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Pacific Headaches—

Islands Held in Trust by United States
Raise Complex Administrative Problems

By/ G. H. lrving

On New Year’s Day the Navy will
reacquire jurisdiction over two islands
now operated by the Department of
Interior as part of the far-flung Pa-
cific Trust Territory.

Seldom mentioned, and rarely
thought of, the Trust Territory never-
theless has a way of constantly crop-
ping up in the news. The far-flung
territory is made up of 2,141 islands
which are scattered over 3 mil-

lion square miles of Pacific—an area®

larger than the United States. About
66,000 persons live on these islands. .
Today, the two making news ar
Saipan and Tinian, islands of blood
World War II memory. A few weeks
2go, Eniwetok atoll was on the front
pages, as it has been off and on for

several years. Bikini is another hezd-

line island.

Headache for Us

As a matter of inclination most
Americans probably would be quite
content to have the United States
get out of the islands and drop its
commitment to the United Nations to
administer them. After all, such
commitments cost money and cause
headaches. We have enough prob-
lems without shouldering more.

But it would appear that we are
stuck with our commitment—and
with the Trust Territory of the Pa-
cific. Our high’ commissioner for the
Trust Territory, Elbert D.. Thomas,

says the territory holds an “extreme-

ly important place in America’s line
of interests and defense.”

Its importance as a gateway to the
Orient was early recognized by Spain,
which claimed the islands after Ma-
gellan landed at Guam in 1521, (Ma-
gellan dubbed the island group
“Ladrones”—Spanish for thieves—
because of some unfortunate experi-
ences he had there). After Spain
waned as a world power, the Ger-
mans took over the Ladrones (or
7 “=anas). The United States got

in 1898, and the Japanese
S >

- ta set up community courts to:

took over most of the others under
a League of Nations “mandate” after
World War I.

That “mandate” is now a “trust,”
under which the United States has
become a caretaker for the islands
and its population on béhalf of the
United Nations. :

Military Bases O.K.

Since the trusteeship is “strategie,”
the United States has the right to
maintain military reservations in
the district to help preserve world
peace. The military problems of the
islands are matters for the Penta-
gon. But the lives and destinies of
the people today are strictly a civil
problem. ;

Under the late Harold Ickes, the
Interior Department fought a long,
hard and victorious battle to wrest
control of the islands from the Navy.
According to the “Old Curmudgeon,”
the Navy’s rule over the hapless
islanders was “grotesque; inefficient,
tyrannical, arbitrary and dictato=
rial.”

President Truman apparently
agreed. He gave the islands to In-
terior. The first reversal to military
rule came in the case of Saipan and
Tinian, which have obvious military
advantages. )

No one will cotiment on the rea=
sons for the change, except to indi=-
cate that it has to do with “military
securitysit -

Interior’s Two Years

Meanwhile, the Interior Depart=-
ment has had almost two years to
practice the precepts that Ickes used
to preach where most islanders of
the Trust Territory are concerned.
The goals of trusteeship have been
quite well defined by now, i

Commissioner Thomas said the
first obligation of trusteeship is to
promote the welfare of the 56,000
natives under civilian control. ‘It is
seeking to-achieve this by improving
the general “health, educational and
economic standards” of the Micro-=
nesian natives on the islands.

The big goal, admittedly a distant
one, is democratic self-government.
Yet self-government is not easily
achieved cn the complex scale neces-
sary in today’s increasingly involved
and difficult world, especially to island
peoples who have been under a series
of foreign flags for some 400 years,

- Heretofore, other governments have
either exploited the natives or ignored
them. :

Thomas’ Program

Commissioner Thomas described

the programs of his administration
fect i

“We are trying to train native
teachers, sanitary practitionérs and
medical and dental assistants; At
the same time, we are attempting
andle
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