresident,

Dsar Mr. President; pursuant to your reqaest, the Seeretaries of
&tate, War, ¥avy, and Interior have held several meotings and have
sgreed upoa the following ceurse of astion;

1. Separate organic leglsiation for Guam to provide aivil govern=
ment and to grant eitisenship, s will of righte, aod legisintive
porers to Guamaniane should be enacted this session, T recent
bearings on such orgmmic legislation, the Depsrtments have recamended
the transfer of administration from the Navy Department to s civilian
agency designated by the President at the earliest practiocsble date,
the exmot date to be determined by the President.

2. Organis legislation for Aworican Samoa providing olvil governe
ment asnd granting oitisenship, & bill of rights, and legislative
powers should be prepared by the Havy snd Interior Tepartzents snd
presented to the next session of Congress,

8. Huggestious for organio legislation for those Paaific islends
placed under Uaited States trustosship are in preparstion by the
Deparimsnt of State for preseatstion to congrese, provided favere
able congressional sotion is taken on the trustesship agreenent to be
shortly presented for approval,
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4. The Navy Department should eontimue to have aduninistrative
responsibility for Guam and American Samos on an interim basis
pending the transfer to s eoivilian agency of the Governmest at the
sarliest practicsble date, such date to be daternined by the President.
- Bith respect to the trust territory, s similer tranafer should be
effected by the President st the earliest prasticable date.

8. Provided Congress acts Lavorably on the trusteeship agresment,
an ixesutive order should be issued when ihe agreesent enters into
fores, terninating military government in the trust territory and
delegating aivil sduinistration to the Havy Department on an interim
basis, subjeot to tle conditions set forth in parsgraph 4.

Paitalully yours,
G. C. VARSEALL




