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The results of the investigation into the alleged maltreatment of Luis
D, Misa on Salpan requested by your letter of 19 July 1956 are pro-
vided by the enclosure, Also the informetion for use in replying to
the Philippine Mmbassador's assertions regarding this incident, re-
quested in your letter of 16 Augmst 1956, bas been provided by the
appropriate Pacific Commander.

The Arbassador's assertions are commented on as followss

Assertion: That Misa should be given a chance to cross-examine
witnesses against him,

Comment: During the investigstion Mr, Yango, the Fhilippine Vice
Consul on Guam, requested that he be permitted to copss-cxamine
witnesses on behalf of Mr, Misa., Inssmuch es Mr, Misa wes a
complaining witness and neither a party to the lnvestigation nor
on tridl for the criminal scts he committed, the request was
denied, However, Mr, Misa was permitted to testify at length,
nominate witnesses that were called and interrogated and to ine
tyroduce other evidence to support hia allegations,

Assertion: The infraction committed by Mise did not warrant the
drastic action taken against him,

Comment: The logal Naval Commander docs not consider that any
drastic action was taken against Misa, The investigation de-
termined that Misa's injurles were attended by the following
circumstancest Misa had several opportunities to ride back to
camp after 1900 on the 28th of April 1956; being somewhat ine
toxloated Misa was involved in an altercation with s elvilian,
Mr. Karl P. Schwantes; Miss was then arrvested by the Insular
Constabulary and, on being incarcerated, did resist the law
enforcement officer to his utmost; these actions are oriminal
violations of the Trust Territory Code, however, no charges were
pressed sgainst Misa dnd he was released to the contractor in ac-
cordance with normal procedurs; the contractor, finding Misa In
violation of the terms of the contract, repatriated Misa to the
Philippines through Guam; the injury to Misa's eye happened while
he wag locked in his cell and during a period when he was agitated,
destructive, truculent and striking out at objects; there was in-
sufficient evidence developed through presentation or questioning
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to confirm the alleged maltreatment by Mr. Vincente Guerrero,
hence, the investigating officer found "That Misa did suffer
injuries to his left eye by objJects and/or means unimown vhile
looked in B cell in the Saipan jail," Misat's sworn statement
made to the Philippine Consul on Guanm was found to be misleading
by its incompleteness, Mr, Misa denled resisting the officers,
epeaulting Mr, Sohwentes end deliberately aveiding retwn to camp
and vejecting effers of transportation, In view of the preponder-
anve of evidence to the contrary, Misa's teatimony end credibility
‘a8 & witness became questionable, In gonelugion, rapatriation of
Philippine laborers who become involved In oriminal offenses and
violations of their contraoct is copsidered a ressoneble procedure,

Assertions The ocase should be reinvestigated,

Comment: The commender having jurisdiction in this ares feels there
18 no requirement for a reinvestigation in this case,

With regard to the suggestion that inoidents of this nature may be avolded
in the future by permitting laborers during their off'whours to go to non-
restrictod areas to divert themselves from the monotony of camp life, at
present, supervised shopping trips are permitted, Further relaxation by
permitting supervised reareation parties for sightseeing, swimming, ploke
nicking and engaging in eports in designated aress hes been recommended,
It 1s estimated that construetion under this contract will be completed
by 1 Jenuary 1957 with only a few laborers remaining another month for
roll up operations, The problems assoclated with the contract will therew
fore tonse te Bﬁat. ‘

I trust the foregciné will provide sufficient basis for your reply to the
notes firom the Philippine Government,

Sinseraly yours,

27 F V0. 776 Woral

Mr, Vernon MoKsy ‘
Aoting Director, Offise of
Dependent Area Affalrs

Department of State
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