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SUBIECHT Diseovery of Japanese War Dead Remains en Iwo Jima

1. The vermasular and English-language prese en March 22 carried a United ‘—]
Press despateh from Iwoe Jima which stated that in connection with the reecent -
mamsuvers conducted by United States Marines em Iwo Jima the remains of over 2,000
‘5 additional Japanese war dead were discovered in caves on the Island. A copy of the
3  article as it appeared im the Mainiehi is enclesed., The despatch conserns itself
i‘ exelusively with this story and bes that the bodies were found in sealed ecaves
£ where they had apparently remained sinee World War IT hestilities on the Island.

They reportedly were discovered when the Marines opened the caves in preparation |
for the eurrent military exercises. !

2. As the Department will reeall, an efficial Japanese Government mission
was sent to the various Pacifie Islands, including Iwe Jima, during February and
| Mareh 1953, at which time all diseoverable remains were presumably preperly interred
; and token portions of the remains returned te Japan. It would appear from the
instant report that a goed portion of the remains im hidden eaves on the Island
" had not been discovered by the Japanese mission and that their existence has only
now come to light.

3. At the time that U.S. permission was granted to the Japanese Government
to conduct the war dead repatriatien expeditiem in the Pacific Islands, it was
: tacitly understeod that this expeditien was to be the omly eme of its kind and
| that any further requests te visit these islands for this purpose would not be
-; favorably received by the U.S. Government. The only exeeption to this understanding
was the granting of permission by the U.S. for Japan to conduet a similar expedi-
‘ tion to Attu Island during June and July 1953.

k. The repert of the recent finding of the additienal remains on Iwo Jims
was given wide publisity in the Japanese press. Unfortunately, the United Press
despateh reperts that “American offieials™ em Iwe Jima have stated that they believed
the U.S. would be willing to werk eut a plan to enable the Japanese to claim these
additional bodies. :

5, During the past week, the reperting officer has been twiece approached,
informally, en the subjeet by Mr. TSUREMI, Chief of the 5th Seetion, Asian Affairs
Bureau, Ministry of Fereign Affairs. Mr. Tsurwel states that the Welfare Minister
has requested him to ebtaim as much informatien as pessible concerning the mumber
of remains, their stats of preservation; pesaibility eof identification, and ' 4\

essibility. This request, he claims, is prineipally motivated by the interest
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receipt of word that the remains had besn umcowersd. In Tsurumi®s opinien, the
pressure from these groups is sufficiently great that the Foreign Ministry will
have to appreach the Embassy formally on the subjeet within the near future, and
he has asked what the Embassy believes might be done. He was Informed by the
reporting efficer that any efficial discussion on the subject should be deferred
until mere information was available and the interested agencies of the U.S.
Government had been consulted. In answer to questions; Mr. Tsurumi said that he
thought the Japanese Govermment would like te send another mission to Iwo Jima

to reeover the remains and return them to Japan, but he conceded that the memorisl
services conducted on the island in 1953 were sufficient for all religieus purposes
and conjectured that, if the U.S. could arrange to have the recoverable remains
returmed to Japan in some mammer, an expedition to the island would not be
neeessary.

6. On March 25 the Embassy wds visited a delegation from the F‘e(demtm
of Japan Religious Organiza _ the (¢ ttee for Consolation of War Dead
Overseas, headed by Mr. Itarm KISHIDA, Secretary General of the last named
organization, Mr, Kishida was the moving foree behind the previeus war dead
repatriation plans, and works closely with and is apparently consulted by the
Welfare Ministry on such matters. The delegation expressed their thanks for

the cooperation of the United States during the 1953 expeditions to the islands,
and asked that it again permit the remains of Japanese war dead to be returned.
Mr. Kishida said that he realized that Japan in 1953 had requested permission
with the understanding that only one mission would be sent to the islands, but
that at that time neither J:-an ner the U.S. was aware of the existence of these

- great pumbers ef remains. He said that the associations which he represented,

as well as the surviving families generally, were requesting the Japanese Govern-
ment to take action and that they hoped the U.8. Government would extend its
agsistance and cooperation.

7. It is wvirtually certain that the Embassy will be appreached formally om
this question. Although both sides are fully aware of the understanding reached
in 1953 that enly one such request would be considered, thers is considerable
merit in the Japanese claim that the remains recently discovered were unknown
or inaceessible at that time. It is suggested that if the United States does
not wish to permit a second Japanese mission te visit Iwo Jima, the altemative
of having the recoverable remains shipped to Japan might be econsidered. This
might be accomplished by the Air Foree complement on Iwe Jima, perhaps with the
assistance of the Naval anthorities exsrcising administrative contrel over the
Bonin Islands.

8. A telegraphic request by the Naval Attache to the 3rd Marine Divisiem
for additional information has received a negative reply; a similar recuest teo
the Air Force C.0. oa Iwo Jima has net as yet been answered. On March 27 the
the reporting officer met with Mr. Henry HAYWARD end Mr. Keyes BEECH, two
American correspondenis who covered the reeent maneuvers en Iwo Jima., 4
nemorandum of conversatien prepared afier that meeting is émclesed for the

partment ‘s informatiem. If additional imformation is received by the

De Exbassy
from these or other sources it will be forwarded teo the Department.
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9. Far East Air Force Headquarters, Tokyo, has alse been contacted by
Mr, Hisakichi MAEDA; publisher of the newspaper Sangyo Keizai in comnection with
the Japanese remains on Iwo Jima, Mr. Maeda repertedly requested the assistance
of the Air Force in carrying out a "repatriatien” program presumably to be
sponsored by the newspaper. It is understood by the Embassy that Far East Adir
Force is willing to extend whatever cooperation it can to suech a venture, The
Air Attache of the Embassy is informing Far East Air Force that the matter is
being referred to lashington by the Embassy and is requesting that ne independent
action be taken and ne arrangements be made with Japanese individuals or groups
pending Washington's decision on the subjeet.

10. Action Requested: It is requested that the }Embass_y be advised as soon

as possible of the answer to be given any request received from the Japanese
Government for the recovery of these remains.

FOR THE AMBASSADOR:

/" . o

Farr,
3 !I-r“’{ / I"" ‘!2 &i"/f 5
\/ ikt (o fpil i s

Sammel D. Berger
Counselor of Embassy

Enclosures:

1. March 22 UP Despatch
2, Memo of Conversation
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m:m,mzz mmmm;pnnww"
pepe today that the bedies of Japanese found in caves here could be "pro-
perly and respectfully returned to their homeland®.

Wefﬂwaf#mfmmmmtmh
“mleéoﬂ'amshere simethnmdntﬁarldmnc

Only recently "2,100 or so” were located. mmm, officinie
saild, is not lkmown. Thispeiutm:tm

The additional bodies were found when prepamﬁm: were being made
for the current milita.ry mwises here.

In one cave alone, ngmaaapmmawmrm

There were others in additicmal caves, including ome cave which was
believed to have been a hanpim.‘ “

Some of the bedies were in good condition because of the sulfur
fumes which seep up with the ashes of this voleanie island,

A marine who took part in the fighting told United Press "there
' probably are many caves on ths islgndwith.fw‘minthu'

Seme time baek, Japanese teams went to Jwo Jima to bring the remains
of Japaness war dead back homs.

It appears they did mot find sil.

American officials privately told United Press they thm@t somakmng
mummmwmﬁmapmmwmmuamumms,




