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TRUST TERRITORY OF THE
- PACIFIC ISLARDS
SAIPAN DISTRICT

1 April 1959

From: The Undersigned v -
Tot The United Nations Trusteeship Council

Subj: Claims of Saipanese peopls - submission of
Purpose | Ty

The purpose of this writing is to submit additional facts related
to our Petition resubmitted-to the 1959 U.N. Visiting Mission by our.
local legislature for losses of properties and lives that occurred by
action of warfare during the invasionm of Saipan and Tinian in World War
11, and to support said elaims for a subsequent discussion by the United

aaum Trusteeship Council,
Historical Background - -

(a) About 140 years after the discovery of the Marianas by Magellan,
the Spanish Government launched & ruthless war against the inhabitants of
the Marianas which lasted over 100 years. This war practically annihilated
the population of the Marianas, and reduced the estimated figure of 100,000
inhabitants to epproximately 3400, Their farms and homes totally destroyed.
No compensation was made for the destruction of properties and lives., In
1898 Guam was occupied by the United States as a comsequence of the Spanish-
American Wa¥ and &ll the fslands north of Guam were sold to Germany in 1899
without the knowledge and consent of the inhabitants of the Territoxry.

(b) The German Govarmment occupied the Northern Marianas until 14
October 1914 at the outbreak of the First World War when Japan invaded and
occupied the islands as agreed by the Allied Powers. At the conclusion
of that War the Northern Marianas was mandated.to Japan by the League of
Nations, Japan withdraw her membership in the League of Natioms in 1935
but still retained the Mandated Territovies up to 1944 when the islands
wvere invadad and cccupied by the armed forces of the United States as a
consequence of World War 11, f : -

(c)  During the invasion of Saipan and Tinian by the U.5. Armed
Forces the native population suffered heavy losses in personal . -
properties, homds and 1ivés, Clsims of eaid losses were submitted to the

invading forces immediately after the islands were secured. 8aid claims
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were recorded and kept on file: :ln u,!m aﬁﬂca ef nha Mtlimwy qumene
ef uh& uncupying ﬁwam. RERae WEOR S2e vapoTe L . ci e

/(d) Qu cha 36%:!: f:»day'af Jam 1945.@111:& to. thi and of t:he war a ﬁu#.on
ct ‘Nations.was:established; :chértered and signed in San Francisco to be.
knwna Ty the tinimd liaﬂoaﬁ amﬁ feundw on uh« mzwm four primziplen

1.' 'ra mim:ain muernatioml paaee aml B ecurity;
2. To develope friendly relations among natimw based on uspect:
ﬂar z:he nqttal 2ights and seli-daternination of people; :

3.0 To cowoperate - in’ solving international pmblmn of an aeammia.
waiax. eulturni,{ar humanitarian character, and in parmnoting uapwt Mr
hma ::tghw and fundamental freedoms for ellp and

by Tecbe s num:n tur hamniaiua r:ka aauomoﬁ Nae.zom tn attaining
eluu c&mﬂ andyo. o e E P R o :

(e) 5aid Charter set up a system for international supervieion and
adminisgrat ion of certain territories, the Trusteeship Syatem, and By virtue
of the '&‘mntuhip agreement for the former Japanese mandated islands Article
1, the ‘islands formerly held by Japan under mundate im accordance with Article
22 of ti veénant of the League of Nations, are hereby designated as a
:ctatesid sxea and are’ pla«é under the Trusteeship system astablished {n the
Charter of the United Natfons, and i n accordance with Article 2, the United
States of America was designated as the aduiniatering authority. Said authre
ity vas exurcised by the United States after a ‘Pro¢clamation made hy the High
Commiesionat for the Trust Territory of the Pmiﬂe Iniands dated 18 July 1947,

(£) The Claims mentioned in sub-para. (¢) wers submit:t:edto the U, N,
Vieiting Misslen in 1950 and to the U, S, Gongr“aiaml Commit tee which alse
visited the mwﬂwy in'the same year, Both missions have not given any
answex, To our undarstanding, said Claims have been forwarded by the Saipan
Naval dduinistration Unit to Higher Naval Authority in 1957 Eor thur aspiste
ance, M mn:d h { "”ta ‘heard of as of thiedate, - - . .

In 1?5‘9 amt;har Visiting Mission o£ the U, H. Tmsteeship Counecil
met with the local Legislature. A written petition. cmmsmitg the same ciaims
vas again submicted to the mission. That petition was a request to the United
Hations byt he local:Megislatuve for -United Nations assistance in the expedite
ion of its accomplishment, The petition was accepted by the Visiting Mission
without wmnﬁ, but a diaeauragiug statement on sald iseue was made by Mr,
tftlmag He M Bigh Conmissioner, Trust Territory of the Pacific Ialands,

hope § far pa;w;nt e! suﬁh claims either by Japan or the %inim&%ﬁtatgs.

Nowy in:view of the foregeing, it a«m clear to w that mithu‘ the
£ the defunct Lesgue of Nations and the United Nations agreement
conus.tw any pravuion eueurtng or s\mrantng cnmpunaat&on Ear the destruce

arfaro. : ﬂawvar, the Vaitaa ﬂatimm Chaztef: mum
£ governing Territories:

issfon om the tour. He said "There is a very little
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(a) To ensure the political, ecomomic, social and e ducational
advancement of the inhabitants, with due regard to their culture and to
Bnsure their just treéatment and protection against abuses; and on t he
four principles on which the United Nations organization was founded as
shown in subpara, (d) subsectione3 and 4 of this patition, it is our belief
that this petition {» within the purview of the United Nations and is the
proper and competent authority to consider our claim and bring it to a
satisfactory solution.

~Therefore, We the peoples of the Saipan District, Trust Territory
of the Pacific Islands, petition the United Nations to clarify the status
of our Claims which has disturbed our minds and peace for over a decade,
and itis further requested, that a provision shall be added to:the Trust-
eeship agreement guarantying a just compensation for destruction of
properties and lives that may occur by action of future wars among nations,

Undersignars?

Juan M, Ada
Judge,_giscrict Cqurt

Olympio T, Borja
Chairman, Eleventh Legislature
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.
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Jose 3, Pangelinan L/ ZﬁZi?Q/f?éHézﬂﬂfﬁnA\J
Chief Immigration Officer lzzi’-_- 7,
i
Vicante Dl. Guerrero -
4

Labor Officer

_Elias P, Sablen
Assistant Land & “laims Officer

William §, Reyes
Super-Intendent Saipan School

Manuel T, Sablan .
Chief, Insular Constabulary A

Jose C, Tenorio | P A s
President, Saipan Shipping Co, / %
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