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rffi RIGI{T OF PEOPIES AND NATIONS TO SE.r,I -D}i,IERI4INATION

Resolution adcnted the General Assembly ert lts 4O3ra
Iena meeting on ]6 Decernber

/_adopted on the report of the Third Comnrittee (p,/ZlOSl

A

@9 ttrre right of peoples and nations to self-deterrn:lnatlon 1s a
prerequisite to the fuII enjoynent of all fundarental hunran rights,

@3! the Charter of the United Nations, und.er Articles l and )), aj:ws to
develop friendly relations among nations based on respect for the equal rights and

sel-f-determination of peoples in ord.er to strengthen universal peace,

@9 the Charter of the United Nations recognlzes that certaj-n Menibers of,
the Unlted Nations are responsible for the administration of Teritories vhose
peoples have not yet attained a ful1 rreasuro of self-gov+:tnnent, and afflrms the
principles which should guide them,

re"t}!- every Member of the United Nations, in confornlty with the Charter,
should respect the naintenance of the right of self-determination 1n other States,

The C.eneral Assembfy reconrrends that:
]. The States Members of the United Nations shall uphold the principle of

self-determination of all peoples and nations;
2. The States Members of the llnited Nations shall recognize and promote the

realization of the right r.>f self-determinatlon of the peoples of Non-Self-Gov.er,n:-n1,
;t r d' _-.:l-lst 'l'erritcrie s r'iho ai.er Lr.nc,-er:' -l,lr....i.r .ioi,'r, r- j.s',ril.,uiorr ar,ii sha:_l :l t i-l-i--:ai,r. thr-.

exercise of this riBht by the peoples of such Territories accord"ing to the
principles and spirit of the Charter cf the United $ations in regard, to each
Territory and to the freely expressed r^rishes of the peoples concerned,, the wishes
of the people being ascertained through plebiscltes or other rocogni-zed democratlc
means, preferably under the ausplces of the united Nations;

3- The Statos Mlembers of the United Nations responslble for the
adninistratlon of Non-Self-C.ovevnlng and Trust Terrltories shall take practical
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steps, pending the realization of the right of self-d"eterminatjon and in
preparation thereof, to:ensure the d-irect participation of the ind-igenous

popula,tions-in the legistative and- executive organs of governrnent of those

ferritories, and to prepare them for complete self-goYernment or independenee.

B

Tlre General Ass_emblir,

Consid-ering that one of the conditions necessary to facilitate United- Nations

action to promote respect for the right of self-d-etermination of peoples and

nations, in particular with regard to the peoples of Non-Self-Governing

Territories, is that the competent organs of the Unj-ted- Nations should be l-r,

possession of official information on the goveruent of these Territories,
Recalling its resolution tU+ (II) of I November L9\7 in which it d.eclared-
-----

that the voluntary transmission of such i-nformation was entirely in conformity

rrrith the spirit of Article 71 of the Charter, and should therefore be encouraged-,

Recafling its resolution 127 (IV) of 2 December L9\9 in which 1t ercpressed

the hope that such of the lvlembers of the United. Nations as had not done so might

voluntlrily includ-e d-etails on the government of Non-Self-Governing Territories

in the inforrnation transmitted- by them und-er Article 75e of the Charter,

QgpPi{9rr"g that at the present time such information has not ye-r, been

furnished- in respect of a large nunrber of Non-Self-Governing Territories,
1. Recommend.s States lviembers of the United- Nations responsible for the

admlnrstratlon of Non-Self-Governing Territories volu.ntarily to include in the

information transmitted- by them under Article '(Je of the Charter d-etails

regard-ing the extent to which the right of peoples and nations to self-

d-etermination is exercised by the peoples of those Territories, and- i-n particular

regard-ing their political progress and the measures taken to develop their

capacity for self-administration, to satisfy their political aspirations and to

promote the progressive development of their free political institutions;
2. Deg_i9-es to place this resolution on the agend-a of the Courmittee on

fnformation from Non-Self-Governing Territories for its next session in L951.
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fhe General Assembly,

Consid-ering that it is necessary to contlnue the study of ways and means of
ensuring international respect for the right of peoples to self,d-etermination,

Consid.ering that the recommend-ations it has ad.opted- at its seventh session

d-o not represent the only steps that can be taken to promote respect for such

righ+",

1. Requests the Economic and. Social Council to ask the Commission on Human

Righis to continue preparing recommend-ations concerning international respect for
the right of peoples to self-d-etermination, and- partieularly recommendations

relating to the steps whi:h might be taken, withj-n the limits of their resources

and. competence, by the various organs of the United- Nations and the speci-alized-

agencies to d-evelop international respect for the right of peoples to self-
cletermination:

2. Req.uests the Commission on Human Rights to submit through the Economic

and Soclal Council its recommend.ations to the General Assembly.
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The- Qeneral Assembly,

Consjijlering that it is necessary to continue the stud-y of ways and- means of
ensuring international respect for the right of peoples to self.d-etermination,

Consid.ering that the recommend-ations it has ad.opted- at its seventh session
do not represent the only steps that ean be taken to promote respect for such

right,
1. Requests the Economic and. Social Council to ask the Commission on Human

Rights to continue preparing recommend,ations concerning international respect for
-r,he right of peoples to self-d-etermination, and. particulartr-y recommencLations

relating to the steps which might be taken, withj-n the limits of their resources
and. competence, by the various organs of the United- Nations and the specialized.
ageneies to develop international respect for the right of peoples to self-
tletermination:

2. Requests the Commission on Human Rights to submit through the Economic

and Social Couneil 1ts recommend"ations to the General Assembly.
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