
Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of the National Archives

l
I
I rr,ncurrvg .RDER 10265

TRANSFdR OF TIIE ADMII,i'ISTRATIO}'I OF THE
TRUST TERR]TORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS 3N,OM T}IE

SECNETARY OF THE NAvr TO T-IE SECRETARY OF THE INTER,IOR

r,/iffi,EAS the Trust Territbry of the Pacific Isiands (hereinafter referred
to as the trrrst territory) was placed under the tnrsteeship system established
by the Charter of the Uni'bed Nat1ons by means of a tmsteeshlp agreement ap-
proved by the Security Councll of the United ltrations on April 2, 1957t and by
the United States Government on July ]-.8, 79/+7, after duo constltutional processi
and

WHEREAS the United States, under the terns of the trrrsteeship agreement,
was desi-gnated as the adrninisterlng authority of the trust territory, and has
assrrloed obligations for the government thereof; and.

WmnEAS Executive Order No. 9875 of July L8,791+7, delegated authority
and responsibility for the clvil- administratj.on of the trust territory to the
Secretary of the Narry on an ini;erjm basls; and

WHEREAS a corurittee of the Secretaries of State, War, the liarry, and the
Interior recommended on June 18, a9/+7, that adninistrative responsibility for
the trust territory be transferred to a civilian agency of the Government at
the earliest practicable date; and

WI-IERBAS plans for the orderly transfer of adninistrative responslbility
for the trust- territory from the Secretary of the Narry' to the Secretary of
the Interior are embodied j.n a roemorandr:m of understanding between the Depart-
ment of the Nal6' and the Department of the Interior, approved W me on Soptember
23, lglg, and it is the vi.er,r of the two departments, as expressed in that
memorandrm, that sueh transfer should take effect on July ls 3-95J-; arfi'

WI{EREAS the transfer of admj.nistration of the trust te:ritory fron the
Secretary of the Navy to the Secretary of the fnterior, effective July 1, 795L,
appears to be in the pubIlc interest:

NOld THEA,EFOffi, W virtue of the authority vestcd in me as President of
the United States, it is ordered as follotrs:

1. The administration of the trust territorT i.s here$ transferred fbom
the Secretary of the Narry to the Secretary of the Interior, such transfer to
become effective on July lt 1951.

?. The Departnent of the Narry and the Departnent of Interior sha11
proeeed with the plans for the transfer of administratlon of the trust territory
is embodied. in the above-mentj-oned memorandum of understanding betr,teen the two
departments.

3, tlhen the transfer of administration made by this order becomes effec-
tive, the Secretary of the Interior shall take suchaction as may be necessary
and ippropriate, ana fu harmony wlth applicable 1aw, for the admlnlstration o f
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civil goverrunent in the tnrst temitory and shaII1 subject to such policies ao
the President rnay from ti:ne to tlme prescribc and, when appropriate, in co,llab-
oration uith other departments or agenci.es of the Government, earrxr out the
obllgations assqmed by the Unii;ed States as the administering authority of the
trust territory r:nder the terms of the trusteeshj-p agreerrent approved by the
United States on July l,8, l9l+7, and under thc Charter of the United Nationsl
PR0VIDID, I{0WEVER, that the authority to specif} parts or all of the trust
territory as closed. for security rcasons and t,o detcrrnine the extcnt to which
Artleles 87 and 88 of the Charter of the Unlbd Nations shall be applicable
to such closed areas, i.:r accordanoe with Article L3 of the trusteeship agree-
rnent, shall be exercisecl by the Presldent: AXID PROVIDED I'URTHER, that the
Secretary of the Interior sha1l keep the $ecretary of State currently lnfotmed
of aetivities ia the trust territory affecting the foreign policy of the Unitctl
States and shal1 consult the Secretari of State on qucbttons of policy concern-
ing the trust territory whieh relate to the foreign pol1cy of the llnited States,
and that all relations betweon departments or ageneles of the Governraent anrl
appropriate organs of the United Natlons with respect to the trust temitory
shal-l be condueted through the Secretary of State.

l+. The executive departments and. agencies of the Governnent are arrthorized
and directed to cooperate with the Departments of the llany anit Itrterlor in the
effectuation of the provisions of this order,

5, The said Dcecutive Order No. 9875 of July f,8, l9l+7, is revoked, effec-
tive July 1, 1951-.

/s/ HARRY s. TBUI,IAN

TI{E W}IITE HOUSE"

Jurrc 2), 1951.


