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FR5-9/10

AT

ser 3450
From: Commander Naval Forces Mevianas T e

To:  Commander in Chief U, 8, Facific ileet

Subjs Luds De 154, alleged walirestment of on Suipan by Island
Conastabulary . ,

Ref: (a) CTICPACTIT ltr FFP1-l AL7 Ser 3787 of 5 September 1056

' b; CINOPAFLY 1r FTlel 417 Ser 3559 of 21 fmgust 1956
COMNAVMARIANAS First endorsement FT5-9/10 4176 Ser 2040 |

of 7 June 1956 on CBR Frenk W. &VILA, USiR 1tr of 14 May 1956

e

Encl: (1) CNO 1tr Op-215/ub Ser 4359P21 of 23 hugust 1956 with
_enclosures ,

l. In gecordance with reference (&), enclosure (1) ie returned,

2, ‘Reference {c) reported the result of en invesiigstion into the alieged
maltreatment of a Filipino Centract laborer nemed Luis D. 1/IS4 ocourring
on 28 April 1956,

3. During the investigation, Mr, Ta¥GG, the Philippine Viece Consul on
Guam, requested that he be permitted to cross exsmine witnessss on be ,
half of Mr, MISA., Inasmuch as ifr, “IGA vas a cozpleining witness and
nelther a parly to the investigation nor on trial for the criminal acts
that he commitfed, the request was denied, Hovever, Mre %151 wns per-
nitted to testify at length, nominate witnesses who were oelled and inter-
rogated by the investigating officer, and introduce other evidence to
support his allegations,

4s The investigating officer examined witnesses and uccented evidence

for the purpose of determining the circumstances aitending the slleged
injuries of Luig N, "ISA, It uns deternined that Tads De I54 hed several
opportunities to ride back to camp after 1900 on 28 dpril 1956, Hlsa, be~
ing somevhat intoxiented, further wos involved in sn sliercation with a
civilian, Mr, KARL P. SCIVANTES, wag then arrested by Ineulsr Constabulery,
and, oh belng inecarcerated, A% recist the low enforeement ofPicer to his
utmost, These nctions asre eriminsl violstions of the Trust Tervitory Code,
However, the THisirict Attorney did not press chorges sgaiogt Mr, T84
turned him over 1o the conirsetor in accordance witi norusl vrocedy
contractor, {inding Mr, IS4 in violstion of the terus of the contrs. i
repatrinted Mr. 154 to the Philippines through (nan,
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5+ Mre MISA while.on Guam made a sworn stotement to the Philippine Consul,
Mr. UMAYAM, attached to enclosure (1), which was found to be mislending
through its incomvleteness. Un guestiondng ¥rs VISA he Jenled resisting
the off'icers and asesulting Mr. SCHRANTES. Further he denied deliberately
avolding return to the camp and rejecting offers of transportastion. In
view of the preponderance of evidence contradicting thdse denials, ¥iLa's
testimony and his credibility heceme questionable,

6. ‘The investigating officer velieved that there was insufficient evidence
to show maltrestment of ¥r. MISA. Vhile strugeling with and resisting the
Insular Constabulsry, he obialned a few minor scratehes. The eye injury
haprened while he was locked in his cell and during a perdod In which he
was agitated, destruotive, iruculent, and strikling out et obleats, There
vas insufficlent evidence either developed through questioning or the pree
sentation of a shos with blood on 1% to confirm the alleged maltreatment
by Mr. Vicente GUERIEHQ, Thus a finding of %What #iBa did suffer injuries
to his left eye by objects and/or mesns unknown while locted in o cell in
the Saipan jail® was revorted in reference (c).

7. Commander Naval Porces Yarisnss docs not consider that this metter ree
.guires reinvestigstion, nor thei sny drastie action was taken agalnst NiISA.
The repatriation of 'hilippine laborers who become invelved in oriminal
offenses and violations of their contract is & reasonable yrocedure,

8. The basic matter underlying this Instence is related to the restrictive
condition of the contract whereby Filiplno laborers are permitted on salpan.
The Fhilippine Govermment has, and, it ie believed, will continue to have
objections to these restrictions. It desires that coutract laborers during
their offehours be sllowed to po out {rom their compounds to nonrestricted
areag to divert themselves from the monotony of camp life. At present,
suvervised shopping trips are permitted into the village; further relaxation
by permitting supervised recreation rarties for the purypose of sightseeing,
swimming, pionicking, usnd engucing in other syorts in designated areas are
recommended, howaever, complete relaxatien of present restrliotions by vere
mitting freedom of movement on Salpan is not considered desirable for rease
ong of which the Communder in Chief U, 8. Pacifiec Fleet is cognizant.

9. It is estimated thst construction under this contract will be comrleted
by 1 Janvary 1957, A few contract laborers will remain on Salpan for about

anotheyr month during the rolleup opcrations. Accordingly, the rroblems
agaoaiatﬁdfwimh‘the eontract will then seuse to exlist.
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¥y dear ¥r, McKay:

01=215/mb
Ser 4358721

\0G 231356,

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter dated le¢ sugust 17356,
which transmitted a copy of the note dated 31 July 1956 from the

Philippine Ambassador to the Inited (tates regarding the imprison-
ment and alleged maltrestment on Jaipan by the Island Constabulary
of ¥r. Inis I, Misa, a Filipino contract laborer.

The correspondence on this matter has bsen forwarded to the ap-
propriaste Pacifiec Commander having jurisdiction over such matters

as was requested in your letter.

I shall furnish you with the results of this referral as soon as

they are received.

¥r, Vernon Mckay

Acting Director, (ffice of
Dependent Area Affairs
Nepartment of State
-ashington 25, Ii, €,

ORIG: MAJOR SWENSON X54360
20 August 1956 m. brown

Sincerely yours,

L. N. McDonalg
, " ™~
" -Captain, US. Nayy ~.
Ditastor, Administration Division
By direction
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