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MEMORANDUM TOR: Director, Plans anl Operations Diviasfon, ¥
Dapartment of the Army,
Director, Plans and Operations Division,
Departaent of the Alr Force.

Subjeet: Leprosarium, Tintlan, K, 1., Trust Territory of
: the Paolfis Islands - Information partaining %o.
Tnolosuress (A) Gopy of Navy Dept. DONO (Admin,) seeret memo

000410P22 of 24 Apr 1948,
(B) Copy of DCH, USA geeret memo of 2 June 1948,

1, On 24 April 1948, enclosure (A)muumn
the Chief of the Flans and Poliey Oroup, Departuent of the uw.
vherein the matter as t the establichment of »

Sadpan, M. I., was discussed. Cortain background w-mttu ;
was contzsined therein relative to the feotors involved, and the
Amy was reguested %0 indicate vhether or not they would agres %o
mz'uphun of the Leprosarium at the site proposed on Saipan,
ll. .

2. The reply to enclosure (A) is set forth by enclo-
sure (B) vhich states that, in view of certain considerations, the
'Auymtmuto the completion of the Leprosarium at the site
3 proposed on Saipan, The irmy indicated no objection %o construction
L\, - of the lLeprosarium at the alternate site on Tinian,

3e The Deruty High Commissioner of the Trust Terri-
tory of the Pacific Islanis has estabdlished the Leprogarium on
Tinian, and 1t is now in operntion. The site is loacated northwest
of the Harbor Area which is on the southwestern coast of the island,
and 1% is not within an wrea nllocated for permanent military de-
velopuent as contained in TAB: Q-3 of the Joint Marianas Board
Report of 1 June 1947, Sl

4. The High Comaissioner of the Trust Territory of
the Pucific Islanie has recently indicated that he considers the
tenporary faellitiecs for the treatuent of lepers on Tiniam will
not bde adequate, snd therefore, he has recommended that suitable
bulldings and complete modern medical faeilities should be provided.
The Chief of Nawval Operations is in general agreement with this
recommendation and, accordingly, has reserved approximately $8600,000
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for the sugment-$ion of exleting frellities. A projeet in this
smount ls now Yeing procsssed through official echannels, snd it is
eontemplated thet the funis will be wrier econtragt within several

aonths,

Be In view of the faet that the persanent militery de-
vslopsent of the Island of Zisien is & primary concern of the Dee
partment of the Amgy and Ay Foros ne evidensed by the Joiat url-
anes Joad Revors, snd beasuse the soope of the Laprosariue will
Yo anlarged s compsred with the origisal plans =ad =lso =ttain

& degree of pemmsnaney, it s desired to wivise both the

|

m by United $tates reglotered madl or regie-
tored gan madl 1s cuthorized in seserdanee with Artisle 78, United
States Havy Securlty demsl for flassified Katter, :

CHARLFS WITLPORN, JR,

DEPUTY CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS (ADMINISTRATION)
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24 April 1948

Subjeets Establishment of Leprosarium, Saipan.

) W The Trusteeship Agreement, approved by the United 3tates
Government on 18 July 1947, created the Trust Territory of the Pacific
Islands which is comprised of the former Japanese mandsted islands of
the Marisna, Marshall and Caroline Groups. This is now a strategie
trust territory administered by the United States, By ixecutive Urder
of 18 July 1947 the President vested the responsibility for civil ade
ministration of the Trust Territory in the Secretary of the Navy until
such time as organic legislation provided for a permanent administra=-
tion by a civilian agency.

