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DEPARTMENTEQF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF THE CHlEl-i%" l‘-;%biAVAL OPERATIONS
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. \N REPLY REFER T0
Op215/11f
Ser 5M4F21
Nov 955

Dear Mr, Stein:

Your letter of 27 July 1955 reguesting information eoncerning the
loprosarium on Tinian was referred to the Naval Administrator at
Saipan, Merisna Islands, The sdministrator of the Naval Adminis~
tration Unit at Saipan has furnished the Information you requested
in his letter to you of 17 October 1955 which is forwarded herewith,

I trust the information supplied in the enclosure will meet your re-
quirements. Should you find it necessary itc make further requests

for information, may I suggest that the correspondence be addressed

to the Chief of Naval Operatlons in order to facilitate a prompt reply.

Sinecerely yours,

15/ Prtoncne B Mgy ill

Mr. Staniey Stein
The Star
Carville, Louilsiana

Encl:

(1) Letter from Naval Administrator, U.S, Naval
Administration Unit, Saipan District, Saipan,
Mariane Islands serial 1051 datéd 17 October 1955

ORIG by Major L. V. SWENSON 0r-215B
X=54418 cques 11/3/55 .ess. Felker
RS #38671
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CEMsmat
¥3-2/1

ser 1017
&7 oct 195B
Mr, Stanley Stein

The Star

Carvilie, Loulsiana

Eﬁ'mﬁro Gtelins

. 1 have recelved your letier of 27 July 1955 and will endesvor to provide you
with as much information as possible concerning the former leprosarium on Tinian,
Marienas Islands, '

Subsequent to the establishment of the lsprosarium in 1948 by the U.S. Hevy, the
facility was officially turned over to the Department of the I[nterior. On 1
January 1953 the Navy resumed the responsibility for the leprosariws,

It is from the latter date thet I shall attempt to familiarize you with the
leprosarium,

There were, on 1 Jamuary 1953, approximately eighty-five (85) active lepers con-
fined in the lepreserium. The villags itsmelf was situsted about ome hundred
yarde from the shoreline on the slde of a hill., The site was typical of a sesd-
tropleal island. The patisnts were sssigned either by families or else four (4)
persons to one houge,

AL one time the medical stalfl conpisted of one Navy Medical Officer, cne enlisted
hespital corpsman, and [ive indigenous cmployees, one of whom was a discharged,
arrested leper, Eventually ths Naval Officer wms relieved with no replacement.,
Hedieal support was then furnished by assigning & Ssipanese Indigenous Medieal
Practitioner to the leprosarium on a thirty day bamis, At the same time a2 Havy
Nedical Offlcer from Jaipan made periodic visits to Tinien to assure that the
patients were receiving the best possible ecare,

To make life as pleasant as possible for these patiente a colony store was set
up to be opersted by one of the leper patients, The glore provided an abundance
of material including foed, soft drinks, toilet articles, tobucce, olc,

In order to allow the patients to have money to make necessary purchases at the
store and to roimburse them for assisting in the maintenance and upkeep of the
colony and it's bulldings, money in the form of a gratuliy was appropriated,

Each patient was paid uwp to ten (§10,00) dellars a wonth, iach patient was given
part time employment according to his capabilities, Thoss unable to work were
‘glven the minimm gratuity.
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With reference to medication, I am informed by our Medical Officer that the great-
est success in treating this affliction was obtained by using Sulfone drugs in
conmbination with streptomycin and nydrazid,

From the approximste 85 putients confinsd on 1 Jamuary 1953 there remained only

19 in the colony on 30 June 1955. All others had been returned to their homes

as arrested case, except one patient who died, The arrested cases were to contipus
taking the Sulfone drug for two (2) years with periodic skin biopsies,

When the patients were sent to thelr home islands as arrested cases word was sent
along to the effect that they were not dangerous to others and it was requested
that every effort be made to allow them to resume & normal community life. In
our own infirmary we employ one of these arrested cases, There is no stigma to
the man and he is allowsd to live & normal life,

With reference to diet, the lepers received a well balanced diet but no apecial
diet, All of them seamed to thriwe on the food provided, Three {3) items were
requested and censumed in rather large amount, These were fresh eges, rice and
SUgar.

During the past swmmer, official orders were received from higher authority that
provisions had been made in the home districts of the patients to receive them
and that the leprosarium was to be closed,

During the first two weeks in August 1955 all the patients were transferred to
thelr home districts and the loprosarium wes efficislly closed, The leprosarium
was then bumed in its entirety., 1 regret that we are without available photo-
graphs to send you,

Many of the lepers had a feeling of mixed emotions when il wos time to leave
Tinlan. They wanted to retum home but on the other hand they did not want to
leave the leprosarium,

1 sincerely hope that this information will be of asaistance to you and your
pablication,

Sincerely yours,

. B. MILLER
Commander, USHR
Raval Adwinistrator

ENCLOSURE (=}
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CiMi0ee
Abw5/U3=1/Leprosy
Sers 1053
17 Oct 1955

MR, STANLEY STHIN

Gurrﬂia, Iouisiana

Dear Mr. ﬂstd.ai

Receipt is acknowledged of yowr letter to the Medical Director, Tinian
Leprosarivm, Marianas dated July 27, 1953, which was received from the
Chief, Buresu of Medicine and gery by me on October 4, 1955.

The Information you requested is being compiled and will be forwarded
to you ss soon as possible by the Navy Department,

Sincerely yours,

Co Bo MILLER
mmndﬂr’ PSHER
Naval Administrator

ENCLOSURE (3)



