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15 dsrch 1950
2y dewr ir. Pregident:

In your letter of Seplesber 23, 1949, you approved proposed plans

for the wransfors on July 1, 1951 of adminigtrative responsibility
for Amer:can Samoa and Lhe Trust Territory of the Pacifie Islands,
regpectively, from the Departaent of the Navy Lo the liepariseny of
the Intertior. The proposed plans reflerved LW had been drawn up in
response Lo your letiers of Muy 14, 1949 to the Jscretaries of the
Ravy and Inter: or in which yon requssted that a specific time schedule
be dﬂ?ﬁiﬁ’u‘*& wibthin which transfers of vhess islands and of e Islanx
of uam were Lo be sud

it i3 unersiood S8t Lhe Lransier of these 1adamds Lo oivilian adminige
tration is in keeplng with the aonounced aia of our '«:warxxmm L

AC: L/t CLVLE Jover . ent and & Duldl asesuds of olvil e
wdaiitant  of ths fscifie fslanus. Arrangeaenty oEve boen S irh,f’:‘ Wi
Lo treseler responsibilivy jor the cival adminigtruation of aas LW the
Depactuent 0f Lhe Interiuc au Judy 1, 1950, Proceduwres Jor wronsfer
f such rasponslbIilly L AgeriCuan SEnos are under way amxd itous
asfechod Lhe weewlor widl tase plase on Judy L, 1uSk ss scheduded,

The proposed plans Jor the waaaler ol she usb Sureitory dnclede

& provigoothad July 1, 19l bws veen sulotbed op bw wreosfer dave

On L sudapbion beh Topgaadd® all Al sée W sportall on, older boan
paval, ®11% be avarlavle after the wramfer date Lo msol ossenwisd
civilian and governwntel regulrexments in the Trust Territory, and

toat plans for carrying oud arranyeswents 1or such trassportetion will
be submitied to you for approval by sy L, 350, although the Departe
sent of the Mevy agrses Lhet it sho dd redinguish regpongibdiiiiy for the
eivii adwdnisteation of 1l Paciiic Islands ab the eurldiest prucu:cable
date, 1t s feldd that Wus dmportant wunaler of responsibilily sho.dd not
be sffocted unbil 1t bas becose clearly spparent thai all problens cone
coraed tuerewith will be cwpletely snd salisfaoborily resvlved,

recent re-szamiuatdlon of the prouloss in the Srust Yeroisory and
duasit coneecied with We orderly and econuaicisl Srensler of clvid
adminietration o Vhe bepurtaent of thie nlerior chuses @9 W0
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belleve et the propaed treasior date B the Tust Jer  wory say
be prewature, and Whal Lt sy not be pessible to detenane finally
by day i, 1950, uhat adequato trassportstion will be aveilable, and
t.ha; othier requiraneuts will have boon ddequately oet by July b,
1951,

It 1a rsspecwlully requesied, werefuvre, et the projected trwnsiop
date of July 1, 1951 be consicerad Sentetive and thel & [irm traasfer
date be desermincd arter & cuEplete resurvey hus beou made of Lhe
problems involved, inclading trenspertetion. ihis reswvey will be
undersaken at an early dave and & report wWereol submiited Lo you

by Hovember 1, 1950. '

I an pending & mmy of whis letwr to the Secretery of the Interiur.
iiiinzsm‘ea};;.? yours, |

/8/

FRANCIN P, MATTHEWS

ihe PFresicent
ihe uhite iHouse
#asbington 25, . C.