2. Among other provisions, the treaty committed the United
States to assume certain obligations toward the local inhabitants in-
cluding the assurance of their material welfare and guaranteeing them
against the losgs of their lands,

3e The Civil Administration of the Truat Territory was confronted
with the problem of segregating and providing redical care for loecal
inhabitants affected with leprosy a=nd with establishing a colony for them
and thelr immediate families, An examination of the various ossible
sites disclosed that, from every point of view, and particularly from a
logistics angle, » site on the east coast of Saipan contalning =n abandon-
od military installation would be most suitsble, The site in question
comprises some 250 acres located within the areas recommended for military
use by the Joint Herianas Board, At the time this decision was mode, con-
sultation with the local commanders of all forees indicated that no mili-
tary use was t0 be made of the land within the foreseeable future., The
land is suitable for subsistence agriculture ani fronts on good Tishing
grounis 8o that the colony can be made melf-subsisting. The prasence of
sbandoned buildings capadle of rehabilitation within the scope of the
fands evallable was a further advantage, MHoreover, the location of a
naval establishment on Sailpan permits the Navy to provide suitadle medi-
eal gerviees to the lepers, A% no other site within the Trust Territory
ean thege advantoges de found nor gan a leprosarium be established with
the funds available %o the civil government for the purpose.

4, Recent dispatches from the area indiecate that the Army con-
templates the future deployment of a division on Saipan and desires %o
utilize the entire east coast of the island for bivouae, maneuver and
target purposes, Accordingly, all work on the leprosarium has been sus-
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pended until o decieion can be made as %o wvhether, in ite proposed loen-

tlon, it cen be completed without detrement to the Ammy's proposed opers-

tion,

5, Lieutenant Colonels Sterner, Crandell amd Belamii of your
Oroup have information as to the exaet location of the proposed coleny.
CINCFE bas inmdicated his opinion that no such colony should be located
on any island on which wartime deployment can be foreseen. An sdherence
to this latter recommenmintion would vreclude the establishment of = lepro-
sarium on any of the larger islanie of the Trust Territory, Thie prohi-
bition would be difficult to sustsin particularly vhen the sdministrtion
of the islanis s transferred to a eivilian agenay ns contemplated in hejle-
lation rnow pending before the Congress. '

6. It is mendatory thet early action be token toward the sesre-
gation of the Trust Territory lepers amd for the provision of prover
medical treatment. A favorsble decision on the Saipan site will rermit
the clvil administration t0 accomplish this vith funds which while now
availsble will revert on 30 June 1948,

s Accordingly, it is requested that the Ammy indicate aa soom
a8 practicable whether or not 1t will agree to the completion of the
leprossrium at the site proposed on Saipan,

/s/ CHARLES WILLBORN, JR,
Deputy Chief of Naval Operations (idmin.)
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= 0ffice of the Chief of Staff
"32":)!." Wil L‘ . 2 2 June 1948

MIMORAMDUM FOR THE DEPUTY CHIZF OF WAVAL OPER:TIONS ( ADKINISTRATION)
SUBJECT: Xetablishment of Leprosarium, Saipan, .

1. [Refersnce is maie to your informal memorandun of 24
April 1948 to Brigadier Gemeral C. V. R, Schyyler of Flans =nd
Operations Division on the subject stated above.

2. Present Army plans for the deployment of troops in the
Marisnas call for thelr logntion on Guam, However, those plans are
not stable, and future modifications may eall for the utilization
of Saipan. In such event, it is probeble that the proposed site
for the leprosarium would be required for troop housing or other
military needs, .

3, The complexity of the problems confronting the Depart-
ment of the Navy in the establishment of a leprosarium in the Trust
Territory is fully appreciated, However, in view of the above QOn-
siderations, the Department of the Army cannot agree %0 the comple=
tion of the leprosarium at the site proposed on Saipan.

4, In informal telephone conversations between Commender Gill
of your office and Lt., Colonel Oraniell of P80 Division, it was
understood that the Navy had located an alternate site for the
leprosarium on Tinian and had authorized the expendlture of $20,000
for construction at this site, It was further understcod that this
alternate site was not %n area earmarked for military use by

the Joint Harisass Boasd. W hag ne objection
4o consteuciion of the leprosarium at ~1ternat sits on Tinian,

e,

/8] 3. Lewton Collins -

J. LAVPON COLLINS
Mm. @30

NDeputy Chief of Staff
Uni ted States Army

Fnel (1)



